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. PREFACE 


__BRSESR IS a “Tet” language’ yes, L very well retember this is what ane af my nequaintanees, 
ua fact ame Engi aod MBA aspen, had replied with a couple of few other af his clainmates 
maling thea dows it ASSERT 10 What he had said when had asked him why bis seares were always 
below average im bis mock tests, Most of these AXPUANES Were from Bnglish Medium Public School 
backgroud whe either scored First Class or Second Class with high marks in their Engineering/ 
Gracvaition EXamunation, What was even more shocking Was: they all were trom metios of big cities 
of the country, which ts said to not oaly provide comparatively condueive anvironment for flim 
foundanon of Enslish Language but also fumish congental Platvorm for Interacting: it} English 
Language. His way of attaching this new dimension, “fimny’, to the worldwide recognized English 
Language, Was Something that | could nat fully digest, [kept pondering over this ‘overstatement’ for 
Gays, weeks and months altogether. 


{t won't de an exaggeration if] say that my present book is ‘my way of answering’ to all those 
who attaca & sort of irrationality, illogicality and invalidity to this ‘most widel y accepted’ Janguage 
to weil their own lack of concept and understanding of the language. The book is written with the 
sole int2amon to illumine the Non-English speaking readers, who learn English as their second or 
turd language. This book is my eamest attempt to provide the readers with the basics of Word 
Formate in English language, through grasping ‘Roots and Stems’. Wherever possible, ‘Origin of 
Words’ and “Logic behind the Words’ ar also given to further elaborate the words concerned. 


A number of books, website, articles, blogs and other reference materials have been consulted 
wiule preparing this book. ] am indebted to them all. 


1 am also indebted to all the, English teachers consulted, who shared their real life experiences 
waile dealing with Non-English speaking students and the hurdles they face in teaching this language 
to their respective students. The input given by these teachers in form of suggestions have gone a 
long way in adopting the present innovative approach and presentation style of the book. 


Last but not the least. 1 extend my hearty thanks to my publishers, M/s S. Chand & Company 
Lid. for helping me in translating my ideas into reality, coming up with an innovative approach for 
enchancing ones word power and thus acquiring mastery over English Language. 


I sincerely invite suggestions and feedback for the further improvement of this book. You can 
contact me on: 


Ph. No. +91-11— 45532238 

Mobile : +91-93 11589759 

E-mail : shaliniverma(@successmantra.in 
Or 

shaliniverma2002@rediffmail.com 
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Iris a fact beyond dispute that English language is one global language that has bound the inhabitants 
of the entire globe in terms of expression of thoughts and communication, irrespective of their respect ve 
histories, g¢ographies, economics or statistics. At the same time it is also a bewildering fact that the 
average cultured speaker of English in any part of the world knows no more than one out of ten words 1n 
his own mother tongue. If this statistics is to be taken into consideration then the total number of English 
words, which is approximately one million, hardly there is a man on this planet who is acquainted with 
more than 100,000 of that total number of existing English words! An average man, armed with practical 
vocabulary of say 30,000 words, is bound to face thousands of additional words in his day to day life, 
which he must admit honestly that he DOES NOT KNOW, 


With the fast pace dissolving geographical boundaries in the domain of business and job market, 
4 reasonably good English vocabulary is a prerequisite professional trait or for that matter, a “must — 
have’ contrivance to survive in the dynamic global work culture. Brushing up your English vocabulary 
is also important for you as an aspirant of your desirable job in MNCs, PSUs, BPOs or KPOs, an admission 
seeker to primer business schools or professional colleges and preparing for competition examinations 


such as CAT, MAT, XAT etc, or seeking higher education to the foreign universities by taking such 
standard test as GMAT, GRE, SAT, TOEFL or IELTS. 


A sincere English vocabulary building involves two major activities. Both of which are equally 
important. The first is the ADDITION of new English words to your vocabulary and the second is the 
SUSTENANCE of the already learnt vocabulary. This book has been written with sole objective to help 
you improve your English vocabulary and to take you to an advanced level of knowledge of English 
words and phrases. It will help you to learn not only the meanings of words but also how they are used, 
how they combine with one another (collocate) and how they form longer expressions. It will help you to 


distinguish better among the large number of words you already know and the new ones introduced to 
you through this book. 


This book has been divided into THREE PARTS, Part-I is devoted to SOME COMMON AREA 
SPECIFIC WORDS, Part-II deals in MORE THAN 3500 HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS given in 50 
WORD SETS, while Part-II] is designed to assess your WORD POWER. Answer key is given at end of 
the book to further assist you in your self-assessment. 


The main objective of this book is to help you, as a leaner of functional English used in the global, 
multilingual, multicultural corporate world, to extend and improve your vocabulary by: 


Increasing the number of words that you have acquired all these years 
* Helping you to use words in a more natural and inductive manner 
* Making you comfortable using the newly learnt words 


MakinG Best Use Or DICTIONARIES 


You will also be able to gain much more from the language presented in this book if you follow up words 


- ran interest you in good Jearner’s dictionary. By doing this, you can extend your vocabulary 
su her. 


PERSONALIZING Worps For Better RETAINMENT 


Research studies show that we remember new words much more easily if we think about them in relation 

cine Pine cei and use them in a context that is meaningful to us as individuals. So, as well as 

marr ba ercises here, write any new words or phrases that you particularly wish to lea in a context. . 
“+s some personal meaning for you. You could, for example, use the language you wish to learmin a. 


se : 
rarer about an experience you have had personally, or about a story you have read in 4 newspaper’ 
gazine, or about a film or TV programm | 






eatin e you have watched. This helps in two ways by: — gos 
ir a language you have already worked on : hapa sh. 
Thi $0 —— personally more meaningful and thus, more memorable fora longer period of time ~~ ee 

$ 0 aims at 


to expand your vocabulary by helping you to leam. MORE THAN 3500 HIGH 
WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS. Its content selection has been meticulously done 
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some relationsh ' bulary. 
them bear some re t part of your voca | 
srmaking these words a permanen P y be the slowest and most difficult way 


to : 

ty memorizing lists of words by rote happens agraph where it appears. The very Sens 

per the. Look at the word first in 2 ee he c oe word — even if you have never sen) 
ofthe paragraph will give you an inkling of the significanc 4 in order 10 understang rs 


«2 or 
the definition of the w —_ 
Id further make you eager to know ou is then indir 
cen in which you have seen it. Such approach app bind UF 7 vet ang 
$ 


. ' in itself, but as a means to an end, y 
psychological, because you wish the information, - 7 canine Le ley 
ono see coaduneatiy, whe mete mniel inductive method, here you first discover 
rhanks teed across in your day-to-day life, get challenged by al, Buss a its Meaning, and you 
then confirm or correct your guess by referring to the dictionary. By adopting this inductive method, yo, 
are treating words no longer as planks of dead wood to be piled up in your brain box rather you ar 
making them living entities, fully charged with action and emotion and fully capable of becoming a par 
of your own existence. 

Remember, you cannot learn words in a vacuum. This means if a word cannot be made to have: 
bearing on your life, if a word cannot be brought within the circle of your own thoughts, if a word cannot 
be made a part of your personality or of your attitudes, then that word is of NO USE to you. 


Time and again also try your hands on INVENTING words in English. Till date we have invented 
upward of around 600,000 usable English words, minus those that have been taken over from othe 
any on This inventing of words, in a way empowers you to CONTROL the language or at least 
sete ed COMFORTABLY in the language to some extent. Believe it or not but this inventing o 

s is being done by someone among us almost everyday. During this present year itself about fiv 


], this book “ 


into English. What you need is just little broadeni 
scientist like inventive bent of mind, 


Gomnc Beyoxp Tuts Book 
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299 — 302 
303 — 306 
307 — 309 
310 — 312 
313 — 315 
316 — 318 
319 — 322 


325 — 327 
328 — 329 
330 — 332 
333 — 335 
336 — 338 
339 — 342 
343 — 346 
347 — 350 


351 - 354 
357 — 271 
372 — 392 
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Common Roots and Stems 





In English language, we have not only invented words, but have hungrily adopted them from 
other languages and have adapted the imported and forei gn words to our own uses. A large part of 
our English vocabulary has been derived from different languages. In other words, the rivulets of 
all languages have flowed into the vast ocean of English. The main contributors to this are Latin, 
Greek and French. In many cases, English words are formed by combining “root/stem” parts of two 
or more words of these languages, For instance, equanimity is a fusion of two Latin roots, aequus 
and anima. With little etymological exploration you can recognize the root aequus (spelled egu- or 
—igu in English) in such words as equation, equity, iniquity. Likewise, magnanimous combines 
magnus, “large” with anima. Though Latin is no longer used except in the somewhat modified 
form of Church Latin yet English is such a vital and avid tongue that it has steadily fed upon it, and 
even today this Roman speech is constantly taken over into English by scholars, philologists, and 
scientists. Likewise, French, as would be understandable, has added a large number of delicate and 
graceful words and phrases to our speech. Many of these have been adopted so recently that they 
still retain their Gallic flavor. As roots and stems play major role in forming English words let’s 
first find out what are roots and stems. 


The root is the primary lexical unit of a word, which carries the most significant aspects of 
semantic content and cannot be reduced into smaller constituents. Content words in nearly all 
languages contain, and may consist only of, root morphemes. However, sometimes the term “root” 
is also used to describe the word minus its inflectional endings, but with its lexical endings in place. 
For example, charters has the inflectional root or lemma chatter, but the lexical root chat. 

The root of a word is a unit of meaning (morpheme) and, as such, it is an abstraction, though it 
can usually be represented in writing as a word would be. For example, it can be said that the root 
of the English verb form running is run, or the root of the Spanish superlative adjective amplisimo 
is ampli-, since those words are clearly derived from the root forms by simple suffixes that do not 
alter the roots in any way. In particular, English has very little inflection, and hence a tendency to 
have words that are identical to their roots. But more complicated inflection, as well as other 
processes, can obscure the root; for example, the root of mice is mouse (still a valid word), and the 
root of interrupt is, arguably, rupt, which is not a word in English and only appears in carivalene! 
forms (such as disrupt, corrupt, etc.). The root rupt is written as if it were a word, but it’s not. 

This distinction between the word as a unit of speech and the root as a unit of meaning is even 
more important in the case of languages where roots have many different forms when used in actual 
words, as is the case in Semitic languages. In these, roots are formed by consonants alone, and 
different words (belonging to different parts of speech) are derived from the same root by inserting 
vowels. For example, in Hebrew, the root gd/ represents the idea of langencss., yas from it we “en 
gadol and gdola (masculine and feminine forms of the adjective “big ), gadal “he grew”, higdi 
“he magnified” and magdeler “magnifier”, along with many other words. | 

A stem, in linguistics, is the combination of the basic form ofa word (called the — on pe 
derivational morphemes, but excluding inflectional elements. This means, auSPERIvE y, that the 
stem is the form of the word to which inflectional morphemes can be added, if applicable. 

For example, the root of the English verb form destabilized is stabil : (alternate form : — 
the stem is de-stabil-ize, which includes the derivational affixes de- and -ize, but not the intlection 
past tense suffix -(e)d. . 
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acrimonious bitter; causuc 
acerbity bitterness of temper 
acidulate to make somewhat acid or sour 


1. ac, acr sharp 
2. ae, eY age, era primeval of the first age 
coevval of the same age or era 


medieval or mediaeval of the middle ages 
3. ag, act do act deed 
avent doer 
4. agog | leader demagogue false leader or people 
pedagogue teacher (leader of children) 
agrarian one who works in the field 
agriculture cultivation of fields 
peregrination wandering (through fields) 
alias assumed (another) name 


5. agri, agrari field 


6. ali another 


—— 


alienate estrange (turn away from another) 
7. alt high altitude height 
altimeter instrument for measuring height 
altruistic unselfish, considering others 
alter ego a second self 
dmorous loving, especially sexually 
amiry friendship | 
amicable friendly 


love 
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8. alter other 


mund, soul 





animadvert cast criticism upon 
lindnimous of one mind 
magnanimity greatness of mind or spint 
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jl. ann, enn 


ruler, first 


. aud, audit 


. belli 


. ben, bon 


. biblio 


to fall 





Lxample 


annuity yearly remittance 

biennial every two years 

perennial present all years, 

persisting for several years, 
anthropology study of man 

misanthrope hater of mankind 
philanthropy love of mankind; charity 
aptitude sill 

adapt make suitable or fit 

aqueduct passageway for conducting water 
aquatic living in water 

aqua nitric acid (strong water) 
archaeology study of antiquities (study of first 
things) 

monarch sole ruler 

anarchy lack of government 

astronomy study of the stars 

asterisk star-like type character (*) 
disaster catastrophe (contrary star) 
audible able to be heard 

auditorium place where people may be heard 
audience hearers 

autocracy rule by one person (self) 
automobile vehicle that moves by itself 
autobiography story of one’s own life 
bellicose inclined to fight 

belligerent inclined to wage war 
rebellious resisting authority 

benefactor one who does good deeds 
benevolence charity (wishing good) 
bonus something extra above regular pay 
bibliography list of books 

bibliophile lover of books 

Bible The Holy Book 

biography writing about a person’s life 
biology study of living things 

biochemist student of the chemistry of living 
things 

brevity briefness 

abbreviate shorten 

breviloquent marked by brevity of speech 
decadent deteriorating 

cadence intonation, musical movement 
cascade waterfall 


-- 
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25. caps capt, 
cept, CIP 


ich Tied 






26. capit, capt 


97, carn 
28, ced, cess 
29, celer 

30. cent 

31, chron 

32. cid, cis 

33. cit, citat 
34. civi 

35. clam, clamat 


36. claud, claus, 
clos, clud 


37, cognosc, cognit 










A? erie 


to take 





head 







flesh 







to yield, to £0 








swift 


one hundred 







time 







to cut, to kill 








to call, to start 






citizen 







to cry out 








to close 
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precep ) 
decapitate remove (cut off) someone’s hea 
captain chief | 
carnivorous flesh-eating 


carnage destruction of life 

carnal fleshly | 

recede ZO back, withdraw 
antecedent that which goes before 
process £0 forward 


celerity swiftness 
decelerate reduce swiftness 


accelerate increase swiftness 
century one hundred years 

centennial hundredth anniversary 
centipede many-footed, wingless animal 
chronology timetable of events 
anachronism a thing out of time sequence 
chronicle register events in order of time 
incision a cut (surgical) 

homicide killing of a man 

fratricide killing of a brother 

incite stir up, start up 

excite stir up 

recitation a recalling (or repeating) aloud 
civilization society citizens, culture 
civilian member of community 

civil courteous 

clamorous loud 

declamation speech 

acclamation shouted approval 
claustrophobia fear of close places 
enclose close in 

conclude finish 

agnostic lacking knowledge, skeptical 
incognito traveling under assumed name 
cognition knowledge 

complete filled out 

complement that which complete somethinz 
comply fulfill 

Ceran d agreement (from the heart) 
cordial friendly 

discord lack of harmony 


4) 


cap 
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40, corpor body incorporate organize into a body 
corporeal pertaining to the body, fleshly 
corpse dead body 

41. cred, credit to believe incredulous not believing, skeptical 
credulity gullibility 
credence belief 

42. cur to Care curator person who has to care of something 
sinecure position without responsibility 
secure safe 

43. curr, curs to run excursion journey 


cursory brief 
precursor forerunner 
44. da, dat | to give data facts, statistics 
| | mandate command 
date given time 
45. deb, debit to owe debt something owed 
indebtedness debt 
debenture bond 
46. dem people democracy tule of the people 
demagogue (false) leader of the people 
epidemic widespread (among the people) 
47, derm skin epidermis skin 
pachyderm thick-skinned quadruped. 
dermatology study of skin and its disorders 





48. di, diurn day diary a daily record of activities, feeling, etc. 
diurnal pertaining to daytime 
49. dic, dict to say abdicate renounce 


diction speech 
verdict statement of jury 
50. doc, doct to teach docile obedient; easily taught 
document something that provides evidence 
doctor learned person (originally, teacher) 
51. domin to rule dominate have power over 7 
domain land under rule 
dominant prevailing 
52. duc, duct to lead . viaduct arched roadway 
aqueduct artificial waterway 
dynam power, strength dynamic powerful 
dynamite powerful explosive — 
dynamo engine making electrical power 
egoist person who is self-interested 
egotist selfish person 
egocentric revolving about self 
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57. 


58. 


60. 


61. 


62, 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66 


= 


67. 


68. 


69, 
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erg, urg 
err 


eu 


fac, fic, fec, fect 
fall, fals 
fer, lat 


fid 

fin 

flect, flex 
fort 


fort 
frag, fract 


fug 
fus 


gam 


S&n, gener — 
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Meaning 


work 


to wander 


good, well, 
beautiful 


to make, to do 


to deceive 


to bring, to bear 


belief, faith 
end, limit 
bend 

luck, chance 


strong 


break 


flee 
pour 


marriage 


Class, race 
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i xamyple 


energy power 

ergatocracy rule of the workers 
metallurgy science and technolog 
error mistake 

erratic not reliable, wandering 
knight-errant wandering knight 
eupeptic having good digestion 
eulogize praise 

euphemism substitution of pleasant Wa 
saying something blunt 

factory place where things are made 
fiction manufactured story 

affect cause to change 

fallacious misleading 

infallible not prone to error, perfect 
falsify lie 

transfer bring from one place to another 
translate bring from one language to another 
conifer bearing cones, as pine trees 

infidel nonbeliever, heathen 

confidence assurance, belief 

confine keep within limits 

finite having definite limits 

flexible able to bend 

deflect bend away, turn aside 

fortuitous accidental, occurring by chance 
fortunate lucky 

fortitude strength, firmness of mind 
fortification strengthening 

fortress stronghold 


Y of Metal, 


y of 


_ fragile easily broken 


infraction breaking of a rule | 
fractious unruly, tending to break rules 
fugitive someone who flees 
refuge shelter, home for someone fleeing 
effusive gushing, pouring 
diffuse widespread (poured in many directio 
monogamy marriage to one person ; 
bigamy Marriage between two people al thes 
time 

ds at 
polygamy having many wives or husbat 
Same time 
Senus group of animals with similar trails 
generic characteristic of a class 
gender class organized by sex 
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outer Steir 


- pater, part 


» path 


. ped, pod 


ped 


. pel, puls 


- pet, petit 


. phil 


+ pon, posit 





AFernniig 


to work 


peace 


disease, feeling 


child 


to drive 


to seek 


to place 





Exatiple 
negatign denial 
renege deny, go back, on one’s word 
renegade tumcoat, traitor 
nomenclature act of naming, terminology 
nominal in name only (as opposed to actual) 
cognomen surname, distinguishing nickname 
novice beginner 
renovate make new again 
novelty newness 
omniscient all knowing 
omnipotent all powerful 
omnivorous eating everything 
operate work 
cooperation working together 
pacify make peaceful 


pacific peaceful 


pacifist person opposed to war 
dispassionate free of emotion 

impassioned emotion-filled 

impassive showing no feeling 

patriotism love of one’s country (fatherland) 


patriarch male ruler of a family, group, or state 


paternity fatherhood. 

pathology study of diseased tissue 

apathetic lacking feeling; indifferent 
antipathy hostile feeling 

impediment stumbling-block; hindrance 
tripod three-footed stand 

quadruped four-footed animal 

pedagogue teacher of children 

pediatrician children’s doctor 

compulsion a torcing to do 

repel drive back 

expel drive out, banish 

petition request 

appetite craving, desire 

complete vie with others 

philanthropist benefactor, lover td hunisity 
anglophile lover or everything English 
philanderer one involved in brief tove atfairs 
postpone place after 


_ positive definite, unquestioned (definitely 


placed) 
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great 


bad 


hand 


sca 


mother 


to send 


move 


to Warm 


to die 


shape, form 


change 


born 


ship 
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lucid clear 


translucent allowing some light to pass through 


magnify enlarge 

magnarnimity generosity, greatness of soul . 
magnitude greatness, extent 
malevolent wishing evil 

nialediction curse 

malefactor evil-doer 

manufacture create (make by hand) 
manuscript written by hand 
emancipate free (let go from the hand) 
maritime connected with seafaring 
submarine undersea craft 

mariner seaman 

maternal pertaining to motherhood 


matriarch female ruler of a family, group, OF 
State 


matrilineal descended on the mother’s side 
missile projectile 

disnmuss send away 

fransimit send across 

mobilize Cause Lo move 

motility ability to move 

immovable not able to be moved 
admonish warm 

premonition foreboding 

monitor Watcher 

mortuary funeral parlor 

moribund dying 

Dbrmortal not dying 

amorphous formless, lacking shape 
metamorphosis change of shape 
anthropomorphic in the shape of man 
immutable not able to be changed 
mutate undergo a great change 
mutability changeableness, inconstancy 
inate from birth 

prenatal before birth 

riativity birth 

navigate sail a ship 

circumnavigate sail around the world 
naval pertaining to ships 
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71. 


72. 


| 
 |73. 
| 
| 
(74. 


75. 


76. 


Tl. 


| 
| 
| |78. 
le 
| 
le 


81. 


82. 


83. 


Raots or Sfen 


orad, gress 


graph, gram 


greg 
helio 


it, itiner 


jac, jact, jec 


jur, jurat 


labor, laborat 
leg, lect, lig 
leg 

liber, libr 


liber 


log 


Nhe nine 






















BO, step 


writing 


flock, herd 


journey, road 


to throw 


to work 


to choose, to reac 


free 


word, study 


to talk 
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Exaiiple 





digress go astray (from the main point) 
regress 20 backwards 

gradual step by step, by degrees 

epigram pithy statement 

(clegram instantancous message over great 
distance 

stenography shorthand (writing narrowly) 
gregarious tending to group together as in a herd 
aggregate group, total 

egregious conspicuously bad; shocking 
heliotrope flower that faces the sun 


heliograph instrument that uses the sun’s rays to 
send signals 


exit way out 

itinerary plan of journey 

projectile, something thrown forward 
trajectory path taken by thrown object 
ejaculatory casting or throwing out 
perjure testify falsely 

jury group of men and women sworn to seek the 
truth 

adjuration solemn urging 

laboratory place where work is done 
collaborate work together with others 
laborious difficult 

election choice 

legible able to be read 

eligible able to be selected 

legislature law-making body 
legitimate lawful 

legal lawful 

library collection of books 

libretto the “book” of a musical play 
libel slander (originally found in a little book) 
liberation the fact of setting free 


liberal generous (giving freely); tolerant 


entomology study of insects _ 

etymology study of word parts and derivations 
monologue speech by one person 

soliloquy speech by one individual 
loquacious talkative 

elocution speech 

elucidate enlighten 
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lucid clear , | 
translucent allowing some light to pag. ho : 
magnify enlarge 

magnanimity generosity, greatness of Soul . 
magnitude greatness, extent 

malevolent wishing evil 

malediction curse 

malefactor evil-doer 

manufacture create (make by hand) 
manuscript written by hand 

emancipate free (let go from the hand) 
maritime connected with seafaring 


submarine undersea craft 


Neate er Sten 


86. magn 
87. mal 
88. man 


89. mar 


mariner seaman 

90. mater, matr mother maternal pertaining to motherhood 
matriarch female ruler of a family, group, or 
state 

matrilineal descended on the mother’s side 
mit, miss to send missile projectile 

dismiss send away 

transmit send across 

mobilize cause to move 

motility ability to move 

immovable not able to be moved 
admonish warn | 

premonition foreboding 

monitor watcher 

mortuary funeral parlor 

moribund dying 

immortal not dying 

9S. morph shape, form | amorphous formless, lacking shape 
metamorphosis change of shape 
anthropomorphic in the shape of man 
immutable not able to be changed 
mutate undergo a great change 
mutability changeableness, inconstancy 
innate from birth 

prenatal before birth 

nativity birth 

navigate sail a ship 

circumnavigate sail around the world 
naval pertaining to ships 


91 


92. mob, mot, mo 


93. mon, monit 


94. mori, mort 


96, mut | change 
77. nat born 


98. nay ship 
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gg, neg deny negation denial 


renege deny, go back, on one's word 
renegade turncoat, traitor 

100. nomen ame nomenclature act of naming, terminology 

| | "minal in name only (as opposed to actual) 
| 


cognomen Surmame. distinguishing nicknarne 
itl. nov | new novice beginner 


renovate make new again 
novelty newness 

102. omni all omniscient all knowing 
omnipotent all powerful 
omnivorous eating everything 
operate work 

cooperation working together 
pacify make peaceful 

pacific peaceful 

pacifist person opposed to war 
dispassionate free of emotion 
impassioned emotion-filled 
impassive showing no feeling 


193. oper | to work 


104. pac peace 


| 105. pass | feel 
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106. pater, part father patriotism love of one’s country (fatherland) 


patriarch male ruler of a family, group, or state 

paternity fatherhood. 

pathology study of diseased tissue 

apathetic lacking feeling; indifferent 

antipathy hostile feeling 

impediment stumbling-block: hindrance 

tripod three-footed stand 

quadruped four-footed animal 

pedagogue teacher of children 

pediatrician children’s doctor 

compulsion a forcing to do 

repel drive back a “adh 

expel drive out, banish 2% 

petition request 

appetite craving, desire 

complete vie with others 

love philanthropist benefactor, lover to humanity 
anglophile lover or everything English 
philanderer one involved in brief love affairs 

13. pon, posit | io place postpone place after 


positive definite, unquestioned (definitely 
placed) 


107. path disease, feeling 
108. ped, pod foot 


109. ped child 


110. pel, puls to drive 


Ill. pet, petit to seek 


112. phil 
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114. 


115. 


116. 


117. 


118. 


119, 


120. 


121, 


122. 


123. 


124, 


125, 


126. 
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port, p ortat 


poten 


psych 

put, putat 
quer, ques, 
quir, quis 
reg, rect 


rid, ris 


rog, rogat 


sacr 


Sci 



























Mea mine 


able, powertul 
mind 


to trim, to calculate 


to laugh 


to ask 


to break 
holy 
to know 


Watch, see 


tO write 


cut 


to sit 


Sortable 


able to be carried 
rransport camry Across 
export carry out (of country) 
omnipotent all-powerful 
potentate powerful person 
impotent powerless 
psychology study at the mind 
psychosis mental disorder 
psychopath mentally ill person 
putative supposed (calculated) 
computation calculation 
amputate cut off 

inguiry investigation 
inquisitive questioning 

query question 

regicide murder of a ruler 
regent ruler 

insurrection rebellion; overthrow of a ruler 
derision scom 

risibility inclination to laughter 
ridiculous deserving to be laughed at 
interrogate question 
prerogative privilege 

interrupt break into 

bankrupt insolvent 


rupture a break . 

sacred holy 

sacrilegious impious, violating something holy 
Sacrament religious act 
Science knowledge 


omniscient knowing all 
CONSCIOUS aware 


»~ 


Periscope device for Seeing around corners 
\croscope device for Seeing small objects 
‘ranscribe make a written copy 
Script written text 


circumscribe Write around. limit 
dissect cut apart | 
bisect cut into two pieces 
sedentary Inactive 
Session Meeting 
Consent agree 


(sitting) 


Tesent shown indignation 


SENSitipe Showing feeling 


5. Cail) 






133. 


134. 


135, 


136. 


LS}. 


138. 


140. 


141. 


142, 


143. 








Reots or Step 


130. 


eee 


sequal, secut, 
seque 


solv, solut 


SOU 


soph 


spec, spect 


spir 


string, strict 


stru, struct 
fang, tact, ting 


tempor 


ten, tent 








10 a 


to loosen 


sleep 


wisdom 


to look at 


breathe 


bind 


build 
to touch 


time 


to hold 


end 
land 
heat 


twist 
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i Relators, 


“we following in order 
quence arrangement 

sequel that which follows 

non sequitur something that does not follow 
logically 

absolve free form blame 

dissolute morally lax 

absolute complete (not loosened) 

insomnia inability to sleep 


somnolent sleepy 


somnambulist sleepwalker 

philosopher lover of wisdom 
sophisticated worldly wise 

spectator observer 

aspect appearance 

cucumspect cautious (looking around) 
respiratory pertaining to breathing 
spirued full of life (breath) 

stringent strict 

constrict become tight 

siricnere limit, something that restrains 
constructive helping to build 

construe analyze (how something is built) 
tangent touching 

contact touching with, meeting 
comlemporary at same time 
exremporaneous impromptu 

temporize delay 

tenable able to be held 

tenure holding of office 

rerentive holding; having a good eile s 
interminable endless 

terminate end 

terrestrial pertaining to earth . 
subterranean underground a 
thermostat instrument that regulates heat 
diathermy sending heat through, body tissues 
distort twist out of true shape or meaning 
torsion act of twisting z 
tortuous twisting 

distract pull (one’s attention) away 
intractable stubborn, unable to be dragged 
"gatraction as drawing palty 


“ald 


« fr aspipie . “sq 
intrude push one’s way in | 
protrusion something sticking out 
urban pertaining to a city ed 

" ti ophisticated (pertain: 
147. urb y | urbane polished, sop p raining . 

| city dweller) | 
suburban outside of a city 
t vacuous lacking content, empty-headeg 

™ vacuate compel to empty an area 


148. vac ; : | 
invade enter in a hostile fashion 


Lap. eee -_ evasive not frank; eluding 
: ont t. ven to come intervene come between 

150. ven, vent, pani a 

convention meeting 

veracious truthful 

mee verify check the truth 


| verisimilitude appearance of truth 


152. verb word verbose wordy | 
| verbiage excessive use of words 


verbatim word for word 
vertigo turning dizzy 
revert turn back (to an earlier stage) an earlier 
state) 
‘diversion something causing one to tum asid: 
deviation departure from the way 
viaduct roadway (arched) 
trivial trifling (small talk at crossroads) 
155. vid, vis to see vision sight 
evidence things seen 
vista View 
156. vince, vict, vanq to conquer invincible unconquerable 
victory winning 
| vanquish defeat , 
157. viv, vit | alive vivisection operating on living animals 
3 vivacious full of life 
fe : aa vitality liveliness 
158. voc, vocak | tocall avocation calling, minor occupation 
7 provocation calling or rousing the anger 
159. vol ag wish * - sake calling in prayer ; 
: : oe evolent wishing someone ill 
” - wnamary of one’s own will 
evolve roll around 
evolve roll out, develop 
convolution coiled state 
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154. via way 





| 160. voly, volut 
Eat aa a. in Be = : 2 | 















‘oe Sie 
a 


= £ 
PS ae 
eo « 
“7 in® yi 
-_-— oa 


! 
|: 
| 


| 


SOME COM 


ee en eee 








ee 

























:_Cuarygr = 1 


Words for Phobia, Mania and Love ( 





= SSS | 


_phile) 


Humans have a host of phobias, or irrational fears, and there is a name for just about all of them. 
The names for our deepest dreads (phobias) include the Greek root phobia, meaning ‘fear, terror, 
or hatred,’ affixed to another root, usually either Greek or Latin, and sometimes even non-Greek 
or non-Latin elements are used with the phobia elements. Psychologists and psychiatrists say 
that a fear becomes a phobia when it starts affecting one’s daily life, when it becomes more and 
more difficult to cope with life because of the problem. 


In other words, there are irrational terrors or unreasonable fears that can be easily avoided and 

there are fears that make good sense. There are millions of phobic human beings who suffer from 

f anxieties that are not understood, fears that can be totally debilitating, fears that overtake their 

| rational minds, terrors that paralyze the limbs and make the heart race and the stomach twitch 
with nausea—these are the characteristics of excessive or abnormal fears and /oathings; in other 
words, genuine phobias! 


In addition to the many phobias, there are hundreds of manias which are characterized by 
compulsions, excessive cravings, passions, obsessions, frenzies, insanities, madness, and even 
dementia. There are three very popular suffixes in English — phobe/phobic, -mania/maniac and 
- phile/philic commonly used to indicate inclination towards or aversion from any person, situation 
or object. Let's have a quick look into such commonly used words in our daily English conversation. 


& phobia (phobe, phobic) : A phobia is an ‘abnormal fear, dislike, or hatred.” Acrophobia is 
an ‘abnormal fear of being in high places.’ Anglophobia is an ‘abnormal dislike of England 
or English.’ lf you have such a dislike, you are an Anglophobe, Plants that require shade 

F: are described as photophobic - literally, ‘light — hating.’ 


= mania (maniac): A mania, on the other hand is an ‘exaggerated enthusiasm, craze, or 
mad impulse.’ The exaggerated adoration of the Beatles, a rock music group extremely 
popular in the 1960s, was described as Beatle mania. An exaggerated devotion to England 
or the English is known as Anglo maniac. \f you have such devotion, you are an Anglo 
maniac. 


& phile (philic): Phile is a root meaning ‘lover or admirer’ An audiophile is ‘someone who 
admires, or is enthusiastic about, high-fidelity sound reproduction. An Anglophile is an 
‘admirer of England or the English.’ Plants that thrive in the sun are described as photophilic 
~ literally, ‘ight — loving’ | 


ablutomania / ablutomaniae noun an obsessional acrophobia / acrophobiac noun abnormal fear of 


pre-occupation with cleanliness, washing, or being in high places . 

bathing, often accompanied by compulsive rituals; Usage: Sufferers from acrophobia are not 
morbid impulse to wash or to bathe, or an incessant enthusiastic about trekking. | | 
Preoccupation with thoughts of frequent hand- _—_algophobia / algophobiac noun an excessive fear of pain 
washing, or bathing: often seen as an obsessive- Usage: Mankind has suffered and feared pain since 
Compulsive disorder the beginning of time. Although a wide variety of 


drugs are now available to ease pain, many 
algophobiac people still fear pain, especially when 


“sage: Her abh | omania is no less than a curse for 
her family members, 
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they can not explain its cause to their doctor or to 
ofhers around them, 

aporaphobia: ‘searaphoebise noun abnormal fear of 
being in crowds, public places, or open areas 

Veave: Having atendency of agoraphatia, she tends 
te feel more at ease indoors avoiding any sort of 
social gathering. 

alektorephobia / alektor ophobiac noun an abnormal 
fear of chickens which may be a result of the fear of 
feathers, of winged creatures, or of flying animals 
or birds 

Usaee: It is often seen that alekferophobiacs do 
not relish any chicken preparation as their food. 













Note : Such fears may also include eggs and live 
or dead chickens. A few reasons include fears of 
being pecked, swooped upon, and because they 
roost above eye level or that they eat food from 
the ground or manure piles which apparently may 
contaminate the bird. Such fears usually involve 
relative closeness to live chickens, but usually don't 
include cooked chickens 


alethophobia / alethophobiac noun an abnormal fear 
of the truth 


Usage: You can speak even the harshest of the truths; 
I am not an alethophobiac. 


allodoxaphobia noun an abnormal fear of other 
people’s opinions 

Usage: Your allodoxaphobia doesn’t allow you to 
think collectively. 


audiophile noun one especially interested in high- 
fidelity sound reproduction 


Usage: My cousin is a hi-fi audio enthusiast, These 
days many of the youngsters of his age are seen to 
be audiophile, too. 


balletomania / balletomaniac noun extredié 
enthusiasm for the ballet 


Usage: Enthusiasm for the ballet keeps growing; at 
times it approaches balletomania. 

bibliomania / biblionjaniac noun craze for acquiring 
books, especially rare‘ones — 

Usage: Some bidders would have given anything to 


acquire the rare book, but I did not share their 
bibliomania. : 


bibliophile / bibliophilic houn person WhO. loves or 


collects books F 2 


Usage: The World Book Fair held at the Pragati 


Maidan was thronged by bibliophiles from all 
comers of the world. 


bibliophobe / bibliophobia noun person with 
bibliophobia (hatred, fear, or mistrust of books) 
y2 Tre Paap Os ; : mTLst. 
Usage: SERS Spe 3 Stes t effort m some e former 
bibliophobes have started showing inte 





books, 


‘laustrophobia / claustrophoblac noun dread of 


being in closed or narrow spaces 

tisege; Surekha’s claustrophobia dates from the 
time she was trapped in an elevator. 

dipsomania /dipsomaniac noun person with an 
uncontrollable craving for alcoholic beverages 


Usage: The driver in the fatal crash was q 
dipsomaniac, 


ethnomania noun an excessive liking for other races 

Usage: His ethnomania may help in his study of 
anthropology. 

felinophobia / felinophobiac noun an abnormal fear 
or dread of cats; often with some justification 

Usage: She will never pet a pet; she is a 
felinophobiac. 

gallophobia / sallophobiac noun an excessive fear 
of France or anything having to do with France 
including its language and culture 

Usage: His gallophobia has got nothing to do with 
his participation in the Paris Fashion Show. 

gametophobia / gamophobia noun an exaggerated 
fear of being: married 

Usage: His gametophobia discourages him to 
socialize with people of opposite sex . 

gamomania or gamonomania noun a morbid desire 
to get married which may include polygamy ; a form 
of insanity characterized by extravagant or 
outrageous proposals of marriage 


. Usage: At times your gamomania looks cheap and 


lecherous. 
gclophobia noun dislike for laughter 
Usage: Everyone in his group hates his gelophobia. 
hellenophobia (actually, this should be 
hellenologophobia) noun an irrational fear or 
avoidance of Greek and Latin words or any word of 
complex scientific or ‘pseudoscientific’ terminology 
Usage: | admit that while reading the old classics, at 
times I suffer hellenophobia. 


helminthophobia noun a morbid fear of worm 
infestations 


Usage: Some people fear eating certain foods: 
especially pork, fish, etc., because of the! 
helminthophobia. | 

hemaphohia / haematophobia / hematophobia / 
hemophobia noun an abnormal fear of the sight of 
blood or of transfusions, Phobics of blood may 
recoil, close their eyes, or even faint when faced 
with the sight of their own or another’s blood 

Usage: Hemaphobics tend to avoid pursuing 
otherwise attractive careers as doctors Or NUFSES. 
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he naphitiae noun person afflicted with hemophilia, 
a tendency to bleed excessive from minor injuries; 
ceil 
‘sage: A mere scratch can be a life- “threatening 
emergency for a hemophiltac. 


heresyphobia or heresophobia noun an excessive 
fear of challenges to official doctrine, or a fear of ” 


radical deviations from the ‘orthodox’ view 

Usage: Heresy phobia is usually seen more in 
illiterate and religiously rigid people than educated 

and religiously open ones. 

herainomania noun an addiction to heroin 

t’sage; His parents are extremely worried about hig 
heroinomaunia. 

hvdrophobia noun fear of water 


Usage: Dogs having rabies normally develop | 


hydrophobia. 

kleptomaniac noun one who.has a persistent neurotic 
impulse to steal, though not in need 

Usage: Her kleptomaniac habits have caused 
embarrassments to her family members several 
times. - . roa a 

kleptophobia noun an excessive fear of thieves or 
of a loss of property as a result of thievery 

Usage: At times her — becomes 
ridiculous. 

laliophobia or lalophobia noun a terror of talking 
(or of stuttering when trying to talk) 

Usage: An individual’s. speech difficulty may be 
aggravated by situations that arise from his anxieties 
or fears of laliophobia. 

lalomania noun a compulsion or abnormal desire to 
talk excessively 

Usage: Every one of us in our group has become 
bored at one point of time or other because of his 
lalomania. 

latrophobia noun an intense panic about the 
possibility of being robbed either at home or in 
public 

Usage: His family hardly ever enjoys any 
transnational trip because of his latrophobia. 

lepidophobia noun fear of butterflies . 

Usage: I just fail to understand the reason of his 
lepidophobia. 

lepraphobia or leprophobia noun an excessive dread 
of leprosy 
Usage: His lepraphobia came in the way of his 


joining the NGO that worked for the eradication of 
the disease. 


letheomania noun an obsessive desire for, craving | 


for, or fascination with narcotics 


Usage; His letheomania is the main reason behind 


his becoming a drug addict. 


niacromania noun love for large or big things 

Usage: My father suffers a sort of macromania and 
thus always prefers buying jumbo size of just 
everything. 

mania noun exaggerated enthusiasm; craze, mad 
impulse 

Usaxe: Thave a health conscious friend with a mania 
for running who does ten miles a day, rain or shine. 

megalomania noun mental disorder characterized by 
fantasies of grandeur, power, wealth, etc. 

Usage: In his fantasies, Don Quixote did grandiose 
deeds, like fighting giants or rescuing a princess. 
He was afflicted with megalomania. 

monomania noun derangement of the mind on one 
subject only 


Usage: His monomania for revenge on his distant , 


relatives is proof of his insanity. 

ombrophobia or pluviophobia noun fear of rain 

Usage: Since childhood he has been aombrophobiac 
(pluviophobia). : 

onychotillomania noun a tendency to pick at (or 
pull out) one’s finger, or toe, nails 

Usage: It’s high time he overcame with his 
onychotillomania. 

ophidiomania noun an excessive interest in snakes 
or other reptiles including observing them, studying 
them, and having them as pets’ 

Usage; His ophidiomania prompted him to take up 
Zoology Honours for his under graduate studies. 









Note: Ophidiophobia, ophiciophobia, ophiopho- 
biaia is an excessive terror of snakes and other 
reptiles 


ophresiophobia noun an excessive fear of odours 

Usage: He has no liking for perfumes or deodorants 
of any kind, he is an ophresiophobiac. 

ophthalmophobia noun an abnormal fear of being 
stared at 

Usage; I cannot take the stare of anybody positively, 
pethaps I have developed ophthalmophobia. 

opiomania / opiomaniac noun excessive craving 
for opium or opiates in general © 

Usage: Young generation from upper class living in 
metro cities these days tends to get opiomaniac. 

opsimathiphobia noun “the fear of learning 
something too late in ones fife ie 

Usage: .J yst come off your opsimathiphobia and try 
your hands on computers as it is never late to learn 
anything in one’s life. 
opsomania noun a morbid desire for some particular 
food or sweets; a longing for a particular article of 
diet or for highly seasoned food 


| Usage: His opsomania is the real cause of his obesity. 
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phobia noun abnormal and persistent fear, dislike, 


or hatred | 
Usage: Some grown-ups have yet to overcome their 


childhood phobia of the dark. 

photephilic adj. light-loving; requiring abundant 
light 

Usage: Roses are photophilic, they love sunlight. 

photophobia noun painful sensitivity to light 

Usage: Coming out of a movie theater in daylight, 
many of us experience photophobia, until our eyes 
become accustomed again to the light. 

photophobic adj. shunning light; light-hating 

Usage: Photophobic plants, like pachysandra, grow 
best in the shade. 

pyrexeophobia / pyrexeophobiac or pyrexiophobia 
noun an excessive fear of having a fever probably 
because of its relation to some illness 

Usage: It’s nota time to get pyrexeophobiac, instead 
take the child to the doctor. 

pyromania noun insanity characterized by an 
impulse to set things on fire; a mania for 
incendiarism (a desire to set things on fire) 


Usage: Nero, the despotic Roman King was saiq - 
suffer from pyromania as he derived immense 
happiness in bringing about destruction to the old 
monuments and forums by setting them on fire. 

pyrephebia noun an intense fear of fire, Watching 
fires, or that one will start fires; in biology, intoleran} 
of the soil conditions produced by fire; a reference 
to a plant that is unable to re-establish itsels 
following a fire 

Usage His pyrophobia will not allow him to take 
career in fire extinguishing department. 

pyromaniac noun person having an insane impulse 
to start fires 

Usage: Pyromaniacs get thrilled in celebrating 
Diwali as it fulfills their desire of setting fires on 
crackers. 

radiophobia noun an excessive fear of x-rays 

Usage: His radiophobia may come in the way of 
his treatment. 

xenophebia noun unreasonable fear or hatred of 
foreigners or strangers 

Usage: Tourists tend to boycott countries where 
xenophobia is ‘prevalent. 


EXERGISE ° - 





A. Try Hands on using Additional Words for ‘Phobia, Mania & Love (—phile)’ 


Complete the unfinished word by adding one of the following as a suffix: 














Example: 


anglophile monomantia pyromaniac 
hemophilic dipsomania megalomaniac 
gallophobiac claustrophobic 


italophilic 





A xenophobe has an intense dislike of foreigners and strange customs. 


The repofter’s stories were 
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Contextualized Learning of New Words 


Your abnormal or unreasoning fear of fire is nothing but your 
A. __ has an extreme aversion to the French language and culture. 

- they showed partiality to the English. 

Those rulers who believed they were invincible and set out to conquer the world were clearly __._«. 
Anyone working in a small windowless room is likely to get 
Alcoholics Anonymous, an NGO has been doing its utmost to combat 
bacteria thrive in a medium that contains blood. 

admire the achievements, customs, and traditions of the Italian people. 


His towards fulfilling his only objective of life seems to be amazing. 


nature. 


. feelings. 





among young Citizens. 





Read the sentence and choose the word from the given three options that suits best in the giv” 
context, The first answer has been entered as an example. 


Example: 2 °° Se) atte: 


ogy eatin! 
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(c) gardener 
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|. A Hispanophile would have an understandable preference for visiting 


(a) Brazil (b) Mexico (c) Spain 
9. Which of the following creatures is most photophilic? 
(a) mice (b) cockroaches (c) earthworms 
3. You are most likely to encounter a bibliophite in a /an 
(a) art gallery (b) motion picture theater (c) bookshop 
4, You may sometimes encounter xenophobia when you travel in | 
(a) New England (b) the South (c) Europe 
5, If you had acrophobia, you would probably feel most secure 
(a) on a diving board (b) at the beach (c) on a cliff 
6. Which of the following is least likely to appeal to a person afflicted with claustrophobia? 
(a) trekking (b) paragliding (c) cave exploration 
7. Someone who has agoraphobia would be least comfortable in 
(a) an enclosed place (b) an open field (c) under a shady tree 
8. Photophobic individuals do not enjoy 
(a) rafting (b) reading (c) sunbathing 
9. An audiophile is particularly sensitive to 
(a) extreme heat (b) sound distortion (c) inadequate lighting 
10. A kleptomaniac will enjoy 
(a) a visit to a shopping mall (b) a lively party at a nightclub (Cc) an outing to trade fair 


C. Match words of column A with its synonymous words given in column B: 
















A B 

(i) pluviophobia intense craving for alcoholic beverages 
(ii) hydrophobia fear of cat 
(1ii) opsomania fear of laughter 
(iv)  ablutomania desire to get married 
(v) balletomania fear of closed or narrow spaces 
(vi)  lalomania uncontrollable impulse to steal 
(vil) gelophobia fear of blood 
(viii) photophobic fear of rain 
(ix) kleptomaniac desire for some particular food or sweets 
(x) claustrophobia obsession with cleanliness 
(xi)  dipsomania fear of butterflies 
Gai) felinophobia abnormal desire to talk excessively “ 
(xiii) gamomania love for the ballet 

hemaphobia fear of water 






lepidophobia fear of light 
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Latin prefix unf, both meaning ‘one’. 





biennial adj. occurring every two years, continuing | 


or lasting over two years 
Usage: The great biennial World Book Fair that takes 
place in the Pragati Maidan of New Delhi, attracts 
book lovers from all over the country and even 
abroad. 
Or, No one agrees whether binnially means 
“DECUITOUDE every two years’ or ‘continuing for two 
years’ and whether bimonthly means ‘twice a 
month’ or ‘every two months’. May be we should 
stop using both of them until we can decide, 
binary adj. consisting of two things or parts, double; 
involving a choice between two alternatives 

Usage: The Milky ‘Way contains numerous binary 
stars, each cofisisting -of two stars orbiting each 
other, 

Or, Binary has many uses, most of them in technical 
terms. Most computers, for example, are based on 
the binary number system, in which only two digits, 
0 and 1, are used. (Q stands for a low-voltage 
impulse and. Lisgin nds for a high = voltage gappalse), 

bipolar ad, . bavir habe opposed forced ot viev WS, 
having (wo polls sie yposed: points of allgaction 

‘Usage: Out sates 









te, giving rise to such contextual words as 


With English vocabulary expanding every minu | 
ernet), ‘netiquette’ (the etiquette one should 


‘netizens’ (the populace of any country using int | | 
show while doing written communication through internet) etc, it is a smart idea to become 
lar Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes and root 


conversant with the meanings of some popu 
le meaning of the given words. 


words which help in guessing the most probab | 
By words indicating ‘one’, we mean words beginning with: the ancient Greek prefix "ne or the 


=  Monoculture, for example, is the use of land for the growing of only one op, 
2 A unidirectional wheel is a wheel that turns in only one direction. 


Words indicating ‘two’ either have Latin bi/bin/bis or Greek di prefixes. oe 
Similarly, by words indicating ‘many’, we mean words beginning with the ancient Greek on 
poly or the Latin prefix multi, both meaning ‘many’. : 
= A polysyllabic word consists of many syllables. | | os : aa 
= A multinuclear cell contains many nuclei. ' 
















ast 


bipartisan ad]. involving mesibers of two pot 
parties i 

Usage: Since the USA has a two — party system of 
government, legislation often must have some 
bipartisan support in order to pass into law. 

Or, Bipartisan committees review legislation, 
compromising on some points on removing 0 
adding others in order to make the bill more 
agreeable to both parties and‘make bipartisan 
support more likely. 

centenary adj, a 100" anniversary or the celebration 
of it; a centennial | 

Usage; A centenary is, first of all, an anniversaly: A 
new centenary comes every hundred years. 

centigrade adj. relating to a temperature scale if 
which 0° is the freezing point of water and 100° 
its boiling point 


Usage: The normal temperature of a human pody § 
37° centigrade. 


centimeter noun a length measuring 1/100" 
meter, or about 0.39 inch 


of 3 








: st 
on In the metric system, which i is used jn mo® e 


countries of the world, each basic unit of me” to 
of length, area, or volume can be divide e 


ee oi centimeters. 


‘centurion noun the officer in command of a Roma 


a century, originally a troop of 100 soldief 


rsages A centurion was roughly equivalent to a 
captain in today’s Army, and a century was 
approximately an army company. 

decalogue NOUR the Ten Commandments, any basic 
set of rules that is enforced with authority 

{ 'sage- 
pool read like a decalogue. 

decathlon mown an athletic contest made up of ten 
parts 

risage: The decathlon consists of ten separate 
competitions: 100-meter high hurdles, javelin 
throw, disc throw, shot put, pole vault, high jump, 
and long jump. It actually tests an array of major 
athletic skills to assess whether the winner. is truly 
an all around athlete or not. 

jecibel noun a’unit based on a scale ranging from 0 
to about 130.used to measure the loudness of sound, 
with 0 indicating the least perceptible sound and 
130 the average level that causes pain 

Usage: The decibel reading of some everyday sounds 
make for interesting comparisons. Whispers and 

* rustling leaves usually register under 20 decibels. 

“The average level of conversation is about 50 

' decibels while the noisy factories or office 

maehinery is- likely to.have decibel levels of 90 to 

“JQ0# < | 

decimage verb to kill one man in every ten, to reduce 
drastically or destroy most of 

Usage: Before the invention of modern medicine, 
diphtheria and typhoid could decimate the 
populations of entire towns and cities. 

dichotomy noun a division into two often 
contradictory groups;something with qualities that 
seem to contradict each other 

Usage: With her first job she discovered the 
dichotomy between the theories she’d been taught 
in the B — school and the realities of professional 
life. : 

Or, Among other eternal dichotomies, thereis the 
dichotomy between wealth and poverty, between 
the policies of the political parties and their degree 
of adherence to them, between a government's 
words and its actions. | 

diplomatic adj. relating to negotiations between 
nations, tactful 

Usage: Diplomats are famous for their tact, sensitivity 
and of cotirse the diplomatic statements that they 
give to the media. 

re in his dealings with my cranky old Aunt, Dinesh 

'ys diplomatic, and surprisingly she was 
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irections at the same time 


ae 


— = 
; a 
Lease 


{1% ine: A. duplex generally is either a two-family 

howe a twoestory apartment. 

Or, In computer science and telecommunications, 
duplex ( full-duplex) communication can go in both 
directions at once, while half-duplex 
communication can go only one way at a time. 

duplicity noun deception by pretending to feel and 
act one way while acting in another 

Usaxe: They were accused of duplicity in their 
dealings with both the parties. 

Or, The Greek god Zeus often resorted to duplicity 
to get what he wanted, and most of the time what 
he wanted was some woman. 

hemiplegia noun total or partial paralysis of one side 
of the body that results from disease of or injury to 
the motor centers of the brain 

Usage: There was disagreement among the therapists 
about how the patient’s hemiplegia be cured. 

millefleurs adj. having a pattern of small flowers and 
plants all over. 

Usage: Rekha was painstakingly embroidering a 
millefleur pattern on a pillow cover. 

millenarianism.noun belief in the 1000 year era of 

‘holiness foretold in the Book of Revelation; belief 
in an ideal society to come, especially one brought 
about by revolution 

Usage: Millenarianism is one of the future—oriented 
beliefs common in New Age movement. The history 
of Christianity is filled with episodes in which 
members of sects were certain that the biblical 
millennium was arriving and gathered together to 
await it. Some nonreligious millenarians have also 
believed in a future utopia, one marked by human 
perfection. . 

millipede noun any of a class of many—footed insects 

that have a cylindrical, segmented body with two 
pairs of legs on each segment,.and, unlike 
centipedes, no poison fangs . 

Usage: As they turned over rocks: and the bricks in 
their search for the lost bracelets, millipedes of 
various sizes went scurrying off. 

millisecond noun one thousandth of a second 

Usage: The life of a lighting bolt is measured in a 
millisecond. os 

Or, With.the ever-increasing: speed of modern 
technology, even a millisecokd seems a little 
sluggish. Computer operations are now. measured 
in: nanjgseconds-that is, billiontiof a sécond, 

monogamous. adj. ‘being married ‘fo one person OF 

d yvingone mate at a time 
Jeese, swans, and many other birds are 
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Or, Hindu marriage is by law monogamous, people 
are permitted to have only one spouse (husband or 
wife) at a time. 

monograph noun learned treatise on a particular 
subject; a scholarly essay written on a single small 
topic and published separately 

(sage: In 1905, Albert Einstein published his first 
monograph on the Theory of Relativity, 

monolithic adj. appearing to be a huge, featureless, 
often rigid whole; made up of material with no 
joints or seams 

lsege: The former USSR seemed monolithic and 
indestructible to the West, but the monolith 
crumbled with the breakup of the Soviet Union into 
independent republics. 

Or, To a lone individual, a huge corporation or a 
government bureaucracy may seem equally 
monolithic. 

monolegue or monolog noun lengthy talk by one 
person 

Usage: The next scene in this play is a monologue 
since one actor does all the talking. 

monorail noun railways whose bogies are supported 
on or under a single rail 

Usage: Monorails provide transportation over short 
distances in several cities. 

monosyllabic adj. having only one syllable (anto 
polysyllabic, having two or more syllables) 

Usage: All the words in “all dressed up and no place 
to go’ are monosyllabic. 

monotheism noun the worship of a single God 

Usage: Christian monotheism finally triumphed in 
the Roman Empire in A.D. 392, when worship of 
all the pagan gods and goddesses was forbidden. 

Or, As the Bible relates, several times in their history 

the Hebrews turned away from there monotheistic 
religion and accepted foreign gods, such as those 
imported by King Solomon. 

monotonous adj. tiresome because of lack of variety 

Usage: The same routine to be followed each day 
has made it quite monotonous lifestyle. 

multicultural adj. reflecting many different cultures 

Usage: In a multicultural city like New Delhi, one 
can see the temples, churches, mosques, and 
Synagogues all standing tall and speaking its 
citizen’s brotherhood and religious tolerance, 

multifaceted adj. having many facets or aspects 

Usage: Labor disputes are usually multifaceted; they 
involve wages, health soe et epeine podbean 
and many related. matters. saga 

| multilateral. adj. having: Mi aii y Sil : 






ase ‘ uy 
Ru! ‘ 
1 
se 


sided) 

E/saze: In 1911, a multilateral agreement was Signed 
by Great Britain, Japan, Russia, and the US on the 
hunting of seals. 

multimedie adj. involving a combination of media, 
such as TV, radio, and newspapers 

Usage: Companies that use TV and radio ads are 
multimedia advertisers. 

multinational adj. having subsidiaries or operation 
in several countries 

Usage: We deal with a multinational bank that has 
offices in the world’s leading cities. 

pentathion noun an athletic contest in which each 
athlete competes in five different events 

Usage: The ancient Greek pentathion tested 
warriors’ skills in sprinting, long jumping, javelin 
throwing, disc throwing, and wrestling. 

Or, The modern pentathion includes swimming, 
cross-country running, horseback riding, fencing, 
and target shooting. 

pentateuch noun the first five books of the Old 
Testament, are traditionally said to have been 
written by Moses 

Usage: Pentateuch means simply ‘five book.’ 

Or, He did his graduate work on Genesis, the first 
book of the pentateuch. 


Note : In Greek, the Pentateuch (which Jews call 
the Torah) includes the books of Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Among 
these are some of the oldest and most famous 
stories in the Bible, including the story of Moses, 
and some of the oldest codes of law 








pentameter noun a line of poetry consisting of five 
metrical feet 

Usage: Shakespeare’s tragedies are written mainly 
in blank verse, which is unrhymed iambic 
pentameter. 


pentagram noun a five-pointed star usually made 
by connecting alternate points with a straight line 
and sometimes used in magic or occult practices 

Usage: Many people believe in the positive effects 
that come from crystals, meditation, and 
pentagrams. 

polygamist noun person married to two or more 
mates at the same time (anto: monogamist, perso" 
with only one spouse at a time) 

Usage: It was his third marriage, and not having bee? 
divorced from his first two wives, he was in fact 4 
polygamist. 

-.Patyglot noun person who speaks or writes several 

. languages 


an A LL at 
Usage: Our guide was a polyglot who spoke English 
Hindi, Spanish, French, and Chinese. ) 

polymatit moun person of great and diversified 
learning 

Usage: My knowledge is not encyclopedic. 1 am not 
a polymath. 

polytechnic adj, providing instruction in many 
‘echnical arts and applied sciences 

isage: Degrees in engineering, applied physics, and 
industrial technology can be earned at polytechnic 
institutes, 

palytheistic adj. believing in more than one god (anto 
monotheistic, believing in only one god) 

Usage: When the Hebrews first adopted the concept 
of one God, most of the other religions were 
polytheistic. 

quadrennial adj, happening every four years; lasting 
for four years 

Usage: The Olympic Games is a quadrennial event. 
Likewise the World Cup in soccer, the greatest 
single sporting competition in the world, is also a 
quadrennial. To complete, though it might seem 
to take a millennium. 

quadrille noun a square dance popular in the 18" 
and 19" century, made up of five or six patterns for 
four couples; music for this type of dance 

Usage: The quadrille, named for its four couples, 
seems to have begun as French country nobility; 
as performed by elegantly dressed aristocrats, it 
became slow and formal. 

quadriplegic noun paralyzed in both arms and both 
legs 

Usage: A motorcycle accident in her teens had killed 
her father and left her a quadriplegic for the rest of 
her life. 

quartile noun one of four equal groups which 
contains a quarter of a statistical population 

Usage: A quartile is essentially a quarter of a specific 
group that has been tested or evaluated in specific 
ways. The first quartile scores highest, the second 
quartile next highest, and so on. 

quincentennial noun a 500" anniversary, or the 
celebration of such an event 

Usage: In 1992, the whole world celebrated the 
quincentennial of Christopher Columbus’s first 
voyage to America. : | 


quintessential adj. representing the essence or the 












perfect or typical example of something 
Usage: Roasted garlic ‘with sheep's milk cheese: 

the quintessential. Corsican heer ee 

Muintessential Sunday b 


Usage: Box kites are often ma 
. rather than squares or triangles. 


asi 2: tetralogy noun 


4gtra pod noun a vertebrate with two pairs of limbs 
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quintet or a basketball team 

(sexe; The team’s five starters are considered one 
of the most talented guintets in professional 
basketball, 

quintile noun & adj. one or another of the values 
that divide a tested population into five evenly 
distributed classes; one fifth of a circle 

Usage: We Indians love statistics about ourselves and 
use them for everything from income to ice cream 
consumption to trash production. Each of these 
ratings can be divided into quintiles; the fifth or 
lowest quintile would include the 20 per cent of 
the population who make the least trash, and the 
first quintile would include the 20 per cent who 
make, eat, or generate the most. 

semitone noun the tone at a half step 

Usage: Semitones are the smallest intervals that are 
used intentionally in almost any of the music we 
normally hear. 

semiconductor noun a solid that conducts electricity 
like a metal at high temperatures and insulates like 
a nonmetal at low temperatures 

Usage: A semiconductor is a crystal material whose 
ability to conduct electricity rises as its temperature 
goes up and can be varied by adding small amounts 
of impurities. 

Or, A manufactured chip of the semiconductor 
silicon, less than half an inch square, may contain 
hundreds of thousands of transistors that can serve 
control and memory functions when installed in a 
computer, automobile, calculator, VCR, or 
microwave oven. 

tetracycline noun a yellow crystalline antibiotic 
effective against a wide range of organisms 

Usage: Antibiotics work against bacteria and other 
tiny organisms that sometimes infect the body, 
though not against viruses of any kind. 
Tetracycline, which comes from a kind of soil 
bacteria, is one of the most used of the antibiotics. 
It can be effective against acne, Lyme disease (tick- 
transmitted disease characterized at first by a skin 
rash, headache, fever, etc. and later by arthritis and 
heart damage. Also called Lyme arthritis) 
Chlamydia, cholera, rickets, and various lung and 
eye infections, among other things. 

tetrahedron noun a solid shape formed by four flat 


faces: - 
de with tetrahedrons 


a set of four connected literary, 
artistic, or musical works 

Usage: Eight of Shakespeare’s history plays are often 

- grouped into two tetralogies. 
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Usage: The earliest fetra pods (or ‘four-footed’ 
animals) wete mammal-like reptiles that evolved 
before the rise of the dinosaurs and ranged from 
mouse-sized to cow-sized, 
tricereteps noun one of a group of large dingsaurs 
that Jived during the Cretaceous period and had 
three horns. a bony crest or hood, and hoofed toes 
t svrees The tricerafeps were one of the last dinosaurs 
to evolve and also one of the Jast to become extinct. 
They could reach lengths of 30 feet and could stand 
nearly eight feet high. Despite their ferocious looks 
and their two sharp three-foot-Jong horns, the 
triceratops were actually vegetarian. 
tricelowr noun having three colours; a national flag 
that has three colours arranged in three equal 
horizontal or vertical bands 
(sage: The Indian flag is tricolour, as are the Italian, 
Irish, German, Dutch, and Belgian flags, The 
colours vary, as do the direction of the stripes. 
irident noun a three-pronged spear carried by various 
sea gods in mythology; any three-pronged spear 
Usage: The trident has long been used to spear fish 
in different parts of the world, but it has also been 
used as a weapon. 
trimester noun a period of about three months, 
especially one of three such periods in a human 
pregnancy; one of three terms into which an 
academic year is sometimes divided 
Usage: Many women experience morning sickness 
in the first trimester of pregnancy. 
trinity noun the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
as three person in one God in Christian belief; a 
group of three people; a condition of being three 
or threefold | 
Usage: The nature of the trinity or Holy Trinity has 
caused centuries of argument and division within 
the Christian faith. 
trilogy noun a-series of three creative works that are 
closely related to develop a single theme 
Usage: As a trilogy has three parts, many authors 
have chosen them to allow themselves to develop 
a more complex plot of story or cover a longer span 
of time. 
Or, The three Star Wars movies of George Lucas are 
an example of a trilogy. 
triptych ndun a picture or carving made in the form 
of three panels side by side; gee g composed 
or presented in three scetigm: | : 
iste A painted or carved iri up. ch past 
anels; the two outer pa ls spb) 
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of ” ip fiat she 

scenery, 

Or, Vo trivialize some thing i to treat it as iF it didn’ 
matter, as JE It were just another triviatily, 

unanimous adj, being of one and ihe carne Opitsicpy 
showing complete agracsnicn 

Feape: On the matter of raising the dues, we were 
not unanimous, one member dis vents, 

unicameral ad). Con 4] sting of cr having fy Fin 
legislative Chamber 

Usupe: China has a unicameral system of 
sovernment; a single group of legislators mests try 
make its laws. 

uniform adj, always the same; not varying in form, 
degree, or manner 

Usave: The construction has not been of uniform 
quality; most of it is good, but some of It 1s poor. 

unilateral adj. done by one person or party; one 
sided; affecting one side of the body 

Usage: The Japanese Constitution of 1947 includes 
a unilateral rejection of warfare as an option for 
their country. 

Or, The United States announced a unilateral 
nuclear-arms reduction in the early 1990s. Such 4 
reduction never occurred in the previous decades. 

unique adj. being the only one of its kind; highly 
unusual 

Usage: Donna’s new dress is remarkable but not 
unique; two others in the graduating colleg¢ 
function wore somewhat similar kind of dress¢s. 

unisex adj. not distinguishable as male or female: 
designed for both Sexes 

Usage: The unisex clothes of the factory workers 
working in the manufacturing units made it difficult 
to tell whether a particular individual was a ma 
a woman. 

unison noun perfect agreement; sameness of musical 
pitch . 

Usage: Music of the early Middle Ages was a 
to be sung in unison, which can sound strange " 
modem crowd, Crowd responding to a speaker ™ me 
shout in unison, and a group of demonstial® 
chant in unison. 
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anitsrian noun relating or belonging (O a religious believing in a singl se 
group that believes that Goo exists only in one 318" contury England hsp ie be Amerioa ie 
person and SIresses td Se sent et eet the early 19" century. By rejecting the idea of the 

sage: Wiih his attarian tendencies, he wasn’t three-part Trinity — God as father, son, and Holy 
likely to get into fights over religious beliefs, Ghost — they denied that Christ was divine and thus 


Unitarianism, originally a sect of Christianity cannot truly be considered Christians. 


Or, 





Try Hands on Building Additional Words for ‘One and Many’ 
















A. 
Complete the unfinished word by adding one of the following as a prefix: 
Example: 
Mono-gamy in the practice of being married to only one person at a time. 
1. To be in perfect ~son, we must’act together as one. 
2. When you have several million rupees, you will be a -millionaire. 
3. A -clinic is a clinic or hospital treating many kinds of diseases. 
4. If you can speak or use only one language, you are -lingual. 
5. An exhibit is -chromatic if it uses several of changing colors 
6. Thisisa -racial city; members of several races live here. 
7. -gamy is the practice of being married to two or more spouses at the same time. 
8. You need excellent balance to ride the one-wheeled vehicle called a -cycle. 
9, | - tarianism is belief in one Almighty. | 
10. An eyeglass for one eye only is known as a - ocle. 
B. Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 
A B 
(i) triptych multilingual 
(ii) ~ quintile - having the nearly perfect manifestation of a quality or thing 
(iii) tetrahedron double dealing 
(iv) polyglot supported by two parties 
(v) polygamist insignificant 
: Vi) unicameral] harmony 
(vii) unanimous one fifth of a circle 
(viii) hemiplegia slay 
(ix) centurion with four triangular faces yt, 
(x) _ bipartisan an ancient writing tablet of three leaves hinged together : 
| (xi) ° duplicity undivided - . a : 
1 Ogi) de having multiple sex partners | * 
ic ae = uin tial partial paralysis 3 o 
a <*> ‘Single legislative chamber 
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Words for Over & Under 


OTT ara 


Apart from being used alone (as preposition), words like ‘over’ and ‘under’ can be Of great Use 
for giving diversified meanings when used as prefixes. Amusingly, you affix such prefixes hel 
‘main word’ to give completely opposite meanings. Take for instance, words like Overweigny 
meaning fat bulky physique and ‘underweight’ for a skinny lanky feature. | 
Similarly, you often hear that a certain person is a patient of hypertension or hypotension, The 
blood pressure or the state of blood flow in that person is thus denoted by words like Ayper oy 
hypo that alternately stand for over & under, thereby giving a sense of more than normal ang 
less than normal, respectively. 

There are several such words which, when used as prefixes, attach a sense of more or Jess to 


a 


the main word. Let us observe some of them. 


= A hyperacid stomach, for example, is one that produces too much acid, over or above 
the amount needed for normal digestion. 


@ A superstructure is all of a building over or above the foundation. 


Similarly, by words indicating ‘under, we mean words beginning with the Greek prefix hypo or 
Latin prefix sub, both meaning ‘under’ or ‘below’ 


co A hypoacid stomach produces too little acid, under or below the amount needed for 


normal digestion. 


= A substructure is an under structure or foundation of a building. 


hyperacidity noun excessive acidity, especially in 
the stomach 

Usage: The indiscriminate taking of antacids to 
relieve hyperacidity can lead to serious 
consequences. 

hyperactive adj. excessively active 

Usage: Let me warn you not to believe all the stories 
the child has been telling; she has a hyperactive 
imagination. 

hyperbole noun a way of speaking or writing that 
makes someone or something sound bigger, better, 
more etc, than they actually are 

Usage: The blurb on the back of the book was ful] of 
the usual hyperboles ‘such as enthralling? 
‘fascinating’ and. SO on. | ee a 

by pereri itical adj. excessively fault-finding; captions 


Usage: You always find: fault with others and never 


say a. aoe word 3 about gene. Shel are eee SO 





and increases very quickly 
Usage: The Economists will soon find out some ¥*! 

to check this state of hyperinflation in the cou" 
hypermarket noun a very large shop, usually ovisi® 

the centre of town | 
Usage: With the boom in the real estate market™™ 

hypermarkets are coming up. 
hypersensitive adj. abnormally sensitive 
Usage: Lata’s feelings are easily hurt: 

hypersensitive, 

ess 

hypertension noun abnormally high blood Pp 


ost 
A 0 40! 


she 18 


Usage: Hypertension is quite common. 
one of us knows someone who has hig 
pressure. , 

hy perventilation noun breathing too quickl) 
causing too much oxygen to enter the blo as 

_ Usage: Hyperventilation can be caused Y 
panic. 
~ hypochondriac noun a person who ©? 


Worries about his health without having * 
to do so 


ot ‘7 


14. eh 





Usage’ She is such a hypochonrdriac that there js 
hardly any day that she spares her doctor. 

hypodermic noun small syringe with a hollow needle 
for making injections beneath the skin 

Usage: Addicts may contract AIDS if they inject 
drugs with an unclean lypodermic, 

hypoglycentic adj. afflicted with hypoglycemia (an 
abnormally low concentration of sugar in the blood) 

sages Patients whose blood sugar level is 
abnormally high are rypoglycemic, and those whose 
level is abnormally low are hypoglycemic. 

hyposensitize verb make less sensitive 

Usage: The patient received treatment to 

hyposensitize her to the pollen causing her allergic 

reaction. 


hypotension noun abnormally low blood pressure 

Usage: Do you have hypotension? My blood 
pressure, too, is abnormally low. 

hypotenuse noun the longest side of any triangle 
which has one angle of 90° 


Usage: According to Pythagorus’ Theorem, the 
square of the hypotenuse of a right angle triangle is 
equal to the sum of the squares of the other two 
sides. . 

hypothesis noun an idea or explanation for something 
that is based on known facts but has not yet been 
proved 

Usage: Several hypothesis for global warming have 
been suggested in the recent years. 

hypothesize verb to give a possible but not yet proven 
explanation for something 

Usage: There is no point hypothesizing about how 
the accident happened, what is needed now is to 
take all the injured to the nearest hospital. 

hypothetical adj. imagined or suggested but not 
necessarily real or true 

Usage: This is all very -bypothetical so as an 
investigating officer he should not take any decision 
without getting to know the reality behind the whole 
story. 

hypothermia adj. subnormal body temperature 
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sub judice adj. bein : 
\“eourt’ at the present time, 
-. gonsideration 


. gannot be publicly discussed in the media. 
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photograph a variety of sub 


ale aqueous animals and 


sub arid adj. land or Weather t 


hitis quit 
little rain at is quite dry, having 


a fe rare ‘ : 
/sake: Some parts of Rajasthan have sub arid 
weather, 


subcommittee noun a small group of people who 


represent a larger organization and make decisions 
for it 

Usage: 

Usage. Several subcommittees will be set up to deal 
with specific environmental issues. 


subcompact noun a very small car 
Usage: It is economical to hire a subcompact when 
travelling alone. 
subconscious noun the part of our mind which 
notices and remembers information when we are 
not actively trying to do so, and which influences 
our behaviour although we are not aware of it 
Usage: His memory was buried deep within my 
subconscious. 
subcontinent noun a large area of land which is part 
of a continent, often referring to India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh 
Usage: His recent book throws light on the history 
of railways in the subcontinent. 
subcontract verb to pay someone else to do part of a 
job that one has agreed to do 
Usage: Most of the bricklaying has been 
subcontracted to a local builder. 
subculture noun the way of life, customs and ideas 
of a particular group of people within a society, 
which are different from the rest of that society 
Usage: The tribal people of some parts of Madhya 
Pradesh practise a unique subculture. 
subcutaneous adj. being, living, or introduced 
beneath the skin 
Usage: A first-degree burn reddens only the outer 
layer of the skin, with no subcutaneous damage. 
subdue verb to reduce the force of something, or to 
prevent something from existing or developing 
Usage; Most of the parents criticized the school for 
trying to subdue individual expression. | 
subhuman adj. having or showing behaviour or 
characteristics which are much worse than those 


g studied or decided in a law 
under judicial 
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rb to treat oneself, one’s wishes or one’s 


subjugate ve 
ss important than those of other 


beliefs as being le 
people : 
Journalists must subjugate personal political 


Eisege: , 
] commitment to 


convictions to their professiona 
fairness and balance. 
sublet verb to allow someone (0 rent all or part of a 


house or other building which is already taken on 


rent from someone 

Usage; Our rental contract states that we are not 
allowed to sublet the house. 

euh lethal adj. not quite lethal (death causing); 
‘nsufficient to cause death 

Lisage: The would-be suicide had taken a sub lethal 
dose and was therefore able to recover. 

sub marginal adj. below minimum standards; 


inadequate for some end; unproductive 


Usage; Future increase in silver price may make it - 


economically feasible to reopen mines now 
considered sub marginal. 
sublimate verb to express strong emotions or use 
energy by doing an activity which is usually taken 
to be socially unacceptable 
Usage: Hostile feelings and violent responses often 
seem to be sublimated into sporting activities. 
subliminal adj. not recognized or understood by the 
conscious mind, but still having an influence on it 
Usage: The election contestant was interviewed in 
front of a factory to give the subliminal message 
that he was a man of the people. 
subnormal adj. below an average Or expected 
standard, especially of intelligence 
Usage: The tourists had not expected such 
subnormal temperatures. 
subordinate adj., noun & verb having a lower or 
less important position 
Usage: The individual’s needs are subordinate to 
those of the group. (as Adj.) 
Or, He often misbehaves with his subordinate. 
(as N) | 
Or, Her personal. life has been subordinated to her 
career, (as V) — : | : 
subplot moun a part of the story of a book or play 
which develops separately from the main story . 
Usage; The remarkable blending of the different 
subplots is the real essence Of this story 
pacity; excessively submissive” = 










subside verb 





“The minister who differed with the monarch’. 
d replaced by someone mor. 


sage 


views was ousted an 

subservient. 

to become less strong OF extreme 

Usage: The police hope the violence to subside con 

subsidiary ad]. something less important to the othe, 
thing with which it is connected 


Usage: | am not satisfied with this subsidiary 


position. 
superabundant adj. existing in very large number, 


amount 
Usage: Grap 
parts of France. 
su perannuated 
suitable for work or use 
Usage: He sold off his almost superannuated motor 


bike. 

supercharged adj. very fast or energetic 

Usage: The economy has expanded at a 
supercharged pace. 

supercilious adj. behaving as if or showing that one 
thinks that one is better than other people, and that 
their opinions, beliefs or ideas are not important 


es and olives are superabundant in some 


adj. old, and almost no longer 


Usage: He spoke in a haughty, supercilious voice. 


supererogatory adj. beyond the requirements of 
duty; performed to an extent, that is not demanded 

Usage: Since I am not in charge, it would be 
supererogatory of me to give orders. 

superficial adj. over or on the surface only; not 
profound or thorough 

Usage: The injury is quite superficial, the underlying 


tissues have not been damaged. 


superfluous adj. more than what is needed or wanted 
Usage: The report was marred by a mass of 
superfluous detail. 

, who 


supergrass noun a person, especially a criminal 
t the 


gives the police a lot of information abou 
criminal activities, especially serious ones 
Usage: Life of a supergrass is always at stake. 
superhuman adj. having more powers than, 
seeming beyond the powers of a humat 
Usage: Thanks to the superhuman efforts 0 
volunteers, aid is now getting through to the gisast® 
areas. 
supernatural adj. beyond what 1s nature 
observable; not explainable by the laws 
Usage: Bloodless and fleshless beings. jike & { 
and spirits, belong to the supernatural world, ® 
the real world. : 


f focal 








a_i NT net tacts 
Or, She is said to have supernatural powers and to 
be able to communicate with the dead, 


ry dire dee 


cUpETMUIMNCrArS adj, exceeding the standard or 
prescribed number; extra 

rage: Uf the only tooth you have ever lost was 4 
supermumerary One, You suill have a complete set 
of teeth. 


el le tl 
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“BBEPSE® Verb to replace 


— something, espechall 
something Older or more Be | y 


tape: M ia Old-fashioned 
ne MOSt OF the old road, which stretched fram 
Delhi to Gurgaon, has been superseded by the super 
express highways, oO 
“HECTSonic adj, having a speed beyond that of sound 
Useaes A plane flying above 750 miles an bour (the 
speed of sound) is moving ata supersonic speed, 

























A. Try Hands on Building Additional Words for ‘Over and Under 
Complete the unfinished word by adding one of the following as a_prefix: 
hyper super 
sub 
Example: 
As a diabetic she was accustomed to the occasional frypo - glycemic attack. 
1. Heis - sensitive about his complexion, 
2. In this current cold spell, many old people are dying of -thermia. 
3. This ship has been designed for the -aqueous purposes. ' 
4. Almost all the old buildings in:this area are -ceded by the new sky-scrapers. 
5. Many rich obese women, these days go for operation to get removed the fat from their 
-cutaneous body parts. | 
6. Working as a -grass, he staked his life. 
7. Ghosts and evil spirits are -naturals, 
8. She - jugated herself to her mother’s needs. 
9. The refugees in the camp were treated in a ~-human manner. 
10. Being a _-altern himself he has his own limitations. 
B. Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 
A | B 
(i) superfluous disdainful 
(ii) hypothetical subdivision of a continent 
(iii) hypothermia not fatal 
(iv) subaltern exorbitant 
(v) hyperacidity overstatement 
(vi) hypochondriac speculative 
(vii) hypotenuse vehicle 
(viii) hyperventilation heatstroke = 
(ix) subliminal ee subordinate 
(x) supereilious. ss, variety store fags 
(xii) subcomp: ot es rd 
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Words For Beginning 








How comfortable would you be as a passenger with a tyro at the wheel? What is a swap 


song ? Could you master a subject without studying its rudiments? Tyro, swan song, and 
rudiments are among the useful and interesting words of beginning and ending you will learn 


in this chapter. 





antepenultimate adj. coming immediately before the 
next to the last 
‘sage: The first of your last three chances is your 
antepenultimate chance. 
coup de grace noun decisive finishing blow 
(sage: The challenger had the champion on the ropes 
again and again but could not administer the coup 
de grace. 
debut noun first public appearance 
Usage: The pianist has never performed publicly, but 
she will be making her debut in the Sri Ram Theatre 
on 31* of May. 
demise noun cessation of existence; death 
Usage: New York City has witnessed the birth and 
demise of many newspapers. 
finale noun last scene or act; conclusion; end 
especially of a musical or theatrical performance, 
which is often very exciting or emotional 
Usage: After the finale, all the entertainers 
reappeared on stage. 
genesis noun the origin of something, when it is 
begun or starts to exist; coming into being 
Usage: How did the fight start? What was the genesis 
of the quarrel? 
inchoate adj. just begun; only partly in existence; 
incomplete 
Usage: The house is still in an inchoate state; only 
the frame has been erected. 
infinite adj, endless; without boundaries or limits; 
exceedingly great 
Usage: Our patience is likely to end: it is not infinite. 
initiative verb ability to begin and follow through 
without being urged; enterprise 
Usage: If you lack aptitude for getting things started, 
you are poor in initiative. . 
lapse verb coming to an end; become void . 
Usage: Renew the policy before it expires. Do not 
allow it to lapse. ~*~ Taye 
maiden adj. first, earliest — 
Usage:: The vessel.is neanng Compe aaem 
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soon be making its maiden voyage. 
penultimate adj. next to the last; just before the [ay 
(second last) 
Usage: December 30 is the penultimate day of the 
year. 
preamble noun preliminary statement or event, 
introduction 
Usage: A preamble stating underlying principles 
precedes the body of our Constitution. 
premiere noun first public performance of a play or 
any other type of entertainment 
Usage: The premiere is sold out, but a few tickets 
are available for the second performance. 
rudiments noun the simplest and most basic facts 
about a subject or activity; first principle that must 
be learned; fundamental (usually plural) 
Usage: How can you get to the finals if you have not 
yet learned the rudiments of the game? 
swan song noun a person’s last piece of work, 
achievement, or performance; farewell appearance: 
final creative work of performance 
Usage: Tonight’s speech by the mayor will be ber 
swan song; the new administration takes ove 
tomorrow. 
terminal adj. coming at the end; ending in death 
Usage: The patient was afraid he had a termina 
illness, but his physician assured him he wou! 
recover. 
tyro noun beginner in learning something; °Y 
neophyte 
Usage: These critical times require an expert ® 
helm, not a tyro. sie 
ultimate adj. last in a progression; final; M2 
possible - 
Usage: Bit by bit she has reduced her addict 
ultimate goal is to stop smoking. . and 0! 
ultimatum noun final, uncompromising dem cted 
offer, leading to serious consequences if f°" ag 
Usage: The director sent Ashok this ultima od 
you miss another rehearsal, you will b&" 
from the cast.” 
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A. TryH 
Complete the unfinished sentences by adding one of the following word 
ss 





ands on Contextual Usage of Words for ‘Beginning and ending? | 


swan song inchoate premiere genesis ty 
: Sree ro 





Example : 


Drug addiction is sure to end in a death terminal. 





1. This weekend’s match was his____—_ass the team’s captain. 

2. The ______of the company was sudden and unexpected. 

3, Although she was quite young, she showed a lot of and was promoted to manager after a 
year. 

4. The world of the opera will be aired on the national channel. 

5. It only took him an hour to pick up the of skiing. 

6. All the dancers came on the stage during the grand 

7. She has a child’s awareness of language. 

g. Aamir Khan started as an actor, making his as a child artist in his uncle’s home production. 

9. The audience looked forward to seeing the young ’s next ballet performance. 


10. In her autobiography, she describes the song’s late one night in the remote village. 





B. Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 


A B 
(i) antepenultimate death 
(ii) infinite final offer 
(iii) ultimatum _ end 
(iv) preamble first 


(vy) penultimate endless 
(vi) maiden third last 


(vii) ultimate a finishing stroke 


(viii) demise last 
(ix) coup de grace preface 
(x) lapse second last 





C. Differentiate between the following word-pairs: 


(i) ultimate & ultimatum 
(ii) swan song & swan dive 
(iii) final & finale 

(iv) tyro & trio 

(v) demise & dismiss. 


— 
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the below mentioned three examples: 


before the Revolutionary war. 


meta, 


(ankle) and before the toes. 


suntecedent noun word that a pronoun refers to (an 
antecedent usually comes before its pronoun) 

sage: In “the runner who fell,” who is a pronoun 
and runner is its antecedent. 

antediluvian adj. literally, of the time before the 
Flood described in the Bible ; 

sage: Compared to the models now in dealer 
choweuauit, our twelve-year- “old Jalopy looks 
antediluyian. 

antemeridian adj. occurring before noon 

isage: I get hungry before noon, so I really 
appreciate my antemeridian coffee break. 

antepenult noun syllable before the a (next-to- 

); ire it: from the eng ng 
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You say to your friend, “Meet me at 5 pm sharp,” or a boss instructs his staff, “I want to Sea 
everybody in the office by 10 AM.” Using ‘AM’ or ‘PM’ to specify the time of the day is a Very 
common act. But it is seldom that one wonders what these abbreviations actually mean, ayy 
stands Antemeridian and PM for Postmeridian denoting the time of the day before noon ang 
after noon respectively. The prefixe Ante comes before any word to add a meaning of ‘befor, 
something’ and Post gives the sense of ‘after something’. 

Three common prefixes meaning ‘before’ are the Latin ante and pre and the Greek pro. Observe 


& Ante - revolutionary America is the America in the time of thirteen colonies, je. 


m Pre-Columbian art is the art that flourished in America before the coming of Columbus. 


a A proscenium is the part of a stage before, or in front of the curtain. 
Apart from this the two common prefixes meaning ‘after’ are 3 the Latin post and the Greek 


& Postoperative care is the care that a patient needs after an operation. 
% § The metatarsal bones are the five bones of the human foot that come after the tarsus 


Thousands of words in English are formed with these prefixes. Few are listed below: 


| of a a word, 
tenutt-and of the body sancet 
Usage: The chances of recovery from a 
























metacarpal adj. having to do with any of the five 
long bones after the carpus (wrist) and before ihe 
fingers 

Usage: The metacarpal bones connect the wrist and 
the fingers. 

metaphysics Noun plural branch of philosop! 
dealing with the nature of existence (in Aristotle's 
collected works, his treatise on this subject 
placed after his physics; hence the na 
metaphysics) ‘ 

Usage: The people coming to dinne 
philosophers, so please do not discuss meld? sit a 

metastasis noun (literally, an after condition) ? art’ 

of a malignancy from its original site to 0" 


r are a 


enhanced if the malignant tumor 
early, before metastasis begins. 


of 
‘stence: 
metempsychosis noun supposed a after © 
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souls 


Usage; Some say the soul migrates to a new body 
when the body dies. Do you believe jp 


metempsychosis? 


posieriar adj. coming after; situated behind or toward 


the back 


Usage: Our molars are posterior teeth; they are 


toward the back of the mouth. 

posterity moun those born after a person: 

descendants; future generations 

Usage: Let us solve the problem of pollution now, 
instead of leaving it to our posterity. . 

posthumous adj. born after the death of one’s father: 
published or occurring after one’s death 

Usage: David Copperfield was a posthumous child, 
his father having died six months before David was 
born. . 


postprandial adj. occurring after a meal; after dinner 
Usage: The dinner was delicious, and the « 


postprandial conversation was equally enjoyable. 
predecease verb die before another person 
Usage: Mr. Somers has plenty of life insurance, so 


his wife and children will be well provided forifhe - 


should predecease them. 





passing of the psyche (soul) at death into another 
body, either human or animal; transmigration of 


WORDS FoR BEFORE & AFTER Bll 2] 
prescient adj. seemin 


& to hav . , 
before they occur; g = knowledge of events 


| ifted with foresight 

Usege: I have no foreknowledge of future events 
Lam no prescient. | 

Presentiment noun feelin 
unfortunate is about to ha 
occurs; foreboding 

Usage: Before the 
defeat, and the fin 

progy 


& that something 
ppen before that event 


game, I had a presentiment of 
al score showed I was right. 
‘OSIS Noun forecast; prediction of the probable 
course of an illness: prognostication 


Usage: The prognosis is favorable; the patient should 
recover, 

prophesy verb foretell: indicate beforehand; predict 

Usage: Julius Caesar heard a soothsayer prophesy 
that there would be trouble on the ides of March. 

prophylaxis noun (literally, ‘guarding beforehand’) 
preventive treatment against disease 

Usage: Proper dental prophylaxis includes brushing 
and flossing after meals, plus periodic visits to the 
dentist for checkups and removal of tartar and 
plaque. 

prerecord verb record in advance before use or 
broadcasting 

Usage: Radio and TV programmers often prerecord 
material for broadcast at a later time. 


EXERCISE: 





A. Try Hands on Using Words for ‘Before’ & ‘After’ 


Construct the necessary word (choose the best option given in the bracket at the end of each sentence) 


by adding one of the following prefixes: 





Example : 


Everyone who comes into the world after the explosion-of the first atomic bomb is considered to 


havé been born into the post atomic age. 









( nuclear / agricultural / atomic) 


for them by 


confidence that they and their parties- would 


* 
*, 


1. The bride and groom had not freely chosen each other, their,spouses had been 

their parents, (selected / chic . 

be SWEPT: r 01 ffics mination f eléct on). Pa: Erne eee y Ay. ? 
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eralelection. 


study in 1993. (Btaduate / 
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A(n) cheque bears an earlier date than the one on which it was written. (yearly / Monty 

5. A(n)_____—- * ~ = | 
dated) tory, or do you think a(n) 

6 Should I make some introductory remarks before telling my story, y 


h 
unnecessary? (logue / passage / article) 





7. A(n) is an after form, transformation, or changeover. (prognosis / diagnosis / morphosiy 
g A(n) cheque bears a later date than the one on which it was written. (weekly / dated 
monthly) 


9 A child between the ages of nine and twelve is a(n) 





. (youth / adolescent / infant) 
10. A shipment is one that is paid for in advance. (paid / credited / debited) 


B. Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 


A B 
prophesy hand 


prescient introductory 
metacarpal die 


antediluvian foresighted 


metaphysics anticipate 
posthumous antiquated 
postprandial philosophy 
metempsychosis after death 
predecease 
anterior 


after — dinner 
reincarnation 





C. Differentiate between the following word-pairs: 


(i) prognosis & diagnosis 

(ii) antecedent & precedent 

(ili) ante meridian & post meridian 

(iv) metempsychosis & metamorphosis 
(v) posterior & posthaste 
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harmony. 


extralegal adj. beyond the jurisdiction of the law: 
not regulated by law 

Usage: Smoking in public places, formerly 
extralegal, is coming within the jurisdiction of the 
law. 

extramarital adj. involving in a sexual relationship 
outside one’s marriage; adulterous 


Usage: The charge of adultery was dismissed 
because there was no proof of extramarital 
relations. 


extramural adj, outside the walls or boundaries of a 
school, university, etc. 

The school does not send its athlete to 

compete with those of other schools; it is against 

extramural sports. 


Usage: 


extraneous adj. coming from the outside; not an 
essential part: irrelevant 


Usage: Stick to the topic, do not bring up extraneous 
matters. 


extrasensory adj, outside the ordinary senses; not 
limited to sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell 


Usage: Some say there are. ways’ beyond:the-five 
Senses by which we become aware of sae Do tg 


you believe in extrasensory- perception? 


“xtraterrestrial adj. originating or existing outside 7 


the earth or its atmosphere ye ete 


Usage: Does life exist only on veaggh? ‘Ts - 
fie Lea: rivalry. 


“traterrestriat life Sppositie?. 





Words with Prefixes ‘Extra’ 


Prefixes like extra, intra, inter are quite common in 
beyond. Intra means within. And Inter means bet 


m § Extralegal matters are outside or beyond the jurisdiction of law. 


% When the different factions within a political 


& An intersession is the period between two academic terms or sessions. 
Have a look at some other words that give similar meanings. 
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, Intra’ & ‘Inter’ 
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English language. Intra means outside or 
ween or among. 







party cooperate, there is an intra party 







inferdenominational adj. between, among, or shared 
by different denominations (religions) 
Usage: The campaign has interdenominational 
support; all the faiths in town are backing it. 
interdependent adj. dependent on one another: 
mutually dependent 
Usage: The fact that these nations have formed an 
international trading community shows they are 
economically interdependent. 
interlinear adj. inserted between lines already 
written or printed 
Usage: Make your revision in the margin; interlinear 
changes are hard to read. 
intermarriage noun marriage between persons of 
different religions, races, castes, etc. 
Usage: People generally marry within their own race 
and religion, but intermarriage is not uncommon. 
interpersonal adj. between persons 
Usage: To be a good leader, one must excel in 
. Interpersonal relations, the art of getting along with 
others. 
interracial adj. between, among, or involving people 
of different races 
“Usage? People of several races live there: it is an 
_ interracial neighborhood. 


interregional adj. between regions 


‘Usage: The competition between the regions is 
nothing new; there has always been interregional 
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interurban adj. between cities or towns invited. 

i/sage: The two cities are not connected by a bus intramural adj. within the walls or boundaries of 
line, but there is an interurban tailway. ' school, university, etc. : 

intercity adj. between cities 7 ‘sage: Though I do well in intramura] Sports, 

Usage: An intercity bus offers transportation even not consider myself good enough for j interschola, astc 


aes a. 
beyond the city limits. competiti 


. oe intraorganizational adj. within an organiza: 
intracoastal adj. within and close to the coast sada BaniZation 


Usage; This is an intraorganizational Problen 


i’sage: The intracoastal Waterway provides 
outside organizations have nothing to do with it 


sheltered passage for commercial and pleasure boats 
within the Atlantic coastline. intravenous adj. within or entering by Way of the 
veins 


Usage: The patient was given nourishment by 
intravenous feeding after her operation, 


intradepartmental adj. within a department 


Usege: It will be an intradepartmental gathering 
members of other departments have not been 





EXERCISE 


A. Try Hands on Using Words with ‘Extra’, ‘Intra’ & ‘Inter’ as prefixes 
Complete each sentence given below with appropriate words of extra, intra, or inter. 
Example: 


You are far more alert than the ordinary person; you have extra -ordinary awareness. 


1. ‘The patient was given nourishment by _ feeding after his operation. 

2. People of several races live here, it is an neighbourhood. 

3. Stick to the topic. Do not deviate and bring up matters. 

4. A/an bus does not offer transportation beyond the city limits . 

5. People generally marry within their own race and religion, but nowadays __ marriage is ni! 


uncommon even in a traditional society of India. 
6. The competition between the regions is nothing new; there has always been rivalry. 


7. Does life exist only on earth? Is life impossible? Scientists are trying to find answer of this 
hundred million dollar question, | 

8. ThoughIdowellin____ sports, Ido not consider myself good enough for ‘ ompetition 

9. To be good leader, one must excel‘in relations, the art of getting along with others. 


10. Some people believe there are ways beyond the five senses by which one becomes aware of things thal 
are going to happen. Still how many of us believe in perception? 


11. The anti-reservation campaign has support, all the faiths in ‘town are backing it. 
{2. Smoking in public places, formerly. _ . 1S coming increasingly within the jurisdiction of the ha 


13. The: fapt [ab te Soni yaan N ations SnRye) formed an ipipttistionsl rae recatcaainy shows that the) 
are economically____ 
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14. This is a/an . a OS de ongateations ive. nothing to do witha. 
15. The charge of adultery 0 on um: was) dis oe wai in the court ra ase there " slay . wl 
Felations.. 6» oes an 





16. The two cities are not comer by 


ene alway. 
17. The school does not send its. a hese 
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Try Hanes on Hullding Additional Words 
Complete the spelling of the unfinished words by adding extra, iitra, or inter 
bi , . ™e % i Ba 
Example: 
same cosmile rays reaching (he earth originate outside (he solar system; they are extra - solar, 


(1) An ~ dine Tplinary Winanities Course may involye materials from literature, music, art, 
nid other disciplines of learnings, 


(ii) There is considerable service rivalry between the different branches of the Armed 
Forces, 

Gi) Aschools 0 sevrricular activities may include concerts, plays, debates, and interscholastic 
sports, 

(iv) An + spinal injection beneath the membrane of the spinal cord is these days used to 


administer anesthesia, 

(vy)  Anycomment that a judge privately makes outside of court, rather than from the bench, is 
~ judicial, 

(vi) An. = hemispheric flight is a flight in between hemispheres, 

(vii) Diplomats may not be prosecuted for violating the laws of the territory in which they serve; they 
have ss eferrritorial privileges. 


oe 


(vili) An _+ fining provides extra warmth, 


(ix) _ muscular fat is fat within a muscle, 
(X)e _« stellar space staggers the mind, The distance between stars is incredibly vast. 
* See 













| The prefix Anti comes fro 


being coined. 


But some meanings are less obvious, 


anti-ubortion adj. supporting the belief that abortion 
is morally wrong 

Usage: She is one of the anti-abortion activists who 
publicly condemns various government led 
population control measures. 

antibiotic noun drug, usually derived from living 
organisms, that combats bacterial infection 

Usave: Antibiotics like penicillin and streptomycin, 
hasten recovery from infectious diseases. 

antibody noun immunizing substance formed in the 
body to counteract an invading antigen (foreign 
body) 

Usage: When threatened with tetanus (lockjaw), our 
bodies produce an antibody to kill the invading 
tetanus germs. 


anticlimax noun sudden drop in importance or - 


dignity, either in writing or speaking, creating a 
humorous effect 

Usage: She uses anticlimax. For example, she said 
that for her birthday she wants jeweled earrings, a 
camcorder, and a new flyswatter. 

anticoagulant noun substance that delays or prevents 
coagulation (clotting of the blood) 

Usage: Anticoagulants have saved the lives of many 
patients who have clot-related diseases. 


anlicorrosive adj. counteracting or preventing a 
corrosion (gradual wearing away, si < of 


metals) 


Usage: The outdoor railing was given two coats of a 


good anticorrosive paint to inhibit rust. 


antidote noun remedy that counteracts a poison Ciera: 


disages* us substance ieee as pol 


—= Rect aAN APTER ~ 7 7 - 
= with Pretix — ‘Anti’ 


m Greek, meaning ‘against’ or 


active prefixes in our language, as we can see by the frequency with which new -anti words are 


The meanings of many -anti words are self-evident. 


m An anti perspiration, for example, is a substa 


= What, for instance, is an antimacassar? Or for that matter, an antipyretic? 


Let's see some common as well as some bizarre sounding words with anti prefix. 


| antimacassar noun small cover for arms or ba 









| 


‘opposite.’ It is easily one of the Mog 

















nce intended to reduce perspiration. 


description of its antidote. 

anti-federalist adj. opposed to the establishment of 
a system of government in which power is divided 
between a single central government and several 
regional ones 

Usage: The Foreign Secretary assured anti-federalist 
MPs that he would not agree to anything which 
limited British sovereignty. 

antigen noun a substance that causes the production 
of antibodies in the body 

Usage: Doctors discovered that suddenly his anfigen 
count has gone down. 

anti-establishment adj. opposed to the principles of 
a ruling class or inner circle 

Usage: Millions of citizens opposed te 
government’s policies, and their anti-establishmet! 
views eventually won. 

antihistamine noun drug that helps prevent histamine 
from causing allergic reactions or cold symptoms 

Usage: Cold-sufferers who feel drowsy after taking 
an antihistamine should avoid driving. 

anti-hypertensive adj. effective in reducing high 
blood pressure 

Usage: With the help of anti-hypertensive pills.p ‘ 
weight reduction and restriction: of salt use san 
blood pressure was brought under control. 
Sofas or chairs, either as a decoration or 4 P* ott 

from soiling (originally, against hair oil imp? i 

from. Macassar) | ot! 

a ‘hich would you.prefer for protect 

ninare slipcovers or antimacassar gs) 
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gytion td: gut moun chemical compound that slows 
down oxidation (changes pt ‘oduced by oxygen) and 
checks deterioration 

risage: The addition of antioxidants prevents soaps, 
oils, gasoline, rubber, and food products from 


spoiling. | 
antipafhy monn strong feeling against someone or 


something; dislike; aversion 

reage: A student with an antipathy to books and 

reachers is likely to become a dropout. 

aitipersonnel adj. designed for use against an enemy 
nation’s military personnel or civilians, rather than 
its equipment 

psage: The nation that suffered extremely high 
casualties protested that its foe had used 
antipersonnel bombs. 

antipodes noun plural (literally, with feet opposite) 
parts of the earth, or their inhabitants, directly 
opposite one another on the globe 

Usage: A pair of small Indian islands, New 
Amsterdam and St. Paul, are the antipodes of 
Washington, D.C. 

antipyretie noun substance that reduces fever 

Usage: Her temperature is now normal; the 
antipyretic has brought down her fever. 

antiscurbutic adj. preventing or relieving scurvy 


—. scare ‘een sca voyages used to suffer 
é‘ ays before the antiscurbutic 
properties of limes and other citrus fruits became 
known, 

antisemitic adj, supporter of the strong dislike or 
cruel and unfair treatment of Jewish people 

Usage: Nazi anti-semitic feelings forced him to 
migrate to the USA. 

antiseptic noun substance that combats the germs 
that cause sepsis (disease or decay); germicide 

Usage: Alcohol, boric acid, and hydrogen peroxide 
are common antiseptics. 

antithesis noun exact opposite; contrast 

Usage: Thave found you disloyal and untrustworthy. 
You are the antithesis of what a true friend should 
be. 

antitrust adj. opposing, or intended to oppose, trusts 
(combinations of firms for the illegal purpose of 
destroying competition and controlling prices) 

Usage: Three corporations haye been charged with 
conspiring to fix prices in violation of the antitrust 
laws. 

antiviral adj. acting to make a virus ineffective 

Usage: In 1796, Edward Jenner made an antiviral 
vaccine from cowpox; it provided immunity against 
the smallpox virus. 


EXERCISE ©, 





A. Try Hands on Using Words with ‘Anti’ as Prefix 


Use each of the following words no more than once in answering t 















antipyretic 





Example: ... - 


A person who. aceldeutally swallows a poison can usually be 


time, 


1. The outdoor railing was given two coats of a food: ——_—— : 
stances), produces ___—- 
but not aaa viruses, 


: The body, when invaded by antigens (foreign su 
We have drugs that are effective against bacteria, 


en! 3 substance will = discovers: 
4. eae isan, 





antibiotic antidote antioxidant | 

antiscorbutic antibody antiestablishment 

antipathy antiseptic anticlimax 

antithistamine antipersonnel antithesis 

anticoagulant antihypertensive ' antipodes 

antitrust anticorrosive antimacassar 
antiviral 





he questions below. 













saved if the correct antidote is given in 





ce _ paint to inhibit rust. 
sto resist the invaders. 


ara knows when a practical 
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Edna isthe __—_ of her brother. He is aloof, but she is friendly. 
Aspirin is an ____+____, it reduces fever. 
You seem to have an ____ to Louise. Why don‘t you like her? 


The mouthwash recommended by the dentist contains an _______— to arrest the growth of harmfy) 
bacteria. 





drugs are often prescribed for persons with high blood pressure. 

A heart patient may be given an to reduce the danger of internal clotting. 

Now she supports the government's policies, but for a long time she waS ___- 

Vitamin C is , It fights scurvy. 

When it is noon in England, it is midnight in New 7Fealand and Australia because these places are 
England's 

s help protect the arms and backs of sofas against soiling. 


Three corporations have been charged with conspiring to fix prices in violation of the____———_—Jaws, 
An may give relief from the sneezing, Runny nose, Inflamed eyelids, and other unpleasant 
effects of histamine. 

Note how the italicized words produce in the following, he has an insatiable appetite for 
wealth, fame, and pickled herring. | 

The nation that suffered extremely high casualties protested that its foe had used _____ bombs. 


s inhibit oxidation in the foods to which they are added and exten their shelf life. 


Match words of column A with their meaning / synonymous words given in column B: 


A _&B 
antipyretic ' antibacterial 
antiseptic helps to check deterioration of food & soaps 
antitrust : hostility 


antiviral oo bathos 


antipode ° - abates fever 


anticorrosive ' counteractant 

anticlimax counteracts wearing away of metals 
antidote yO opposed to trust 

antioxidant checks viral growth 

antipathy “exact -opposite 
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Words for Concealment & Deception 










There is a great deal of concealment in our complex world — 
, — some of 
the others may not. There is also a considerable amount of paedes pr da apenip ate 
ay-to- 


day interaction and operation. A sound knowledge of the follow; 
In t ee 
instances of concealment and deception with equal ease. 9 words will help you to describe 


abscoud verb depart secretly and hide, especially to 
avoid prosecution 

Usage: Fearing the indicted financier would abscond, 
the prosecutor asked for very high bail. 


Usage: All of our dealings are in the open; we do 
not engage in covert activities. 


cryptic adj. having or appearing to have a hidden 
meaning; baffling; mysterious 


fas moun assumed name . — 
alias Usage: The eryptic message, written in code, had no 


Usage: The name the suspect gave at the time of his meaning for the ordinary person. 
arrest proved to be an alias. duplicity noun double-dealing; hypocritical 
anonymous adj.supplied or written by one whose deception 
name is not known or is withheld : Usage: Though posing as a friend, she kept ridiculing 
Usage: You have the right to know the name of your me behind my back, until I discovered her duplicity. 
accuser; you cannot be tried on anonymous facade noun false front; artificial or superficial 
charges. : | appearance 
cache noun safe place for hiding and storing treasure, Usage: Be careful. He presents a facade of honesty, 
supplies, etc. . ‘+! but he is very crooked. 
Usage: This is a poor hiding place for our pia as feign verb make a false show of; pretend; simulate; 
I know of a better cache. _counterfeit 
canard noun false, deliberately made-up report or ~ Usage: It is useless for me to feign interest in the 
story : _ subject. [ am no good at pretending. 
Usage: Eventually the magazine article was exposed impersonate verb pretend to be some other person; 
as a canard, the events it described had never ~ assume the character of 
occurred. Deaths ' Usage: The fugitive is expert at disguises and may 
coHasion noun secret agreement for a deceitfil: attempt to impersonate a police officer. 
purpose; conspiracy insidious adj. lying in wait to entrap; crafty; 
Usage: Each of the- buyers made the same | treacherous 
outrageously low offer; they seemed to be: acting Usage: Do not rule out the possibility of an ambush; 
in collusion against me. the enemy is insidious. 
con vew swindle, after first gaining 'u the confidence latent adj. present though invisible and inactive; 
of the victim; trick; coax | potential 
Usage: She is crafty. Don’ t let her con you into ~ Usage: The teacher recognized Eva's Jatent musical 
singing anything. . , talent and encouraged her to develop it. 


connive verb cooperate ‘Secretly with someone fora ~ malinger verb pretend to be ill or incapacitated so 


deceitful purpose; conspire i as to avoid work or duty. 

Usage: J. Jayalalitha suspects some of her lukewarm. tm ieee ae cook must have been really ill when he 
Supporters may connive with her opponents: to a a ad. | x ‘home’ he’ is not one to malinger. 
defeat her in the Assembly Elections. Riis on noun condition of being withdrawn in & 


A ee ip sae ae eee a r itude 
“Overt adj. covered over? secret; surreptitious ©" 7. place hata to reach; ea 
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‘sages After the tragedy she retired from society and Uisawe; 1 will not allow them to suborn me Why 


went into seclusion. | should I commit perjury? 

subar verb to get or bring about through bribery or sutvierfuge noun trick or plan to conceal one’s true 
other illegal methods; to induce or instigate objective; stratagem; deception 
(another) to do something illegal, especially to — {/xa/pe; By the subterfuge of the wooden horse, the 
commit perjury; to induce someone to testify falsely Greeks gained entry into the fortified city of Troy. 





Sian iia By ere wt ae mA 
Se es 
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A. Try Hands on Using ‘Concealment & Deception’ Words 


Complete the unfinished sentences by filling the blanks with one of the following words (change tj, 
verbs according to the tense requirement of the given sentences): 


subterfuge con abscond 


seclusion canard anonymous 
suborn malinger feign 





Example: 


They connived to break the school rules at every opportunity. 


The money was donated by a /an _______ benefactor. 

Rajbala felt that she had been _______ into buying the company shares. 

The corrupt officers’ investigation report was nothing but a/an 

She from boarding school with her boyfriend. 

The way he shirks doing any work indicates his habit of 

The superstar of the yesteryears has been living in ________ since he retired from acting. 
They ________ the new recruit in the illegal deal. 

It is clear that they must have obtained the information by 


ee a Se 


She responded to his remarks with _________ amusement. . 


a 


Contextualized Learning of New Words 


Read the sentence and choose the word from the given three options that suits best in the given 
context. The first answer has been entered as an example. 


Example: 


The government was accused of —_____ military operations against the regime 

(a) libral (b) covert (c) strict 

Ans: (b) 
1. The police raided the _____—__ full of arms. 

(a) cache (b) canard (c) facade 
?. The investigating agency found it difficult to decode the ________ message. 

(a) suborn (b) anonymous (c) cryptic 
es _ blood pressure is a/ an —______ condition which has few symptoms, 

(a)insidious ag aa a cryptic (c) suborn 
4. His family is accused of working i oe with the terrorist network. 

(a) collaboration : ce 0 eae 2 ) collusion (c) communion 
5. Behind that amiable — he is a deeply unpleasant man, | 

(a) connive ) sctigsian | (c) facade 
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Bureaucrats and ministers were accused of _______. with the foreign companies in the arms deal 
(a) absconding (b) conniving (c) malingering | | 

‘ ‘ ra o tee pits 
The team of journalists working in the ‘sting operation’ got the details of the scam by the well planned 


aero 
,) subterfuge b) facé 

(a} sute . ( » beanie (c) suborn 

They were accused of __________ In their dealings, 

(a) subterfuge (b) suborn (c) duplicit 

Two prisoners ———_—— last night. / 

(a) conspired (b) absconded (c) impersonated 

The builders ————— him out of his life savings. 

(a) robbed (b) conned (c) feigned 


Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 


A B 

cache conspiracy 
duplicity concealment 
facade portrayed 
latent -- mysterious 


cryptic | treacherous 


covert hypocrisy 
impersonate. hidden reserve 


insidious dormant 


collusion sobriquet 


alias clandestine 








‘CH {AP TIER 
Words for Different Colours 
in. Colour can sway thinking, changg 
tate or soothe your eyes, raise yOur blood pressure o, 


taxes, there is no escaping colour. It Is ubiquitous! Yet 
hought, why are people more relaxed in green rooms or 










Colour plays a vitally important role in the world we live 


actions, and cause reactions. It can irri 
suppress your appetite. Like death and 
what does it all mean? Have you ever t 
for that matter, why do weightlifters do their best in blue gyms? 

Critics view it as an overstatement of what can be justified by research, and point out that 
different cultures have completely different interpretations of colour. When used in the right 
ways, colour can save on energy consumption. When used in the wrong ways, colour can 
contribute to global pollution. | 
Practitioners of colour psychology sometimes called ‘colour consultants’, claim hues in the red 
area of colour are typically viewed as ‘warm’ while those in the blue and green range are typically 
viewed as ‘cool’. Reds are also viewed as active and exciting, while the blues and greens are 
viewed as soothing and passive colours. Physiological tests have revealed similar responses, 
It's claimed that ‘red’ hues increase bodily tension and stimulate the autonomic nervous system, 
while ‘cool’ hues release tension. As a powerful form of communication, colour is irreplaceable. 
Red means ‘stop’ and green means ‘go. Traffic lights send this universal message. Likewise, the 
colours used for a product, web site, business card, or logo cause powerful reactions. Let's have 


a quick peek into the unique world of colours. 

















jet black adj. intensely black, used to > denote colour 
of hair, eyes, fabric etc. 
Usage: My younger daughter was born with jet black 


auburn adj. a red-brown colour, usually used for 


colour of hair 
Usage: The special light effects of the stage made. | 


her hair appear almost auburn, giving her all 
magical look. 


beige adj. a light creamy brown 


Usage: I prefer subtle colours like beige for my: 


summer wears. 

blue adj. colour of sky without clouds on a bright 
day 

Usave; Her hands were blue with cold. 

blue adj. feeling or showing sadness (especially when 
used after verb) 


Usage: He has been a bit blue since he failed his | 


exams. 
chestnut noun & adj. a deep reddish brown, used 
for colour of hair and horses 
Usage: That chestnut horse is going to win the race. 


Or, Her heavy and silky chestnut hair got her selected | 


in the ad campaign for herbal hair oil. 


Note: Chestnut is a large shiny reddish — “brown 
nut, or the tree on which the nuts: grow. 


crimson adj. strong, deep red 










usage: She went crimson with embarrassment on 


5582. 


her own faux pas. 


Usage: She was decked i in all scarlet with embe 


hair. 


Note: Jet is a black semi-precious stone _ 


mousy adj. a light, not very interesting brown, used 
only for colour; also for personality traits like 
nervous, lacking interesting qualities 

Usage: If you want to get rid of this mousy hair of 
yours, better go for full and permanent hair colo" 

Or, A mousy-looking woman accompanied him, his 
wife I suppose. 

navy adj: dark blue, used to denote colour of clothé 
not eyes 

Usage: He looked great in his navy suit. 


navy noun the part of a country’s armed forces which 
is trained to. operate at sea 


Usage: My brother is an officer in the navy. _ 
_ pitch. black adj. intensely black, used to denol” 


darkness, night etc. 
Usage: We had great difficulty in driving throug? ° 
moonless pitch black (dark) night 


Scarlet adj. brilliant red dded 


gold on her meee i 
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scarlet fever moun an infectious illness of children 

~ which causes a sore throat. a high body temperature, 
and red spots on the skin 

tsaze: She is kept busy whole day long attending 
her child who is suffering from scarlet fever. 

cearlet worman moun (old use) a woman who js 

" considered to be immoral because she has sex with 
q lot of men 

rsage: Scarlet women were abhorred by the 
puritans. . . 

shocking pink adj. an extremely bright pink 

Usage: Some of the renowned fashion designers have 
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used Shocking pink as the base colour for their 
exclusive range of winter collection. 


the merchant navy noun the ships of a country that 
are used for trading and not for fighting 


Usage: You can earn big bucks in the merchant navy. 


turquoise adj, greenish blue, used for fabrics, paint, 
sea, Cic. but not usually eyes 


Usage; its fun watching the clear turquoise water of 
the bay, 











Note: Turquoise is g bluish green precious stone 








which is often used in Jewellery 


1) > COMMON WORDSEOR TALKING ABOUT COLOUR 
primary colours: Red, blue and yellow are the three 


proportions to make other four secondary colours like 
colours together make a rainbow. 










primary colours, They can be mixed in varying 
ereen, orange, violet and indigo. All these seven 


u pastel colours: These are the pale shades of colours like pink, mauve 
pale yellow. 


strong or loud colours: These are the opposite of pastels, 


(pale purple or onion colour) and 


vivid colours: These are strong, bright colours like scarlet or turquoise. 


fluorescent colours: These are very bright colours which seem almost to glow (emit light) in the dark. 
electric blues or greens: These are extremely bright blues or greens. 
monochrome: It uses only one (or shade of one) colour, e.g. black, white and gray. 


TCOLOURIMETAPHORS 


Below given are some colour metaphors. Read them carefully and see what each colour may indicate. 


BLACK 
black : tainted, impure, wicked - 


black belt: symbol of a very high standard in the sport of judo or karate 

black hook : a book containing names of those blacklisted 

black box: a small machine that records information about an aircraft during its flight, and which is used to 
discover the cause of an accident . | 

black comedy: a film , play, etc. that looks at the amusing side of things we usually consider very serious, 
like death and illness oe : 

black humour: an amusing way of looking at or treating something that is serious or sad _ 
the Black Death (history): disease that killed an extremely large number of people in Europe and Asia in 
the 14" century . 

the Black Country: the industrial area in the West Midlands of England . 
black economy: business activity and income which people do not record in order to avoid paying tax on it 
black-hearted: wicked 

black hole: (a) a region in space where gravity is so strong that nothing , not even light, can escape (b) an 
imaginary place in which things are lost 

the Black Hole of Caleutta: an unpleasantly full and hot room 

_ look: face full of anger and hatred 

ne est unhappy feeling _—" a 

} ines worn for formal social occasions fanead of Ch ristian God 









Black Wac | ie 4: oe A 
fo he Mass: a ceremony in which the Devil is worshipped 
: € in the black : to be out of financial danger 5" : 
ack Magic : Wicked magic ; woe tg ; my A are “9 raat 
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iy 
to fook as flack as themder : extreme anger (this is a simile, not 4 metaphor) 


black market: tegal trading of goods 

black sbeep + a person who brings disrespect and bad name to his family 

black merk © disgrace; notoriety; shame 

to be im the black: to have money in the bank and not to be in debt Gf a bank account iS In the black. i, 
contains some money, and if a person or business is in the black, they have money in the bank and arg Fe 
in debt) 

to see things im black and white: to have a simple view of what is right and wrong or good and bag 

(o paint a black picture of something or somebody: to present / describe a situation or person as extremely 
bad 































BLUE | 


te be/fee! blue : to be sad, to be in depression 

biue baby: a baby born with slightly blue skin, usually because of some heart related problem 
hive blood/ blue blooded: person born into a royal family or belonging to the highest social class 
blue ehip: a company or investment designating any high-priced stock with a good record of earnings and 
price stability ; (Collog.) excellent, valuable, etc. 

blue - cved boy : (the British English equivalent of US English fair — haired boy) a boy/man who jg 
particularly liked or is treated well by someone, especially high authority. (derogatory sense) 

blue law: a law that limits activities which are considered to be immoral for religious reasons, such as 
shopping or working on Sundays 

bine ribbon/ blue riband: the highest prize in a competition or event 

true — blue: completely loyal to a person or belief 

| blue skies : happiness 

ta be blue in the face : to be exasperated (not a metaphor) 

out of the blue / a bolt from the blue: completely unexpected 

ence ina blue moon: very rarely 

to scream /shout blue murder: to show ones annoyance especially by shouting or complaining very 
loudly 

talk a blue streak: to talk quickly and without stopping 

the tlues : sad songs 

‘singing the bilnes*: being sad, being melancholy 

blue balls : pain in the testicles from lack of ejaculation 

blue movie / blue joke: pormographic or indecently referring to sex 

hive ~ collar workers: physical or unskilled workers 

io he between the devil and the deep blue sea: to have two choices , both equally unpleasant or inconvenieil 


GRAY | 

gray area: lack of clarity 

vray matter : a person’s intelligence 

the gray pound/ grey dollar : the money which all old people as a group have available to spend 
gray eminence (also eminence grise): someone without an official] position who has power or influen™" 
{ over rulers or people who make decisions 

gray market ; a market, as for imported goods, operating outside the authorized system of distribution 





to be green + to be immature; tbe new at someting | 
| preemie : a newbie, a novice, a neophyte — Di A a a 
green thunk’ fingers - skill at growing plants | ally 
greens > green vegetables { though this is not am sai 
i green light ; gute io proceed ae Beg 
fees — nausea and vomiting | ndenc 
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to be green about ihe aiiis ¢ to look ill ang pale 
ro furn green (with envy): to envy 
areen tourism/Green Parts : care for the environment 
om adit: an official examination of the effects a ¢ 
especially the damage that it causes 
oreen belt: a strip of countryside round a city or town w 
— card (work) : a document giving a foreigner Permission to ]j 
oreet eard (car) : a document which insures you 
other countries 
ereen paper ta cocument prepared by the British Government for anyone interested to study and make 
suggestions about, especially before a Jaw is changed or a new law is made . 
areen room: a Waiting room in some theaters or concert halls, e 
when they are offstage 
putting green + a small area of short grass on which 
entertainment/practice for the game of golf 


Ompany or an organization has on the environment, 
I car against accidents (financially) when travelling in 


specially to be used by actors or musicians 


people can gently hit golf balls into a series of holes for 


PURPLE 


purple heart : bravery 
purple in the face / purple with rage: extremely angry 


purple prose: a piece of writing which is complicated or sounds false because the writer may have tried too 
hard to make the style interesting 

fo see red : to be angry 

fo be in the red : to be in financial danger 

red alert: danger or warning of imminent danger; declaring emergency 

red card : foul (can be used as a linguistic metaphor as well as a symbol) 

red carpet : as in ‘roll out the red carpet’ , royal treatment: treat like royalty 

red flag : as in ‘red flag going up’ which means ‘danger’ 

a red letter day: most important or memorable day in one’s life 

red point of view: left wing in politics 

redbait: to denounce (a person or group) as being communist, esp. with little or no evidence 

red-brick: designating or of a British university or college other than Oxford or Cambridge; esp., any of 
the newer ones in the provinces, often connoting social inferiority 

redcap: (a) a baggage porter, as in a railroad station (b) a military policeman (British colloquial) 

red cent: trivial amount 


redcoat : a British soldier in a uniform with a red coat, as during the American Revolution 
red dwarf : a star that is cooler on its surface, smaller, and of fainter luminosity than the sun 


WHITE 
lily white/whitey than white: innocent; pure 
White as the driven snow : pure white (this is a simile, not a metaphor) , lean 
white glove : inspection (comes from the military, where inspectors use white gloves to inspect the cleanliness 
of rooms) 
wih ‘ Caucasians (those with pale skin) (this is a metonymy, not wai hor , head) 
vi hite head : Pimple with a white top (this is a metonymy (white), mixed with a metaphor , 
White as 4 shee: being pale (this is a simile, not a metaphor) 


White kavuck ins. Sats . 
whi c knuckle: terrifying experience | A iter 3 
ft “alle. — Cobar al .. 


who need mental rather than physical effort 
: pcan No ee | 

w.. 2° "ghteous magic or magic which is used only 10 do & (ca ta or tie manos OF 
“hite noise: sound containing a blend of all the audible ENGIES cinterbyied Pee ane 
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white elephant: something that has cost a lot of money but has no useful purpose 
| whife Hie: a lie concerning a trivial matter, often one told to spare someone ’s feelings 
white fige: a white banner or cloth hoisted as a signal of truce or surrender | 
white geods: (a) large electrical home appliances such as cookers, washing machines refrigerators, Stoves, ele 
(b) household linens, as sheets, pillowcases, towels, etc. 
white heat: yery high temperature at which metal gives out a white light 
| white hope: any person who is expected to bring honor, glory, etc. fo some group, place, etc. 
white borses: tides or waves which are white at the top | 
white pages a book that lists the name, addresses and telephone numbers of people living and businesses 


operating in a city or area 
YELLOW 


| to be yellow / yellow streak : to be cowardly 

Note: The origin of this has nothing to do with skin colour. It comes from the metaphor: yellowbelly; 
Originally, a yellowbelly is a kind of lizard with a yellow belly indigenous to the Western U.S.A. 
The metaphorical meaning is a coward. The common ground between the two 1s that whenever 
there is a scuffle, they exit on their bellies as soon as possible 







yellaw card : warning 
yellow pages: the section or volume of a telephone directory, usually printed on yellow paper, containing 
classified listings of subscribers according to business, profession, etc. 
yellow feyer : an infectious tropical deadly disease which causes the skin to become yellow 
yellow journalism: the use of cheaply sensational or unscrupulous methods in newspapers, etc. to attract 
or influence readers 
yellow — dog contract : an employer-employee contract, now illegal, by which an applicant for a job agrees 
not to be a labor-union member while employed 
yellow Jack: (a) a yellow flag used as a signal of. quarantine , 
(b) an edible, gold-and-silver marine jack fish (Caranx bartholomaei) found near Florida and the West 
Indies t 
vellow peril : the threat to Western civilization presented by Asian _— esp. those of China or Japan; 
widely believed in during the late 19th and early 20th cent. in North America, Europe, and Australia 
vellow race: the Mongoloid group of mankind, usually a term of prejudice (derogatory sense) 

| yellow rain: a highly toxic, yellowish, powdery substance found in SE Asia c. 1975- 85, alleged by some [0 
be a chemical warfare agent — from airplanes and by others to be contaminated bee excrement 


EXERCISE 





A. Try Hands on Using different ‘Colour’ Words. | ‘ 
Complete the unfinished sentences by filling the blanks with one of the following words/phras* 


white hope green room blue collar (s) 
blue balls green audit blue chip 





us 


Exaniple:’ 


He won the men’s blue-ribbon event, the 100 metres neetie: = 
This new car 1s seen as the great. ees of the Indian automobile industry. 

He is staying in the US for such a slong time because hei se holder. 
He i in under treatment of his. ~ for quite some time, | : 
rT roupe. feels most relaxed j in its before and after their Peronmians: 
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Don’t think twice before investing in this RENT COLOURS 37 


———____company. 
After much reluctance the company pave its consent for 


After being shown the he had to change his style 
Having been shown the the team lost a good player 


Contextualized Learning of New Words 


Read the sentence and choose the word from the given 
context. The first answer has been entered as an example 


Example: 


A blue law does not allow: 
(a) women liberation 

Ans: (c) 

A scarlet woman is: 

(a) religious woman 

Red cent is: 

(a) trivial amount 

When you éurn green you are: 
(a)insidious (b) religious 

When you are in the red, you are leading your life in: 

(a) financial danger (b) abundance of happiness 
Green belt is : 

(a) a forest 

(c) a desert 

When you feel blue, you are: 
(a) hallucination 

Yellow journalism is: 

(a) brave reporting 


(b) polygamy 


(b) irreligious woman 


(b) huge amount 


(b) depression 


(b) unscrupulous reporting 


A yellow streak is: 
(a) courageous (b) boring 

When you are green in any field , you are: 

(a) immature (b) mature - 
When your bank account is in the black, you are: 

(a) not bankrupt (b) bankrupt ~~ 


Match words of column ‘A with théir synonymous words given in column B: 











three options that suits best in the given 


(c) working on Sabbath 


(c) immoral woman 
(c) government warning 
(c) envious 


(c) dearth of peace 


(b) a piece of land where construction is prohibited 


(c) obsession 

(c) sting operation 
(c) cowardly 

(c) veteran 


(c) soon going to be bankrupt 
















; oR 
(1) purple heart .-. = terrifying experience 
(ii). black magic ~’ very high temperature 
(iii). white pages bravery 
(iv) black look a deadly disease 
(VY) gray area sorcery 
(vi) black sheep lack of clarity 
(vii) white heat brains . 
(viii) Black Death* very capeREaye 
Gx) Black box “aes ee high tides 
(X) White Komickde. Some? wae, pegeremnoauatess BOOK na 
(xi) -° White elephant o/s 2 utaes. inv 188 full of anger & hats es 
xiii) black camedy i Oo 
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An appendectomy | is the ‘cutting’ out or surgical removal of the appendix, 
| A homicide is the ‘cutting’ down or killing of one person by anothor. 


| A concise writing is writing from which all unnecessary wor 


3 have been ‘cut, 


To bisect a line is to ‘cut’ it into two equal sections, or ‘cul: 
You will be quite surprised to know that the root fom (from Greek) and the roots efd, ef and gees 


(from Latin) all have same meaning ‘cut,’ 


English language has many such words with these four roots which particularly Involve the senag 
of ‘cutting’ in some or the other sense. Here are some of them. 


anatomy noun “cutting apart’ or dissection of a body 
or organism to determine the location, structure, 
and interrelationships of its parts; science of 
structure, morphology 

Usage: Having studied anatomy, the physician 
knows the exact location of the body’s organs and 
the nerves and blood vessels to which they are 
connected. 

conciseness noun brevity and compactness in 
expression resulting from the avoidance ‘culting 
out’ of needless words and elaborate detail 

U'sage: For the sake of conciseness, remove “to 
accept” from the following sentence: “They refused 
to accept our offer.” 

dissect verb cut apart piece by piece for study; 
analyze closely 

Usage: Sometimes we have to dissect a passage 
sentence-by-sentence and word-by-word to get its 
precise meaning. 

entomology noun branch of zoology dealing with 
insects so named for their ‘cut in,’ notched, 
segmented bodies (both the Latin ‘insect’ and the 
Greek ‘entomo’ mean “cut in.”) 

Usage: A specialist in entomology can easily 
distinguish termite from an ordinary ant. 

excise verb remove by cutting out 

Usage: It is fortunate when a surgeon can excise a 
malignant tumor in the early stages of growth. 


fratricidal adj. of a relating to fratricide ee killing 


one’s brother, sister, or fellow citizen) 


Usage: Hundreds of thousands perished i in the ' 


fratricidal wat between States. 


vingivectomy not surgical excision of £uN thing 

Usare: The periodontist performed a gingivectamy 
(o dislodge pockets of bacteria, 

herbicide noun chemical for destroying, or inhibiting 
plant growth; weed killer 

Usape: A selective herbicide destroys weeds without 
injuring desirable plants, 

homicidal adj, having a tendency toward homicide; 
murderous 

Usage: The series of killings was attributed to 4 
homicidal maniac. 

incision noun cul, especially for surgical purposes: 
gash 

Usage: The nurse removed the splinter withoul 
having to make an incision in my finger. 

incisive adj, sharp; keen; penetrating 

Usage: You have an incisive mind that quickly g¢ 
to the root of a problem, 

intersect verb cut across each other; cross 

Usage: Sardar Patel Marg intersecty Gurgaon road 
in Delhi. 

laparotomy noun surgical incision into ihe 
abdominal cavity 

Usage: An operation on an abdominal orgae wad 
follow a laparotomy. 


of the 
lobotomy noun surgical imials on a lobe 0 


brain , : 

Usage: A lob tomy is cia tal for a eee \ 
mentgl patient sae when other approache i 
é secu ind to alleviate the extreme P 











rescission NOUN act of rescinding ‘cutting back’: 
cancellation; annulment 

iiegge: Some of the legislators who supported the 
fax jnerease are now clamoring for its rescissjon. 

coctionalism: moun exaggerated devotion to the 

| snterests of one section; regional prejudice 

pyage: The newer and older industrial regions 
competed intensely for federal] contracts: 
sectionalism was rife. 

aricidal adj. tending toward suicide (act of 

| voluntarily taking one’s life); self-destructive: 
destructive of one’s own interests 


t'sage: It would have been suicidal for Tom, in his 





Try Hands on Using ‘Cutting’ Words 
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Poor state of health, to work twelve hours a day. 


fome noun one volume, or ‘cut,’ of a work of two or 
more volumes; any heavy, large, or scholarly book 





Usege: Would you rather own a single-volume 
encyclopedia, or one of several fomes ? 

trisect verb cut into three equal parts 

Usage: On] y two cuts are needed to trisect a piece of 
lumber. 

Yivisection noun practice of subjecting living animals 
to surgical experimentation to advance medical 
knowledge 


Usage: Do human needs justify vivisection, or is 
animal’s welfare more important? 





Choose the most appropriate ‘cutting’ word from the list given below and complete the sentences. 





incisive 





anatomy 
tome (s) entomology 
excise incision 

gingivectomy 


Example: 








herbicide laparotomy 
homicidal lobotomy 
rescission 








vivisection 





Sometimes we have to frisect a passage sentence by sentence and word by word to get its precise meaning. 


Do human needs justify . 
It is fortunate when a surgeon can 


a > YE 


Having studied 


and blood vessels to which they are connected. 


destroys weeds without injuring desirable plants. 


A selective 


i 


For the sake of 
Our Offer,’ 


A Specialist in 
The series of killings was attributed to a/an —_ 


You have a/an 


13, A/a 
Tranquilizers, fail to alleviate the ex 





The nurse removed the splinter without having to make a/an 


ety e pain. 


, or is animal welfare more important? 
a malignant tumor in the early stages of growth. 


in my finger. 


A single-volume encyclopedia occupies much less space than one of many 
the physician knows the exact location of the body’s organs and the nerves 


An operation in the abdominal area may begin with a/an 


Some of the legislators who supported the tax increase are now protesting for its 
remove ‘to accept’ from the following sentence: ‘They refused to accept 





can easily distinguish a termite from an ant. 
-_- maniac. 
ae SS eed, 
1 i “2 se eee h mM: 
_ mind that quickly gets to the root of @ problem: — 


* —————_ is congider ed ar..a seriously ill mental 


patient only when other approaches, such as 
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B. Each surgical operation below (1 to 18) can be expressed in one word, Build that word by Adding 
—ectomy or -fomy to one of the following roots: 


(i) arterio (ix) neuro 

(ii) cholecyst (x) osteo 
Gil) neuro (xi)  hystero 
(iv) hepato (xii) pneumon 
(v) hystero (xiii) prostate 
(vi) laryngo (xiv) spleno 
(vil) masto (xv) thyroid 
(vill) nephro (xvi) tracheo 


Spelling hint: If a root ends in 0, drop the o before -ectmoy ,but keep it before—tomy, such as : 
Gastro tectomy = gastrectomy (‘o’dropped) 
Gastro+ tomy = gastrotomy (‘o’ retained) 


Example: 


Removal of the tonsils tonsillectomy 
Opening of the skull, as in brain surgery craniotomy 


Removal of the spleen 

Removal of the larynx 

Excision of a nerve, or part of a nerve 
Cutting in to the windpipe 

Excision of a breast 

Opening of an artery 

Removal of the thyroid 

Incision of the uterus, as in a caesarian birth 


oP NAW A WN > 


Excision of the liver 
Removal of the gallbladder 
Incision of kidney, as to remove a kidney stone 


ee 
~~ - 


13. Removal of the uterus 


14. Excision of a lung 
15. Dividing of a bone, as to correct a deformity 


Cutting of a nerve, as to relieve pain a ee 
ee ee 
eh ee 
ae ee 
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Words from the World of Medical Sciences 
— SS SSS 





inspite of the fact that Medical Science is a highly specialized field. a core technical area with 
some million or more existing words and all prepared to incorporate millions more fo always 
petter idea to have your hands on, on them as well to avoid any ‘avoidable faux pas’ in your i : 
to-day life. , , 
There are very few prefixes, suffixes and root words that are commonly used in words from the 
Medical Sciences. But the suffix —itis, from ancient Greek, meaning ‘inflammation of’ is the most 
common of all. With this knowledge you should be able to unlock the meaning of many words 
with —itis suffixes. 

For example, tonsillitis means an inflammation of the tonsils. 








appendicitis noun inflammation of the appendix hepatitis noun inflammation of the liver 
Usage: The physician found that I had appendicitis Usage: She had no trouble with her liver until she 
and arranged for the immediate removal of my contracted hepatitis from eating contaminated food. 
inflamed appendix. | laryngitis noun inflammation of the larynx, or voice 
arthritis noun inflammation of the joints box 
Usage: With advancing age, many people develop Usage: Since you have laryngitis, try not to talk; 
arthritis in their knees, hips, or other joints. rest your vocal cords. 
bronchitis noun inflammation of a the lining of the nephritis noun inflammation of kidneys 
bronchial tubes, which convey air into the lungs Usage: Until last spring, when he had his first attack 
Usage: A heavy smoker’s fits of coughing and of nephritis, there was no kidney problem in the 
difficulty in breathing may be symptoms of patient’s medical history. 
bronchitis. neuritis noun inflammation of a nerve 
bursitis noun inflammation of a sac, especially of Usage: The pitcher had neuritis; a nerve in his right 
the shoulder or elbow arm was inflamed. 
Usage: Improper grip on a tennis racket may cause otitis noun inflammation of ear 
tennis elbow, a form of bursitis. Usage: Swimmer’s ear, a form of otitis, is usually 
carditis noun inflammation of the heart caused by swimming in contaminated or over 
Usage: In the least serious form of carditis, only the chlorinated ‘water. 
outer layer of the heart is inflamed. peritonitis noun inflammation of the peritoneum, the 
colitis noun inflammation of the colon membrane lining the abdominal cavity 
Usage: Raw vegetables are fine if you have a healthy Usage: If your diseased appendix had not been 
colon, but not if you have colitis. | removed in time, it might have ruptured and poured 
Cystitis noun inflammation of urinary bladder its infectious contents into your abdominal cavity, 
Usage: The antibiotic prescribed for the patient with causing peritonitis. . 
cystitis provided quick relief, phlebitis noun inflammation of a vein 
dermatitis noun inflammation of the skin Usage: When Mom had phlebitis, the inflamed “9 
Usage: The redness and swelling are gone, and the developed a clot that luckily was dissolved by 
“ - —— eh eee a bese aie " medication. + sinuses, hollow 
Ncephalitis noun inflammation of the brain — sinusitis noun inflammation of EE aH 
Usage: Encephalitis, sometimes called ‘sleeping = vitioe connected by passageways 1 poe 
Sickness,’ ma rN metenst <4 5 oe nen" ‘Betty's sinuses become blocked 
Sastritis a tee sere sale GABES: i eae Usage’ As 500" mg she feels headache, she knows 
viper Tani inflammation ofthe stomach gn infected, and sh 
feed and i the stomach with an EXCESS of Te cats “her simusitis has anne, 7 
quor is to invite an attack of gastritis.) | 
: aren dates bea | 
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Try Hands on Using Words of ‘Medical Sciences’ 


What does each of the following roots mean? Choose your answers from the body words at the fo 
of this exercise, and enter them as done in example given below. 

















bladder brain gum heart kidney 
liver nerve stomach vein 

Example: 

Anthr(o) joint . 

]. Ot(o) 7. Hepat(o) 

2. Phleb(o) 8. Nephr(o) 

3. Dermat(o) 9, Neur(o) 

4. Encephal(o) 10. Cyst(o) 

5.  Gastr(o) 11. Cardi(o) 

6. Gingiv(o) 


Complete the spelling of the unfinished words by adding the correct root. 
Example: 
Pain along the course of one or more nerves is known neuralgia. 


A is an instrument for examining the interior of the urinary bladder. 
The science of the ear and its diseases is known as 


A/an performs surgery involving nerves, the spine, wad other parts of the nervous system. 
A/an is a heart specialist. 
is the scientific study of the nervous system. 
A/an is a person with a heart ailment. 
A/an is a tumor of the liver. 
A/an is a tracing showing the force and form of the movements of the heart. 
A/an is a tracing showing the changes in electric potential in the brain. 


Loose, flabby gum tissue are a symptom of disease. 


A/an is a kidney specialist. 
A/an ailment is one that involves both the stomach and the intestines. 
A/an is the surgical removal of all or part of the stomach. 


The surgical removal of all or part of the liver is known as a/an 
is the opening of a vein to draw blood from a patient in the treatment of disease. 


Match words of column A with their medical terms given in column B: 
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A 
(i) gum inflammation . mn | 
(ji) skin inflammation — ar i 


(iii) liner inflammation _ _ ie heat cata se feat 


(v) heart inflammation 


(vi) bladder inflammation ekg tat 
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(viii) sinus i nit 
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Words from the World of Law 
nS 


As popularly known, law is a body of rules of conduct of binding legal force and effect ibed 
recognized, and enforced by controlling authority of any nation. For that matter ma a alle | 
and towns also have the authority to make laws, Local laws are issued by elected nearer se 
local administrative agencies. Local laws cannot conflict with the constitutional laws of the nation 
So different is the vocabulary of law from the other technical or non technical fields that even - 
a well educated English speaking person not from law background, it may, at times, be baffling to 
decode certain legal terms. And for obvious reasons one may land up in the territory of legal 
labyrinth’, which he, otherwise would not have thought of, in the wildest of his dreams. It is quite 
rational then to equip oneself with some commonly used legal terms. Below given is a list of legal 
terms with short definitions. Those that are in a foreign language are italicized in their title, and 
the italicized word or phrase is in Latin unless its definition indicates the italicized term is from 
some other language. 








SOME LEGAL TERNS PHRASES AND THEIR DEFINITIONS 





EZ «g mensa et thore : It comes literally ‘from bed and board.’ A divorce a mensa et thoro, 1s rather a 
separation of the parties by act of law, than a dissolution of the marriage. It may be granted for the causes 
of extreme cruelty or desertion of the wife by the husband. This kind of divorce does not affect the 
legitimacy of children, nor authorize a second marriage. 


E «a vinculo matrimonii : It comes literally ‘from the bond of marriage.’ A marriage may be dissolved a 
vinculo, in many places, as in Pennsylvania, USA, on the ground of canonical disabilities before marriage, 
as that one of the parties was legally married to a person who was then living; impotence, and the like 
adultery or cruelty and malicious desertion for two years or more. When the marriage is dissolved a 
vinculo, the parties may marry again but when the cause is adultery, the guilty party cannot marry his or 
her paramour. : : 


& ab initio: It comes literally ‘from the beginning.’ When an agreement is for legal reasons void ab initio, 
it is void for all purposes throughout tlie period of its purported existence, and not merely from the 
moment that it is declared to have been void by the Court. When a man enters upon lands or into the 

‘house of another by authority of law, and afterwards abuses that authority, he becomes a trespasser ab 
initio. And if an officer neglects to remove goods attached within a reasonable time and continue in 
possession, his entry becomes a trespass ab initio. 


& aberemurder: It means obsolete— an apparent, plain, or downright murder. It was used to distinguish a 


willful murder from a chance-medley or manslaughter. 
This word is always taken in a bad 


" abet: It means to encourage or set another on to commit a crime. ; td 
sense. To abet another to commit a murder is to command, procure, or counsel him to commit 1. 

= _abettor : Any person who encourages or incites, persuades or sets another on f si Poe —- 
Person 1s either a principal or, an accessory to the crime. When present, aiding, where afe ony is committed, 
he is guilty as principal in the second. degree; whe abs ent, he is merely an ACCESSOTY. 

i | ae apa Fine jurisdiction of the courts, or to conceal 


abscond; To travel or more pregisely, escape covertly. out © 
Oneself in order to avoid their process. | 
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bates 
oe 
ha 


nmission of 4 Come, but is | 
* Nip 


aceessury: An accessory is one. who knows of, and assists In, the col . 
man accomplice, A Person In 


present when the crime is committed. In this an accessory 18 different fro , 7 eae 
. . | . . : me 1S actually Comm) 

be an accessory either before or after the fact; that is, before or after the cri ‘ : MMitted A 

person cannot be an accessory unless a crime 1s eventually committed. 


geguittal : To be found nor guilty of a violation of law. 
ans that a case before a court will be heard in 


change of venue: A change of venue ts a legal term that me : 7 
k place. This 1s done when there is 4 reason 


another jurisdiction versus the one where the said crime too 
to think that a defendant will not receive a fair trial, for whatever the reason. 


ouniens curiae: It comes literally from a ‘friend of the court’. When an arpartans or difficult point j 
being argued in an adversarial system of law but one part of the argument 1s inadequately Tepresentey 
(perhaps because a party is not interested in arguing it, or does not have the resources to argue it properly; 
the Court may appoint an amicus curiae, to ensure that that part of the argument 1s sufficiently exploreg 
and is fully argued independently of the party upon whom the burden of that argument would ordinarily 
fall. 


argwendo: It comes literally from ‘for purposes of argument’, as in ‘assuming arguendo that my opponent’ 
contentions are correct.’ (In Latin, in this context, ‘arguendo’ would mean for the sake of arguing 
concerning another thing.’) The term is most often used in the following logical context: 


Pl argues ‘X is a result of Y’ 


P2 responds ‘While you may or may not be correct that X is a result of Y, assuming 
‘arguendo,” that you are correct, you still fail to account for the existence of Z, which 
makes null your contention.’ 


contract: The implied ability of a person to make a legally binding contract on the behalf of a business 
or organization, by way of uniform or interaction with the public on behalf of said business/organization, 


conviction: To be found by a judge or jury to have violated a law. Note that a conviction does nol 
necessarily mean the person has committed a crime. A person who receives a parking Challan or a traffic 


Challan only punishable by a fine and is found guilty stands convicted of the charge even though traffic 
and parking offenses are not crimes. 


crime: A violation of law which is an offense against the state and generally punishable by some form of 
penalty which could include prison or jail time. Crimes are defined as serious felonies or less serio’ 
misdemeanors. A violation of law which only has a monetary penalty is not a crime per se., but al 
infraction. | 


dismissal: Termination of a legal proceeding prior to finding. A dismissal can be with or without prejudit® 
error coram nobis: A writ Claiming previously unknown facts amounting to extraordinary error. 


estoppel: A principle of equity whereby a person is not allowed from maintaining or relying up the 
existence of a certain state of affairs. It is often said to be a shield not a sword, i.e., to afford a defers (0 
a claim rather than the basis fora Claim, but in certain cases the effect of an mes _ i a nfer action®™ 
legal rights. Lf, for example, 4 promise is made which is not legally enforceable bo ause there has bee?” 
consideration provided for it, and it would be inequitable for the isis zi c misof may 
be stopped from reneging on the promise. 7 Se i broken, the pro 
ex parte: By or for one party without notification of non r , ; 

3 x he e epresentatior jes: 
variant is ex parte on notice where the other party has rece ‘elt imoeatn behalf agen pe of 

Nos : lication i gee ee os ae, ORL OF § tice, but A 

full notice. “— in cng 's made ex parte the other side is not insta there is therefo™ 
obligation oF Tu ) . ayn on the part of the applic ant } he a ew ae ure {0 the 
Court being asked to make any decision, 5 order to present a fair pic , 
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stone: A serious crime, Which is punishable eciaal ——— 
Pobny? é - ed punishable by imprisonment of at least one year, or by exceution, or by 
«eo or both fine and imprisonment on es | | “xCCULON, 

fine oO alah 1110 ¢ Ne nment, I I8 distinguished from h misdemeanor as the max! sahara a 
for a misdemeanor is less than one year, SMAX LMU UNprmsonmMen 


aeantee: A grantee 18 a person yething i 
erantee: A grantec lo whom something is pranted, In a franchise apreement, for example, the 
a 4 4 7 


party buying the franchise is the grantee, 


grnatars & f rantor is 8 person who grants something (typically, rights or real property), In a franchise 
agreement, Lor example, the party selling the franchise is the grantor ~~ 
: yt WM, 


in loge parents. A ee who has custodial/purentat responsibility and authority although not actually 
being a parent (literally; ‘in place of the parents’), Although this can be established by written contract it 
‘s often assumed In common situations; thus a sibling or babysitter may have limited rights to a of " lato 
parentis until the legal custodial parties (parents etc.) can be contacted | 

iy gredias res? It comes literally from ‘in the midst of things’, 


infraction: An essentially minor violation of law where the penalty upon conviction only consists of 
monetary forfeiture, A violation of law which could include imprisonment is a crime. It is distinguished 
from a misdemeanor or a felony in that the penalty for an infraction cannot include any imprisonment. 


injunction: Any court order prohibiting some parties from specific actions and/or activities (for ex ample, 
working for a competitor in breach of duty to an existing employer) on penalty of contempt of court. It is, 
in exceptional cases, possible to obtain a mandatory injunction, which is a court order compelling a 
certain course of action (for example, demolition of an illegal structure) on penalty of contempt of court. 


inter alia: It comes literally from ‘among other things.’ Used in pleadings before a court or opinions of 
a court. ie. ‘The defendant claims, inter alia, that the plaintiff fails to establish . . .’ 


jus tertii: Literally meaning ‘rights of a third (person)’ is a defense in tort law against claims of possession 
such as detinue (the unlawful detention of personal property which ort ginally was rightfully acquired ;an 
action or writ for the recovery of property unlawfully detained, as in a pawnshop) , or conversion. It is 
the acknowledgement of a third party who has better possession than the claimant seeking the action. 


anor: It is a less serious crime which is punishable by a fine, by imprisonment of one year or 
less, or by both. Some jurisdictions classify all violations of law which are less than felonies as 
misdemeanors, however generally a violation of law which is only punishable by a fine, and which 
cannot be punished by imprisonment, is considered an infraction (and not a crime), rather than a 


misdemeanor. 


misdeme 


s not (his) deed’. A plea that a person who has signed up to a 


non est factum: It comes literally from ‘it J 
dis therefore not bound by the document. 


deed or acontract lacked the necessary understanding or intent, an 
A successful plea would void the contract. 


offense: Any accusation of violation of law, whether it is a criminal violation (such as murder) or a non- 


criminal infraction (such as a traffic challan). 
sed to re-file it with the court, usually after 


issed with prejudice it may not be re-filed; 
ecutor (criminal) is permitted to re-file if 


prejudice: The ability of a party whose case has been dismis 
overcoming the issue that led to its dismissal. If a case is dism 
if it is dismissed without prejudice, the plaintiff (civil) or pros 
they so wish. 

A prima facie case is 


h means self-evident; obvious. : 3 
additional evidence 


prima facie: It is a Latin for ‘at first sight’ whic aysgekus a 
where the plaintiff presents enough evidence to win outright barring any defense or 
presented by the defendant. SIR a Sayeed 
pro hac vice: It comes literally from ‘for this occasion’, dpplivanon ty a must ask-for permission of 
his or her client. Since lawyers are licensed by each state S00P* eran y granted though the 
ne cour i> appoon in vnik-nes bulk seeabioe state ist lah is gene! | y: ~ oe 
details can vary from one jurisdiction éo another. | | ) i | 
M 


tof-state lawyer to represent 
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®yle Nisi: An order from a superior court to show cause. That is, the rule is absolute unless ONe cay 


‘show cause’ to otherwise. 


Scenes & faire: (French) It is a doctrine in copyright law which excludes some elements from COPYtighy 


protection on the basis of their being necessitated by external factors or being customary to g Riven 


genre, 


cine dies It means ‘indefinitely’; it comes literally from, “without a date. Used in relation to adjournment, 


of the Court or of a particular case for an indefinite period. 


site gue won: It also means ‘But for’, generally refers to the test used to establish causation in fact. If the 
result would not have occurred ‘but for’ the actions taken by the defendant, then there exist causation 


sua sponte: It comes literally from ‘of its own accord’ indicates that the court is addressing an issue tha 
was not raised by any litigants; most often to defer to another jurisdiction regardless of the litiganty 


choice. 


subpoena: Comes from the Latin for ‘under penalty’, a subpoena is a court process used to cause g 
witness to appear and give testimony, commanding him or her to appear before the court or magistrate 
therein named, at a time therein mentioned, to testify for the party named, under a penalty therein mentioned. 
This is formally called a subpoena ad testificandum, to differentiate it from a subpoena duces tecwn, 
which refers to documents. 


On proof of service of a subpoena upon the witness, and that he is material, a citation may be issued 
against him or her for contempt, or (conceivably) a bench warrant for his or her arrest may be issued, if 
he or she neglects to attend as commanded. The equivalent command to a defendant is a summons. 


subpoena duces tecum: It is a court order specifying items that a witness or other party is to bring 
(duces) in hand (tecum) or suffer penalty (sub poena) 


tort: A civil wrong (as opposed to a criminal wrong), which may be either intentional or accidental. If 
someone is driving and hits an unoccupied parked car, they commit a tort in that they have caused a 
wrong to another party which does not rise to the level of a crime. If they fail to stop at the scene of the 
accident, they also commit a crime, which is a criminal wrong in addition to, and separate from the tot 


tortfeasor: A person who commits a tort. 


under seal: A procedure allowing sensitive or confidential information to be filed with a court withoul 
becoming a matter of public record. The court generally must give permission for the material to remaill 


under seal. 






abrogate (a law/treaty) to bring a law/treaty to an 
official end 

Usage: A treaty once made, cannot be abrogated 
easily. 

annul a marriage/agreement/law to declare that it 
no longer exists and never existed ae 


Usage: His second marriage was annulled because 


he never divorced his first wife. 


award/erant/give custody to give one parent oradult ._;, 
- the main responsibility for a child, especially after __ 


separation or divorce 
Usag 
the child to the father. 


pond the law/ 
pend : _ aueidered to be harmful 


e: The court awarded/granted/gave custody of 


cules to break the law/rules in a way U, 





© SOME COMMON LEGAL VERBS) 


Usage: ‘Can’t you bend the rules a little? 1¥* 
only a few minutes late,’ asked the student: 
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lodge om appeat to make an of ficial appeal 


sages They have lodged an appeal to reopen the 


wertrt 3 yerdiel to say that a previous was 
incorrec! 

Lisage? The overturning of the verdict on your part 
may result adversely. . 

pers eri ihe course ef justice to put obstacles in the 

way of justice being donc; change or misapply the 
meaning of: misintepret 

sage: The four police officers were charged with 
perverting the course of justice by fabricating 
evidence in the trial, 


— decision / Conviction to change a previous 

hie icial decision/conviction a 

Usage: Their lawyer advised them not to quash the 
decision of the court if they further didn’t want 
any problem for themselves. 

set # precedent to establish a decision which must 
be taken into account in future decisions 

Usage: Some politicians fear that agreeing to women 
reservation would set a dangerous precedent. 


uphold a verdic i 
pnhold a verdict to say that a previous was correct 


Ef . ° 7 
sage: As a citizen of the country one is expected to 


uphold the verdict whether one agrees with it or 
not. 





Jiscrimination noun unfair treatment on grounds of 


sex, race or nationality (discriminate, V) 

Usage: Until 1986 most companies would not even 
allow women to take the examinations, but such 
blatant discrimination is now disappearing. 

Or, Police dogs can discriminate between the 
different smells. | 

embezzlement noun stealing money that is in your 
care or belongs to an organization that you work 
for (embezzle, V) 

Usage: They were arrested for embezzlement of 
company funds. 

Or, He embezzled thousands of rupees from the 
charity fund. 

harassment noun making a person feel anxious and 
unhappy especially for sexual reasons of getting 
any debt repaid (harass, V) 

Usage: The female employee filed a case of 
harassment on the higher authority. 

Or, Stop harassing me! 

insider trading/dealing noun illegal buying and 

selling of shares by someone who has specialist 





A. Contextualized Learning of New Words 


Read the sentence and choose the word from the 8! 


\ 
\ 


knowledge of a company (do/practice insider 
dealing/trading, V) | 
Usage: He is accused of insider trading/dealing. 
joyriding noun driving around for enjoyment in a 
car one has stolen (joyride, V) 
Usage: He was knocked down by a car that was on 
oyriding by some youngsters. 






mgney laundering noun moving money obtained 
illegally so that its origin cannot be traced (launder 


stolen funds overseas before returning to the 
country. 

perjury noun lying when under oath (commit perjury, 
V) 

Usage: She was sentenced to two years in jail for 
committing perjury. 

trespass noun go onto someone else’s land without 
permission (trespass, V) 

Usage: Make sure this is a public footpath and we 
are not frespassing On someone’s land. 





daielel= 


ven. three options that suits best in the given 


context. The first answer has been entered as an exami 

Example: 

Sine qua non literally means: - Spy a as for 
-) eqmmeone £ 

(a) but for (b) only for aie 


Ans: (a) 
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|. sua sponte literally means: Se eeueaes —— 
re b) of its own accord (c) against someone/something 

(a) irreligious (b) of if 8 

) hac vice literally means: . 
2. fp? (c) for this occasion 


(a) against somecone/something (b) in support of 


3. Rule Nisi literally means: - ine rule 
(a) abide by the rule (b) show cause (c) break the rule 


4. inter alia literally means: 
(a) the only fact (b) among other things (c) totally 


5. in loco parents literally means: | 
(a) in place of parents (b) both the patents (c) local guardian 


6, non est factum literally means: 
(a) he is not guilty 

7. arguendo literally means: 
(a) for purpose of argument (b) beyond argument 


8. «amicus curiae literally means: 


(b) it is not (his) deed (c) he is not innocent 


(c) baseless argument 


(a) friend of the court (b) friend of the accused (c) friend of none 
9, in medias res literally means: 

(a) the mediator (b) in between (c) in the midst of things 
10. jus tertii literally means: 

(a) third person’s presence (b) third attempt (c) rights of a third person 


B. Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 








A B 










(i) a vinculo matrimonii biased 

Gi) felony at first sight 

(iii) embezzlement a serious crime 

(iv) joyriding fraud 

(v) discrimination indefinitely 

(vi) tortfeasor from the bond of marriage 

(vii) to contravene a ride on a stolen car 

(viii) misdemeanor to break (a law) 

(ix) prima facie a person who commits ‘civil wrong’ 






(x) sine die a less serious crime 
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agony aunt noun a person, usually a woman, who 
publicly gives advice to people with personal 
problems, especially in a regular magazine or 
newspaper article 

Usage: Post retirement she busied herself as an agony 
aunt with the leading national newspaper. 

agouy columns moun the part of a magazine or 
newspaper where letters from readers about their 
personal problems are printed, together with advice 
about how to deal with them 
Usage: I often seek expert advice on several issues 
by writing to the agony columns. 

anti-virus software noun a software developed to 
protect the main memory of a computer against 
infection by a virus 

Usage: Activate the anti-virus software in your 
laptop so that its database is safe. 

article noun a text or piece of writing on any non- 
fiction subject 

Usage: There was an interesting article on 
vegetarianism in the newspaper yesterday. 

attachment noun an extra piece of information in 
form of text or images that can be added to an email 
imi as word document of PDF file 

Usage: He emailed me his report as an attachment. 

billboard noun a very large board on which 
®dvertisements | = . ide of 
Load (als are shown, especially at the side 0 

Usage. Th 0 known as hoarding) 

~ 1H€ company has spent good sum of money 


the age that we live in today is popularly known as the 
‘Information, Communication & Entertainment’. In all 
role of media has been uniquely immense. Media, toda 
some or the other way. With so many facets of media pre 
impossible to evade their influence on us. Some of th 
some particular incident or person become so popular that. 

English Vocabulary and become synonymous to aes hi aa ——v 
Besides these, because of the media & their advancement, there are several new terminologies 
that have become integral to every individual's daily life. It, therefore, has become very vepeiat’ 
for us to Keep a tab on such words and terms. Let us have a look at some of the most common of 


~ contains pictures an 


ICE Age, where ICE is an acronym for 
the three areas that define our age, the | 
y, touches the life of every individual, in 
sently dominating our lives, it is practically | 
€ phrases used in the media to describe 


on outdoor advertisements such as billboards, 
banners etc. 

binder noun a hard cover in which paper documents 
Or magazines are stored 

Usage: The book has an attractive binder. 

booklet noun a very thin book with a small number 
of pages and a paper cover, giving information about 
something 

Usage: The answer key of the exercises of this 
practice book is given in a separate booklet. 

bookmark noun & verb a piece of card, leather or 
plastic that one puts between the pages of a book 
so that one can find that page again quickly; to make 
a record of the address of an Internet document on 
one’s computer so that it could be found out easily 
again (in computing) 

Usage: There are attractive readymade bookmarks 
available in the stationary shop. 

Or, Don’t forget to bookmark this web page. 

bounce verb the coming back of any email that bas 
failed to be delivered to its desired destinauon 
because of the wrong address of any computer 


problem 
Usage: As the email has 
sending my email addre 
address. 7 Li 
a hie ae nate tet ora small magazine that 
-ochure: un a pamphlet or a smal 
stile ie PO d information on a product ora 
yertising of promoting 


bounced 1 have to try 
ss on his other email 


company, eSp- One ad 


BF 7220s 
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- ] anticipate that promotional activities of the 
any will not make much mark as the brochure 
ry high flown lanpuape 
es as lo wil 


oe 
bi NSE. 


comp 
of this company uses ve 
which is bound to baffle the mass 
exactly is the company's field of operation. 

vert noun a large-format newspaper with 


roads! 
a newspaper Or 


usually serious contents, 
advertisement printed-on a Jarge sheet of paper 

Usage: In Britain, the broadsheets are gencrally 
believed to be more serious than the tabloids (a 
newspaper, usually half the ordinary size, with many 
pictures and short, often sensational, news storics). 

browsing noun & verb to look for information on 
the Internet (in computing); to look through 4 book 
or magazine without reading everything, or to walk 
around a shop looking at several items without 
intending to buy any of them 

tsaee: She was browsing through fashion magazines 
to find a new hairstyle. 

Or, For hours he kept browsing the Internet. 

eensor noun & verb an official with the power to 
examine publications, movies, television programs, 
etc, and to remove or prohibit anything considered 
obscene, libelous, politically objectionable, etc.; or 
an official in time of war who reads publications, 
mail, etc. to remove information that might be useful 
to the enemy; in earlier psychoanalytic theory, and 
still, popularly a part of the unconscious that serves 
as the agent of censorship; to subject (a book, writer, 
etc.) to censorship 

Usage: The film was heavily censored on the grounds 
of violence and bloodshed it shot. 

censorship noun the act, system, or practice of 
censoring ; the office or term of a Roman censor ; 
in Psychoanalysis the agency by which unpleasant 
ideas, memories, etc. are kept from entering 
consciousness, except symbolically as in dreams 

Usage: The act of censorship somewhere or the other 
comes in the way of the Freedom of Expression, 
whether through print or electronic (audio — visual) 
media. 

chat Foum foun in computing a part of the Internet 
where one can us¢ email to discuss a subject with 
other people 

Licage: MSN has chat roem to provide online 
chatting facility to its users world over. = 

ehequehook journalism oun the obtaining of 
exclusive rights to a story by payment of large sums 


a 


xa 


| aweonpere OLE Der sue 
of money (news papel TS ay 
| rs ¥ « ff are re ie 
pecovs/s thory fy tt (i OTE PAT HOT tf & , 
Tete 


involved in a 
a Jot ryf rresfiesy) 


by paying therm 
These days chequebagk SOUS Nels ; 


;/U¢itre ba 
a 


prevalent in sirigsl every red ta MPR Hal typi 


laseified ads noun 2 anal) advertiseticnt tha. 


can pul in a newspaper OF a dine iveliaa UMiayly b 
celifpuy something Of find/offer a job 
Usape: Newspapers including oUber pritit sich y,. 
tabloids and journals are making ja. 


4g Magazsnes, 
lishing classified ads jin thy, 


money by pub 


products. 
enoki¢s NOUN if] COMPU a PICce of MS Or Epa 
, computer which contziy, 


stored on one’s 
information about all the Internet documents thy 


one has looked at 

Usage: The culprits were arrested on the banis of 
investigations made by the investigation agence, 
of the cookies on their computers, 

correspondent noun (a) person who writes @ lets 
to a paper (b) person who writes articles for a payer 

Usage: He joined this newspaper as @ spor 
correspondent. 

erific noun a person who writes articles, esp. 
opinion, about art, music etc. 

Usage: She is a film/theatre critic for @ leads: 
national newspaper, 

Or, The recently released film of the prodace- 
director has been receiving overwhelming reve" 
of the critics. 


* 
2%etur ee 
Tia sons 


desk noun a department of a newspaper {eg ™ 
sports desk); an office which deals with 2 pain 
type of news for 4 newspaper or broadcastité 
company 
Usage: The sports desk of this newspaper is t2 © 
efficient of the all desks. 
desktop publishing noun the production of finisse 
page designs for books or other printed ment 
using 4 small computer and printer 
Usage: ~ : e ) , ae 
praumce days most of the publishing > 
é Cir o +e * : = 
Ro No ieee 
a wie ing noun & verb to copy of ™° ‘a 
a ammes or information into a comp!” 
meMOry, especially from the Internet or 2 ™* 
Oeabe ed terete 4. git 
age: l have downloaded some very use! 





: hE *. :B : 
fe ee Se eke Ac! 





pecommerce noun the business of buying and selling 

goods and services On the Internet 

cages B-commerce, these days, has become widely 

endorsed by the businessmen. 

pct yerD [O check, modify and generally prepare 
written material for publication 


pease: The article has been thoroughly edited by 


the senior editor. 

pdifion noun 2 particular form in which a book, 
magazine or newspaper is published: a single 
hroadcast of a series of radio or television 
programmes; the total number of copies of a 
particular book, newspaper, Cte. that are published 


[ 


at the same time 

Usage: The regional editions of the newspaper 
contain specific information for that area, 

Or, The afternoon edition of this tabloid gives some 
very interesting articles on the career related issues, 

Or, She bas collected first editions of some rare 
nineteenth century authors. 

editer noun (a). a person who edits (b} the head of a 
newspaper or newspaper department 

Usage: She is a senior editor in the reference 
department of a publishing company. 

editorial Aeader noun an article written by the editor 
stating his opinion 

Usage: Editorial decisions are generally made by 
senior editors. 

exclusive rights nour rights or permission for one 
paper to publish a story that no other paper can 

Usage: This article is not protected by exclusive 
rights of the newspaper. 

facsimile/fax noun (an) exact reproduction or copy; 
the transmission and reproduction of graphic matter 
by electrical means, as by radio or wire 

Usage: They had sent the proposal through facsimile 
(fax), 

feature noun a special or regular article im a 
lewspaper Or magazine, or a part of a television or 
a) broadcast, that deals with a particular subject 

-_ 4S Usually displayed prominently 

the. ‘i is Working on a feature on child labour. 
"* HO“N & Small piece of paper with information 


On T ky % al 
about 2 product or event (usually used a5 o 


Publicity material) 
4 me “Sy " | = a ‘ “| * . a 
| ve The stodents campaigned for their University 
bey wi 2 3 mt “ 
“ats” Union election by disunibuting flyers 


“nlionine er es wv ae | 
‘e ihe candidates profiie and party 
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ra heer nar of the beliefs, aims 

foreword no: . “ eds 

beginning raed anal piece of writing at the 
person or someone who. vgenne! era — 
| 1S not the writer 

Usage: The Chief Minister himself has written the 
foreword of her book. 

front page noun the first page of a paper, usually 
Carrying the most important story 

Usage: The news of high profile sex scandal was 
found on the front page of almost every newspaper. 

garble verb to sort by sifting ; to select the best parts 
of ;to0 Suppress or distort parts of (a story, etc.) In 
telling, so as to mislead or misrepresent ;to confuse 
Or MIX up (a quotation, story, message, etc.) 
unintentionally, (as through inaccurate copying or 
poor radio transmission) 

Usage: The act of garbling has further led to the 
confusion of the readers. (Also garbled, Adj.) 

ghost writer noun a person who writes a book or 
article ete. for another person, so that they can 
pretend it is their own or use it themselves 

Usage: He is a ghost writer of several good selling 
books, (Also ghost write, V) 

graphic images noun design or pictorial presentation, 
including the use of typography, as employed in the 
graphic arts 

Usage: The use of graphic images has made this 
even more effective. 

hack verb in computing to get into someone else's 
computer system without permission in order to find 
out information or do something illegal 

Usage: A programmer had managed to hack into 
some top-secret government data. 

Or, Computer hacking has become very widespread 
over the last decade. 

writer/journalist is a media person 

in quality or one who lacks 







Note: A hack 
whose work is low 
imagination 










headline noun & verb the title at the top of an article; 


g line or lines, usuall 
newspaper article, giving a short 
mance) featured 
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EXERCISE 





Try Hands on Using ‘Media Vocabulary’ 


Below given is a list of ‘Journalists’ Vocabulary’, fn Fact, if is 9 list of words Phat jonialianty oes 
use in their news reports, write-ups and feature writing. Tek on right sytion and 46a pow wat] pan 


do, whether you are a journalist or not, 


Example ! 
supplenient 


(a) advertisement 


Ans. (f) complement 


1, prosaic 
(a) poetic 

2. penultimate 
(a) very ultimate 

3. obstreperous 
(a) boisterous 

4. egregious 


(b) literary 
(b) fifth in line 


(b) fast 


(a) very bad (b) esoteric 
5. eleemosynary 

(a) slippery (b) charitable 
6. fulsome 


(a) bursting with health (b) insincere 
7, amorphous 

(a) shapeless 
8. arcane 

(a) uninteresting 
9. oleaginous 


(b) banal 


(a) greasy (b) yellow 
10. atavistic 

(a) reappearing trait (b) panoramic 
ll. feeund 

(a) foul smelling (b) fertile 
2. putative | 

(a) unnatural (b) phony 


(b) complement 


(b) tending to make sleepy (c) cavernous 





(c) notice (hy Werner ardat 


(c) boring (dy philesaphical 


(c) next {6 fhe last (dy witistes 
(c) lethargic fay borin 


(c) difficult (dy frienaity 


(c) hidden (dj quarreisome 


(c) happy (dy comaplete 


(dj prareakarac 


(c) quiet 


(dy disticuls 





(dy ancestral 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17, 


18. 


9. 


20. 


21. 


34. 


35. 


canard 
(a) false story 
conundrum 
(a) drum roll 
inchoate 
(a) choking reaction 
obsequious 
(a) servile 
fatuous 
(a) overweight 
inimitable 
(a) nameless 
insouciance 
(a) tense 
salubrious 
(a) slippery 
ablutions 
(a) prayers 


. cavil 


(a) criticize 


. Sagacious 


(a) savage 


. impugn 


(a) denounce 


. plangent 


(a) extraterrestrial 


. hubris 


(a) cheekiness 


. panache 


(a) flamboyance 


. lugubrious 


(a) wet 


. pernicious 


(a) persistent 


. alfresco 


(a) architectural feature 


. quid pro quo 


(a) exchange 


. sotto voce 


(a) highly vocal 


. de facto 


(a) understood 

mea culpa - 

(a) exotic drink 
refulgent 

(a) unwelcome 


(b) radiant 


(b) metal canister 
(b) riddle 

(b) antique coat 
(b) learned 

(b) silly 

(b) matchless 

(b) rapt attention 
(b) jaded 

(b) spinning movements 
(b) rage 

(b) shrewd 

(b) talkative 

(b) resonant 

(b) discourtesy 
(b) boldness 

(b) sunny 

(b) stingy 

(b) outside 


(b) status quo 


(b) soft spoken _ ( A: 


(by in reality’e ee 


(b) obscure flower a 


(c) animal of the Amazon (d) courageoy, 


(c) two-part musical piece (d) pungent SDice 


(c) beginning stage 


(c) mischievous 
(c) intriguing 
(c) speechless 


(c) indifference 


(c) wholesome |. 


(c) cleansing 
(c) plot 
(c) roomy 


(c) confine 


(c) harsh 


-(c). friendliness 


(c) cheekiness 

(c) gloomy - 

(c) flamboyant — 
(c) Italian art form 


(c) repetitiveness 








(d) finale 
(d) oily 
(d) fake 
(d) limitless 
(d) blunt 
(d) rough 
(d) completely 
(d) praise 
@ virtuous 
(d) attack 
(d) plenty 
(d) cleanliness 
(d) medicine 
(A) dry 
(d) virulent ..- 
(d) inner most 


(d) laborious 


© opera aria és = 7 (@) greedy 
fae @ytasy food 
hs ‘ a | ‘ : ‘ wy pte ay: a 
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36. traduce 

(a) seduce (b) slander (c) influence | 
a, parvent (d) threaten 

ae _— oa aa (c) rigged outcome (d) hidden 
3g. apotheosis 

(a) despair (b) degradation (c) deification (4) principle 
39, feral 

(a) wild (b) heavily furred (c) deep ditch (d) docile 
4, doyenne/doyen | 

(a) a money lender (b) senior person (c) con person (d) rich person 
41, epiphany 

(a) Biblical site (b) sudden understanding (c) riddle (d) ethical 
42, impecunious 

(a) well liked (b) penniless (c) cunning (d) famous 
43. moribund 

(a) lively (b) round (c) expiring (d) trite 
44, hegemony _ 

(a) faithfulness (b) dominance (c) deceitfulness (d) hackneyed 
45, profligate 

(a) poor (b) extravagant (c) depraved (d) abundant 
46. vicissitude _ 

(a) Catholic litany (b) slings and arrows (c) certitude (d) uncertainty 
47, eclectic | 


48. 


49, 


58, 


(a) compulsive 
(d) exciting 
detritus 


() weak 


(a) juice from exotic fruit (b) trash | 


nostrum 


(a) upper nasal passage (b) remedy 


. ululate 


(a) vibrate 


» mordant 


(4) murdérous 


. primogeniture 


(a) first born 


- lachrymose 


(a) far fetched 


+ disingenuous 


(a) deceptive 


. harpy 


(a) MUSician 


» pastiche 


(a) dessert 


+ venal 


Comestibles 
{a} edibles 


(b) eulogize 


. () deadly 


(b) first generation 
(b) weepy 

(b) dumb 

(b) specialty box 


(b) medley 


(b) having to do with veins (¢) 


(b) cosmetic vaniety 


(c) poison potion 


(c) hair jewelry — 





(c) selected from various sources 


(d) monotonous 


(c) unity 


(d) rooster 


(c) wail (d) urinate 


(c) caustic (d) dominant 


(c) first time (d) premature 


(c) obscure (d) cold 
(c) open (d) biased 
(c) hag (d) sharp 


(c) individual performance (@) spicy 


large canal | ~ (d) rivulet 


(d) inflammable 
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59. ratiocination 

(a) read aloud 
60. contumacious 

(a) sickly 
61. polemic 

(a) argumentative 
62. puerile 

(a) avaricious 
63. feckless 

(a) fearless 
64. preternatural 

(a) unworldly 
65. recondite 

(a) well reasoned 
66. pathogen 

(a) germ 
67. sophistry 

(a) subtle argument 
68. riparian 

(a) desperado 
69. lubricious 

(a) lustful 
70. synergy 

(a) energetic 
71. sinecure 

(a) secure job 
72. symbiosis 

(a) interdependence 
73. pusillanimous 

(a) bold 
74. denouement 

(a) rejection 
75. cabal 

(a) horseman - 
76. palliate 

(a) alleviate 
77. perdition 

(a) rumination 
78. sibilant 

(a) silent 


79, ignominy 
(a) popularity 
80. obloquy 
(a) opaque 
81, uxorious:— he 





(b) analysis 
(b) friendly 
(b) ditty 

(b) facetious 
(b) worthless 
(b) jaded 

(b) profound 
(b) gene 


(b) magic 


(c) casting off 
(c) stubbort 
(c) rigid plan 
(c) childish 

(c) humorless 
(c) unhealthy 
(c) known 

(c) cell 


(c) learned discourse 


(b) situated near water (C) genius 


(b) lazy 


(b) medically obscure 


(b) easy job 


(b) separate entities 


(b) faint-hearted 
(b) stand off 

(b) plot 

(b) apply force 
(b) damned 

(b) hissing sound 
(b) eine 
A) charm 


(c) comical 

(c) lacking energy 
. (c) tough job 
* (©) loud 


(c) silly 


i] 


*, 


o (©) bound 

: (c) séance 
(c) deceive 
(c) state of being ie 
() cei Scenie 


(c) clamminess 


t > Mtl oe) —- > 
Toe hae ie eae ae 
. Cole =, tenes | oh 
ony mae 
cpt 
(C) grace. 
a 
: 1 
oo ae : . 
a eee = ns . 
5 4 





(d) inducti 

(d) docile 

(d) multi faceieg 

(d) pious 

(d) lifeless 

(d) inhuman 
(d) audible 

(d) sycophant 
(d) elite 

(d) rudimentary 
(d) tragic 

(d) cooperation 
(d) manual work 
(d) prognosis 
(d) generous 
(d) outcome 
@ group 
(d) one 
(d): predict 
aidiens (Fe 
@ | dishonou : 


@ infamy 





(a) unchan 
opprobrium 

(a) wariness 

redolent 

(a) complacent 

strident 

(a) strong 

scrofulous 

(a) rough 

solipsism 

(a) self-absorption 
jeremiad 

(a) tribal song 

apostasy 

(a) strong hint 
simulacrum 

(a) a conclusion 

(d) vague representation 
numinous 

(a) joyful 
abstemious 
(a) loud 
imprimatur 
(a) approval 
provenance 
(a) region 
100, legerdemain 

(a) change 


89. 


90. 


91. 


92. 


93. 


94, 


95. 


96, 


97 


98, 


99, 


(b) devious 


(C) medicinal 


(b) shy (c) hopeful 


(b) young goose (c) traitor 


earnestness a 
(b) ares (c) giving Sympathy 


(b) plainness (c) loveliness 


(b) unknown (c) mutated 


(b) disgrace (c) appropriateness 
(b) suggestive (c) egotistical 


(b) large (c) shrill 


(b) jaunty (c) morally tainted 


(b) nervousness (c) tentativeness 


(b) mournful complaint (c) happy conclusion 


(b)- unsolved mystery 


(b) an objection 


? 


or 


(b) bright | {c) mysterious “s 

(b) temperate ©) unruly . 

(b) attack © cautionary m 

(b) source of origin © acceptance é a } 


(b) trickery 3 


Ca 
eet hao 


(c) renouncing a belief. 


Wat’ 


(d) filthy 
(d) optimistic 
(d) coward 
(d) brightness 
(d) selfishness 
(d) unkind 
(d) elegance 
(d) prejudiced 
(d) flexible 
| (d) virtuous 
(d) self-denial 
(d) hill top 


(d) fantasy 


: ©) superficial knowledge 








.o, 


so 
‘ 1 


ttle 
aa 


orrowings 
—— ee 


—_ 





reek & Latin languages, but it also 
an etc., for the words it has 


The English language primarily owes its structure to ancient G 


nas to thank several other languages, most prominently French, Ital 


borrowed from these vernacular languages. | 
Some very common and popular words from different languages make their way into the colloquial 
form of English and with the passage of time stick to the tongues of English speakers, eventually 
carving out their niche in the Standard English language. These words, although have their roots 
in various languages, in due course of time, become integral part of English vocabulary as well, 
Such words also act as the common thread running through languages more than one, and 
thereby play their part in creating cross-cultural & cross-linguistic symphony. 

Here are some such foreign borrowings in English that we often come across. 





aeme noun highest point; summit, peak 

lsage; To be honoured by the Dada Saheb Phalke 
Award for acting is surely the acme of any actor's 
career. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD; In Greek, acme meant 
a mountain peak, but in English we hardly ever 
use it in the physical sense. Instead we speak of 
someone's new job as the acme of one’s career, or 

of a certain leap as the acme of classical dance 
technique. (don’t confuse acme with acne, the skin 
disorder, even though both actually come from the 
same word.) 

ad hoe adj. formed or used for a particular purpose 
or for immediate needs 

Usage: The College Principal formed an ad hoc 
committee to deal with the question of first- 
amendment rights on campus. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Ad hoc literally means 
‘for this’ in Latin, a meaning clearly reflected in 
its use in English. An ad hoc investigating 
committee is authorized to look into a matter of 
limited scope and not to go on a fishing expedition 
for other wrongdoing. An ad hoc ruling by an 
athletic council is intended to settle a particular 
case, and is not meant to serve as a model for later 
rulings. Problems that come up in the course of a 
project often require immediate, ad hoc solutions. 

ad hominem 4d). marked by an attack on an 
opponent’s character rather than by an answer to 
the arguments made or the issues raised, appealing 


to prejudice and emotion rather than to reason 
Usage: The Parliamentary Sessions often consist of 


ad hominem attacks between the ruling party and 
the opposition rather than serious discussion of 
important issues. | | 

Or, It was unfair of you to say that the driver whose 
car you damaged has a prison record. ‘That was an 
ad hominem remark. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Ad hominem in Latin 
means ‘to the man’. It comes from the field of 
rhetoric (that is, speaking and writing), where it 
was first used to describe arguments that appeal to 
the listener’s emotions and not to intellect. The 
easiest way to do this is to engage in personal 
attacks against one’s opponent. When debaters 
cannot justify their own positions or prove their 
opponents wrong, they may resort to ad hominem 
charges. Ad hominem arguments require neit] 
truth nor logic to be effective. Conseque i 1er 
popularity of such arguments has oss ws - the 

ad infinitum @dv. endlessly; forever: w; oe , 
(from Latin) > Without limit 

Usage: We must set aside funds for g ne 
present one will not last ad infinitum W ear, 1 he 

ad nauseam adv. to a sickening de 
of nausea or disgust (from Latin) 

Usage: You already stated your 
times. What is the sense of 
nauseam? 

aegis Nour something that protects or 
sponsorship or guidance by an 
organization 

Usage: The conference was held y 
a Human Rights Commission cr = aegis of 
Nations. : ' Uniteg 


ree; to the point 


POSition severa] 
repeating it ad 


defends; shielq- 
Individual] o, 


G1 


TE SiS ee Se ee | = a= 


eS rane 2 






yp THE-WORD: The original aegis was 

d or breastplate, symbolizing 
ag at was worn by Zeus and Dis daughter 
waety that Was ology. Aegis came to be used 


ajest) ay 
malt , in Greek ™) tholog} ne 
Athen cad of S eemingly invulnerable shield, But 
v q| w - 


skin shiel 


for al) > almost always use aegis in the phrase 
today i. nesisaf something’, Which means ‘under 
atl c het . A 9 
- portly sponsorship, or control of, 
he 3 _ . certain] 
fortiori parase all the mor ' . 
a for" ig drug users are going to be subject to 
Usb on centences, then @ fortiori drug peddler 
ye » 
wuld be subject to same as well. 
she ae 


| “ OF ; 
ane a ‘from the stronger (argument). It 
jferaut) . 


-<ysed when drawing a conclusion that is even more 
ne sys or convincing than the one just drawn. 
eo if teaching English grammar to native 
weaker ‘s difficult, then a fortiori, teaching 
English grammar to non-native is even more 
challenging. | 
alfresco adv. in the open air; outdoors (from Italian) 
Usage: Shall we dine alfresco, or do you prefer to 
eat indoors? | 
alter ego noun a trusted friend or personal 
representative; the opposite side of a personality 
Usage: The Personal Assistant to the Minister is his 
political alter ego who knows, or should know, who 
and what the Minister considers important. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In Latin, alter ego 
literally means ‘second I’. An alter ego can be 
thought of as a person’s clone or second self. A 
professional alter ego might be a trusted aide who 
knows exactly what the boss wants done. A 


personal alter ego might be a close friend who is . 


almost like’a twin. Alter ego.can also refer to the 
second, hidden side of one’s ownself. 
ambrosia noun the food of the Greek and Roman 


ay something extremely pleasant to taste or 
sme “ 


Usage: To the hungry earthquake victims, the simple 

haa lasted like ambrosia, 
oat THE WORD: Ambrosia literally 
nas et in Greek, and only immortals 
be io esses — could eat ambrosia in Greek 
though mee Their drink was nectar 
have been the the two are reversed). Both may 
Wed like rie forms of honey. Both were also 
and a mixt or ceremonial anointing by gods, 
ure of water, oj] and fruits called 


“hore sig 
came 
Well to be used in human ceremonies as 


*Dologiag Bod 


i 1a defe , 
8, Opini > specially of one’ 
PNiONs or actions y OF One’s own 





arrivederei interj. till we see eac 


Usage: In parting, we may Say arr 
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apologia ai “ne SPeech was an eloque 
, Enly COntroversja] ice ns 


Inquisition, however, was also committin 
omer at the same time — but that is the anit 
ol other apologias. These apologias instead of 


apologizing for the acts, attempt to 
apo! : expl 
justify them. ° am ane 


a posteriori adj, relating to or derived by reasoning 


from known or observed facts 


Usage: The Finance Minister had come to the 


posteriori conclusion that the booming economy 
was entirely due to his economic policies. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: 4 posteriori is a term 


from logic. It is Latin for ‘from the latter.’ A 
posteriori usually refers to reasoning that derives 


causes from effects. This kind of reasoning can 


sometimes lead to false conclusions. The rising of 


_ the sun following the crowing of a rooster, for 


example, does not mean that the rooster’s crowing 
caused the sun to rise. 


a prieri adj. relating to or derived by reasoning 


from self — evident propositions 


Usage: Most of the students rejected the faculty’s a 


priori argument because it rested on assumptions 
they felt were not necessarily true. 


ORIGIN. OF THE WORD: A priori is Latin for 


‘from the former’; it is traditionally contrasted with 
a posteriori. It is usually applied to lines of 
reasoning or arguments that proceed from the 
general to the particular or from causes to effects. 
Whereas a posteriori knowledge 1s knowledge 
based solely on experience or personal observation, 
a priori knowledge derived through the power of 
reasoning. An a priori argument is based - 
reasoning from what is self — evident, 1t does no 


rely on observed facts for its proof. | 
h other again, good- 


bye (from Italian) svederci, a5 the 


Italians do. 
82 
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gular patio around which 
a skylight in a many 
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m noun an open rectan 3 
uilt; a court with 


atrigm 2 
a house is b 


sto 


Usage: 
atrium, where t 
in the fresh air. 


auf wiedersehen 
good-bye (from German) | 

Usage: A further substitute for good-bye is to say 
auf wiedersehen, as the Germans do. 

an revoir interj. till we see each other again; good- 
bye (from French) 

Usage: Still another alternative is to say au revoir, 
as the French do. 

bona fide adj. made in good faith, without deceit ; 
authentic or genuine 

Usage: They made a bona fide and sincere offer to 
buy the property at its fair market value. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Bona fide means ‘in 
good faith’ in Latin. When applied to business deals 
and the like, it stresses the absence of fraud or 


rere new home had a large 


t of all, tl 
ae a summer breakfast 


hey could have 


interj. till we see each other again; 


deception. A bona fide sale of securities is an : 


entirely aboveboard transaction. When used for 
matters outside of the legal or business worlds, 
bona fide implies sincerity and earnestness. A bona 
fide promise is one that the promise maker has every 
intention of keeping up. A bona fide proposal of 
marriage is one made by a suitor who isn’t kidding 
around. 

brouhaha noun noisy stir, hubbub; uproar; 
hullabaloo; commotion (from French) 

Usage: There was quite a brouhaha in the office 
when the proprietor announced she was retiring. 
carpe diem phrase enjoy the pleasures or 
opportunities of the moment without concern about 

the future | 

Usage: He was convinced he would die young, so 
he told himself carpe diem and lived an 
adventurous life. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Carpe diem comes from 
Latin, where it literally means, ‘pluck the day’, 
though it is usually translated as ‘Seize the day.’ A 
free translation might be ‘Enjoy yourself while you 


have the chance.’ Some people make carpe diem a 


kind of slogan for their lives, feeling that life is too 
short to spend it worrying about the future, and 
that we should grab the opportunities life gives us 
because they may not come again. 


catharsi 


> noun a Cleansing or purification of the 9 






body, the emotions, OF the spirit 
He broke down sobbing at the fune;.), 


Usage: 
is P much calmer, he felt that it had 


afterwards, feelin 
been a catharsis. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: One of the earlier ys, 
of catharsis is in Aristotle's poetics, where the 
philosopher claims that watching a tragedy provide, 
the spectators with a desirable catharsis because 
of the buildup and release of the emotions of Dity 
and fear. Freud borrowed the term as a name fo, 
ringing a set of repressed desires 
and ideas back into one’s consciousness in order 
to eliminate their bad effects. Today some people 
speak of merely expressing a grief or other 
strong emotions, in order to get them out of your 
system,’ as being cathartic. But there 1s no general 
agreement about any of these, and the notion of 


catharsis remains a very personal one. 

caveat emptor phrase let the buyer beware 

Usage: The best rule to keep in mind when buying 
anything from street vendors is: caveat emptor. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: ‘Without a warranty, 
the buyer must take the risk’ is the basic meaning 
of the phrase caveat emptor. In olden days when 
buying and selling was carried on in local 
marketplace, the rule was a practical one. Buyer 
and seller knew each other and were on equal 
footing. However, the nature of modern commerce 
and technology placed the buyer at a disadvantage. 

charisma noun an extraordinary gift for leadership 
real aon rege SUPPOR and enthusiasm; 

Usage: Few figures in wo "i xvi veltinen 
as much charisma as M sir oie beside! eagenraai 

ahatma Gandhi, whom 


many of his fol 
vena ollowers genuinely believed to be 


the process of b 


; € it Originally referred to an 

i ftngs one ioe healing, 
3 ie! 

upon a Christian individ *Y ae nt ~ hatowet 


church. Charisma is ae for the £00d of all the 


» an 
a — of the Celebrities ‘ — entrepreneurs 
oa hn POSsesg charisma WO are now constantly 
cherchez |; 
cause of g Poh NB8ESt that a — woman- said 
em Or man 
Usage: Being a mig, ule May be the 


_ St he | 
femme firmly believes ix 





& WORD: In French, it means: 

TGS fi an’. This is a suggestion that the 
ook f0 . ular problem or mystery 1s a woman, 
ke to ‘ oe jeed only be found for the matter to 
an 


ved. | 
sal me self-confidence, shameless 
ess (from Hebrew) 
rector here, and you are just a 


‘et I the a th h h 
[sagt ser, Where do you get the chutzpa to tell 
on he . * 2 
a io run this organization? 
me ergo sum phrase rationale thinking is a must 
co ing peings; OF thinking makes existence 
or HViMS 
ssible a ' 
ca A person without any faith in cogilo, ergo 
‘She . 4 
um is not worth living. 
D: In Latin, it means: ‘I 


“OF THE WOR 


re I exist’. This is the basic tenet of 


h philosopher Rene 


corpus delicti noun 
ary to prove 
the material substance, such as the 


committed ; . 
on which a crime has been 


murdered body, 
committed 
Usage: The polic 
but they couldn’t prove the 
corpus delicti. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Corpus delicti literally 
means ‘body of the crime’ in Latin. In its original 
sense the ‘body’ in question refers not to a corpse 
but to the body of essential facts that taken to gether 
prove that a crime has been committed. In a case 
of arson, it would be a ‘uined building’. In a 
murder case, it would be the ‘victim’s body’. 


colossus noun a gigantic statue, a person or thing 
that resembles such a statue in size or activity or 
influence 

Usage: Superstar of the millennium, Amitabh 
Bachchan is regarded as a colossus in the history 
of Indian film. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The original colossi 
were the larger-than- life statues made by the 
7 on Romans. The most famous of these was 
oo —_ of Rhodes, a statue of the sun god 
ian 13 . was over 100 feet tall and took more 
sacs oe to build. The Statue of Liberty is a 
Slicanes on enormous and stately, at the 
has played a a York Harbor. And someone who 

Hitler, may be one role in history, such as Adolf 

curriculum i a colossus as well. 
career and = ROE 6 short summary of one’s 

qualification, typically pr 
“PPlicant for any job; resume ¥ peepen o 


e believed they had solved the crime, 
ir case without the 





_ detritus of centu 


Ww 


curriculum yit 


ORROWIN 
Advertisement SS Fi 6] 
ae and 


Alth 
Ough there was Never a general 


declaration 
of war, the t ‘ 
facto state of war f Wo countries were in a de 
ORIGIN OF TH or almost a decade, 
the fact,’ de po WORD: Literally meaning ‘from 
that has the Ae nt Se to lamer 
€ OF somethi 
formal ething but not th 
scenes aah A de facto government is one be 
with all of the power of a regular 


government, but without the official recognition 


_ de gustibus non est disputandum phrase you can‘t 


argue about tastes 

=. 7 _ love milk and I hate the same it’s 

gustibus non est disputandum. 

de jure phrase by right of law 

Usage: With the completion of the adoption 
proceedings, the Malhotras became the de jure as 
well as the de facto parents of the child. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Literally meaning ‘by 
right’ in Latin, de jure is typically used in sentences 
where it is set in opposition to de facto. It is used 
with reference to things that have the force of law 
or operate under a right recognized by the law of 
the Iand. A de jure president is one duly elected 
under a nation’s laws. A de facto ruler, on the other 
hand, may be exercising power that has been 
acquired through illegal means. 

de rigueur adj. socially obligatory; required by 
custom, etiquette, or fashion; proper (from French) 

Usage: At the restaurant we ate going to, jackets and 
ties are de rigueur, SO dress formally. 

detritus noun loose material that results from 


disintegration, debris 

Usage: The base of the cliff wa 
ries of erosion. 
ORD: After | | 
freeze of the autumn, the garden is sadly — 
with the detritus of the summer’s plants . 

produce— stalks, leaves; yjnes, rotted a Ps 
and maybe even 4 hand trowel left behin q | ; _ 
flooding MississipP! River a ke aig 
banks, it leaves detritus behind 10 1 — 


s littered with the 


ORIGIN OF THE W he first hard 


ndoned buildings, li es 
Sus includes ds of useless trivia. 


5 POWER MADE HANDY 


yn something treated as established and 
pinion; a principle or teaching, or a body 
achings, set forth by a church 


about the way in which animals 
dogma in the 





dogma nou 
accepted 0 
of principles or te 
Usage: New finding 
communicate challenge the current 
field. | 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD; Religious dogma and 
scientific dogma are sometimes al odds, as they 
are in arguments between those who believe in the 
biblical story of creation and those who believe in 
evolution. Arguments of any kind are harder to 
resolve when both sides are dogmatic in their 
beliefs, since it’s the nature of any dogma to resist 


change. 

eso noun an exaggerated sense of self-importance, 
conceit; a sense of confidence and satisfaction 1n 
oneself; self-esteem 

Usage: His raging ego was what his fellow lawyers 
remembered about him — his tantrums, his vanity, 
his snobbery, and all the rest of it. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: If a person with an 
overbearing ego seems to begin every sentence with 
‘I’ the habit is only natural: ‘ego’ is Latin for ‘I.’ 
In the field of philosophy, ego has often been used 
to mean the innermost self, and it has a special 
meaning in Freudian Psychology as well. But 
usually ego simply refers to one’s sense ‘of self- 
worth, whether exaggerated or healthy. When used 
in the ‘exaggerated’ sense, ego is almost the same 


thing as conceit and narcissism. Meeting a superstar 
or athlete without a trace of this kind of ego would _ 


be a most refreshing experience. But having a 
reasonable sense of one’s worth or position is no 
sin, and life’s little everyday victories, are good — 
in fact, necessary — for the ego. 


Note : ‘E Pluribus Unum’ is a phrase which 
means, ‘out of many’ or ‘one’. It is also the motto 


of the U.S. 

encomium noun glowing, enthusiastic praise or an 
expression of such praise 

Usage: She was overwhelmed by the encomiums 
heaped on her after winning the Most Valuable 
Player Award. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Encomium comes from 
the Greek and literally means ‘in celebration.’ The 
British Poet Laureate is expected to compose poetic 
encomiums to mark special events or to praise a 
person honored by the state, Any awards banquet 
is thick with encomiums, with each speaker 
effusively praising the person being honored. 

etween us; confidentially (from 







entre nous adj. D 
French) 


Usage: | know | 
nous, isn’t he a bit con 


you like Jim, and I do, too, but entre 
ceited? 





ersatz adj, being 20 inferior substitute or iMitatio,, 
artificial; synthetic (fr “ German) N, 
Usage: During the war, millions drank ersatz cof, 
made from grain, instead of from coffee beans 
ethos noun the features, attitudes, moral code or 


basic beliefs that define @ person, a group, of 4, 
institution 

Usage: Some social 
the end of the Secon 
has become increasing! 


critics have observed that Since 
d World War, the United State, 
y immersed in an ethos of 


materialism. 
ORIGIN OF THE 

‘custom’ or ‘charac 

by Aristotle, it refe 


WORD: Ethos literally mean, 

rer’ in Greek. As Originally useq 

rred to the man’s character oy 

personality, especially with respect to the balance 
between passion and caution. Today it is used to 
refer to the traits, practices, beliels, or values that 
distinguish a person, organization, subculture, or 
society from others. One may speak of the e thos of 
rugged individualism and personal self-sufficiency 
on the American frontier in the 19" century. 
Sociologists study the ethos of permissiveness in 
the suburbs and the ethos of violence in the inner 
cities. Observers of pop culture note, with a mixture 
of puzzlement and scorn, an ethos of vanity and 
self-indulgence has become well-established in 
Tinsel town. 

eurek# interj. an exclamation used to express triumph 
and delight on a discovery 

Usage: The town of eureka in the California 
seni is named for the cries of delight by. 
proep C ii when they discovered gold in these 

0 - . 
RIGIN OF THE WORD: Eureka, or heureka, 


ihe Greed ave found” in Greek. The story goes that 

deinecaining tae a Archimedes, given the task of 
urit ae: 

Eaverst” ce - aRer . In a crown, shouted 

making water s] 


: : mixed wj 
itself in the same wa d with the £0ld would reveal 


Way. 
bat - The Story may not be true 
sudden, we] Dias 

come dix When we make a 
ex post facto © 

the fact 
Usage: 
. Ost of Cc e) 

ex post facty ke arl’s 80-called rea 
ORIGIN Op . ‘CUSES for impuls; Sons are merely 

for ‘from a E WORp. 7 Slve behaviour. 

Oj “Ing do POst wus 
alread that is giy ia afterward » [acto is Latin 
Y has been beens t facto. PProval for a 

T Fs 
or COmniac.. ; the Project. 
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given to save face. An ex post facto law js one that 


criminalizes an action it was commMitted, even 
though the action was not a crime at the time when 
it was committed. 

factotum “our a person with many different jobs or 
responsibilities; a general servant responsible for 
q variety of housework 

usage: His job title was “Executive Assistant,” put 
basically he was a factotum who did all] the jobs 
nobody else had time for. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In Latin factotum 

literally means ‘do everything,’ and that’s just what 
a modern — day factotum does. Every organization 
seems to have a factotum responsible for all] the 
daily details that fall outside everyone else’s job 
description. This person often goes unnoticed until 
he or she is absent or gone — when suddenly noon 
makes the coffee, or picks up the mail, or takes 
messages, or just generally makes it easier for work 
to get done. 

faux pas “oun error; social blunder; tactless act (from 
French) _ 

Usage: In introducing the guest speaker, | 
mispronounced her name. It was an embarrassing 
faux pas. es 

gaudeamus igitur (also gaudeamus) phrase be 
happy, enjoy life of youth 

Usage ; The philosophy of their life is nothing but 
gaudeamus igitur. : 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Latin of ‘Then let us 


merry (while we are young.)’ Derived from the title 
of a medieval Latin student song of German origin. 
gratis adv. & adj. without charge; free | 
Usage: Refreshment were supplied gratis for 
everyone attending the convention. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Gratis is used both as 


an adjective — “The drinks were gratis’ — and as an — | 


adverb — ‘The drinks were furnished gratis.’ 
However literally it means, ‘free.’ Gratis comes 
from thé Latin word for ‘Favour.’ In English, a party 
favour is a small item given. gratis to everyone 
attending a party. , 

habeas corpus phrase any of various writs ordering 
4 person to be brought before a court; a writ 
requiring that a detained person be brought before 
a court to decide the legality of the detention or 
imprisonment 

Usage: As per the habeas corpus issued by the court, 
it is Mandatory for you to attend all the court 
proceedings. 

hoi polloi noun & plural (literally, ‘the many’) 
Masses; Common people (from Greek) 

Usage: Some writers do not try to make themselves 


understood by the masses. Apparently, they have 
little concern for hoj polloi. 


honcho noun person in charge; leader; chief; boss 
(from Japanese) 

Usage: Mechanics in this shop do not start working 
On a car without an OK from the honcho. 

hubris noun unreasonable or unjustified pride or self- 
confidence 

Usage: Their boastful pre-game hubris bumped into 

~ the embarrassing reality of defeat. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: To Greeks, hubris 
referred to extreme arrogance, especially when 
directed toward the gods. Hubris was the flaw most 
frequently attributed to the heroes of classical Greek 
tragedy; it was the pride, usually brought about by 
Overwhelming success, that went before the fall. 
Typically, this overconfidence led to a violation of 
moral law or the natural order and an attempt to 
exceed the boundaries of fate and mortality and to 
assume godlike status. Inevitably, the tragic hero 
was brought low by the gods themselves. 

icon “oun an image, symbol, or emblem; religious 

_ image usually painted on a small wooden panel 

Usage: By his death he had become a national icon 
symbolizing everything the country stood for in its 
proud citizens’ eyes. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The icons of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church are usually portraits of saints. 


-» Worshipers use these images as a focus for their 


_ prayers. Non-religious icons generally represent 
things or concepts just as simply. A company icon 
is its symbol, which is generally designed to make 
it immediately recognizable, especially for 
advertising purpose. Icon today can also be used 
in place of idol. Pop superstars are frequently called 
idols or icons, since they are object of adoration. 
And we also use the word constantly for the little 
symbols on a computer screen that leads you to a 
new function or programme. Something iconic is 
usually icon like or symbolic. 

id noun in psychoanalytic theory, the division of the 
psyche that is unconscious and gets its energy from 
instinctual needs and drives 

Usage: Psychoanalysts try to study the id of their 
patients in order to find out the real cause of their 
psyche related problems. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In Freudian theory, the 
id, ego, and superego make up the human 
personality. The id (which means Simply ‘it’ in 
Latin) is the first to develop. It is the home of the 
body’s basic instincts particularly those involving 
sex and aggression. Since it lacks logic, reason, or 
even organization, it can contain conflicting 
@@ulses. Primitive in nature, the id tends to seek 
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ut they worsened with hig laiss, 
Ney. 


immediate gratification. Although the working 
processes of the id are completely unconscious, its 
contents can be revealed in works of art, in slips of 
the tongue, and through other non-rational modes 
of expression, and can also be discovered by free 
association and the analysis. 

impetus noun a driving force or impulse; something 
that makes a person try or work hard; incentive; 
momentum 

Usage: The promise of a bonus gave everyone an 
added impetus for finishing the project on time. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: An impetus can be 
something positive and pleasant, or it can be 
something negative and unpleasant, but in either 
case it stimulates action. The need to earn a living 
provides many people with an impetus to drag 
themselves out of bed five mornings a week. On 
the other two days, the impetus might be the smell 
of bacon cooking or the anticipation of an early 
morning round of walk. 

in memoriam noun in memory of 

Usage: The message on the pedestal begins ‘In 
memoriam’ and then lists the names of those who 
died in World War I. | 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In memoriam is found 
on monuments and gravestones, but also in 
dedications of books and other creative works. 
Alfred Tennyson’s greatest poem is his immense 
In Memoriam, mourning the death of a friend, 
which he wrote over a period of 17 years. 

in medias res adj. in the middle things, rather than 
at the beginning (from Latin) 

Usage: The novel begins in medias res, and bit by 
bit we learn about what happened earlier. 

kudos noun fame and renown that result from an 
achievement; prestige; praise 

Usage: Anne Tyler earns well — deserved kudos for 
every new book she writes. 

Origin OF THE WORD: Kudos is an odd word in 
English. In Greek, Kudos means a single bit of 
praise or prestige. But the word looks like an 
English plural and is therefore often treated as one. 
So people now sometimes use the form kudo, with 
kudos as its plural. 

laissez-faire phrase unwillingness to get involved 
in or influence other people’s activities ; the policy 
or practice of letting people act without interference 
or direction; non-interference; specific, the policy 
of letting the owners of industry and business fix 
the rules of competition, the conditions of labour, 
etc. as they please, without governmental regulation 
or control | 

Usage: The problems began long before he became 


8/ 





headmaster, b 

faire approach. 
lnissez-passer noun a P 

place, travel jn a country, Ctc. 
Usage: His laissez — passer came handy j, 7 

frequent and extensive tours. ‘ 
libido noun in psychoanalytic theory, eNETBY thay: 

derived from primitive biological Urges ang : 
ally goal oriented; sexual drive i 
She would sit at home trying not to hin 
his unmanageable libido had |eq 


ass authorizing ACCEYs | 
8 (0, 


usu 

Usage: 
about where 
this time. | 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: It was Sigmund Freug 
who conceived and named the libido. At first Prey 
defined libido to mean the psychic or instinctyg 
energy associated with the sex drive. Later he Used 
the word for the psychic energy behind Purposefy 
human activity of any kind. The /ibido, or eros 
came to be regarded as the life instinct and the 
opposite of thanatos, the death instinct and the 
source of destructive urges. But outside of 
psychoanalytic circles, libido is popularly useq 
simply as a synonym for the sex drive. 

mens sana in corpore sano phrase a sound mind in 
a sound body 

Usage: I firmly believe in ‘mens sana in corpore 
sano’. 


him 


- modus operandi phrase A usual way of doing 


something 

Usage: A criminal who commits repeated crimes can 
‘often be identified by his modus operandi. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Modus operandi is 
Latin for ‘method of operating.’ Although often 
associated with police work and a favourite word 
of mystery writers, modus operandi is used in other 
contexts as well. For example, a frequent gambler 
who likes to play the horses may have a particular 
modus operandi for picking winners. The modus 
operandi of a cutthroat retailer may be to undersell 
competitors, drive them out of business, and then 
raise price afterwards. 

modus vivendi phrase a practical compromise 
arrangement that is acceptable to all concemed; 4 
way of life 

Usage: During the Kargil War, the ruling alliance“ 
the government established a modus vivendl at 
let them put aside their differences and tackle 
problem at hand. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Modus vivendi liter 
means ‘manner of living’ in Latin, and it sometim 
has that meaning in English as well. Usually: 
though, a modus vivendi is a working arrange” A 
that disputing parties can live with, at leas! until 
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a el Typically, 
qa modus vivendi Is an arrangement that ignores 
differences and difficulties. Two people sping 
through a bitter divorce may be able to arrive at : 
modus vivendi that allows them to at léast maintain 
an appearance of civility and dignity. 
magnum Opus phrase a great work, especially the 
greatest achievement of an artist, composer, or 
writer 
usage: We're not sure what it’s meant to represent, 
but we’re convinced that it’s his magnum opus. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The greatest work of 
an artist may be hard to agree on. Many would pick 
Rembrandt’s The Night Watch Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni, Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Dante’s Divine 
Comedy, Wren’s St. Paul’s Cathedral, and 
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel Murals. But for 
Shakespeare, would it be Hamlet or King Lear? 
For Mahler, The Song of the Earth or the Ninth 
Symphony? For the Marx Brothers, A day at the 
Races or A Night at the opera? 

memento mori phrase a reminder of the mortality 
especially a human skull symbolizing death 

Usage: The first twinges of arthritis often serve as a 
vivid memento mori for middle-aged folks trying 
to ignore their advancing years. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Memento mori literally 
means, ‘Remember you must die.’ The early Puritan 
settlers were particularly aware of death and fearful 
of what it might mean, so they used symbols on 
their tombstones that served as memento mori to 
the living. These death’s-heads or skulls may strike 
us as ghoulish, but they helped keep the living on 
the straight and narrow for fear of eternal 
punishment. Educated Europeans in earlier 
centuries would place an actual skull on their desk 
or elsewhere to keep the idea of death always 
present in their minds. 


neurosis phrase a mental and emotional disorder that 
is less severe than a psychosis and may involve 
various pains, anxieties, or phobias 

Usage: He had a neurosis about dirt, and was 
constantly washing his hands because of it. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: A neurosis is a form of 
mental disorder: unexplained attacks of anxiety, 
unreasonable fears such as a fear of cats (called 
ailurophobia), and mentally-caused illnesses are all 
examples of neurotic conditions. A superstitious 
Person might be suffering from a harmless neurosis, 
compulsively knocking on wood or avoiding 
anything with the number 13. But a severe neurosis 
Such as agoraphobia (the fear of crowds or open 
Spaces) can be very harmful, making a person a 


riso tht. 
th net of his or her home, Neurosis is based on 
¢ Greek word for ‘narve.’ 


since until quite 
rec , \ ’ 
h ently neurotic behaviour was often blamed on 
the nerves. 


soa sequitur phrase a statement that does not follow 
ogically from anything previously said 

Usage: The professor’s lectures were fascinating but 
hard to f 


ollow, as they were often a jumble of 
anecdotes, non-sequiturs, and personal 


observations. 

—— rig THE WORD: In Latin, non-sequitur 
0€s not follow,’ and it was borrowed 
~_ English by people who made a formal study 
of logic. For them it meant a conclusion that does 
not follow the statement that are supposed to lead 
to it. But we now use non-sequitur for any kind of 
Statement that seems to come out of the blue. In 
business meetings, for instance, productive 
discussion can grind to a halt when the boss throws 
in an unexpected non sequitur and others try to 
respond to it. 

non compos mentis adj. not of sound mind; not 
mentally competent to handle one’s affairs (from 
Latin) 

Usage: I would not say she is non compos meniis; 
her mind is as sound as yours or mine. 

non sequitur noun conclusion that does not logically 
follow from what has just been said (from Latin) 

Usage: It is a non sequitur to assume I can get you 
a job with Wipro just because I said its president is 
my cousin. I have no influence with him 
whatsoever. 

oligarchy noun a government in which power is in 
the hands of a small group 

Usage: The nations people were shackled by an iron 
willed oligarchy which dictated every aspect of 
their lives and ruthlessly crushed any hint of 
rebellion. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In ancient Greece, and 
aristocracy was government by the “best’ (in Greek, 
aristos) citizens. An oligarchy was a corrupted 
aristocracy, one in which a few evil men unjustly 
seized power and used it to further their own ends. 
Oligarchy combines the Greek words Oligos, 
meaning ‘few’ and Archos, meaning ‘leader or 
ruler.’ It has been used in English to describe and 
condemn oppressive governments since at least 
1542. 

onus noun a burden; a disagreeable necessity or 
obligation; blame | . 

Usage: Now that the Congress has passed the bill, 
the onus is on the President to live up to his promise 
and sign it into law. 
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ORIGIN OF THE WORD: An onus - ade 
ally @ mt ticularly hea 
erally a ‘burden, like a par | 
event But in English an onus 1s most fi oe 
a burden of responsibility or blame. 0 yi 
language, the onus probandi 1s the “burden 


proof” which normally falls on the paseo 
the plaintiff. It is up to them to prove a 

the accused is innocent until proved gui ty. | 
m noun something that brings disgrace, 


briu 
oa at results from conduct 


a public disgrace th 


considered wrong OF bad 
Usage: The writers of the New Testament hold the 


Pharisees up fo opprobrium for their hollow 
spirituality. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Witches have long been 
the objects of opprobrium, especially in the 16" 
centuries when they were burned by the thousands. 
The opprobrius crime of treason could result in the 
most hideous torture and execution. The sin of 
adultery in Puritan times brought opprobrium on 
Hester Prynne in The Scarlet Letter. But today mere 
smokers, or even overweight people, may feel 
themselves to be the objects of mild opprobrium. 

opus noun a creative work, especially a musical 
composition or set of compositions numbered in 
order of publication 

Usage: Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony is also known 
as Opus. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: A literary opus is often 
a single novel, though the word may sometimes 
refer to all the writer’s works. But opus normally 
is used for musical works. Mendelssohn’s opus 90 
is his Italian Symphony, for example, and Bhrams’s 

‘opus 77 is his Violin Concerto. Since many 
composers’ works were never given opus numbers 
in an orderly way, they now often have catalog 
numbers assigned by later scholars. 

O tempora! O mores! phrase Oh, the times! Oh, the 
customs!, a quotation from Cicero 

ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Latin, ‘Oh the 
times! Oh the customs!’ was spoken by the Roman 
orator Cicero (106-43 B.C.) when he complained 
that the times had changed for the worse and the 
morals of people had degenerated. 

persona non grata phrase person who is unwelcome: 
unacceptable person (from Latin) 

Usage: If you create another disturbance, you will 
be asked fo leave this library, and in the future you 
will be persona non grata here. 

postmortem noun (literally, “following the death’) 
detailed evaluation of some event just completed 
(from Latin) 


Usage: After each game, we meet with the coach for 
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“the key plays. 

postmortem of ’ | 

ferendum noun the referring of legislati,, 
refe 


sures to the voters for approval or rejection, 


a measure 

vote on such 
Usage: The referendum on the _ tax needed ¢, 
construction of the new hospital passed by SeV¥ey 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: A referendum Tet 
measure that is referred to the people, fen 
ferenda tend to be local and state issues, ang 
n questions usually appear on the ballot E 
ew! n time. A pressing issue might result in g 
electio Typical referenda items involye 


erendum. 
special refe | 
new zoning ordinances, new taxes for schools, ang 


limits on spending. | | 
un a systematic plan of action 9, 
pecially one designed to improve ang 
ular course of physica] 


mea 


regimen 70 


treatment, eS 
maintain health; a res 


training . 

Usage: Her daily regimen included at least an hour 
of vigorous physical exercise, preferably outdoors, 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In Latin regimen simply 
means, ‘rule.’ But it comes into English meaning a 
system of rules or guidelines, possibly for living a 
healthy life or taking a regular dose of exercise. A 
practical physical regimen includes vigorous 
exercise for at least twenty minutes several timesa 
week: but dancers, boxers, and other serious 
athletes may require a regimen as merciless as the 
regime of the cruelest tyrant. A writer or scholar 
may have just as demanding a regimen, and one 
that is just as carefully planned and timed. 

rigor mortis phrase the temporary rigidity of muscles 
that sets in after death 

Usage: The coroner could tell from the degree of 
rigor mortis approximately when death had 
occurred. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Rigor mortis (which 
translates from Latin as ‘stiffness of death’) sets if 
ares ends three or four days : 
external both fen ne before death andl 
which seen - ect the course of rigor mort 
Seaminan —_ a lack of certain chemicals 
Hecetle ae w. any mystery writes make use of 116 

as a means by which the star detective ™ 
determine when the victim died 

Salaam yer} bow Vv ne ; alm 

ery low, placing the right P 
on the forehead (from Arab; 

Voinas ar... rabic) 

*48¢: He is neither a nol 
Sultan nor a rajah. We do 


have to . 
Sayonara Salaam when coming into his prese0 
Usage: Migs farewell; good-bye (from fapanese 

Sayonar, taking leave of someone. we inay * 

a, as the Japanese a ; 
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farewell (from Hebrew) 

Usage: Shalom, adopted from Hebrew, may be used 
either for ‘hello’ or ‘good-bye.’ 

cine qua non phrase an essential or indispensable 
thing 

Usage: Good planning is the sine qua non of a 
successful dinner party. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Sine qua non, in Latin, 
can be translated diterally as ‘without which not in 
English.’ This may sound like gibberish, but it 
means something without which there would not 
be anything. Sine qua non sounds slightly literary, 
and it shouldn’t be used just anywhere, But it does 
show up in such places as business magazines (as 
‘a solid customer base is the sine gua non to 
success’), Show-business magazine (as ‘a good 
agent is a sine qua non for an actor’s career’), and 
for books or about publishing (as ‘careful editing 
is the sine qua non of staying in business when 
publishing reference books’). 

tabula rasa phrase the mind in its blank or unmarked 
state before receiving any impressions from outside; 
something existing in its original pure state 

Usage: As for knowing what life in the real world 
was like, he was practically a tabula rasa. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Tabula rasa literally. 


means “smoothed or erased tablet.’ The term comes 
from the ancient custom of using wooden tablets 
covered with a layer of wax on which students 
would write using a sticklike implement. At the 
end of day, the marks could be smoothed over, 
leaving a fresh, unmarked tabula rasa for the next 
day’s lessons. Zabula rasa came to mean a mind 
ignorant of life or knowledge. 

terra incognita noun an unexplored country or field 
of knowledge : 


Usage: We have been to Agra once otherwise Uttar 
Pradesh is terra incognita. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Terra incognita can be 
translated literally as ‘unknown territory.” When 
Columbus and his successors first crossed the 
Atlantic, they entered upon terra incognita, a new 
and completely unknown land. But the term is just 
as useful for mental exploration. The whole history 
of Americans before the arrival of Columbus, for 
example, is terra incognita for most present-day 
Americans. The term terra incognita was originally 
Written by Roman mapmakers on those land areas 
that no“one had yet explored. 

thesis noun an opinion or proposition that a person 
Presents and tries to prove by argument, an 


&reeting or 


extended paper that contains the results of original 
research, especially one written by a candidate for 
an academic degree 
Usage; She’s done all the class work needed for her 
Master’s degree, but she hasn’t yet completed her 
thesis, 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In college and graduate 
school, students often have to write a thesis on a 
topic in their major field of study. A student 
studying history might write a thesis on the uses of 
the war of 1962, based on original research in an 
extended essay of this type the student may put forth 
several of these (note the plural form) and prove or 
disprove each in term, depending on how they 
support or contradict the main thesis or argumen 
of the paper. | 
trauma “oun an injury to living tissue caused by an 
external agent; psychic or behavioural disorder 
caused by mental or emotional stress or physical 
injury 
Usage: Fifteen years later, their adopted Cambodian 
daughter was still having nightmares in which she 
relived the trauma of those terrible years. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Trauma is the Greek 
word for ‘wound.’ Although the Greek used the 
term only for physical injuries, nowadays trauma 
is just as likely to refer to psychic or emotional 
wounds. We now know that emotional trauma often 
remains long after any physical injuries. The 
psychological reaction to emotional trauma now 
has an established name: post-traumatic stress 
' disorder. The reaction usually occurs after an 
extremely stressful event, such as wartime combat, 
a natural disaster, or sexual or physical abuse. 
Typical symptoms include depression, anxiety, 
flashbacks, and recurring nightmares. 
tempus fugit phrase time passes by quickly (In Latin, 
‘Time flies’) 
Usage: It’s high time he mended his waywardness 
as it is an evident fact that tempus fugit. 
tout a fair phrase entirely; quite 
Usage: I believe in the Almighty tout a fair. 
tout de suite phrase immediately 
Usage: Tout de suite the fire brigade reached the 
site of fire. 
tout ensemble phrase everything considered; all in 
all, the general effect; total impression, as of a work 
of art . 
Usage: The paintings tout ensemble reflected his 
compassion for nature. 
tout le monde phrase everyone 
eae: This notice is for tout le monde. 
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rendre, c'est tout pardover phrase 
: , 
nderstand all is to forgive all 


to bring about peace in the 
c’est tout pardoner’. 





tout comp” 
French of, tou 
st way 

Isageé: The be 
* worl js to “tout comprendre, 
fmatum noun a final proposal, condition, or 


ul ally one whose rejection will result 


demand, especi 
in forceful action 
Usage: Saddam Huss 
withdraw from Kuw 
UN. intervention. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: An ultimatum is usually 
issued by a stronger power to a weaker one, since 


ein ignored the ultimatum to 
ait, which resulted in U.S. and 






Usage: I hop 











it wouldn’t carry much weight if the one giv; : 
ultimatum couldn’t back up its threat. Near the 6 
of World War I, the Allied POWETS ‘issu, 4 Q 

ultimatum to Japan. ‘Surrender uNCOnditionay, * 
face the consequences . Japan tejecteg ce 
ultimatum, and eight days-later the Unite d Sta . 
drdpped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, level, 

the city and killing almost 2,00,000 people, & 


verbum sat sapienti (est) phrase a word to the Wise 


h: often shortened to verbum Sap; i, 


(is) enoug nor = 
d to wise is sufficient 


Latin, ‘A wor eo 
e my verbum sat sapienti / verbym 


would help you to take right step in this regarq 


EXERCISE 





A. ‘Try Your Hands on Using Words of ‘Foreign Borrowings’ 
Each sentence below has one or more blanks. Fill these blanks 


following list, using each of them only once. 


au revoir 
brouhaha 
chutzpah 


ad hominem 
ad infinitum 
ad nauseam 
de rigueur 


in medias res 


entre nous kudos 
ersatz non compos mentis 


Example: 





* 


with words or expressions from the 


non sequitur’ 
persona non grata 
alfresco 
arrivederci 

auf Wiedersehen 
shalom 


faux pas 
hoi pollot, 
honcho 
postmortem 
salaam 
Sayonara 


Shalom adopted from Hebrew; may be used either for ‘hello’ or ‘good-bye.’ 


1. Shall we have dinner 


, or do you prefer to eat indoors? 


2. If you create another disturbance, you will be asked to leave this library, and in the future you will be 


here. 
3. Itseemed unfair for the 
| the work deserved some too. 
4. Among the expressions English has 
Italian; “ ’ from German; ‘ 


5. The 
showed he had failed to touch the plate. 


6. The restaurant where we are going to, jackets and ties are 
7. You have already stated your position several times. What is the sen 
8. Some writers do not try to make themselves understood by the m 


concem for 

9. Since they were constructed of 
occupancy. 

10. I would not say she is 








; her mind js as sound a 


11. The boss yelled at his sub ordinate, “I am the director _ 
the ‘to tell me how to run this organization?” 


12. We must set aside funds for a new car, The present one wil] 
13. He is neither a king nor an emperor. We do oy have to 


to get all the congratulation; surely, the subordinates who did most of 


borrowed for saying ‘good-bye’ are ‘ ’ from 
’ from French; and ‘ 


that erupted when a popular player was called out at home ended when the TV replay 


* from Japanese. 


» SO dress formally. 
s€ of repeating it ? 
asses. Apparently, they have 





jittle 


materia "a ' 
MS, the emergency shelters were unfit for permane® 


S yours or mine. 
e, ef 
and you are just a beginner; where do you E 


hot last 
ne when coming into his presence: 


waon Aw” WN 


12. 


_ In introducing the guest speaker, I mig 
_ I know you like Dheeraj, and I do, 10, bunt er ine It was an embarrassing . 

_ The novel begins , and bit by esc isn't he a bit conceited? . 
_ It was unfair on your part to say that the. dr; Ppened earlier. 


_ After each game, we met the coach for a/an 
_ Itis a/an ______ to assume that I can 
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Pronounced h 


drive 
as a/an__ Sse. t whose car you 


of the key plays, 
8et you a job 


cousin. I have no influence with him whatsoever 


with Wipro just because I Said its president is my 


Replace the italicized words with an appropriate single word 


Example: 


When we adjourned in disagreement, the office 
rs held a detaj . ; 
discover what had gone wrong, postmortem etailed evaluation of the meeting to try to 


Between you and me, do you think Ambika should have been given the award? 
Would you agree that printed invitations are required by custom for a wedd 


ing reception? 
Every morning, breakfast was the same; we had cornflakes and boi 


led eggs to sickening degree. 


Begin from the beginning and explain what happened. Do not start in the middle of your story. 


Can the sun provide us with energy till the end of time, or will it burn itself up some day? 


Deepika said Niraj is unemployed, but she also said he is well-to-do. Your motion that we excuse him 
from paying dues is therefore a proposal of no relevance. 


For the italicized words or word in each sentence below, find tvo synonyms. Choose all your 
synonyms from the list at the end of the exercise. 












ad infinitum commoners . end hoi polloi commotion 
endlessly honcho stratagem ersatz infinite 
subterfuge brouhaha counterfeit fame kudos 
surreptitious chief covert feign limitless 







synthetic finale neophyte tyro 








Example: 


We are not going to deceive you. con, defraud 


Anyone can see through your deception. ——__——_ >» —————_ 
Think of the glory that will be yours. 5 
Iam not a novice. , 
It was a secret undertaking between him and his i —————- 
This.cannot go on forever; we have to think of some alternattve.—————_ ———————— 
An actor can simulate: grief in the viewers ———————"’ Se 

She was not present at the conclusion__—_—_—_— ’ 
What nerve! ; : 
Some luxuries are beyond the means of the masses: 
Unlike cotton or silk, rayon is an artificial fiber. ee | 
I’m not in charge; there’s the boss to look after these things" 

How quiet it became once that hubbub ended! > 
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ing the italicized word with , 


D. Eliminate the repetition in each sentences given below by replact 
synonym from the following list: 














collusion 






preamble 
genesis 








alfresco demise de rigueur 
extraneous insidious seclusion 








Example: 


hown? initiative 


Is Lalit really an enterprising executive? What enterprise has he s 
ader, Therefore ; make your introductjoy 


— 
* 


A term paper with a lengthy introduction may discourage the re 
as brief as the circumstances allow, | 

I did not know the owner had passed away. When did you learn of her passing i 
Do you know the origin of this family feud? Would you believe that it ori ginated in abet Ze 
The guests were not obliged to bring anything, but some felt that a small gift for the hostess wag 
obligatory, 

The dictator has not hesitated to torture the so called conspirators into confessing their supposed conspiracy 
with his enemies. | ay | 

You are leading a solitary life Do you enjoy solitude ?__-_— | 

It was an outdoor wedding; the ceremony was conducted outdoors, in the garden. 

Be relevant. Do not introduce irrelevant matters in your resume. | 
The individual you are dealing with has been treacherous in the past, so beware of treachery. 





tb 


- 


Cs 





io ID 





Ss 


Complete each sentence below by inserting the most appropriate word / expression from the following 
list: | 


cryptic rudiments sinus extraterrestrial interurban 


shalom suborn inchoate persona non grata 





Example: 


As our table waited to be served, we saw dinner at some of the other tables | ; 
. : 2s alread 
this made us even hungrier. . y in medias res, 


1. As aneophyte, I am just beginning to learn the ____________ of the trade, . 

2. The __________ references made by the conspirators in their cony 
of course, meaningless to outsiders. | 

- > and ‘Peace be with you’ are similar in meaning. 
4. Some think we should settle our pressing problems here on earth before a | 
matters, Ng too involved in 

A/an is a cavity in the skull. 

The concept is still , so let me develop it further in my own mind 

She once told me to leave, so I know I am ____in her house. before | announce it. 

We took a cab to the next town, as there was no _ bus : 


The attempts made to the witness faile 


e i 
Tsations with one another were, 














ODN HU 





y — im © ignored threats ang off 
| ers of bribes. 
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j me across words like ‘Pp a | 
At times you co ollyanna’, Machlay ; _ aa 
janguage and wonder where from such words came into the oe , OF ‘Draconian’, in English 
‘act that English language has drawn word guage, Y 


S not only fro our answer to this is the 
a M Various o 

names of world famous personalities, popular characters Of well he adage desta 

people in different mythologies. wn 


literatures, and legendry 

For instance, ‘Pollyanna’ is the heroine of short stories for children written by Eleanor H. Porter 

Eleanor portrays her character as an overtly optimistic Person who always looks on the brighter 
| side of things, despite her difficult life as an orphan. So being a Pollyanna means ‘bein 

excessively. and persistently optimistic’. | * ; : 


Given below is the list of some of such words that ar 


ceeast ins wnhiad derived from names of people and describe 





‘ 


Adonis noun very handsome man 
Usage: Ishita blind date was just ordinary-looking, 
- and mine was no Adonis either. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In Greek Mythology 


an expurgated edition of Shakespeare's works. Dr. 
Thomas Bowdler in 1818 published The Family 
Shakespeare, an edition in which ‘those words and 
expressions are omitted which cannot with 


Adonis was a handsome youth loved by Aphrodite, _ propriety be read aloud ina family.’ To bowdlerize, 
goddess of love and beauty. therefore, means to expurgate a book by leaving 

Atlas noun any person who carries a great burden: OWE Or changing passages or words considered 
book of maps ! indelicate or offensive. 


. oa boycott y 101 i 
Usage: I would like to check on the boundaries of pape — i OUNSEE 4 reBune fo Use, Uily, 
Hungary. Do you have a recent Aflas? 7 tape , 4 
| age: € tare goes up any more, many riders 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: 
: In Greek mythology a will walk or form car pools. They will boycott the 
transit system. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Charles C. Boycott 


(1832-1897), agent in Ireland for an English 


Titan named Atlas, who was an earth giant, was 

forced to support the heavens on his shoulders. A 

representative of Atlas in this task used to appear 

on the front page of map collections. landlord, he treated the tenants so unfairly that they 
Baedeker noun guidebook; handbook refused to pay their rents to him. 


Usage: If [had not misplaced my Baedeker,1 would —_chauvinist noun fanatical patriot; jingoist 


have visited more of the truly important places in Usage: We must guard against being dragged into 


Paris. : conflicts by chauvinists; their patriotism is blind, 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: A person named Karl ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Nicolas Chauvin was 
Baedeker (1801-1859) published in Germany, a known for his excessive devotion towards 
series of guidebooks to foreign countries. Napoleon I. 
bowdlerize yerh expurgaté; clear.off words or — cicerone noun guide who explains to tourists the 
Passages thought to be objectionable history and special features of a place 
Usage: Some of the classics studied in high school § Usage: Thanks to the loquacious cicerone, we 
have been bowdlerized as you may discover when learned a great deal about art and history on our 
you later read the unexpurgated editions. tour of Florence. eoed thenmndten in 
: Je i | emselves in the 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: A literary personality Qn While in Egypt, they p rir 
named Thomas Bowdler (1754 — 1825) published care of a highly recommended cicerone to ensure 
71 
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that they saw and learned what was most 
noteworthy. | | 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Cicerones (or ciceroni) 
take their name from the Roman statesman and 
orator Cicero (106-43 B.C.), who was renowned 
for his long-windedness as well as for his elegant 
style, though they rarely match his scholarship or 
eloquence. | 

damaclean adj. involving imminent disaster 

Usage: Some of the residents near the nuclear power 
plant regard it as a damoclean threat; others feel 
no imminent danger. | 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Damocles was a Classic 
legend, a courtier of ancient Syracuse, who had 
over praised the king’s happiness, was allegedly 


forced to sit under a sword suspended by a single *" 
hair to teach him the insecurity of the king’s | 


position. 

freudian slip noun slip of the tongue by which it is 
thought a person unintentionally reveals his or her 
true feelings 

Usage: In accepting the filmfare, she made a 
freudian slip: instead of saying “I could have done 
it all without you,” she said “ I could have done 
without all of you.” 

gargantuan adj. enormous; gigantic; prodigious 
Usage: If your cousin gets to the food first, there 
will be very little for the rest of us: he has a 
gargantuan appetite. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The name Gargantua 
comes from a giant king, noted for his size and 
prodigious feats and appetite, in Gargantua and 
Pantagruel, a satire by Rabelais Gargantua 
(1494-1553) is the eponymous hero of the first part 
of Gargantua and Pantagruel by Rabelais. He was 
gigantic large-mouthed king with an appetite to 
match. Anything on a large scale is therefore 
gargantuan. Writers, especially journalists and 
press agents, are beginning to prefer this word to 
colossal and mammoth, which have lost their force, 
especially in climate where olives are officially 
graded according to these standard sizes: medium, 
large, large mammoth, giant, jumbo, colossal, and 
super colossal. However from Swift’s Gulliver's 
Travels, we get a tongue twister to denote huge 

size, brobdingnagian! The natives of Brobdingnag 

Were as ‘tall as church steeples.’ 


hobson’s choice noun choice of taking what is offered 


or nothing at all; lack of an alternative 
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Usage: I was given hobson’s choice; I coulg Acco 
| t 


the job offered, or quit. 


“nth 


1631), who ran a horse rental in the Sevente 
century, required each customer to take the 
nearest the stable door. 


5 * 
John Hancock noun person's signature 


Usage: Read the document carefully. Then affix You 

John Hancock on the dotted line. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: On the Declaration i 
Independence, the signature of the Ame,;, 
statesman John Hancock (1731-1793) is the fits 
the largest, and the most legible. 

machiayeilian adj. crafty; deceitful; cunning 

Usage: He did not hesitate to use lies, fraud, bribe | 
character assassination, spies, and even thug, ;, 
stay in office; he was machiavellian. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Comes from the name 
of Florentine statesman and writer, Niccg), 
Machiavelli (1469-1527), who wrote about the Use 
of deceit and cunning to gain and hold power, With 
morality subordinated to political expediency, 
Niccolo Machiavelli wrote a famous book calleg 
The Prince as a handbook of government for the 
rulers of his time. He set down the principles of 
taking and holding power. The word Machiavellian 
is now used to mean cunning, crafty, and deceitful, 
although originally the book did nothing more than 
set down as a science what is now called ‘ power 
politics’. 

malapropism noun humourous misuse of words by 
a person unaware of the error 

Usage: Mrs. Malaprop thinks Captain Absolute is 
‘the very Pineapple of politeness.’ Her confusion 
of ‘pineapple’ with ‘pinnacle’ is, of course, a 
ridiculous malapropism. 

ORIGIN OF THR WORD: The term is derived 
from a character of Mrs. Malaprop in Sheridan's 
play The Rivals, who makes ludicrous blunders in 
her use of words. She made errors of ludicrous 
misuse of words, esp. through confusion caused 
by resemblance in sound, for an instance prose") 
‘or prodigy. The audiences of the 1770's laugh 
at Mrs. Malaprop Ss mishandling of words | 
Sheridan’s The Rivals. From her name we g¢ od 
word Malapropism, which describes what countle® 
comedians do to English words for a laugh 
malapropism is a £rotesque confusion of words 
verbal blunder It comes from the French phras | 


ae 
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inapt, 
ynsuitable. | 

mentor noun wise, trusted adviser or teacher 

sage: The father began teaching his daughter the 
piano when she was only three; he was an excellent 
mentor. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In the Odyssey (Greek 
Mythology), Mentor was the loyal friend and 
advisor of Odysseus, and also the teacher of his 
son, Telemachus. 

mesmerize verb hypnotize; spellbind; enthrall 

Usage: The show is spellbinding: it will mesmerize 
you. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The word comes after 
Franz Ariton Mesmer (1734-1815) who was a 
German Physician and was known for his use of 
hypnotism. Mesmer created a sensation in Vienna 
and Paris in about 1775 by his assertion that there 
existed a power which he called animal magnetism, 
At first the name Mesmerism was given to this 
power; the later term is hypnotism. To mesmerize, 

in the present context means to hypnotize. 

Murphy’s Law noun a facetious or satirical 

“proposition stating that if there is a possibility for 
‘something to go wrong, it will go wrong 

Usage: The bus is always late but today when I was 
‘late it came on time — that is Murphy’s law I 
suppose! | | 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: It comes after E. A. 
Murphy, (1949) Jr., U.S. engineer who formulated 
the original version. J 

odyssey noun long, wandering journey full of trials 
and adventures; a spiritual journey or quest 

Usage: Nowadays most tourists do not have the time 
for an eighty-four day odyssey in the Middle East 
and the Orient. | 

Or, Their six-month camping trip around the country 
was an odyssey they would always remember. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Odysseus, the hero of 
Homer’s Odyssey, spends 20 years before returning 
home from the Trojan War. He had astonishing 
adventures and learnt a great deal about himself 
and the world; he even descended to the underworld 
to talk tothe dead. Thus, an odyssey is any long, 
complicated journey, often a quest for a goal, and 
may be a spiritual or psychological journey as well 
a8 an‘actual voyage. 

Parkinson’s Law noun any of several satirical 
Statements expressed as economic laws, as one to 


the ef 

i ‘on that work expands to fill the time allotted 

Usage: Despite Parkinson’s Law, the clerical staff 
completed its work by 3:30, though they easily 
could have stretched it Out to Spm. 

me GIN OF THE WORD: It comes after the name 
OF Its propounder, the British economist 
C. Northcote Parkinson. 


philippic noun & adj. bitter denunciatory speech; 
Urade; jeremiad ; any violent denunciation—so 
Violent that it is never uttered; it is always aimed 
or hurled. Synonymous words to philippie could 
be condemnation, excoriation, tirade, invective, 
incrimination, vituperation, calumniation, 
denunciation, indictment 


Usage: In an impassioned philippic, the former 
', Cabinet official rebuked the prime minister and 


demanded his resignation. 


Or, I strongly condemn the media’s philippic attitude 
on this high profile case. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The word philippic 


stands for any of the denouncing orations of 
Demosthenes (384-322, .), the famous orator, 
made against Philip, king of Macedon. 
Demosthenes thundered at the king in celebrated 
speeches called philippics. 

quisling noun traitor; collaborator 

Usage: The quisling who gave military secrets to 
our potential enemies has been living abroad. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The word comes from 
Vidkun Quisling (1887-1945), a Norwegian, who 
betrayed his country to the Nazis and was installed 
by them as its puppet ruler. 

quixotic adj. impractically idealistic; visionary 

Usage: Any plan for the instant rehabilitation of 
career criminals is quixotic; it will not work. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Don Quixote was a 
naive idealist who tries to combat evil in an 
unrealistic and absurd manner. We get this word 
from Cervantes’ great satire on a once-flowering 
knighthood that was going to seed. Don Quixote 
de la Mancha, the eponymous here, was a would 
be knight whose exalted imagination turned lonely 
‘ans into castles and windmills into fearsome giants. 
If we refer to a person as quixotic, we are politely 
dismissing him as an unrealistic visionary, one 
whose heart is bigger than his head. 

sadistic adj. deriving pleasure by inflicting pain on 
others; deliberately cruel 


96 


i 


ges DY ici 
74 WORD POWER MADE HAN someone he loved. The sadistic 1s often tisgg 38 


Usage: The enraged captain whipped —— broadly today to mean abnormally crue), Nor 


sailor with sadistic glee. stentorian adj. very loud 
— ORD: The word comes from | . “i hone I would 
ae s aeaal de Sade (1740-1814) who ~—— Usage: Without 7 ne cant at dhe a Neda, 
the out q h abnormal behaviour in a stentorian VOIce Oor ll 
described, in detail, suc ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Stentor wag aie 


his writings. Marquis de Sade was infamous for 
his misdeeds and his writings, described a situation 
in which a person derived pleasure from tormenting 


herald in the Trojan War, described in the liad 


‘5 said to have the voice of fifty men. 





A. Try Hands on Building Additional Words 
| i llowin | 
Complete the unfinished sentences by filling the blanks with one of the following Words/phrases 















: ator 
quixotic stentorian mento . 
philippic sadistic = 
machiavellian odyssey quising 





Example: 


Everyone in the class was amused by the unique malapropism of the new faculty. 


. Everyone abhors him because of his ____________ behaviour. 

- The film follows one man’s ____________ to find the mother from whom he was separated at birth, 
. Suddenlya__....——_—sr voice boomed across the room. 

. This is a vast, exciting but en ——__—. DFE. 

. Ihave a great regard and reverence for my 

The audiences were completely by the rocking performance of the performers. 

. Everyone present in the hall was offended by his : 
In Hindu Mythology, the character of the Mahabharata, Vibhishan was a 
Beware of his designs, 











B. Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 







A B 








(i) odyssey tirade 

(ii)  cicerone tourist. guide 
(iii) damoclean vociferous 
(iv) mentor ostracize 

(v) philippic jingoist 






(vi)  stentorian 








gigantic 
(vii) sadistic expurgate 
(viii) quixotic enthrall 
(ix) mesmerize expedition 
&) Adonis guidebook 
(xi)  baedeker Wise and trusted 
(xii) boycott masochistic 





(xiii) bowdlerize 
(xiv) chauvinist 
(xv) ° gargantuan 





impractically idealistic 
Imminent disaster 









Words from Names of Person or Place 
Used in Books 


he writers pick up direct from various 
ho has his finger in every pie is called 


. f dozen offici 
words you find below are associated with the names of pe cal srecahevisiar nba 


barmecide feast noun a pretended feast with no food: 
any pretended or illusory generosity or hospitality 

Usage: |hope you enjoyed your barmecide feast with 
the eccentric Dr. Khurana. 

ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: The Barmecides were 
a wealthy family in The Arabian Nights. One of 
them invited a beggar to a banquet at which he made 
a pretense of serving costly food. The beggar fell 
in with the joke and pretended to enjoy the 
nonexistent dishes. Finally, Barmecide rewarded 
him with a real feast. A barmecide banquet or feast 
is an illusion of plenty. The adjective barmecidal 
means unreal, imaginary, fanciful, notional, non- 

existent. 
boniface noun an innkeeper, restaurateur, etc. 


Usage: He spent half of his life as a boniface in the 
suburban region of Maharashtra. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: This word has become 
the smart word for an innkeeper or hotel owner 
who is a genial and jolly host, as was the original 
Boniface, a character in George Farquhar’s The 
Beaux’ Stratagem (1707). 

chauvinism noun militant, unreasoning, and boastful 
devotion to one’s country; jingoism; unreasoning 
devotion to one’s race, sex, etc. with contempt for 
other races, the opposite sex, etc. 


Usage: The war stimulated an intense national 
chauvinism. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Nicholas Chauvin was 
Supposed to have been a soldier in Napolean’s army. 
After the downfall of his emperor, Chauvin 
displayed such exaggerated loyalty and patriotism 
that he was held up to ridicule. In 1831 the Cogniard 


fSONs or places used in various world 


brothers wrote a play, La Cocarde Trivolore, in 
which a young recruit named Chauvin sang 
couplets expressing enthusiasm for national 
supremacy and military glory. The word chauvinism 
coming from the character in the play means 
exaggerated patriotism or jingoism, which also has 
an interesting story to tell. 






Note: Jingo was a magician’s expression which 
was taken over in popular English speech to show 
strong affirmation. It became famous through its 
use in music-hall song of 1878. Jingoism, like 
chauvinism, is a term for strong national feeling. 
And a jingoist is a person who favours a 
belligerent attitude toward foreign powers. 








lilliputian adj. of Lilliput (In Swift’s Gulliver's 
Travels, a land inhabited by tiny people about six 
inches tall) or its people ; very small; tiny ; narrow- 
minded; petty | 

Usage: It’s high time you came out of your lilliputian 
thoughts. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The hero of Gulliver's 
Travels was wrecked on the shores of a country 
whose inhabitants were only six inches tall. 
Lilliputian naturally means diminutive, miniature. 
The tiny descendants of the hardy nation of Lilliput 
have been brought back to life in T. H. White’s 
delightful fantasy, Mistress Masham's Repose. 

panjandrum noun a self-important, pompous 
official; a satirical title 

Usage: The entire office staff waited for their 
panjandrum boss to be transferred to some remote 
district. 
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ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In 1775, to test the 

boasted memory of Charles Macklin, who asserted 
that he could repeat anything he had heard or read 
once, Samuel Foote made up some nonsense line 
to test his assertion. Thus Sammel Foote’s coinage, 
panjandrum (pan, Greek meaning all, plus a Latin- 
sounding ending), has proved a sturdy one, Today 
panjandrum is used humorously or mockingly of 
any exalted or powerful person. 


robot noun any anthropomorphic mechanical being, 
as those in Karel Yapek’s play R.U.R. (Rossum’s 
Universal Robots), built to do routine manual work 
for human beings ; any mechanical device operated 
automatically, esp. by remote control, to perform 
in a seemingly human way; an automaton; esp., a 
person who acts or works mechanically and without 
original thinking 


Usage: I am sick of the robot / robotic work culture _ 


of the multinational offices. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In 1923 Karel Capek, a 
Czech playwright, wrote a celebrated and terrifying 
play. Its title, R.U.R., stands for Rossum’s Universal 
Robots, the robots being a symbol of the machine 
age, mechanical monsters in human form that turn 
upon their masters. Derived from the Slavic word 
robota, meaning work, the word robot has become 
very useful in describing an automation or a human 
being who has become so mechanized that he has 
lost his soul. 


rodomontade noun & adj. arrogant boasting or 
blustering, ranting talk 


Usage : It’s high time you stopped your rodomontade 


or else you will left all alone speaking and listening 


your own achievements. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Redomont or — 


Rodomonte the name means ‘roll a mountain’ in’ 
Italian, a Moorish king in Ariosto’s epic, Orlando 
Furioso, is brave but boastful. Thus the word 
rodomontade, meaning boasting, blustering, and 
bragging has been derived from his name. Other 
word to reflect these qualities appear is 
braggadocio, from Braggadocio, a 
Spenser’s Faerie queene, 


thrasonical adj. boastful, bragging 
Usage: No student has ever 
lectures of the Professor. 


character in 


liked the thrasonical 
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ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Romans had the;, 
idea of a Braggadocio and Rodomont, too. He wa, 
Thraso, a blustering soldier in Terence’s play, The 
Eunuch, who was full of what Dr. Watson calleq 
‘brag and bounce.’ In Shakespeare's As You Lite 
It, Rosalind refers to ‘Caesar’s thrasonical brag of 
‘I came, I saw, I overcame.’ 

utopian adj. of or like Utopia (an imaginary islang 
described in a book of the same name by Si; 
Thomas More (1516) as having a perfect politica] 
and social system) ; having the nature of, oy 
‘nclined to draw up schemes for, a utopia; idealistic, 
visionary ; founded upon ideas envisioning 
perfection in social and political organization , for 
instance a utopian community" 

Usage: The plan of action in their proposal is more 
utopian than pragmatic. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In 1516 Sir Thomas 
More wrote a book about an ideal state. Book and 
place bore the title Utopia, which means ‘No Place’ 
(U is from ou, a Greek negative, and top is from 
topas, place.) When, 250 years later, Samuel Butler 
wrote his novel of another utopia, he sought another 
disguise. He just spelled the word ‘nowhere’ 
backwards and called his book Erewhon. Utopian 
is a synonym of quixotic; it carries the idea of 
impractical, unfeasible, impossible, visionary, 
chimerical, ideal but unattainable. 


Note : Famous utopias include the garden of 
Eden, Heaven, the Celestial City, Heavenly City, 
Land of Beulah, the New Jerusalem, the Promised 
Land, Zion, Paradise, New Canaan, Goshen, 
Shangri-La, New Atlantis, Arcadia, Happy Valley, 
Land of Prester John, Kingdom of Micomicon, 


Laputa, Cockaigne, Erewhon, Camelot, Oz, Brook 
Farm , | 










Yahoo noun a person who is variously thought of as 
being coarse, uneducated, unrefined, anti- 
intellectual, crudely materialistic, etc. 


Usage: I just can’t bear with my Yahoo roommate 
anymore, 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In Gulliver's Travels, 

the Yahoos are a tribe of brutes having the form of 

men and embodying all the vices of mankind. 5°, 

yahoo is an uncomplimentary term designating a lout, 

4 Tulfian, a brute, a degraded specimen of mankind. 
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STORIES Be =O WORDS THAT-COMEFROM PEOPLES NAMES 
ee a ee i . , 7798) professor of physiology at Bologna, Italy, is called the father 
of animal e y: ame has been perpetuated in many terms associated with electricity. In 
everyday speech the word galvanize means to ele , 


ctrify, to stir into action as if with an electric shock. 
Martinet: A martinet 1s a military taskmaster, a stickler 


in any activity is called a martinet. The original w 





for details of discipline. A rigid disciplinarian 
as a General Martinet in the army of Louis XIV. 
s Masochism: Leopold Von Sacher- 


condition j Masach (1835-1895) was an Austrian novelist who described an 
abnormal menta! condition in which a person derived pleasure in being abused and punished by someone 


he loved. The hi masochism is often used more broadly to mean self-torture. A masochist is a 
person who enjoys tormenting himself. 


Ps Maverick: Samuel A. Maverick was a Texan rancher of the 1840’s who didn’t bother to brand his 
calves. At first the word maverick was used only for unbranded calves. Then the meaning was extended 


to apply to one who doesn’t follow the common herd. A politician who is unpredictable, who doesn’t 
always follow the dictates of his party is called a maverick 


Pasquinade: In the Piazza Navona in Rome stood the mutilated remains of an ancient statue. During 
the sixteenth century, there lived near it a tailor or a schoolmaster, a barber or shoemaker- his occupation 
varies according to which tradition you believe. His name was Pasquino and he possessed a biting wit 
and an ability to compose epigrams-short pieces of verse with a whip in their tails. On the statue he is 
supposed to have placed his poems satirizing the events and personages of the day. For this reason the 


statue was given the nickname Pasquino, and the verses were called pasquinatas, from which we get 
pasquinade, meaning a lampoon, or a vicious satire. 


Pollyanna: Pollyanna is the name of the protagonist of a 1913 novel by Eleanor H. Porter that has 
‘become a classic of children’s literature. Pollyanna tells the story of a young girl named Pollyanna 
who is adopted by her very wealthy Aunt Polly after her father’s death. Upon Pollyanna’s arrival, the 
dispiriting town in which her aunt lives becomes miraculously pleasant and healthy due to the gladness 


the child has brought. Through the success of the book, the term pollyanna entered the language to 
describe someone who is cheerfully optimistic. 


Spoonerism: The Reverend William A. Spooner (1844-1930) was celebrated for his habit, accidental 
or cultivated, of transposing the first letters of words in phrases. It is reported that in conversation he 
referred to the well Known two-wheeled vehicle as “a well boiled icicle’ and to a friend’s new cottage 
as a ‘nosey little cook.’ And they say that he would startle listeners at his sermons by referring to 


‘tearful chidings’ or assuring them that something was as easy as for ‘a camel to go through the knee 
of an idol.’ : 


EXERCISE 





A. Replace the italicized words with a single word that you have learned in this chapter. 

Example : | | 

The assailant pounded his helpless victim with deliberately cruel blows. sadistic 
I. Through enactment of TADA, the government aims at giving extremely severe punishments to those 
: involved in terrorist activities. 


You are impractically idealistic if you believe all people are honest and unselfish. 
“iF 
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3. 


Some senior doctors of the prestigious AIIMS are urging the students to refuse to accept the government’s 
decision of reservation quota for ST, SC & OBC students in higher education. 


Would you rather go through the art exhibition by yourself, or with a guide who can explain the special 


qualities of each painting? 
You would be a blind, fanatical patriot if you were to claim that your country could never be wrong, 








Is it ever justifiable for an editor to remove words of passages thought to be objectionable from a book? 


With her talent as an actress, she can easily cast a spell on any audience. 
If you expect to win against odds most of the times, you are excessively optimist. 
The cast is headed by very handsome male with no previous stage experience. 


Contextualized Learning of New Words 


Below given is a list of names of person or place used in famous books or any literary work of art and 
there literal meanings. Tick on right option and see how well you do with these not so common 
English words: 


Example ; 
rodomontade 


(a) poetic (b) literary (c) grandiloquence (d) philosophical 


Ans. (c) grandiloquence 


utopian 

(a) historic (b) hysteric (c) quixotic (d) initiative 
boniface 

(a) an innkeeper (b) cunning (c) lethargic (d) boring 
lilliputian 

(a) petty (b) esoteric (c) difficult (d) friendly 
panjandrum 

(a) doldrums (b) charitable (c) self-important (d) quarrelsome 
thrasonical 

(a) boastful (b) insincere (c) ironical (d) whimsical 
yahoo 

(a) unrefined (b) unreliable (c) cavernous (d) unbreakable 
barmecide feast 

(a) uninteresting (b) banal (c) illusory generosity (d) awkward 
martinet 

a he) WAM (c) fishing net (d) difficult situation 
(a) reappearing trait  (b) panoramic (Cc) commercial 


(d) self-destruction 


101 














The word herculean, today, 


Achilles’ heel noun vulnerable, weak or susceptible 
spot 

Usage: Talking to BJP (Bhartiya Janta Party) about 
its stand on secularism is nothing but targeting on 
its Achilles’ heel. 


Or, Tarun had been an excellent manager in his initial 
years but his Achilles’ heel turned out to be his 
addiction to increasingly damaging drugs. 

ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Greek mythology, 

when the hero Achilles was an infant, his sea-nymph 
mother dipped him into river Styx to make him 
immortal, But since she held him by one heel, this 
spot did not touch the water and so remained mortal 
and vulnerable. It was this heel where Achilles was 
eventually mortally wounded and killed before the 
walls of Troy when Paris shot him in the heel with 
4 poisoned arrow. Therefore the heel of Achilles is 
a weak , vulnerable or susceptible spot. Today, the 
endon that stretches up the calf from each heel is 
Called the Achilles tendon, however, the term 
Achilles’ heel is only used figuratively; thus, it can 
tefer to the weakest point in a country’s military 
defenses, or a person’s tendency to drink too much, 
for example. 


Aeg; ; 
BIS noun a protection, sponsorship; auspices 


ys passage of time, the name of the 
person becomes the qualifying noun for that very characteristic. It is observed that these people 
need not necessarily be human beings In flesh and blood. Most often, when we trace back the 
history of such words, we notice that they are named after the 


You often hear a person cribbing, “I have herculean task ahead,” 


| , has risen to the status of an oft used adjective. When you research 
about the history of this word, you learn that this word comes from the Greek Mythology after the 


name of the Greek hero Hercules, who had to undertake twelve enormously difficult tasks in 
order to pacify the wrath of God Apollo. It is from here that this word comes and becomes a very 
popular word, used very often to describe a piece of work of immense difficulty. 


Given here are a few words from different mythologies and history that have immigrated to the 
English language and become integral to daily communication. 









names of mythological figures or 


and wonder, why “herculean?” 


Usage: No doubt this production house will flourish 


under the Aegis of such committed people as the 
Chopras who roll out hits after hits every year. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The aegis (also written 


egis) was the mantle and shield of Zeus. Even the 
king of the gods needed protection in his wars with 
the Titans. Zeus lent the aegis to his daughter 
Athene when she went into battle on the side of 
the Greeks during the Trojan War. Homer describes 
it as a sort of cloak. It is generally associated with 
statues of Athene on which it appears as a short 
cloak covered with scales. Whether it was a shield 
or cloak, it certainly had protective powers since 
on it were serpents and the head of the Gorgon 
which turned men to stone if they looked at it. In 
modern usage the meaning of aegis as a shield or 
protection has been extended to mean sponsorship 
or auspices. 


Aeolian harp noun a box with strings that produce 


musical sounds when wind blows on them 


Usage: Poets have long been fascinated by the 


Aeolian harp because it is an instrument that 
produces music without any human performer, 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Aeolus was the king or 


guardian of the winds, according to the ancient 
Greeks. He lived in a cave with his many sons and 
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daughters, and sent forth whatever wind Zeus asked 
for. When Odysseus stopped there on his way home 
to Troy, he received a bag of winds to fill his sails. 
His men, however, opened the bag and released 
them all while he was asleep, and the raging winds 
blew them all the way back to there starting point. 
An Aeolian harp produces enchanting harmonies 
when the wind passes over it. According to Homer, 
it was the god Hermes who invented to a tortoise 
shell. 

apollonian adj. harmonious, ordered, rational, calm 

Usage: After years of Romantic emotionality, many 
artists began to adopt a more apollonian style, 
producing carefully detailed patterns and avoiding 
extremes of all kinds. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The god Apollo 
govemed the sun, light, and music. Due partly to 
the work of Nietzsche and other German scholars, 
we now associate Apollo with the forces of calm 
rationality and may call anything that has these 
qualities apollonian. This is not the whole story, 
however, Apollo was the god of prophecy, so he 
was not entirely a force of reason; he had a terrible 
temper and an appetite for young girls as well. 

Arcadia noun a region or setting of rural pleasure 
and peacefulness 

Usage: The Queen of Hills, Mussoorie in Uttaranchal 
is, a vacationer’s Arcadia. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Arcadia, a beautiful 
rural area in Greece, became the favourite setting 
for poems about naive and ideal innocence 
unaffected by the passions of the larger world. 
There, shepherds play their pipes and sigh with 


longing for flirtatious nymph; shepherdesses sing — 


to their flocks, and goat-footed nature gods cavort 
in the fields and woods. 


Arachnid noun a member of the class Arachnida, — 


which principally includes animals with four pairs 
of legs and no antennae, (such as spiders, scorpions, 
mites and ticks) 


Usage: His interest in Arachnids began when in his 
childhood he used to watch spiders build their 
gorgeous webs in the comers of the porch. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Greek word for 
‘spider’ is arachne. According to Greek mythology, 
the original arachnid was a girl, Arachne. Like all 
B0od Greek girls she spent much of her time 
weaving, but she made the mistake of claiming she 

a : better weaver than the goddess Athena. In a 


ms =*hoeetaes the two, she angered the goddess 


‘ing the gods at their worst in the patterkO3 


she wove. As punishment, Athena changed Arachne 
into a spider, fated to spend her life weaving, 

Armageddon noun vast, decisive battle 

Usage: Most people believe Indo-Pak war can he 
averted, but some are sure Armageddon is at hang. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Comes from the Bible 
prophecy that the final battle between the forces of 
good and evil will take place before the end of the 
world at a place called Armageddon. | 

Augean stable noun a condition or place marked by 
great accumulation of filth or corruption 

Usage: Leaders of many of the newly formed nations 
of Eastern Europe found that the old governments 
of their countries had become Augean stables that 
they must now clean out. | 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Augean stable most 
often appears in the phrase ‘clean the Augean 
stable,’ which usually means, ‘Clear away 
corruption’ or ‘perform a large and unpleasant task 
that has long called for attention.’ Augeus, the 
mythical king of Elis, kept great stables that held 
3,000 oxen and had not been cleaned for thirty years 
when Hercules was assigned the job. Thus, the word 
Augean tasks or Augean labour, or even Augean 
clutter. By the way, Hercules cleaned the stables 
by causing two rivers to run through them. 

bacchanalian adj. frenzied, orgiastic, a wild or 
drunken party, orgy 

Usage: The bacchanalian partying on New Year Eve 
resulted in three wrecked cars, two lawsuits by 
dissatisfied citizens, and more new experiences than 

most of the participants could remember the next 
day. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Roman god of 

_ drama, wine and ecstasy, Bacchus was the focus of 
a widespread celebration, the Bacchanalia, at which 
there was wine in abundance and celebrants were 
expected to cut loose; festivities got so out of hand 
that in 186 B.C. the Roman authorities had to ban 
them. In the modern times much of the same kind 
of bacchanalian spirit fills New Orleans’ Mardi 
Gras carnival each year. 

Calliope noun a musical instrument similar to 2” 
organ in which whistles are sounded by steam Of 
compressed air 

Usage: The town’s old Calliope, with its unmistakable 
sound, summoned them to the fair every summer 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: To the ancient Greeks 
the muses were nine goddesses, each of whom was 
the spirit of one of the arts and sciences. Calliop® 


W 
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was the muse of heroic or epic Poctry and 


responsible for inspiring poets to write epics such 

as the liad and the Odyssey. Since these were 
enerally sung and were usually very long, she was 

responsible for a great deal of musica] reciting, 

Today they are only heard on Merry-go-rounds and 
at circuses. 

calypso adj. a folk song or style of Singing of West 
Indian origin that has a lively rhythm and words 
hat are often made up by singer 






Note: Calypso is in fact designating or Of songs 
improvised and sung as originally by the native 
people of Trinidad; they are satirica] ballads, 
usually topical, characterized by wrenched 
syllabic stress and syncopated rhythms 








Usage: If you take a Caribbean vacation in December 
you end up listening to a lot of Christmas carols 
played to a calypso beat. - | 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In Homer’s Odyssey, 


the nymph Calypso detains Odysseus for seven | 


years on his way home from the Trojan War. She 
uses all her wiles to hold him on her lush, hidden 
island, but he still longs for home. The Calypso 
music of the West Indian islands has the same 
captivating, bewitching power as the nymph. The 
lyrics that are often improvised to the melodies, 
however, often make fun of local people and 
happenings. Calypso may not have been the 
original name for this music; it may instead simply 
have replaced a similar-sounding native Caribbean 
word, | 

Cassandra noun a person who predicts misfortune 
or disaster or a person whose warnings of 
misfortune are disregarded ' 


Usage: On many aspects of policy, particularly in | 


the finance, the present Government has falsified 
the Cassandras. a 
Or, The newspaper columnists are‘often accused of 
being Cassandra who always looked for the worst 
and predicted disaster. | — 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Apollo fell in love with 
Cassandra, daughter of king Priam. He gave her 
the gift of prophecy in return for the promise of 
her sexual favours, but when she failed to carry 
Out her promise to love him, he decreed that nobody 
Should believe. her, although she spoke the truth. 
Thus, her prophecy of the fall of Troy and the death 
Of its heroes were laughed at by the Trojans. A 
Cassandra is therefore a prophetess or prophet of 
doom. A modern-day Cassandra goes around 


predicting gloom and doom, uttering warning of 


tro 
uble like many current economists with their 
constant pessimistic forecasts, 


Cereal noun a plant that produces grain that can be 


eaten as food, or the grain it produces; the food 
made from grain 

Usage: Rice is the main food Cereal grown in Asia, 
Whereas wheat is the main food cereal of the West. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Roman goddess 
Ceres (the Greek Demeter) was a serene goddess 
who did not take part in the quarrels of the other 
gods. She was in charge of the food giving plants, 
and the grains came to carry her name. Cereals of 
the Romans included wheat, barley, spelt, oats, and 
millet, but not corn (maize), which was a cereal of 
the Americas. 

Chimera noun any fabulous monster; an impossible 
or foolish fancy 

Usage: Following her Chimeras she didn’t even 
tealise when she entered the squalid world of 
pornographic movies. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Chimera (also 
written Chimaera) was a horrible monster that 
breathed fire, had the head of lion, the body of a 
goat or a lion, a serpent’s tail, and a goat’s head on 
its back. Such a combination was unusually 
fantastic even for the imagination of a mythologist. 
So, a wild dream, an impracticable idea, a vain 
fancy is called a chimera. The adjective is 
chimerical. In his essay El Dorado, Robert Louis 
Stevenson calls the goals that men seek their 

_chimaeras. 

Croesus noun a very rich person. 


-- Usage: Bill Gates’ many successful business ventures 


have made him an American Croesus. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Croesus most often 
appears in the phrase ‘rich as Croesus,’ which 


-~" means ‘extremely rich.’ Bill Gates, founder of 


- Microsoft, could fairly be called ‘rich as Croesus.’ 
Croesus himself was a sixth century, .. king of 
Lydia, an ancient kingdom in what is now Turkey. 
He conquered many surrounding regions, grew 
wealthy, and became the subject of many legends. 

cyclopean adj. huge or massive; enormous, gigantic 

Usage: The scale of the new ten-block high-rise 
research centre in the university premises was 
indeed cyclopean. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Cyclops of Greek 
mythology was huge, crude giants, each with a 
single eye in the middle of his forehead. Odysseus 
had a terrible encounter with one of these creatures 
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in his travels, and escaped being devoured only by 
blinding the monster with a burning stick. The great 
stone walls at such places as Troy, Tityns, and 
Mycenae are called cyclopean because the stones 
are s0 massive and construction so expert that it 
was assumed that only a superhuman race such as 
the Cyclops could have achieved such a feat. 

Cynosure noun a guide; a centre of attention 

Usage: Whenever the latest hot young cricketer enters 
a party he becomes the Cynosure of the assembled 
crowd, 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Cynosure means ‘dog’s 
tail’ in Greek and Latin. In those languages it was 
the name for the constellation Ursa Minor, or the 
little bear, whose tail is formed by the North Star. 
The North Star has always been a trusty guide for 
travelers, especially sailors, because unlike the 
other stars, it always remains in the same position 
in the northern sky. So cynosure came to mean both 
‘guide’ and ‘centre of attention.’ 

delphic adj. designating or of the oracle of Apollo at 


Delphi in ancient times; unclear, ambiguous, or 
confusing 


Usage: All she could get from the old tarot card 


reader were a few delphic comments that left her 


more confused than ever about her future. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Delphi in Greece was 
the site of a temple of Apollo at which there was 
an oracle, a woman through whom Apollo would 
speak, foretelling the future. The Greeks consulted 
the oracle frequently on matters both private and 
public. The prophecies were given in obscure 
poetry that had to be interpreted by priests, even 
though doing so was subject to disastrous 


misinterpretation. Modern-day descendants of the. 


oracle include some political commentators, who 


continue to utter words of Delphic complexity each . 


week, 


dionysian adj. fanatical, sensual, lascivious 


Usage: The novelist gives vivid description in a 
dionysian style about the celebration of the 
Coronation ceremony. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Dionysus was the Greek 
forerunner of Bacchus. He was the inventor of wine, 
the first intoxicant, which he gave to the human 
race. For that gift and for all the uninhibited 
behaviour that it led to, Dionysus became 
‘Mmensely popular, and he appears in a great many 


SY. He is often shown with a wine goblet, his 
hair is full 


| of vin 
tended by € leaves, and he is frequently 


a band of goat footed satyrs and wild 
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female spirits called maenads. The Greek Dionysian 
worship began as solemn rituals but eventually 
became great celebrations with much drunken 
lewdness. 

draconian adj. extremely severe or cruel 

Usage: The new owners of the company think that 
only draconian spending limits and staff cutbacks 
can save the ailing company from bankruptcy, 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The word draconian, 
comes from Draco, the name of 7" century ” 
Athenian legislator. Legends and stories about 
Draco hold that he created a very severe code of 
laws, which were sometimes said to have been 
written in blood rather than ink. Today, we use the 
word draconian in a wide variety of ways, 
sometimes even referring to something as minor 
as parking policies. (Because the word is derived 
from a person’s name, draconian is often spelled 
with a capital D.) 

dragon’s teeth noun seeds of conflict 


Usage: It’s high time we realized that we sow 
dragon’s teeth when we neglect the education of 
our children. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: This term often appears 
in the phrase ‘sow dragon’s teeth,’ which means to 
create the conditions for future trouble. In an 
ancient Greek legend, Cadmus killed a dragon and 
planted its teeth in the ground. Armed men 
immediately sprang up from where the teeth were 
sown and tried to kill him. The goddess Athena 
directed him to throw a precious stone into their 
midst and they proceeded to slaughter each other 
until only five greatest warriors were left, and these 
became Cadmus’s generals. 

Dryad noun a wood nymph 

Usage: The Greek’s love of trees can be seen in their 
belief that every tree contained a Dryad, which died 
when the tree was cut. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The term Dryad comes 
from the Greek word for ‘oak tree.’ As the Greeks 
believed, every tree (not only oaks) had a spirit. 
The myth of Daphne tells of a young woman who 
chose to become a Dryad in order to escape 40 
unwanted suitor, the god Apollo. Pursued by 
Apollo, she transformed herself in to a laurel tree: 

Fauna noun animal life, especially the animals that 
live naturally in a given area or environment 


Usage: In biology class the students examined the | 


Fauna of the meadow next to their school. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Faunus and Fauna wel 
the Roman nature god and goddess, part goat and 


—s= 
a 


me 
—_ 


—————————————————— 


pr a are gr tte me — 





J 





sess aneneemaceainn es 

eon human, Who were in charge of Animals, Their 
helpers, who look Just like them, are calle 
perhaps the most famous depiction of 
pebussy'S orchestral work ‘Prelude lO the 
Afternoon of a Faun, which was turned into ballet 
by the great Russian daneer Nijinsky, 

a nowt plant life, especially the lowering plants 
that live naturally in a specific ar 


d faunas. 
i finn is 


Ci Or environment 

Usage: Scientists are busily identifying the flora of 
the Amazon rain forest before the rapid expansion 
of the commercial interests consumes it. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Roman F 
which means ‘flower,’ was the £oddess of spring 
and flowering plants, especially Wildflowers and 
plants not raised for food. She was shown ag a 
beautiful young woman in a long, flowing dress 
with flowers in her hair and cascading across her 
shoulders. English preserves her name in such 
words as flora, floret, and flourish. 

Hades noun The underground home of the dead in 
Greek mythology 


Usage: Always careful not to offend the media and 
public, the angry MP bellowed, “Who in Hades 
gave out this information about me?” 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Hades is both the land 
of the dead and the god who rules there. Hades 
(Pluto) the god is the brother of Zeus (Jupiter) and 
Poseidon (Neptune), who rule the skies and the seas 
respectively. His own realm is Hades, the region 
under the earth, full of mineral wealth and fertility 
and home of the dead. There he rules with his wife 
Persephone (Proserpina). Hades has become a 
polite term for Hell and often appears in its place, 
as in the sentence ‘the restaurant became hotter than 
Hades after the air conditioner broke down’, 

hector verb to bully, to intimidate or harass by bluster 
Or personal pressure 


lora, 


Usage: He would Swagger around the apartment 
entrance with his friends and hector the terrified 
inhabitants going in and out. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In the Iliad, Hector was 
the leader of the Trojan forces, and the very model 
Of nobility and honor. In the war against the Greeks 
he killed severaj great warriors before being slain 
by Achilles. His name began to take its current 
Meaning only after it was adopted by a crowd of 

ullying young rowdies in late-17'-century 
Ndon, 
Hedonism noun an attitude or way of life based on 


: i idea that pleasure or happiness should be the 
Chief £0al 
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Usage: In her New sprit of Hedonism she went for a 
Massage, picked Up champagne and chocolate 
ruffles, and made a date with an old boyfriend for 
that evening, 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Derived from the Greek 
word for ‘pleasure’, hedonism Over the ages has 
Provided the basis for several philosophies. The 
wncient Epicureans and the more modern 


Ulilitarians both taught and pursued hedonistic 
Principles, 





hereulean adj. extremely strong; extremely 
extensive, intense, or difficult 

Usage: The whole family now faced the herculean 
lask of cleaning out the attic. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The hero Hercules (in 
Greek Heracles) had to perform twelve enormously 
difficult tasks, or ‘labours,’ to pacify the wrath of 
the god Apollo. Any job or task that is extremely 
difficult or calls for enormous strength, therefore, 
is called Herculean. 

hermetically sealed adj. describes a container or 
space which is so tightly closed that no air can leave 


or enter it; separated and protected from very 


: different conditions outside, in an unnatural way 


Usage: The crew drove past a row of squalid shacks 
on the way to their hotel, where they slept in air 
conditioned, hermetically sealed rooms. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Hermes, better known 
by his Roman name of Mercury, was the patron 
god of magic. In the Middle Ages, alchemy, the 
predecessor of chemistry, was known asa hermetic 
art. To put the hermetic seal or the seal of Hermes 
on a bottle in the laboratory meant to twist the neck 
with flame and thereby seal it air-tight. The 

| expression is often used figuratively to imply that 
a person’s mind is shut against the infiltration of 
ideas or information. 

hydra-headed adj. any persistent or ever-increasing 
evil with many sources and causes; unending, non- 
destroyable 

Usage: The recently taken up guerrilla movement of 
the “pro Saddam Iraqis’ is a sensitive and hydra 
headed problem which needs to be sorted out with 
the policy of surveillance and forbearance. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Hydra was a water 
monster (hydra, water, as in hydrant, hydrophobia, 
dehydrate) which had nine heads. Hercules was 
ordered to kill the Hydra as one of his twelve 
labours. The Hydra had remarkable regenerative 
p Bes for as fast as Hercules cut off a head, two 
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| . replace it. However, the heads 
new OnE back f fire was applied immediate! y 
oth cut. Hercules there upon enlisted the aid of 
7 alee who burned the necks as Hercules had 
slain ys heads. In modern context a H alee 
situation or person would mean something 
someone's idea that is hard to eliminate or destroy. 
The term is applied to an evil which, apparently 
put down in one place, springs up elsewhere. 
iridescent adj. rainbow—coloured, polychromatic or 
having or showing shifting changes in colour or 
interplay especially of rainbow like colours, as 
when seen from different angles 
Usage: Watching the iridescent vapor of the Fall 
during the sunrise is the most cherishable sight for 
the tourists. . 
Or, The children shrieked with glee as they blew 
iridescent soap bubbles into the gentle breeze. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Iris, the Greek goddess 
of rainbow, took message from Mount Olympus to 
earth, and from gods to mortals or other gods, using 
the rainbow as her stairway. Jridescence is thus the 





an a 


glowing, shifting, colourful quality of a rainbow, - 


also seen in an opal, a light oil slick, a butterfly 
wing, or the mother—of—pearl that lines an oyster 


shell. The word iris itself may mean a flower, a - martial.adj. having to do with war showing a 


part of the eye, or a combination of brilliant colours. 

jovial adj. jolly, expansively good-natured; full of 
hearty, playful, good humor; genial and gay; from 
the astrological notion that people born under the 
sign of Jupiter are joyful 

Usage: We all like our grandfather’s company 
because of his jovial nature. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Jove, or J upiter was the 
Roman chief god. He was generally a cheerful, 


sociable, fatherly figure, although his anger could - 


destroy offenders in a flash. 


Junoesque noun having mature, poised, and dignified 
beauty 


Usage: In 1876, as a centennial gift, the French sent 
to America a massive statue of a robed Junoesque 
figure representing Liberty. 

ORIGIN GF THE WORD: Juno was the wife of 
Jupiter, the chief of the Roman gods. She was a 

matron, mature and well filled out, Her presence 
Was imposing; her authority as wife of Jupiter and 
od _ in her own right gave her particular 
laconic adj. brief or terse in 


: speech or expression: 


10/7 He buildings, but he is best know! 





Usage: Male movie stars usually don’t have 4 lot of 
dialogue to learn because most Scripts cal] fo, 
laconic jeading men who avoid conversation. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Ancient Sparta Was 
located in the region known as Laconia. The 
disciplined and militaristic Spartans were know, 
for using no more words than they had to. So this 
terse, abrupt way of speaking became known a 
laconic after them and their territory. 

lethargic adj. lazily sluggish; indifferent or feeling 
stuffed 

Usage: Once again the sumptuous Sunday lunch haq 
left most of us feeling stuffed and lethargic unabj. 
to go for any sort of outing. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Greek philosophe; 
Plato wrote that before a dead person could Jeaye 
hades to begin a new life, he or she had to drink 

- from. the River Lethe, whose name means 
‘forgetfulness’ in Greek. One would thereby forge; 
all aspects of one’s former life and the time spent 

_in Hades (usually pretty awful, according to Plato), 
But our word lethargic and the related noun 
lethargy usually refer not to forgetting but rather 
to the weak, ghostly state of those who have drunk 
from Lethe as dead spirits- so weak that they may 
require a drink of blood before they can even speak. 


readiness or eagerness to fight; warlike; military 


life | : 
- Usage: The stirring, martial strains of ‘The British 
Grenadiers’ echoed down the snowy street just as 
dawn was breaking. = 
- ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Mars was the Roman 
god of war and one of the patron gods of Rome 
itself. He-was in charge of everything military, from 
warriors to weapons to provisions to, marching 
music. Thus, when martial law is proclaimed, a 
country’s armed force take over the functions of 


the police. Martial arts are skills of combat and — 
self-defense also practiced as sport. And a court: 


“martial is a military court or trial. 


Mausoleum noun a large tomb, especially one built 
above ground with shelves for the dead; a large, 


gloomy building or room 


Usage: This very idea of spending the weekend a! 
their Mausoleum ‘ts down heartening to the extent 
of sickening, :.? | 

ORIGIN OF THE 
of a kingdom in 
He beautified th 
sorts of fine pub 


Asia Minor in the 4" century gc 
€ capital, Halicarnassus, with # 


| 


WORD: Mausolus was the rulet : 


— 
cer nat Se pl 


W 
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or the magnificent monument, the Mausoleuy th - 5 


yas built by his wife Artemisia after his death. The 
Mausoleum was one of the Seven Wonders of the 
ancient World. Today any large tomb can be called 
4 mausoleum, and so can be any big, dark, echoing 
-tefi0? space. The word mausoleum is Now used 
got only for a large tomb but for any large structure 
whose cheerless aspect suggests a tomb. 
qercurial adj. having rapid and unpredictable 
changes of mood; having qualities attributed to the 
sod Mercury oF supposedly influenced by the planet 
Mercury; eloquent, clever, shrewd, thievish, etc,: 
having qualities suggestive of mercury; quick, 
quick-witted, volatile, changeable, fickle, etc. 
Usage: His mother’s always mercurial temper 
became even more unpredictable, to the point where 
the slightest thing would trigger a violent fit. . 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The god Mercury and 
the planet named for him were thought to govern 


eloquence and cleverness. As the god’s méssenger, © 


with his winged cap and sandals, he was the very 


symbol of speed. The planet Mercury was named _ 


after him because it is the fastest of the planets. 


His name was also given to the liquid silver metal. © 


that skitters out of one’s hand so quickly making it 


almost impossible to hold: A mercurial person isn’t — 
necessarily physically quick, but changes moods 


with bewildering speed. | 
" Midas touch noun the talent for making money in 
every venture. re 
Usage: For much of his.cateer Dhiru Bhai Ambani 
seemed to possess the Midas touch. — 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: ‘Midas. was the 


legendary king of Phrygia who, when granted one 
wish by the god Dionysus, asked for the power to 
turn everything he touched into gold. When he 
found that even his food and drink turned to gold, 
he begged Dionysus to take back his gift. 
mnemonic adj. having to do with the memory; 
assisting the memory ae 
Usage: Sales-training ‘courses recommend 
mnemonic devices as a way of remembering 
people’s names. _ oo, 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Greek word for 
, Memory is mnemosyne; something that helps the 
memory is therefore a mnemonic aid, Such snappy 
mnemonic devices as KISS (Keep It Simple, 
Stupid) or Every Good Boy Does Fine (for the notes 
1 the lines of a musical staff with a treble clef) 
help to recall simple rules or complicated series 
that might otherwise slip away. 


i -” . t| { 1S 


Pa to inspire a poet or other artist 
Pskov morning Sylvia Plath, the great 

- poet sat down at her desk and 
summoned her Muse before penning down her 
poems. 

MRIGIN OF THE WORD: The Muses were the 
—_ Greek goddesses that presided over the arts 
(including music) and literature. Their temple was 
called in Latin the Museum. An artist or poet such 
as Homer, especially when about to begin work, 
would call on his particular Muse to inspire him. 
Today a muse may be one’s special creative sprit, 
but some artists have also chosen living human 
beings to serve as their muses. 

Myrmidon noun an unquestioning subordinate; a 
loyal follower, especially one who executes orders 
unquestioningly 

Usage: Wherever the corporate tycoon went, he was 

- Surrounded by Myrmidons all too eager to do his 
bidding. : 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Achilles’ troops in the 
Trojan War, called myrmidons, were created from 
ants. This insect origin explained their blind 


~ obedience to him, their willingness to carry out any 


-order- such as refusing to fight even when it meant 
* lives would be lost. The Nazis expected all Germans 
in uniform to exhibit this same unquestioning 
loyalty and obedience; the postwar Nuremberg 
trials established the principle that the utter, 
unthinking obedience of a myrmidon does not 

" excuse committing certain crime against humanity 
in wartime. 

Narcissism noun extreme self-centreedness or 
fascination with oneself; love or desire for one’s 

‘own body 

Usage: His. girlfriend would complain about his 
Narcissism, saying he spent more time looking in 
the mirror than looking at her. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Narcissus was 
handsome youth in Greek mythology who inspired 
love in many who saw him. One was the nymph 
Echo, who could only repeat the last thing that 
anyone said. When Narcissus cruelly rejected her, 
she wasted away f0 nothing but her voice. Though 
he played with the affections of others, Narcissus 
became a Victim of his‘own attractiveness, When 
he caught sight of his own reflection ina pool, he 
sat gazing at it in fascination, wasting itia't without 

ble to touch or kiss the image he 


d or drink, una | 
” When he finally died, the gods turned him 
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etands with its head 
zing at its own reflection. From 

the name of a psychological 
which is the excessive love 
ne of vanity 





into a flower, @ narcissus, that 


bent as (hough ga 
this myth comes 
disorder, narcissism, 
of oneself, as well as a more common ly 


self-centreedness. 
werful, frightening opponent or 


rival who 1s usually victorious, just punishment; 
retribution; a person who imposes retribution; 
anyone or anything which seems to be the inevitable 
cause of someone's 

Usage: During the 
carmakers became t 
industry. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Greek goddess 
Nemesis doled out rewards for noble acts and 
vengeance for evil ones. The Greeks believed that 
Nemesis did not always punish an offender right 
away, but might wait as much as five generations 
to avenge a crime. But whenever she worked, her 
cause was always just and her victory was sure. 
Today, a nemesis may or may not be believed to be 
working justice. 

Nestor noun a senior figure or leader in one’s field; 
a wise old man 

Usage: After dinner the guest of honor, a Nestor 
among journalists, shared some of his wisdom with 
the other guests. | 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Nestor was anothe 
character from the Iliad, the eldest of the Greek 
leaders at Troy. He was noted for his wisdom and 
his talkativeness, both of which increased as he 
aged. These days a nestor need not go on at such 
length; he may share his knowledge or give advice 
with few words. 

olympian adj. lofty, superior, like an Olympian god; 
exalted; celestial; majestic 

Usage: The mafia don’s manners grew increasingly 
olympian as he aged, but his old-time associates 
could still remember his being hotheaded young 


é 


and 
Nemesis noun a Po 


downfall or defeat 
1970, and 1980, Japanese 
he Nemesis of the U.S. auto 


thug. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Greek gods lived 
high atop Mount Olympus, which allowed them to 
watch what went on in the human realm below and 
intervene as they saw fit. But they tended not to 
worry much about the affairs of these weak and 
short-lived creatures, although they did insist on 
being properly worshiped by them. 
noun a precious, silver-white metal related 
to platinum that is used in electrical contacts and 
as an alloy with gold to form white gold 















Note: Palladium is a rare, silvery-white, ductile 
malleable, metallic chemical element of the 
platinum group, it is used as a catalyst, esp. in 
hydrogenation processes, OF in alloys with gold, 
silver, and other metals. Symbol, Pd; at. wt., 
106.4; at. no., 46; Sp. Bly 12.02; melt. pt., 
1,554UC; boil. pt. 2,970UC 










Usage: Most wedding rings today are simple bands 
of gold, platinum, or palladium. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Pallas Athena was one 
of the poetical names given to the Greek goddess 
Athena, although it is no longer clear what Pallas 
was supposed to mean. When an asteroid belt was 
discovered between Mars and Jupiter, most of the 
asteroids were named after figures in Greek 
mythology, and one of the first to be discovered 
was named Pallas, in 1803. In the same year, 
scientists first isolated the element palladium, and 
they named the new element in honor of the recently 


discovered asteroid. 

Penelope noun a modest domestic wife 

Usage: Most of the young educated girls of the 
present times don’t look at themselves as being 
Penelopes, quietly keeping house and staying out 
of outer world. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In the Odyssey, 
Penelope waits for 20 long years for her husband 
Odysseus to return from Troy. During that time, 
she must raise their son and fend off the attentions 
of numerous rough suitors. She preserves herself 
for a long time by saying that she cannot remarry 
until she has finished weaves each day she secretly 
unraveled each night. A Penelope, thus, appears to 
be the perfect, patient, faithful wife, and she uses 
her clever intelligence to keep herself that way. 

platonic adj. relating to the philosopher Plato or his 
teachings; involving a close relationship from 
which romance and sex are absent 

Usage: The male and female leads in many situation 
comedies keep their relationship platonic for the 
first few seasons, but romance almost always wins 
out in the end, 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The philosopher Plato 
taught that all objects here on earth are pale 
imitations of their ideal form, just as a shadow is a 
weak imitation of the real object or a painting fails 
to capture true reality. This true form has come f0 
be called the ‘platonic form.’ Plato presented his 
theories in a series of dramatic conversations 


1OMetween the philosopher Socrates and other people, 


EEE SR SEE IE FO a CA ne OS ET BNE 


WORDS FROM MYTH | 
which became known as the ‘platonic dialogues, OLOGY AND HISTORY Ml 87 


’ 


Because these philosophers and their students were 
i] male, and because Socrates in the dialogues 
<ometimes goes to great lengths to avoid 
committing homosexual acts, despite his desires, 
close but nonsexual friendship between two People 
who might be thought to be romantically attracted 
to each other is today known as platonic love or 
friendship. 
-ocrustean adj. ruthlessly disregarding individual 
gifferences or special circumstances 
visage: Then school’s procrustean approach to 
education seemed to assume that all children 
learned in the same way and at the same rate. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Procrustes was a bandit 
in the Greek tale of the hero Theseus, He ambushed 
travelers and, after robbing them, made them lie 
on an iron bed. He would make sure they fit this 
procrustean bed by cutting off the parts that hung 
off the ends or stretching those that were too short. 
Either way, they died. Something procrustean, 
therefore, takes no account of individual differences 
but cruelly and mercilessly makes everything the 
same. 
protean adj displaying great versatility or variety; 
able to take on many different forms or natures; 
very changeable; readily taking on different shapes 
and forms 
Usage: He was attempting to become the protean 
athlete, with contracts to play professional baseball, 
football, and basketball. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Proteus was the figure 
in the Odyssey who revealed to Menelaus how to 
get home to Sparta with the notorious Helen of 
Troy. Before he would give up the information, 
though, Menelaus had to capture him — no mean 
feat, since he had the ability to change into any 
natural shape he chose. The word Protean came to 
describe this ability to change in to many different 
shapes or to play many different roles in quick 
succession. | 
Pandora’s Box noun a source of many troubles 
Usage: The idea of reopening Bhagalpur Riot Case 
in the court is repugnant to the point of 
loathsomeness. It would open a Pandora’s Box, 
releasing incalculable mischief. 
Or, Raising the issue of a new tax opened a real 
Pandora’s Box of related economic problems. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The first woman, 
“cording to Greek mythology, was Pandora. Pan 
Means ‘all the’ dora means ‘gifts’. Every god and 


goddess contributed something to make her a 
—— being. Zeus, angered at mankind, sent her 
Own to be a curse to man. It appears that until she 

was created, the earth was inhabited only by men 
and beasts, The 80ds gave her a box which she was 
warned not to open. Unable to overcome her 
curlosity, she did open it one day. Trouble then 
Came upon earth. All the ills that plague the body 
and mind of man flew out. This version of the myth 
ls decidedly anti-feminist. It started the legend that 
woman and her curiosity is responsible for the 
troubles from which man suffers. A Pandora's Box 
is a source of evil, a seething cauldron on which a 
lid must be kept. Anything that seems harmless but 
when opened or investigated brings forth problems 
is called a Pandora’s box. 

promethean adj. life-bringing, creative, or 
courageously original, new or creative in a daring 
way 

Usage: It is necessary today to educate the 
nonscientific public to the promethean nature of 
atomic energy and the true character of science. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Prometheus was a Titan, 
a generation older than Zeus. When Zeus overthrew 
his own father Cronus and seized power, 
Prometheus fought on the side of the gods and 
against his fellow Titans. But when Zeus later 
wanted to destroy the race of humans, Prometheus 
saved them by stealing fire for them from the gods. 
He also taught them how to write, farm, build 
houses, read the stars and weather, cure themselves 
when sick, and tame animals, in short, all the arts 
and skills that make humans unique. So inventive 
was he that anything that bears the stamp of 
creativity and originality can still be called 
Promethean. But for his disobedience Zeus had him 
chained to a rocky cliff, where for many long 
centuries an eagle daily tore at his liver which grew 
back each night. Thus, any suffering on a grand 
scale can also be called Promethean. 

Pyrrhic victory noun a victory won at excessive cost 

Usage: The coach regarded their match winning as a 
Pyrrhic victory, as his best players sustained 
injuries that would sideline them for weeks. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Pyrrhic victories take 
their name from pyrrhus, the king of Epirus an 
ancient country in northwest Greece. Pyrrhus 
defeated the Romans at the Battle of Ausculum 
(279, ..) but lost all of his best officers and many 
men. He is said to have exclaimed after the battle 


: ” 
Ope more such victory and we are lost. 


. —— 
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sapphic ad). lesbian; relating to a poetic verse p 
associated with Sappho _ 
Usage: The Roman poets Catullus and Horace 
composed wonderful love poems 11 sapphic verse. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Sappho wrote poems 
of passion and self-reflection, some of them 
directed to the women attending the school she 
conducted on the Greek island of Lesbos around 
600 B.C. The poems were written in an original 
rhythmical pattern, which has become known as 
Sapphic verse. The island of Lesbos also gave its 
name to lesbianism, which is sometimes called 


attern 


Sapphic love. 

socratic adj. a method of teaching or discussion, like 
that used by Socrates, in which by means of a series 
of questions and answers the logical soundness of 
a definition is tested, the meaning of a concept 
examined, etc.; having to do with the philosophers 
or with their teaching method, in which they 
systematically question the student in conversation 
in order to draw forth truths 


Note: Socratic trony is a pretense of ignorance in 


a discussion to expose the fallacies in the 
opponent's logic 





Usage: The professor fascinated some students but 
annoyed others with her socratic method of 
teaching, which required them to listen, think and 
participate in class. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Socrates lived in Greece 


in the 5" century , , he left no writings behind, so . 


all that we know of him is through the writings of 
his disciple Plato. Today he is most remembered 
for his method of teaching by asking question. His 
name survives in terms such as Socratic induction, 
which is a method of gradually arriving at 
generalization through a process of questions and 
answers, and Socratic irony, in which the teacher 
pretends ignorance, but questions his students 
skillfully to make them aware of their errors in 
understanding. 

Seylla and Charybdis noun two equally dangerous 
alternatives 

Usage: As always, they feel caught between Scylla 
= pepe as they try to hold down costs while 
Oni ting for the future. 
Were rhage Ww ORD: Scylla and Charybdis 

“ndangereg oa sw vaghgrige mythology who 
| Pping in the Strait of Messina 


(ween Ital and Sici 
With ‘ili hae Sicily. Scylla, a female monster 


and six heads, each with pointed 111 


teeth, barked like a dog from the rocks on the Italia, 
side. Charybdis lived under a huge fig tree on the 
Sicilian side and caused a whirlpool by swallowj, 
the waters of the sea. Being caught between Scyllq 
and Charybdis is a lot like being between a roo, 
and a hard place. 

Sibyl noun a female prophet or fortune-teller 

Usage: Her mother treated her as if she were the 
family Sibyl, able to predict what fate was about tg 
befall her sisters. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Sibyls were ancient 
prophetesses who lived in Babylonia, Greece, Italy, 
and Egypt. The most famous was the Sibyl of 
Cumae in Italy, a withered crone who lived in a 
cave. Her prophecies were collected into twelve 
books, three of which survived to be consulted by 
the Romans in times. of national emergencies. 
Whether or not she was the first Sibyl, her name or 
title became the term for all such prophets. 

siren noun & adj. a woman who uses her sexual 
attractiveness to entice or allure men; a woman who 
is considered seductive; a woman who tempts men 
with bewitching sweetness 


_ Usage: Media treated the Bollywood newcomer like 


a sex symbol, but she lacked the graceful and air of 
mystery of a real siren. | 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The sirens were a group 


. of partly human female creatures in Greek 


mythology that lured sailors onto destructive rocks 
with their singing. Odysseus and his men 
encountered the sirens after leaving Troy. The only 
way to sail by them safely was to make oneself deaf 
to their enchanting song, so Odysseus packed the 
men’s ears with wax. But he himself, ever curidus, 


wanted to hear, so he had himself tied to thé mast 


to keep from flinging himself into the water or 
steering his ship toward sure destruction. A siren 
today is almost always a woman, thought she need 
not sing or cause shipwrecks. But a siren song may 
be any appeal that lures a person to act against his 
or. her better judgment. 


sisyphean adj. endless and difficult; toilsome, useless 
Usage: High-school dropouts usually find getting 4 


good job to be a sisyphean task. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Reputedly the cleverest 


man on earth, Sisyphus tricked the gods ‘in t0 
bringing him back to‘life after he had attained his 
natural death. For this they punished him by 
sending him back to the underworld, where he had 
to eternally roll a huge rock up a long, steep hill, 
only to watch it rol] back to where he started. 





gp arernine Sisyphean demands the sane Kind of 

prong thankless, and ultimately Unsuccessful 

‘ nwt ; ™ 7 AS 

efiors- ; ; 

jects HOW A grammatical mistake in speaking or 
et hie Ee ae =. ates & * 
> rit 3 blunder in etiquette or people behaviour: 


r stion © {the conventional usage, grammar, ete 


of a language: ungrammatical use of words (Ex. 


s 


ave done it” for “We did it") a Violation of good 
gyanners, breach of etiquette; a mistake or 
japropriety 

peage: The rustic villager committed his first 
solecism™ immediately on entering his host's grand 
nouse and tracking mud over the Persian rug spread 
in their dining TooM. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In ancient Asia Minor, 
there Was a city called Soloi where the inhabitants 
spoke Greek that was full of grammatical errors. 
Any lapse in grammar or informal social behaviour 
has hence come to be known as a solecism. Such 
things as saying, ‘ain't’ or ‘they Was’ or using the 
hostess’s best bath towel to dry off ones muddy 
shoes are Solecismis. : 

spartan adj. like or characteristic of the Spartans; 
warlike, brave, hardy, stoical, severe, frugal, and 
highly disciplined; marked by simplicity and often: 
strict self disciplined or self-denial 

Usage: His spartan life bore no relation to the lush 
language of his poetry. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In ancient times, the 
Greek city of Sparta had a reputation for enforcing 


a highly. disciplined, severe way of life among its _ 


citizens so as to keep them ready for war anytime. 
The city required physical training. for men and 
women and maintained a common dining hall and 
community based child care, but provided very little 


physical comforts. The term Spartan today may 


sometimes suggest communal life (for example, in 
the army), but always signifies strictness and 
frugality. | | a 

stoic noun & adj. seemingly indifferent to pleasure 
or pain, unmoved, impassive 






Note: A member of a Greek school of philosophy 
founded by Zeno about.308 B.C., holding that all 
things, Properties, rélations, etc. are governed by 
| “nvarying natural laws, and that the wise man 
should follow virtue alone, obtained through 
| feason, remaining indifferent to the external world 
and to passion or emotion 











Usage: She bore the pain of loosing her husband in 
the road accident with stoic patience. 
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Members of an nab ries ae ies 

SOF a philosophical movement that first 
‘ppeared in ancient Greece and lasted through the 
Roman era. They taught that humans should seek 
to free themselves from joy, grief, and passions of 
all kinds in order to attain wisdom. This school of 
philosophy founded by Zeno about 308 B.C., 
holding that all things, properties, relations, etc. 
are governed by unvarying natural laws, and that 
the wise man should follow virtue alone, obtained 
through reason. remaining indifferent to the 
external world and to passion or emotion . They 
have given their name to a personal attitude that 


some cultures and individuals still proudly 
cultivate. 


ORIGIN OF 


stygian adj. infernal or hellish; dark or gloomy; 
inviolable; completely binding, as an oath sworn 
by the river Styx, extremely dark, damp, gloomy 
and forbidding (like the River Styx) 

Usage: When the power went out in the building; 
the halls and stairwells were plunged in stygian 
darkness, 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The word stygian comes 
from the name of the River Styx, which was the 
chief river of the Greek, underground world of the 
dead and which had to be crossed in order to enter 
this world. 

sybaritic adj. marked by a luxurious or sensual way 
of life 

Usage: Eventually their sybaritic excesses consumed 
all their savings and forced them to lead a more 
restrained life. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The ancient city of 
Sybaris, founded by the Greeks in Italy, was famous 


” for the wealth and hedonistic self-indulgence of its 


citizens, whose love of extravagance and sensuality 
made Sybaritic a term for such leanings in any era. 


tantalize verb to tease or torment by offering 


something desirable but keeping it out of reach 
Usage: The sight of a warm fire through the window 
tantalized us in the cold chilly night almost 


unbearably. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Tantalus, according to 
Greek mythology, killed his son Pelops and offered 
him to the gods in a stew for dinner. Almost all of 
the gods realized what was happening and refused 
the meal, but Demeter took a nibble out of Pelops S 

der. The gods reconstructed Pelops, replacing 

r with a piece of ivory, and then 

In Hades the water up to his 

tree laden with fruit. Each 


shoul 
the missing shoulde 
punished Tantalus. 
(Tantalus’s)neck under a 
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ped to drink, the water moved out of 
me he reached up to pick something, 
5 move beyond his grasp. He was thus 
lized by the water and fruit. Today 


thing or anyone that tempts but 1s unobtainable 
any 


is gantalizing - 
an 


thespian adj. actor; having to do with the drama, 


dramatic sees act 
4 4 yié 
Usage: In summer the rowns of New Engian 


welcome troupes of thespians dedicated to 
presenting plays of all kinds. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Greek drama was 
originally entirely performed by choruses. Literary 
tradition says that Thespis, the Greek dramatist, was 
‘nventor of tragedy and the first to write roles for 
the individual actor as distinct from the chorus. 
Thespians fill all the roles in more modern plays. 
Thespian is also an adjective; thus, we can speak 
of ‘thespian ambitions’ and ‘thespian traditions,’ 


for example. 

titanic adj. having great size, strength, or power, 
colossal; of or like the Titans (Greek Mythology 
any of a race of giant deities who are overthrown 
by the Olympian gods) 

Usage: The titanic earthquake of 2001 turned most 
of the towns of Gujarat into debris. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The ocean liner Titanic 
was named for its unmatched size and strength and 
‘ts assumed un-sinkability. But a truly titanic 
iceberg ripped a fatal hole in the great ship on 
maiden voyage in 1912, and more than 1500 people 
perished in the icy waters off New found land. In 
Greek mythology, the original Titans also came to 
a bad end. They belonged to the generation of giant 
creators that produced the younger, stronger, 
cleverer gods, who soon overpowered and replaced 
them. 

Triton noun a being with a human upper body and 
the lower body of a fish; a merman; any of various 
large mollusks with a heavy, conical shell; the 
largest of Neptune‘s eight satellites; any of a family 
(Cymatiidae) of large sea snails with a long, spiral 
shell, often brightly coloured ;the shell 

taeda 
the coming of the eadionl, Se ene 
queen, 

are OF THE WORD: In Greek M 
riton was originally the son of th 
Poseidon/Neptune. A guardian of the fj e 
creatures of the sea, he is Ish 
muscular, and ch usually shown 

’ cerful. Like his father. 


ythology 
Sea god 
and other 
as hearty, 
he often 







Trojan horse noun someone OF § 


Usage: Like a Trojan horse, 


ORIGIN OF THE 


venereal adj. 


ORI 
118, 


carries a trident 
sometimes rides in a chariot drawn by Seahorses 
Blowing on his conch shell, he creates the roar of 
the ocean, As a decorative image, 7rifons are simp 
the male version of mermaids. The handsome 
seashells that bear his name are the very conchs op 
which he blows. Triton has also given his name {g 
the planet Neptune's largest moon. 

omething that works 
from within to defeat or undermine 
she came back to her 


‘n-laws house to avenge UPO” all the misdeeds that 


they had done to her. | 
WORD: After besieging the 


walls of Troy for ten yeats: the Greeks built a huge, 
hollow wooden horse, secretly filled it with armed 
warriors, and presented it to the Trojans as a gift 
for the goddess Athena. The Trojans accepted the 
offering and took the horse inside the city’s walls. 
That night, the armed Greeks swarmed out and 
captured and burned the city. A Trojan horse is 
thus anything that looks innocent but, once 
accepted, has power [0 harm or destroy- for 
example, a computer programme that seems helpful 
but actually works to wipe out data and functions. 
having to do with sexual intercourse 


or diseases transmitted by it 


Usage: In the 19" century, syphilis was one of the 


fatal and venereal diseases that killed some of the 
greatest figures of the time. 


ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Venus was the Roman 


goddess of love, the equivalent of the Greek 
Aphrodite. Since she governed all aspects of human 
sensuality and sexuality, she has given her name to 
the diseases acquired through sexual contact. Most 
of these venereal diseases have been around for 
centuries, but only in this century have doctors 
devised tests to identify them or medicines to cure 
them. Today the official term is sexually transmitted 
disease, or STD; but even this name turns out to 
be ambiguous, since some of these diseases can be 
contracted in other ways as well. 


vulcani 
canize verb to treat crude or synthetic rubber oF 


; l 


Usage: Chi 
age: Charles Goodyear’s discovery of how [0 


ee influenced the course of the Civil Wat. 
cating — made of the new, stronger rubbet 
mses ae Sples Over the Confederate armies. 

e Gr : THE WORD: The Roman god Vulcan 
ce Hephaestuc) WAC IN chaencn af fire and 


(a three-pronged fork) ang | 


| 
| 
| 





the Tu 
yulcaniza 


ne skills that use fire, especially blacksmit 
when Charles Goodyeat accidentally disco 
how 10 yulcanize rubber in 1983, he revolutionized 

rubber industry. He called his Process 
tion because it used fire to heat the rubber 


hing, 
vered 


pefore the addition of sulphur and aie 


zephy 







Antaean adj. 


Argonauts noun 


Argus-eyed adj. 


Bacchanalian adj. 


Calliope noun 


Cornucopia noun 


Cyclopean adj. 


Erotic adj. 


Gorgon noun 


So now you would agree that myths 
Here is a list of useful words for when w 


rnoun a breeze from the west; a gentle breeze 





Meaning 


having the power to renew one 
strength 


gold-seekers; daring adventures 


have n a 
. ‘Never died. In the Stories we retell them several times. 
are indebted to the myths. 


eee . ” 
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Usa ree 
ge: Columbus left Genoa sailing against the 


Zephyrs that continually blew across the 

Mediterranean. 

ane OF THE WORD: The ancient Greek 

his fehl ct, wind Zephyrus and regarded him and 

bringer of one a gods. A zephyr is a kind wind, 

it ms Cc ear skies and beautiful weather, though 
Y occasionally be more than a soft breeze. 








Origin of the Word 


s A 
ntaeus, a wrestler, son of 


Poseidon (Neptune) and Earth, was invinsible 
as long as he was in contact with Mother 
Earth. 


The Argonauts were heroes who sailed with 
Jason on the Argo in quest of the Golden 
Fleece. However, the Argonauts sailed (naut) 
the seas on the Argo, their swift ship; the 
Astronauts are being propelled in a capsule 
toward the astra, stars or outer space. On 
April 12, 1961, the word cosmonaut (cosmos, 
universe + nautes, sailor) became equated 
with astronaut. 


very watchful, keen sighted, all Argus was a mythological monster who had 


observant 


a hundred eyes, some of which always 
remained awake. 


characterized by drunken revels, | Bacchus was a god of wine, and Bacchanalia 


or by ecstatic frenzy 


were feasts or orgies in his honor. 


a series of steam whistles played | Calliope was the Muse of eloquence. Her 


from a keyboard; steam organ 


‘horn of plenty’; inexhaustible 
reserves; symbol of abundance 


huge, massive (applied especially 


to a type of early architecture) 


pertaining to sexual desire 


name, meaning ‘beautiful voice,’ is 
humorously applied to this modern shrill, 
harsh-sounding instrument. 

The infant Zeus was nursed by a goat named 
Amalthea, one of whose horns had the power 
of being filled with whatever the owner of it 
desired. 

The Cyclopes were giants who erected 
structures by piling up huge stones without 
cementing them. 

Eros, Greek name of Cupid, god of love or 


desire. 


The Gorgons were three sisters so ugly that 


an ugly person, 4 petrifying force snyone looking 2 ‘heir faces turned to stone. 


t famous of these sisters, was 
Perseus, who looked at her 
and so avoided her direct 


Medusa, the mos 
killed by the hero 
reflection in a mirror 
gaze. 
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Harpy adj. 


Jovial adj. 







Mentor mou 


Nemesis moun 


Odyssey noun 


Olympian adj. 


Oread noun 


Paean noun 


Phoenix noun 


Hymeneal ad). 


Janus-Faced adj. 


Mercurial adj. 


Myrmidons noun 


Narcissim noun 


Palladium noun 


a grasping, ravenous person 


pertaining to marriage 


two-faced 


joyous; merry; inspiring mirth, 
a teacher or wise counselor; 
invariably applied to athletic 
coaches 


swift, active; having the qualities 
of mercury of quicksilver 


influenced by being born 
under the planet Mercury 


loyal followers; attendants who 
execute orders without questions, 
pity or mercy 


self-love and admiration 


an agent of retribution or 
punishment; relentless pursuer - 


of evildoers; ‘jinx’ 


long voyage; dangerous 
journey 


majestic, awe-inspiring; detached 
and aloof 
nymph of the hills and mountains 


a song of praise, triumph or 
thanks giving 

any person or thing that protects 
or guards against loss or injury, 
safeguard 


a person or thing supposed to have 
died or to have passed into oblivion 


- dryads in trees, naiads in streams, and nereids 
in the sea. | 


From paian, the song of deliverance sung 


The Harpies were flying female MONste, 
that snatched the food of their victims and 
the souls of the dead. 





















Hymen was the god of marriage. 


Janus, god of beginnings and doors. Hig 
statues show him with two heads facing ip 
opposite directions, 


Jovialis, pertaining to Jupiter. Persons boy, 
under the planet Jupiter are supposed to ph. 
joyful. Ancient sculptors and poets ofte, 
represented Jupiter and Zeus as smiling upon 
men. 


Mentor was the friend of Ulysses to whom | 
he latter entrusted the education of his son. 


Mercury, the messenger of the gods, who 
flew with the aid of his winged sandals. 


The Myrmidons were a tribe of Thessalian 
warriors who followed Achilles, their king, 
in the Trojan War. | 


Narcissus was a handsome youth who fell in 
love with his own reflection and was changed 
into the flower of the same name. 


Nemesis, goddess of retribution and 
punishment, the upholder of the moral code, 


Odysseus (Ulysses), hero of Homer’s 


Odyssey, took ten years to get home from the 
Trojan War. During the journey he came 
across many strange adventures and perils. 


Mt. Olympus was the home of the gods. 


Nymphs were beautiful maidens who typified 
the spirit of nature. Oreads lived in mountains, 


by Apollo after his victory over the Python. 


In ancient Greece and Rome, any statue of 
the Greek goddess Pallas Athene (Minerva) 


the legendary statue in Troy on the 
Preservation of which the safety of the'city 
Was supposed: to depend . Her image of 
palladium guarded Troy and Troy ‘could not 
be taken until ‘after. Ulysses had stolen the 
image. - =, 

In Egyptian Mythology Phonix was 4 
fabulous bird living in the Arabian desert for 


a ee en ee ey ee Wh Ey a 
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and then to have risen tee EL 


i Again: « ) | 
symbol of immortality Bain; a S00 or 600 years, 


fire, it rose fresh 
ashes to start 
immortality. 


After being consumed in 
and youthful from its own 
another long life: a symbol of 
protean adj. Inconstant, unstable, fickle irresolute 


Sa Proteus \ 
flighty, irresponsible, unreliable ied 
5 


as ‘the old man of the sea’ who 


purposeless, readily Changing tn change his form and appearance al 
. 6 ‘ 
different in Shape and forms 
saturnine adj. heavy, gloomy, serious : 


.in Astrolog | Sat ; | 
>| OAalu , 
born under the supposed influence } tn (Cronus in Greek) was the father of 


of the planet Schae sdigolah Jupiter, Saturn himself was jovial and his 
morose, or taciturn = period of rule was supposed to be a golden 

age. The feasts celebrating his worship were 
Bay and wild, like our New Year’s Eve, from 
Which fact we get Saturnalia to mean a wild 
time. However, astrology has given Saturnine 
its gloomy aspect, for persons born under the 
influence of the planet Saturn are supposed to 
be morose and sad. 


Stentorian adj. very loud voiced: bellowing Stentor, herald of the Greeks in the Trojan War. 
| He was their human loud speaker before 
microphones and public address systems. 
Stygian adj. inky, gloomy, dark; infernal or 


The River Styx flowed down into the Lower 
World. Spirits Entering Hades had to cross 
it on a ferry piloted by Charon. 


hellish ; dark or gloomy ; inviolable: 
completely binding, as an oath 
swom by the river Styx 


Terpsichorean pertaining to dancing a dancer: now 


The nine Muses presided over the arts. 
adj. & noun only in facetious use 


Terpsichore was the Muse of the dance. 





previous chapter, phrases and sometimes even sentences taken from mythology, phrases whose full meaning 
could not be revealed unless you take a look behind the mythological curtain. Let’s have a look into some of 
such phrases/sentences given below: 


= A sop to Cerberus: making a conciliatory offering to someone who may cause trouble | 
Usage: When you can’t change the things as per your desire, there is no way other than throwing a sop to 
_ Cerberus. , | : 
ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Greek and Roman mythology Cerberus was a three-headed dog that 
guarded the entrance of the Lower World and growled at newcomers. A few of the mythological heroes 
like Hercules. Theseus, ‘and Aeneas wanted to visit the Lower World and return ae ve to get 
by Cerberus. Abripas did it by throwing a drugged honey cake on igperrang Sata pia ae 
EB Between Scylla and Charybdis: to be between two perils or evils, neither o 
without risking the other | 4 Charybdis. 
oe shipwreck aarp ARO ae ae a omens oa personified as 
ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In classical mythology 00" ais ee 
female molten guarding the strait between Italy and Sicily. They preyed upon ves 


Laxeet wutail ad close to the other. 
pass through. If the sail ave one a wide berth they were almost certain to na = atibatoaties 
§ through. e sailors Jk =. ap *hatween the de 
In fact aa caus i Pie to ‘out of the frying pan into the fire,’ or “betwee 


3 


‘7 | « symbolizes 
' Beware the Greeks bearing gifts: something that sy 
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hidden agenda or treachery 


E HANDY 
ORD POWER MAD 
94m W nally alarms me of (being) aware of the Greeks bearing... 


ditio 
.__»« His proposal of working uncon — re 
pons ( F THE PHRASE: The Greeks, unable to capture Troy by storm, resorted to trickery, 


oden horse filled with armed men outside the walls and pretended to sail away. The Troj : 
left a huge W9 " horse into the town and celebrate but their priest Laocén warned them that the j.° 
wanted to drag om these famous words: “‘T fear the Greeks even when they bear gifts.” The Trojans o 
was all a i" Lane made an opening in the walls, and wheeled in the wooden horse, which, tho,,.: 
right on with thet plans, been known as the Trojan Horse, a symbol of treacherous infiltration, 


Greek gift, has ever since , ; ; 
; ; uct must be free not onl 
gw Caesar's wife: applied to public officials whose con u y from actual misdeeg bu 
also from any suspicion of wrongdoing. 
Usage: 1 would better be a guilty of a crime than be accused of ‘Ceasar’s wife’. 


ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: Plutarch tells us how the expression arose. A young nobleman Publius 
Clodius was accused of a religious crime in which Pompeia, the wife of Caesar, was implicated. Caes,, 
divorced Pompeia, but being summoned as a witness against Clodius, said he had nothing to charge him 
with. This looking like a paradox, the accuser asked him why he parted with his wife. Caesar replied, 4 


wish my wife to be not so much as suspected.’ 

w Cannae: annihilation and decimation 
Usage: One should dread to tread the path of Cannae. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In 216 B.C. at Cannae in Apulia, Italy, the Carthaginian general Hannibal 
achieved the classic dream of every military commander. He enveloped, encircled, and destroyed a Roman 
army. A defeat of this type or a total defeat is known as a Cannae. Von Hindenburg achieved a Cannae at 
the expense of the Russians near Tannenberg in 1914, and the Russians retaliated in World War II at 
Stalingrad for one of the decisive battles of that war. 

— Cleaning the Augean stables: to clear up a mess; the phrase can sometimes also be applied to the efforts 
of a reform government to undo the corruption left by its predecessors. 

Usage: Government’s resolution of removing corruption from the bureaucracy is no less than cleaning 
the Augean stables. | 

ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Greek mythology the legendary King Augeas owned twelve white bulls 
sacred to Apollo. Their stables had not been cleaned in thirty years! Hercules was called upon to do the 
work in one day. He diverted the course of a river, made it run though the stables, and reported his mission 
completed. 

— Crossing the rubicon: to take a final, irrevocable step which may have dangerous consequences. 
Usage: Having crossed the rubicon, there is no point his retreating. . 
ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: The Rubicon is a small stream in northern Italy which separated the 
province of which Caesar was the governor from Italy proper. His political rivals at Rome had passed a 
law ordering him to disband his army. Caesar marched to the river and stood at the bank undecided 
whether to cross it and thereby precipitate civil war. Finally, according to Plutarch, ‘casting aside calculation, 
and abandoning himself to what might come, and using the proverb frequently in their mouths who enter 
upon dangerous and bold attempts, ‘The die is cast,’ he dashed across the river,’ Some related expressions 
could be: ‘to take the plunge’, ‘to burn his bridges behind him’. 

‘| Cutting the Gordian knot: to attack a problem directly and solve it boldly 
Usage: The Prime Minister has taken to cut the Gordian knot by deciding to dissolve the cabinet. 
ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: The Greek mythology Gordius, a legendary king of Phrygia in Asia Minot, 
deditated his chariot to Zeus. The pole of the chariot was fastened to the yoke by a thong tied in an 

inextricable knot. The oracle declared that whoever untied the knot would rule ‘all Asia. When Alexander 
passed through Gordium, he did not try to untie the knot by ordinary means but cut it through with his 
as fe, peering Great was ath ne _ a a eg direct solution, | 
° 18S 0 nstan : i : 
faith in the noble paecanctash of saaaiine rag wri others, and has Hitle 


avilii é; S to cynical c . 7 
caviling, carping, censorious, pessimistic, “sbelisving, unbeli ‘ a ne 


eving, and misanthropic 





WORDS FRO 
ra : 7 . 
Lisage- Don t give any heed to his CY Nica] State a 


IN OF THE WORD: The Cyni Ments, 
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genes had so little faith in the honesty 
y a thief who had stolen a sacred bowl, 


sé : . of a tem ] 
he commented, “The big thieves haye Caught a oa Pr, sii 
ef.” 


people of Athens called the Philosophers of this sect Cor: Cynic is related to the word for dog. The 
Draconian: laws, government actions, etc, Which are ty Decause of their snarling manner. 
necessary | measonably severe; going beyond what is right or 
Usage: He criticized the draconian measures taken by the nolice : 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: In 7th cent. B.C. Draco wage en omlling the demonstrators, 
established in 621 B.C. called for the most severe penalt; as an Athentian lawgiver whose code of laws 

written not in ink, but in blood, Syvnonv 
a rigorous, harsh, omiigsbis. wai to draconian could be: severe, stern, rigid, stringent, 
Fabian : the cautious, waiting and dilatory polic 
Usage: Beware of his Fabian ways of taking re 

] X7 ‘ . . 

ORIGIN OF THE Lidia Quintus Fabius Maximus was appointed dictator in 217 B.C. to lead the 
Romans in the WAT against Hannibal. Fabius, also known as Cunctator or the Delayer, harassed Hannibal’s 
army by a cautious strategy of delay and avoidance of direct encounter such as aon 
the same time avoided open conflict and eventually turned the situation in his favour. 
Hedonism: living and behaving in ways that give much pleasure out of ones life; lifestyle based on the 
belief that the most important thing in life is to enjoy oneself. Its synonymous words to hedonism could 
be: epicure, gourmet, gourmand, glutton, bon viant, gastronome, connoisseur, epicurean, sybaritic, 
hedonistic, voluptuous, fastidious, and sensuous 
Usage: Their hedonism will soon lead them to bankruptcy. 
ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Hedonism, from a Greek word meaning sweetness or pleasure, is the name 
of a philosophical doctrine that pleasure is the chief aim of life. The pursuit of pleasure is associated also 
with the followers of Epicurus. Although the philosophy of the Epicureans embraced many other tenets, 
it is identified chiefly with the love of pleasure so that Epicureanism has become a synonym for luxurious 
living. An epicure is a person who is fond of choice food and drink or has delicate tastes. In the same class 
are the sybarites—after the inhabitants of Sybaris in Southern Italy, who were noted for their love of 


y which eventually results in a victory 
venge, 


g off its supplies at 


luxury. 
Labours of Hercules : extremely hard work that calls for superhumanly eftorts 
Usage: I know the lobours of Hercules that you have put in , will bear fruit some day or the other. 


ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Geek mythology Hercules, the son of Zeus and Alcmene, renowned for 
by Apollo to perform twelve labours of extraordinary difficulty. 


lean is a word used to describe superhuman strength. 
ds to Iucullan could be: rich, sumptuous, lavish, 


his strength and courage, was sentenced 
These are superhuman labours and Hercu 
Lucullan: ones luxurious lifestyle. Its synonymous — 
magnificent, elegant, extravagant 4 
— Everybody envies his Jucullan way of aoe a celebrated Roman general of the first century 
RIGIN OF THE WORD: Lucius Licinius Lucu’: | 
, : ; e devoted himself to a carefree 
B.C., was fond of the good things of life. After he retire 
life of luxury, Plutarch tells us that ‘his daily ee 
4 ; * 1 nes, 
with purple coverlets, and plates set with preciou> _ cookery: 
. a : ‘ 
the greatest diversity of dishes and the most elabourate hot; Nabab, pasha or badshah, rajah, tycoon, 
Satrap: 2 person with some power or ‘nfluence; 4 big S10 
Mogul, or a bigwig are used in a similar way 


le soups if ) 
Usage: Don’t try to show as if you were — 118 


d from the wars, h 
ents were ostentatiously extravagant, not only 


d dancers and dramatic recitations, but with 


g WORD POWER MADE HANDY 

OF THE WORD: The viceroys or governors of the provinces of ancient Persia were called 
traps. The ancient Greeks humorously referred to a subordinate official with power and wealth as ‘ 

il A really humorous title is panjandrum, coined by Samuel Foote. A serious word for a governor of 

a province or of conquered land is PINCHES, from the Roman title for that official. | 

Sowing the Dragon’s teeth: doing something that may lead to disastrous result or even to war in the 
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future . 
Usage: This biased treaty between the two countries js nothing but sowing the Dragon's teeth. 


ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Greek mythology Cadmus went in search of his sister, Europa, who had 
been abducted by Zeus. In the course of his wanderings, he killed a dragon and at the advice of Athene 
planted the teeth. A fierce band of warriors arose from the teeth, and again at the advice of Athene. 
Cadmus hurled a stone among them. Each blamed his neighbour with the result that a free-for-all took 
place until almost all of them were killed. (The same episode occurs in the story of Jason.) 

mw Sulk like Achilles in (his) tent: to refuse to participate in an important undertaking because of personal 
grievances —. 
Usage: There is no point sulking like Achilles (in your tent), better move ahead and take charge of your 
family business. 

ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Geek mythology during the siege of Troy, Achilles, the greatest of al] 
the Greek heroes, refused to fight because of a quarrel with his leader Agamemnon who had taken away 
a captive girl awarded to Achilles, Achilles withdrew to his tent and didn’t go out to fight until after the 
death of his friend Patroclus. The phrase means ‘to refuse to participate in an important undertaking 


because of personal grievances’. 
Sword of Damocles: A sense of insecurity and danger; the sword of Damocles has a double meaning 
today: it symbolizes the vanity of human wishes — ‘uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.’ More 
- concretely, it suggests a terrible doom impending 
Usage: The ministerial position in the present time of turmoil is a sword of Damocles for him. 
ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: Damocles, a resident of Syracuse in Sicily, was a companion and flattered 
of Dionysius, the ruler of that city. Growing weary of his constant remarks about a king’s happiness, 
wealth, and power, Dionysius therefore decided to teach him an object lesson. He invited Damocles to a 
magnificent banquet. As Damocles prepared to enjoy the first course, Dionysius asked him to look up. 
Directly above his had, Damocles noticed with horror that an unsheathed sword was hanging suspended 
by a single horse-hair. Needless to say, he lost all interest in the meal. 
The bed of Procrustes / Precrustean bed: any system-—educational or: political in which the individual 
must fit a single type or pattern and conform arbitrarily; loosening of ones identity or individualism 
Usage: Working in this anarchic organization one could well realize what it would be like to be on the bed 
of Procrustes/Procrustean bed. 
ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Greek mythology Procrustes, ‘the Stretcher,’ was a giant of Attica, a 
highwayman and innkeeper who had an Ingenious method of torturing his guests and victims. He insisted 
that each of them must exactly fit the iron bed in his inn. To accomplish this e 
if he was too short or cut his legs to size if he was too tall. 
The burden of Sisyphus: the toilsome ‘unattainable’ goal 
. Usage: By accepting the challenge of smoothing the functions 
have, in fact taken the burden of Sisyphus. 
ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE: In Greek mythology this 
eamers’ efforts to keep up with the rising cost of livin 
King of Corinth, was punished for his misdeeds on i 
€arth 
Hades. He never finished his assignment for no 
| downhill, and he had to start all over again, 


nd, he would stretch a guest 


of this ‘unprofessional’ company, you 


phrase has been used 


to describe the poor wage | 
It’s a never- 


ending task. Sisyphus, mythological 









The public was bound to revolt against this 
“The prison cell was no less than a/an 


He still has the hangover of the yesterday’s 


ES ee tt— 
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delphic augean stable 
cynosure paean apollonian 
draconian bacchanatian thespian 

calypso 





Example: 


gveryone in the college admired his jovig] nture 


This song is a/an _____ to the martyrs of the motherland 


“———————. act of law. 








The tourists enjoyed the of the tribal people 
The nature of the proposal put up by hi 
| y him was b fat 
“Ip her pink dress, she was the und to be rejected by the management . 


—________ in the Party. 


. bachelor party . 
een ae Style of explaining the entire episode 
The brothers solved their dispute in a rather " 





——_______ manner . 
Contextualized Learning of New Words 


Read the sentence and choose the word from the given three options that suits best in the given 
context. The first answer has been entered as an example. 


Example: 

A calliope ts: 

(a) a war weapon (b) a musical instrument (c) a harvesting tool 
Ans: (b) 


A have sword of Damocles hanging over once head‘actually means: 


(a) to be blessed with mighty sword _(b) to await impending danger 
(©) to be an expert in using sword : 
~ The population growth in China and India is : 


(a) Hydra-headed (b) Apollonian (c) Argus-eyed 
A Herculean task is: 
(a) insidious task (b) religious crusade (c) strenuous work 


To hector someone actually means: 

(a) to bully in an unsympathetic way (b) to suppo 
(c) to Oppose in a reckless manner 

If any issue causes cyclopean impact, it is : 


rt in righteous way 


(c) massive 


(a) trivial ea (b) terrifying 

A chimera jg’a/an: (c) obsession 

(a) fancy ope (b) depression 

Rural pleasure and peacefulness is indicated by a/an- (c) sting operation 
(a) Arcadia 2 (b) satrap | 

If you are Very rich, you are a/an: a, (c) Mnemonic 

(a) Croesus (b) Sybarilie 
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98 w_WOR oa 
9 Excessive love towards oneself 1s: a0) Nabeleslons fo) Hedontam 
(a) Nemesis ‘sfortune and disaster is a/an: 
10, A person who always predicts mi fb) Casmandee (c) Pollyanna 
jmera P estilo B: 
ee rds of column A with their synonymous words given in column 
C. 
B 
A 
(i) jovial tragedian 
(ii) protean colossal 
(iii) solecism naCreous 
(iv) thespian frightening opponent 
(v) chimera fluctuating 
(vi) delphic frenzied 
(vii) iridescent terse 
(viii) mercurial convivial 
(ix) titanic a foolish fancy 
(x) | memesis warlike 
(xi) martial lavishly rich 
(xii) laconic epicureanism 
(xiii) bacchanalian unstable 
(xiv) hedonism cacology 
ambiguous 


WR Ww 


a 


- Forseveral agonizing minutes before the helicopter r 






croesus 





Choose the most appropriate mythology and history words from the list given below and complete 


the sentences. 
Achilles’ heel Armageddon Between Scylla and Charybdis 


Freudian slip Hobson’s Choice Pandora’s box 


Midas touch Parkinson’s law Murphy’s law 
Pyrrhic victory 





Example: 
The signers of the Declaration of Independence knew they would be hanged if caught, but they 
nevertheless decided to cross the Rubicon. | 


Few of my investments are doing well, but every one of hers shows a handsome profit. She has the 


I was given I could take the room offered, or none at all. 
Most people hope nuclear war can be avoided, but some are sure is at hand 
The only department in which our team is vulnerable js relief pitching. It is our | 
Despite _________, the clerical staff completed its | 
psnagermen Pp work by 3:30, though they could easily have stretched 
The mayor’s advisers opposed a public hearin 
8, warning that 

later regretted that he had not listened to them. _ ° ane 
Thad a flat tire on the way to work, and when Io 

ened 
only explanation for such a coincidence is . P wakiae found that my spare, too, was flat. The 


In accepting the Oscar, she mad . 
ou.” a a ia made a/an ee ‘Instead of Sayin éé I . . 
you,” she said “ I could have done without all of you,” B  * Could have done it all without 


We won the game but lost our star quarterback for 








, and the mayo! 





the rest of the season; it was a/an _ 


es 
they could either leap or be devoured by the flames, cue, the people trapped in the roof were ___—S 
, 1 





qualities of different domestic an 

ing, The words that specifically bo) 

animal-like traits, even in human bel; 

some Of such words that exclusively 

in our day-to-day conversations, 
IE <<. 


OT, 
apiary noun a place where bees are kept for their 
honey 

risaget An apple orchard is an excellent site for an 
apiary , since the bees keep the apple trees 
productive by pollinating them. 

LOGIC OF THE TERM: The social life in an 
apiary is Strange and marvelous. The queen bee, 
who will become the mother of an entire colony, is 
created by being fed ‘royal jelly’ in her larval stage. 
The tens of thousands of worker bees are under- 
developed females; only a handful of the bees are 
male, and they do no work at all. The workers 
defend the hive by kamikaze (very reckless, 
suicidal, etc.) means, slinging any intruder and 
dying as they do so. 

aquiline adj. relating to eagles; curving like an eagle’s 
beak 

Usage: His aguiline nose gives uniqueness to his 
facial feature. 

LOGIC OF THE TERM: Aqguiline, from the Latin 
word meaning ‘eagle’, is most often used to 
describe a nose that has a broad curve and is slightly 
hooked, like a beak. The word for eagle itself, 
Aquila, has been given to a constellation in the 
northern hemisphere. 

asinine adj. foolish, brainless 

Usage: He’s not so great when he’s sober, but when 
he’s drunk he gets truly asinine. 

LOGIC OF THE TERM: The donkey or ass has 
often been known for its stubborn, willful, and 
‘tupid behaviour lacking in logic, rationality and 
common sense. Asinine behaviour exhibits similar 
Aualities. A person gives idiotic or rude remarks, 
ols aggressive and stupid with general immaturity 
“an be aptly described as asinine. 


te, 


Of anim 
d wild ani 
Ng to the world 
198, become a p 
belong to the worl 


al | 
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OVers and " 
n 





ith the growing interest in the lives 
Sort of vocabulary has come into 
a i, Or aré used to qualify some 
dof an vocabulary. Let us go through 

mals, but still are necessary for us 


als, gq now 


bovine adj. rel 
unemotional 

Usage: He jg 
discases, 


I OGIC OF THE TERM: Bovine comes from the 
Latin word for ‘cow’. The goddess Hera, the wife 
of Zeus, is called ‘cow-eyed,’ and Zeus fairly melts 
when she turns those big bovine eyes on him, But 
Bovine is normally used either technically, when 
discussing cows — ‘bovine diseases,’ ‘bovine 
anatomy,’ and so on — or to describe a human 
personality. However, it can be a rather unkind way 
to describe someone. 

canine adj, relating to dogs or the dog family; doglike 

Usage: Throughout her acting career, her husband’s 
almost canine devotion helped her survive the 
tough criticism that media thrust upon her through 
its yellow journalism. 

LOGIC OF THE TERM: Dogs are not always given 
credit for their independence, but they are prized 
for their talents and their intelligence. 


aling to cows and oxen; placid, dull, 


4 veterinary doctor specialized in bovine 


caper noun & verb a playful leap; a prank or 
mischievous adventure; skip or jump about in a 
gay and playful.manner, gambol 

Usage: It’s high time you gave up your caper and 
got serious with your career building. 

Or, The little kitten capered around in the entire 
house, 

LOGIC OF THE TERM: Caper in Latin means ‘a 
male goat.’ Anyone who has watched a young goat 
frolic in a field or clamber onto the roof of a car 
knows the kind of crazy fun English word caper is 
referring to. A capriole is a backward kick done in 


midair by a trained horse. Capricorn, or ‘horned 
goat,’ is a constellation and one of the signs of the 


zodiac. 
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100 @ WORD POWER MADE HANDY 
n & adj. having to do with horseback 


n who rides horses — 

strian acts, in which riders 
5 atop prancing 
the audiences 








equestrian 70H 
riding; a perso 
tegee: The equé ! 
"performed daring acrobatic feat 
horses, Were greatly appreciated by 
in the parade ground. 


LOGIC OF THE TERM: The word equestrian 


i 3 
comes from equus, Latin for ‘horse. War 
orials often show great commanders in 
these sculptures the man 


ght, but the horse’s stance 
varies. Depending on whether the rider was killed 
in battle or survived, was victorious or defeated, 
the horse stands with four, three, or two hooves on 
the ground. Equestrian statues have been popular 
through the centuries because until this century 
almost every commanding officer was trained in 
equestrian skills and combat. 

feline adj. relating to cats or the cat family; like a cat 

in being sleek, sly, treacherous, or stealthy 

Usage: Everyone was spellbound to see the 
performers moving across the high wire with feline 
erace and agility. 

LOGIC OF THE TERM: Cats have always 
provoked a strong reaction from humans. The 
Egyptians worshiped them and left thousands of 
feline mummies and idols as evidence. In the 
Middle Ages, felines were feared as agents of the 
devil; they were thought to creep around silently at 
night doing evil and caring not at all for anything 
except themselves. (Notice that feline is also a 
noun.) Felines from lions and tigers down to 
domestic cats are smooth, silent, and often sleepy; 

feline independence, feline treachery, and feline 
slyness are other trails that have been observed in 
these mysterious creatures. 


mem 
equestrian Poses. In 
always sits nobly up 


leonine adj. relating to lions; lion like 

Usage: The habitual flinging of her leonine mane in 
public sometimes Jook ridiculous and thus 
laughable. 


| Note: The Latin word for ‘lion’ is Leon, so the 
names Leon, Leo, and Leona all mean ‘lion’ as 
well. A leonine head usually has magnificent hair, 
like ° male lion’s mane, besides, an impression of 
leonine Power or splendor may also be given 







y. & noun like a wolf: ish: ; 
reVenchis ; wolfish; fierce, 


Usape: 
a lupine chorus howling most of the night. 


In villages one can hear the resonant voices 











Note : Lupine is also any of a genus of plants of 

a pea family 7 

LOGIC OF THE TERM: Lupine comes from 
lupus, the Latin word for ‘wolf’ and the Telateg 
adjective /upinus, ‘wolfish.’ Dogs often exhibit 
lupine behaviour, since many of them are descende 1 
from wolves. Lupine groups have a highly 
organized social structure, in which leaders and 
followers are clearly distinguished, and dogs ofte, 
show these Jupine patterns when living in groups, 
Lupine is also a noun, the name of a well-knowy 
flower, which was once thought to drain, or ‘wolf? 
the soil of its nutrients. | 

lycanthropy noun the taking on the form anq 
behaviour of a wolf by means of magic or witchcraft 

Usage: The 1941 film The Wolf Man starred Lon 
Chaney, Jr., as a man cursed with lycanthropy, 

LOGIC OF THE TERM: For centuries a belief in 
lycanthropy has been part of the folk culture of 
lands where wolves exist. The word comes from 
the joining of two Greek roots — /yc, meaning 
‘wolf,’ and anthrop, meaning ‘man.’ The 
lycanthrope preys on humans, especially babies and 
buried corpses, and can even cause /ycanthropy in 
others by biting them. 

ornithologist noun a person who studies birds 

Usage: John James Audubon, the great painter of 
the birds of early America, was also a writing 
ornithologist of great importance. 

LUGiC OF THE TERM: Ornithologist comes from 
two Greek roots, ornith, meaning ‘bird’ and log 
meaning ‘study.’ 









: 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


porcine adj. relating to pigs or swine; pig like 
Usage: After a lifetime of overeating, his shape was 
porcine, unfortunately, his manners were also. 


LOGIC OF THE TERM: Whether deservedly or | 


not, pigs don’t enjoy a very flattering image, and 
they are rarely given credit for their high 
intelligence. While porcine is not as negative a term 
as swinish, it may describe things that are fat, 
greedy, pushy, or generally piggish- but primarily 
fat. Porky pig and Miss piggy are not porcine it 
their behaviour, only in their appearance- that 15, 
pink and pudgy, 

serpentine adj. liké'a snake of serpent in shape 0 
movement; winding 

Usage: The Great Wall of China, the greates! 
construction of all time, wends its serpentine way 


123for 1200 miles. 





nGIC OF THE TERM: A snake Move 
L ving and winding along the ground. R 
a sugh the Pyrenees, the mountains that separate 
in from France, tend to be serpentine, curving 
back and forth upon themselves on the Steep slopes. 
; prpentine has many other meanings as well: it 
can describe a an character or physique, for 
example, and it is also the name for a soft green 
ineral and for party streamers.) 
ji adj. having to do with monkeys or apes; 
monkeylike | 
ysage: In mid-afternoon the pale youth could be seen 
watching the simian antics in the Monkey House 
with strange intensity. 
LOGIC OF THE TERM: The Latin word for ‘ape’ 
«s simia, which itself comes from simus, ‘snub- 
nosed.’ Not only monkeys and apes can be simian, 


S by 
Oads 








WORDS | 
FROM THE WORLD OF ANIMALS i101 
hu i , 
vean baby may Cling to her mother in a simian 
ay; 4 person may have as 
banana; kids May display si 
On the | sf 
. e Jungle Sym, and a grunt may be simian even 
when made by a human. 
vulpine adj, relating to foxes: 
Or crafty; foxy | 
Usage: 
Sage: One glance at the vulpine faces of the two 


bon 
d trades was enough to convince him of their 
true character. 


imian style of eating a 
mian agility as they play 


fox like; sneaky, clever, 


"aon _ TERM: Foxes may have beautiful 
\ ails, but they are almost impossible to 
ep out of the henhouse. No matter how secure 
the Place seems to be, their vulpine craftiness will 
find a way in. People who display the same kind of 


sneaky cleverness, especially in their faces, are also 
called vulpine. | 


PEXERCIsE 





Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 





A 
lupine 
porcine 


(1) 
(il) 
(ii1) 
(iv) 
(v) 
(vi) 
(vil) 


(viii) feline 







bovine 
canine 
simian 
vulpine 





serpentine 







(ix) asinine 

(x) aquiline 
(xi) ornithologist 
(xi1) lycanthropy 
(xill) caper 

(xiv) leonine 

(xv) equestrian 










B 
kingly 

bird expert 
gambol 
cunning 
mental illness 
daft 
horsemanship 






primate 

beaklike 

squalid 

rapacious 

sharp pointed tooth 
_ circuitous 

stolid 

slinky 


124 












sale. The n 


damascened’ means 


a city in central Spain, on the Tagus River). 


antimacassar noun a small cover on the back or arms 
of a chair, sofa, etc. to prevent soiling 

Usage: The colourful antimacassars spread on the 
sofa gave the living room very lively feel. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The harbor of Macassar 
on the island of Celebes is considered one of the 
most beautiful in the world. The English blades 
and dandies of the early 19" centuary used a hair 
lotion which its manufactures advertised as 
containing ingredients from Macassar. However, 
when a well greased head leaned back against the 
elegant Victorian chairs or sofas, the after effects 
were not pretty encouraging. In order to protect 
their furniture from its undesirable effects i.e., 
soiling, the Victorian women began to crochet little 


square coverings, which, because they were used — 


against the ‘Macassar-oiled ringlets’, were called 
antimacassars. 

argosy noun a large ship, especially a merchant ship, 
a fleet of such ships 

Usage: They saw the argosy fast approaching towards 
the harbour. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The picturesque city of 
Dubrovnik on the Dalmation coast was known as 
Ragusa before World War I. As Ragusa, centuries 
earlier, had achieved a fame equal to that of Venice, 
The tall merchant ship of Ragusa was called at first 
a ragusye and later an argosy. Argosy has become 
a poetic word for a stately sailing vessel. 
xP yaa speaks of “argosies with portly sail,’ 

: nnyson, looking into the future, describes 


the ; 
a ships of the air as ‘argosies of magic 


Words from all over the Map 
SS 050(—@(€@('€—0€00———OOO 


Many materials and articles are named after places as 
ame of the town of Cambrai is found in Cambric, 
place name, is more clearly seen as when a type of 
to decorate iron, steel, etc. with wavy markings or with inlaid patterns of 
gold or silver, which comes from Damascus, capital 
city dating to c. 2,000 B.C.) or Toledo (a fine-tempere 
However, whether the name of the place is easy 
to see or not, the meanings of most words coming from p 
given are the selected ones that are a little more unusual. 








sociated with their manufacture or 
and Lille in Lisle. Sometimes the 
steel is called Damascus ( as ‘to 









of Syria, in the SW part: a very ancient 
d sword or sword blade made in Toledo, 






lace names are fairly obvious. Below 





billingsgate noun foul, vulgar, abusive talk 

Usage: So offending was her billingsgates that | 
could hardly spend an hour at my host’s residence. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: The Billingsgate was 
one of the old gates of the city of London. The fish 
market was located here and the references to the 
language used by the fishwives indicate that it was 
rough, coarse, and scurrilous. Therefore, 
billingsgate refers to foul, abusive language. 

canossa noun a place of humiliation or submission 

Usage: With the induction of the new CEO, their 
office assumed the status of nothing better than a 
canossa where having to work itself was 
demeaning. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: To go to Canossa means 
to humiliate oneself. The powerful Holy Roman 
Emperor Henry IV once defied Pope Gregory VII. 
The Pope excommunicated him, and the Emperor's 
supporters began to abandon him. Henry IV then 
made a pilgrimage in January, 1077, to the village 
of Canossa, Italy, where the Pope was then staying. 
For three days the Emperor stood bareheaded and 
barefoot in the snow and did penance until the Pop¢ 
received him. A Canossa is, therefore, a scene Of 
place of humiliation and submission. 


meander (or maeander) noun & verb (plural) 

windings or convolutions, as of a stream; 4 

ornamental pattern of winding or crisscrossing 

lines; an aimless wandering; rambling; to take 4 

winding or tortuous course: said of a stream; t0 

a aimlessly or idly; ramble (Also meandrous, 
j. 


ro. 193.; 










The tourists spent the afternoon 7», 
(tt the streets of the old town, 
ul 


: ulti-starred film meanders 


fandering 


along With loose 


a construction and almost no partiey] 
p 


nGlN OF THE WORD: The Mae 
aiandros in Greek) is a nver in Asia Mino 
=jqce ancien times for its winding Course. Meandey. 
ihe English word formed from its ancient Greek 
name, which means to twist and turn, or to wander 
imlessly. 

yfecea noun any place visited by many people; any 
place that one — to go to; any goal that One is 
seeking to achieve (Also meccan, Adj.) 

sage? Milan is said to be the Mecca of fashion 
designers. 

or, The Oxford Bookstore at the heart of the city has 
hecome a Mecca for writers and artists. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Mecca in Arabia is the 
birthplace of Mohammed, the holy city of the 
Muslims. A ‘Mecca’ is a goal, an object desired by 
many persons. “Hegira’, from an Arabic word 
meaning ‘flight’, is connected with Mecca. It refers 
specifically to the flight made by Mohammed from 
Mecca in 622 A.D., because his opinions were 


unpopular in that city. Thus a hegira is an exodus, 
amass migration. 


ar Story 


ander 
r noted 


sardonic adj. disdainfully or bitterly sneering, ironic, 
or sarcastic; showing a lack of respect in a 








Usagy Way 


Ople including the judge 
WI mi es y the Sarda : “ 
(Ness BAVEe In the COUT roOr ining 


RD: Thi = | 
lO come from the n This word is supposed 


i. a: ‘0 the Romans 
C TaCe Of tte wines. : 
sardonicus) ty an Into a grim laugh (risus 
_ 4 at became fixed at des 
sardonic smile or lat at death, Thus 


gh, therefore, has no joy in it 
but Only scorn and bitterness. JOY 


s€rendipity 
endipity noun a seeming gift for 


soemthing 800d accidentally; luck, or good 


finding 
fortune, 


a Find; 
mnding something good accidentally (Also 
serendipitous, Adj.) 


Usage: The buying of lottery ticket came as 
Serendipity in the Scrap dealer’s life. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD: Serendip is a form of 
the old Arabic name of the island of Ceylon. In a 
letter written on J anuary 28, 1754, Horace Walpole 
tells that he coined the word serendipity from the 
title of a story, ‘The Three Princes of Serendip,’ 
the heroes of which ‘were always making 
discoveries, by accident and Sagacity, of things they 
were not in quest of.’ Hence, serendipity is the 
ability to make lucky finds, the gift or faculty of 


making unexpected and happy discoveries by 
accident. 


. EXERCISE 





Match words of column A with their synonymous words given in column B: 


serendipity 
meander 
sardonic 
canossa 


argosy 
billingsgate 





B 
ramble 
luck 
abusive 


a large ship 
sneering 
humiliation 
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Words for ‘Going’ | 


he other way have got to do something with the 





are words in English which, in some or t 
g to leave, yOu would say, “/ am going’ or “! am 





There 
action of going. 





tion, if you are plannin 








In your normal conversa 
leaving’. | 

In the parking lots or cinema 
drawn underneath to show the 






in want of necessary materials, you wou 
city. 


Let's now take a look at the words that ind 





amble verb walk unhurriedly; go leisurely; saunter 
Usage: Let us quicken our gait. We will not get to 
the post-office in time if we continue to amble. 

concomitant adj. accompanying; concurrent 

Usage: A higher salary is not the only benefit; there 
are concomitant advantages that go with the 
promotion. | 

congregate verb gather into a crowed; assemble 

Usage: Must you always congregate on our lawn? 
Why don’t you meet somewhere else? 


exodus noun going out; mass departure (like that of .- 


the Israelites from Egypt) 


Usage: One of the main reasons for the exodus of ” 


businesses from this locality is the lack of parking 


facilities. ae 
flounder verb struggle awkwardly to move or obtain . 


a footing: proceed clumsily with frequent mistakes 
Usage: Sometimes a math problem stumps me, and - 
I flounder for a while before finding the solution. 
founder verb come to grief; go to the bottom; sink; 

collapse 
Usage: Business after business has gone into 
bankruptcy, and this one may founder, too. 
- ae manner of moving on foot; way of walking 
toa rT any of the various foot movements of a 
Usage; : a trot, pace, canter, or gallop 
_ © Walked with a slow stiff gait. 
INCUrsion verb sudd fs : 
Usage: The ine; en, brief invasion; inroad; raid 
fled without rare was repelled, and the raiders 
eving their objective. 


lo 


halls or in offices OF 
path from where you 


, r of companies formerly located in your cit 
i vent ot < id say their has been an exodus of business from your 


in all the three above mentioned cases, ‘going’ is being talked about in some way or thé other. 


But, particularly, the words used to denote ‘going’ 
icate ‘going’ or ‘movement’. 





buildings, you see ‘Exit’ written with an arrow 
are supposed to leave or get out. 
y choose to relocate themselves, all at once, 











in each of the three cases are different. 






_ itinerary noun route of a journey 


Usage: Denver was the first stop on Our itinerary. 
Then we flew to Seattle. 

labyrinth noun place full of confusing 
interconnecting passageways and blind alleys; maze: 
anything extremely intricate and perplexing 

Usage: It is easy to lose your way in the labyrinth of 
subterranean passageways connecting the buildings. 

meander verb follow a winding intricate course (like 
the Meander River in Asia Minor, now called the: 
Menders); wander aimlessly; ramble 

Usage: The towns are only seventeen miles apart by 
air but thirty-three by water because the river 
meanders. 

obituary noun published notice of death (‘going’), 


| including a short biographical account 
Usage: One of my favourite actresses has just passed 


away. I read her obituary in today’s newspaper. 


: obsolescent adj. going out of use; becoming obsolete 


(outmoded) 
Usage: Why do you call this style obsolescent? It 
certainly is not on the way out. 
peregrination noun travel: journey 
pet indore will you show the colour slides of the 
nous places you visited in your peregrinations 
through Scandinavia?: —— ct 
peripatetic adj. walkin ab 
Wiserace & about-from place to place; 
Usage: ; a 
Pe - prefer a peripatetic instructor, or one 
: ©! move about during the lesson? 


| | id : WORDS f. 5 . - ; | 
jon: degenerate Walked in her, LOR GOING' M105 
ee aqgny improve. Same Make yo Proptes. A (ANsiion Ms Sleepy, 

co Ot * “ pre ee ee, ; | Mn TWenwe : 

‘oa y nesrORresS: —_ One Condition, nn O Period of passing from 
few yn journey Or hunting expedition Phice, op 


ve Wrage. ction | ‘ chan 
> “SPecially “8: Problems fo another, change 
ve 


fav we ALE Sure 
aif Muroys TANSition ro = 


aster Africa: any lengthy, ag 
tion | trhiss noun ctr © the new, 

x > f * Sti On 

ene safari mo’ ed through the tal] gras 


Osage. B testless longi ravel 
At _ 8, hop; Save: Jys ; ‘ longing to trave 
10 cute 


; B | 
- ANd Othe Plannin ; “BYPL. they are already 
Dict ener them © A tip to Japan, Their wanderlust urges 
rr ik aoe _— 
nambulist nown pers 10 Walks in his of her > Verb deviate abruptly fro | 
nen’ sleepwalker SWELVE: Veer PUY trom a straight course; 
5. / | fyg 4 * {’s ys 
sage? Lady Macbeth Was a Sominambulist, she Sage: Whoever does the 


lo 






Ne steering must hold the ship 
Without letting it yaw, 







A Straight COUrse 









qry Your Hands on Using ‘Going’ Words 


Choose the most appropriate ‘going’ words from the 


list given be 


: low and complete the sentences. 
amble founder 
safe art Concomitant obituary 
obsolescent Somnambulig INCUrSion 
itinerary Peregrin ation (s) ; ir egate 
exodus labyrinth os 
wanderlust meander (s) ~~ 
yaw flounder | areas 
Example: 


The pony’s gai’ slowed from a canter to a trot. 























1. One of the main reasons for the of businesses from this locality is the lack of parking facilities. 
2, Why do you call this style * It certainly is not on the way out, 
3, Letus quicken our gait. We will not get to the post office in time if we continue to 
4. Do you prefer a/an instructor, or one who does not move about during the lesson? 
5. Many people improve their bad habits. Some make no progress. A few even , 
6. Lady Macbeth in the famous Shukespeanan tagedy Macbeth , was a/an she walked in her 
sleep. 
7. Business after business has gone INlO bankruptcy, this one may ——_____ [00. 
8. Problems are sure to arise during the ____ from the old administration to ine new, | 
9 A higher salary is not the only benefit. There are ____. advantages that go with wiles 
10. It is easy to bed vour Wa’ _ the of subterranean passageways connecting the buildings. 
ll. The towns are only seventeen miles apart by air but thirty-three by o_ a ms rete ~ 
2. Just back from Egypt, they are already planning a tip f an eee in ies | 
: One of my favourite actresses has just passed alae _— " we lim ” of lions, elephants, and other 
te ——...__ Moved through the tall grass, hoping to catch gimp | 
ee ithout Jetting it 
S Whoever does the steering must hold the ship to ee hee re ng 
; on always | —— on our a aie a while before finding he solution. _— 
" “sh . mes a math problem stumps _— famous places you visited in yO 
, Will vou show the colour slides of the 
7 Vig’? w to Seattle. 
7 ee wae the first StOp On OU - . Then we nes -hieving their objective. 


| witt 
Te “ener. AIS repelled, and the raiders fed ™! 7 


== Guenr - 21 = 
Words for Motion and Speed 














The fast paced lifestyle of the Global era where a single click of mouse is capable of bringing 
about unimaginable changes at incredible speed in man’s life, one thing that has happened for 
sure is the impeccable rise in the words denoting motion and speed. Lets BOAPRE: SUTBEN ag 
with some common words of speed and motion. 








amble verb to walk in a slow and relaxed manner 


Usage: She ambled down the street, stopping 
occasionally to look in the shop windows. 
chase verb to walk/run hurriedly after someone/ 
something in order to catch up with them 
Usage: She futilely chased the man who had snatched 
her bag. 
flood verb to fill or enter a place in large numbers 
and amounts 
Usage: Refugees have been flooding across the 
border since the increase in the militants’ attacks. 
Or, Low cost Chinese bikes have flooded the market. 
{law verb to continue to arrive or be produced 
Usage: Crowds of tourists flowed across the fort all 
day long. 
hobble verb to walk in an awkward manner, usually 
because the feet or legs are hurt / injured 
Usage: Some of the runners could only manage to 
hobble over the finishing line. 
limp verb to walk unevenly and slowly because of 
having an injured or painful leg or foot 
Usage: With three minutes left in the match, Rahul 
Dravid limped off the pitch with a serious ankle 
injury, 
lurch verb to move in an irregular manner, especially 
making sudden movements backwards or forwards 
or from side to side 
U. pel The train lurched forward in a way that some 
Bers standing almost fell over. 


meander verb to wal 


k ° 
direction Slowly without any clear 


Usage: We s 
: pent the afternoon meanderin ar 
ound 
the streets of the old town, ° 


our 
Pour verb to continue to arrive in great numbers 


106? 





SPECIFIC VERBS FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF MOVEMENTS 


Usage: People have been pouring into the World 
Book Fair all seven days. | 

| spilled verb large number or amount of people/things 

coming out of any place (or container) 

Usage: After the blast people spilled out of the wine 

bar onto the street. 

Or, All the vegetables had spilled out of my shopping 
bag. 
Note: ‘To spill the beans’ means to tell people 
some secret information 
Usage: Who spilled the beans about her affair with 
her boss? 
stagger verb to move or walk with a lack of balance 

as if one is going to fall 

Usage: After he was attacked, he managed to stagger 
to the phone and dial 100 for help. 

Or, The company is staggering under 100 million 
rupees debt and will almost certainly collapse by 
the end of the year. 

stamp verb to put a foot down on the ground hard 
and quickly, making a loud noise, often to show 
one’s anger 


Usage: The little boy stamped his foot and refused 
to go to school. 








Or, I wish those people upstairs would stop stamping 
about. 

stream verb (used with prepositions like in/out/ 
through) to move continuously in one direction 


Usage: We were all very excited as we streamed out — 
of our final exam. 
. Red Cross officials estimate that around twenty 
' ousand refugees streamed into the city last week. 
S ri : * ela ~ 
; ide _ (used with prepositions like up/into/ 
foss/out of) to walk quickly with long steps 


o: She strode purposefully up to the 
[sas ss ged to speak to the manager, 
. P exhibitors excite 
he exhibition hall. 


desk and 


dly strode acrOss/into/out 


§ 


ysage? Running along the beach, she stumbled on a 
log and fell on the sand. | 







Note: To stumble across /on / upon something or 
somebody means to discover something by chance, 
or meet someone incidentally 

Usage: Workmen stumbled upon the mosaic while 
digging foundations for a new building, 





tiptoe verb to walk on the tips of one’s toes in order 
to prevent any kind of sound made out of the 
movement 

Usage: He waited until his daughter was asleep, and 
then tiptoed quietly out of the room. 








Note: ‘To tiptoe round/around something or 
somebody’ means to avoid dealing with a difficult 
subject, problem or person 

Usage: Stop tiptoeing round your problems, 


instead confront them and try to come up with their 
solution. 


tramp verb to walk with heavy steps, especially long 
distances 


Usage: They spent a week trampling the streets of 
Rome, looking for movie locations. 


SPECIFIC VERBS TO INDICAT 





WO 
RDS FOR MOTION AND SPEED @ 107 


aMp noy , 
With h " the sound of people all walking together 
“ag eC; The stre 


ets of the curf ‘ | 
With the tramp of army’s flag wer areas echoed 


Went for a tramp through the 


tr 










mp’ as noun al 
AY e 
homeless and O means: (a) a poor 


jobless person who survi 
are urvives on the 
charity Sven by other pe 


Partners ( derogato 


ople (b) a tramp woman 
5 Sex with a lot of different 
ry sense) 
trampl 

‘eat © verb to Step heavily on something or 
" “one, Causing damage or injury 

‘age: Twenty people were trampled to death when 


the theatre collapsed and the crowd rushed to the 
Exit gate. 





trickle verb & noun to move slowly and gradually in 
small numbers; a rather slow flow (of liquid) or 
movement (of people); a very small amount or 
number 


Usage: Gradually people trickled back into the 
Stadium for the second half of the match. 


Or, We usually only get a trickle of customers in the 
shop in the mornings. 

trudge verb to walk slowly with a lot of effort, 
especially over a difficult surface or while carrying 
something heavy 


Usage: The tourists had to trudge through the snow 
to get to. the hilltop. 


Note: ‘Trudge through something’ means ‘to do 
some particular task with effort/difficulty’ 
Usage: I spent the whole weekend trudging 
through this report, and I still haven't finished 
reading it. 








EIVARYING SPEED (FAST/SLOW & UPWARD/DOWNWARD) 





accelerate verb to increase the speed of; to cause to 
develop or progress more quickly 

Usage: The driver accelerated the car to overtake 
the bus, 

bolt verb to move very fast 

Usage: Frightened by the car horn, the horse bolted. 


Note: ‘Make a boli for somewhere’ means ‘to try 
si escape by running towards something’ . 
Usage: The thief tried to make a bolt for the exit. 





Career verb to move fast, almost uncontrollably 


‘age: Our coach careered down a slope and 
“ollided with a bank. 


crawl verb & noun to move slowly or with difficulty 
(of a person) with the body stretched out along the 
ground or on hands and knees 

Usage: The lorry crawled noisily up the hill. 

Or, Traffic moved forward at a crawl (as N). 


Note: ‘To crawl’ also means ‘to try hard to please 

in order to get an advantage’ 

Usage: He crawled to the team leader because 

he wanted a promotion. | 

creep verb to move slowly, quietly “1 carefully, 
usually in order to avoid being notice 

Usage: She turned off the light and crept through 


the door. 
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along at a snail's pace. 





Or, The traffic was creeping 
dart verb to move quickly of suddenly , 
Usage: The child darted behind the sofa and hid. 
dash verb to £0 somewhere quickly | 

Usage: They've been dashing around all day. 

Or, 1 must dash, I've got to be home by seven. 
dawdle verb to do something of 8° somewhere very 
slowly. taking more time than is necessary | 
Usage: ‘Stop dawdling! You'll be late for school’, 
mother said, 
nip verb to go 

for only a short time 
Usage: Let's nip into the café for a bite to eat. 
plummet verb to fall very quickly and suddenly 
Usage: Share market has plummeted in recent 


comewhere quickly or be somewhere 


months. 
Or, The child fell from the top of the slide and 


plummeted to the ground. 

plunge verb to cause someone or something to move 
or fall suddenly and often a long way forward, down 
or into something 

Usage: Our car went out of control and plunged over 
the cliff. 

Or, Our income has plunged dramatically. 

pop verb to move quickly and suddenly, especially 
from an enclosed space — 

Usage: When you open the box, a clown pops out. 

race verb to move or go fast 

Usage: The ambulance raced to a nearby hospital. 








Note: If your heart/mind/pulse races, it works 
extremely fast because of excitement, consumption 
of drugs or illness etc. 

Usage: She was hot and sweaty and had a racing 
heart. 







rocket verb to rise extremely quickly or make 
extremely quick progress towards success 


Usage: House prices in Delhi and NCR are rocketing 
up day-by-day. 

Or, Rani Mukherji rocketed to fame with the films 
Such as ‘Black’, and ‘Bunty Aur Babij’, 


sidle verb to walk toward or away from so 
ie Hot to be noticed 
Sage: She Sidled 
‘hot seen him 


meone, 
past him, Pretending that she had 


Sar y 7 
€rb 10 rise very quickly to a high leve] 





Usage: Throughout the ‘Diwali’ night, fireworks 
soared into the sky. 

Or, House prices have soared a further twenty Der 
cent. 

scamper verb to run or gO hurriedly or quickly 

Usage: The children scampered off into the Park 

scurry verb to move quickly, with small short Step, 

Usage: The mouse scurried across the floor. 


Or, The noise of the explosion sent the civilians 


scurrying back into their homes. 
scuttle verb to MOVE quickly, with small short steps 


especially in order to escape 
Usage: The students scuttled off the college canteen 


as soon as the Dean appeared. 

slump verb to sit or fall heavily and suddenly 

Usage: She slumped into the chair, exhausted, 

Or, Scooter sales have slumped dramatically over 
the past few years. 

speed up verb to move faster, or to make something 
move faster 

Usage: This drug may have the effect of speeding 
up your heart rate. 

Or, The economy shows signs of speeding up. 

Or, I think you need to speed up a bit, we are going 
to be late. 

tear verb to move very quickly 

Usage: He went tearing along the road after the bus. 

totter verb to walk in a shaky way that looks as if 
one is about to fall | 

Usage: She tottered unsteadily down the stairs in 
her high-heeled shoes. 

tumble verb to fall quickly and without control 

Usage: l lost my footing and tumbled down the stairs. 

Or, At any moment the whole building could tumble 
down. co 

whiz verb to move or do something very fast 

Usage: We whizzed through the rehearsal, so that 
we could finish it by lunchtime. 


Or, Time just whizzes past when you are enjoying 
yourself, 


zip verb to move or 80 somewhere very quickly 
Usage: I’m just going to zip along to the shops and 
get some eatables. - 


Or, We were abou : . 
{ to cross the road a caf 
suddenly zipped past. ad when 
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what does euch “ “ue lowing Words Mean? 
y exercise, and ent ' Mean? @ 
foal of this exercise, enter them AS done j Choose your answe 
Five | N CXample Blvon “nd from the body words at the 
descend Cen : 
dodder hurile totter 
hasten lurch plod 
Careen rush 
gyample: scamper Stroll 
1, wht, ————_. _ 
- dawdle 
2, bolt ————___ 
ee eee 
3, amble ———__. : tumble 
career ——______ . trudge ns 
: fotet | —— 10. hobble er 
6. "Oe, 11. Stagger ns 
12. plunge o_o 
o ee 
The italicized words of movement and Spe 


each of them with the correct ones: 


Example: 


The tramp strutted wearily from one place to another 
The tramp trudged wearily from one place to another. 


Harsh’s business careered on for a few years and then finally collapsed. 

We chased round the town, window-shopping to our heart’s content. 

Those high heeled shoes made the model amble on the ramp, 

They meandered through the rehearsal hall, so that we could finish it soon. 

The lorry plunged noisily up the hill. 

I think you need to creep up a bit, we are going to be late. 

All the contents had tramped out of my shopping bag. 

The boys tottered around the girls to get their attention. 

He went dawdling along the road after the bus as there wasn’t any bus after that last one. 
The mother trudged across the bedroom, doing her best not to wake the baby. 


Choose the best suited verb for motion and speed and fill up the blanks: 
Example: 


When our car suddenly swerved to avoid hitting the dog, it careered out of control and dashed with 
the electric post. 





When the child saw the fierce bull, he.......1100 into the house. saad 

(a) careered “(b) bolted (c) darted 

Rita ig just going to............06- to the post office to post these letters. chee 

(a) pop SO (b) scurry (c) totter (d) plung 

If ; | 40 ext and be late for office. 

Omen et ceeseeceanee! , ae oo the bus (c) accelerate © oS en , 

‘fj atc | 

When she switched the bathroom light om she was en = 
* . , eG. . be} 

0) r Sewer wees rane away ee pip ( c) accelerating (d) nipping 
ikita’s spirits oo... when she learnt that she had pope i (d) soared 

(@) scuttled (b) plunged 
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CHAPTER —- 22 
words for Difficulties, Dilemmas & Hitches 









: ives ha ne up abruptly. Ang 
nts in the world and in our lives have go 
snag mas, problems, hitches, & tensions, The | 


assing day is in sync with the pace 









, the technological adva 
a case with difficulties, pressures, dilem 


pace with which our difficulties are increasing with every P 
i : ing further. 

ith which our world |S advancing a | 
™ erson, in today’s scenario, meets you and says, | am absolutely mine piesa hve 
any weuble in life: and | don’t have anything to complain about, you Ww y figure | 


yu! the person is lying. | 
reaeatete and ales have them, and there are So many Ways in 


find yourself in trouble, that t becomes very necessary to specifically know the 


which you may 3 : 7 
different words that should be used when subjected to different india of ae 
Let us observe a few of such varieties that we come across In OUT daily lives. 


alternatives; any situation in which one must choose 
between unpleasant alternatives; any serious 
problem; a situation in which a difficult choice has 
to be made between two different things e.g. a moral 
or ethical dilemma 

Usage: She faces the dilemma of disobeying her 
father or losing the man she loves. 

gliich noun a mishap, error, malfunctioning, a small 
problem or fault that prevents something from being 
successful or working as well as it should 

Usage: The system has been plagued with glitches 
ever since its launch. 

Usage: This is too arduous a work to be completed Erueling ays ay ae exhausting, anything 

demanding great effort and determination (Also 


in the stipulated period of time. harsh treatment or punishment, N) 
complex adj. not simple; involved or complicated 












so much of variety in 


abstruse adj. hard to understand; deep; recondite 

Usage: This is an abstruse philosophical essay. 

adversity noun a state of wretchedness or misfortune, 
poverty and trouble 

Usage: The road to happiness is paved with 
adversities. 

affliction noun anything causing pain or distress; 
calamity; or something that makes one suffer 

Jsage: Malnutrition is one of the common afflictions 
of the poor. 

arduous adj. difficult to do; labourious; onerous; 
using much energy; strenuous steep; hard to climb 


Usage: Junior doctors often have to work elin 
Usage: It’s a very complex issue to which there is 100-hour week — 


no straightforward ar . 
O straigh answer Or, He eventually won the match after Rive grueling 


Or, The film’s plot was so complex that I couldn’t sets. 


follow it, 
hardship noun hard circumstances of life: a thing 


hard to bear; specific cause of discomfort oF 
suffering, as poverty, pain, etc. 


Usage: The 1930s was a time of high unemployment 


convoluted adj. extremely involved; intricate; 
complicated 


Usage: yy; 
6€: His grammar explanations are terribly 


Or, Hi : and economic hardship j : 
ding new book is full of long convoluted Kingdom hip in much of the United 
NACes. 
dilemma hassle noun any situati . 
itati on 
Winnie an argument necessitating a choice Usage: | y causing difficulty or trouble 
| equally unfavourable or disagreeable * 4t was such a hassle trying to get my bank 


account opened that I nearly gave up. 


I 













j NO | , « ‘ | 
Rich’ as verb also Means ‘to ger a free 


ail someone else's vehicle ag q way of 

jp In 3E 

rid? i? 
(ling ’ ‘: 

oof We hitched a lift to Gureaon from aq 


ing ca" 


ot 


sai ment noun hindrance, obstacle, obstruction, 
imp ‘er, block, OF something that makes progress 
’ . : ? 
jvement, OF completing something difficult or 

m 







mpossible . 

rage Ina number 7 aii ae & Countries, war has 

- an additional impediment to progress, 

.qsulferable adj. not sulterable; intolerable: 
ynbearable; very annoying , unpleasant or 
uncomfortable, and therefore extremely difficult to 
bear 

(sage? The DTC (Delhi Transportation Corporation) 
buses are insufferable in the scorching heat of May 
and June. 

abstacle noun anything that gets in the way, or 
hinders; impediment; obstruction; hindrance 

Usage: The biggest obstacle in our way was a tree 
trunk in the road. 

Or, This decision has removed the last obstacle in 
the hostages” release. 

obstructive adj. obstructing or tending to obstruct; 
impeding, meddlesome, opposing, unfavourable; 
trying to stop someone from doing something by 
causing problems for them 

Usage: We would had made a decision by now if 
Amit hadn’t been so obstructive. | 

rdeal noun any difficult, painful, or trying 
Xperience; severe trial 

Usage: The hostages’ ordeal came to an end when 
- ‘my security officers stormed the building. 
ee he an unsuspected difficulty, danger, OF 

tone may fall into 

“ge: The store fell into one of the major pitfalls 


ow business, borrowing from suppliers by 
wing bills late, 









Or, There is g Video 
Pitfalls o Avoid. 


that tells new students about 


Sethnek Noun a rey 
PPogress: pel 
Usage; 


a €rsal, check, or interruption in 
APSC; Upset 


There has been a 
'N Our plans, 
MAL NOUN & yerh 
difficulty, ete, 
Usage: We don’t 
Negotiations. 
Or, Fin 
the p 


Slight/temporary sethack 
an Unexpected or hidden obstacle, 
anticipate any Snag in /with the 


anci 
neha problems have snagged the project for 
ast six months, 


SUT adj. difficult to d 


0 or deal with; excessively 
ormal, constrained, 


i" or awkward; not easy, natural, 
graceful: resolute, stubborn, or uncompromising, 
aS a person, a fight, etc, 


Usage: The new Boss is very stiff in whichever stand 
he takes, 

stumbling block noun an obstacle, hindrance, or 
difficulty standing in the way of progress or 
understanding: something which prevents action 
or agreement 

Usage: Lack of willingness to compromise on both 
sides is the major stumbling block to reaching any 
settlement. 

tough adj. very difficult; toilsome; vigorous or 
violent (a tough fight, Collog.) unfavourable; hard 
to convince or influence; stubborn 


Usage: They have had an exceptionally tough life in 
the refugee camps. 

Or, The company is going through a tough time at 
the moment. 

traumatic adj. causing severe emotional shock 

Usage: Some of the most disturbed children had 
witnessed really traumatic things, such as rape and 
murder. . 

tribulation noun great misery or distress, as from 
oppression; deep sorrow, something that causes 
suffering or distress; affliction; trial 


Usage: He has survived several trials and tribulations 


in his life. 
| n’s 
wayward adj. perso 
selfish and difficult to control 
g: His parents are very worried about his 


behaviour that is changeable, 


Usag i 
wayward style of living. 
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and hitches given in column A with 


of difficulties, dilemmas 






colloquial expressions 
‘ven in colum B 





A. Match the 
suitable situation g! 





B 
to be busy in some extremely hard work 



















A 

. ae id to be stuck up ina difficult situation 

| a acenged / got into him? an absurd situation 

(ii) What's e to work in a hard situation 

O i nn you? an undesirable situation 

* To slog (my guts out) to a out a the aintaNEy 

(vii) To grind/to flog/to graft myself to death to be in a dicey situation — 
(viii) To be in a fix / spot/hole to have overcome an adverse sauevens | 
(ix) To be up against something / up to to be trapped in some unpleasant situation 

someone’s neck 

(x) Tobeina sticky/tricky (situation) What’s your problem? 

(xi) To be off the hook to come out of an unpleasant situation 
(xii) To be in the clear to be vexed by something or someone 

to toil restlessly 






(xiii) To be out of the wood (s) 





m with single word: 


B. Read carefully the sentences given below and substitute each of the 


Example : 
A speech that is very difficult to follow because the line of argument is very complex. convoluted 


An exhausting expedition to the Mt. Everest. 
A book that deals with very difficult ideas without simplifying them. 


An accident that affects the victim psychologically. 
A child who is very disobedient and self-willed 
A situation of making a choice between a diamond ring or a diamond pendaitt. 


Pain that is almost impossible to put up with. 
A student who deliberately makes it hard for his teacher to continue with the lesson 


An intricate theory. 
A shocking childhood experience. 


OPN DAR ww uO 


135 





| 


1 of crime and punishment stre 


wn in 
newspaper that get stuck into 
could be ‘poaching’, ‘extradition’ 
crime and punishment. 


"af the 
| world of 


. ame of crime, aids ul its commussion or helps 
ge perpetrator to escape; accomplice 

seqget ThE alleged burglars have been apprehended, 
* ? the woman whose van they had borrowed to 
<ansport theif loot is being held as an accessory, 
sspital adj. (literally, having to do with the head) 
iqvolving or punishable by the death penalty 
rsage: For plotting against the throne, a capital 
offense, the convicted traitors paid with their heads, 
charlatan noun person who fraudulently claims to 
have expert Skill or knowledge; fake; quack: 
impostor 

sage: Anyone who practices medicine without ever 
having attended medical school is obviously a 
charlatan. - 

contraband noun goods illegally imported or 
exported; smuggled merchandise 

(sage: The tenant in whose apartment the smuggled 
goods were found faces charges of possession of 
contraband. 

‘ulpability noun quality or state of being culpable 
(ceserving blame or censure); blameworthiness 

“sage: The injured passenger is suing the bus 
“ompany for criminal negligence, but it has denied 
culpability, 


“ubezzlement nou 
tic, 


> 


n stealing of money, securities, 
_* “hltusted to one’s care 
age: If the reas 
* OWN Use, he 
“tulpate verb 
a itless; exo 
‘Wo,. - 
tie defense attorney has called a witness 
Xtras ~timony he hopes will exculpate his client. 


ty 1" noun surrender of an alleged criminal 
Seti “f Country to the jurisdiction of another 


urer has diverted pension funds to 
has committed embezzlement. 


free from blame or fault; prove 
nerate 


your Mind 
or Subpo 


— Come across se 
¥ to cramp it for the 


ena’. Gj 
Na’. Given below are 


veral words from the 
ed by the ‘crime beat’ 
rest of the day. Such 
some words from the 


Usage: Now that th 
Nepal, India is as 
but he has decide 

felony nouy 
or burgla 


e fugitive has been arrested in 

King for his return to face trial, 

d to fight extradition. 

Major crime, such as murder, rape, arson, 

eas ty, for Which the penalty ranges from 

' cutlon to imprisonment of more than a year 
Sage: The Person accused of the stabbing will be 
Charged with a felony. 


Incarceration noun imprisonment: 
confinement 


jailing; 

Usag e: Many who oppose the building of more prison 
sincerely believe that incarceration fails to 
rehabilitate the criminal. 

inculpate verb incriminate; make appear guilty 

Usage: A verdict of guilty seems likely; most of the 
evidence tends to inculpate the defendant. 

larceny noun unlawful taking away of another’s 
property, with intent to defraud the owner: theft 

Usage: The shoplifter was arrested and is being 
prosecuted for larceny. 

penal adj. involving punishment; having to do with 
penalties or correctional institutions 

Usage: Some of the industrial pollution tolerated in 
the past is now a penal offense. 

plagiarism noun act of plagiarizing (stealing the 
writing of another and passing it off as one’s own) 

Usage: Pamela Noonan is filing charges of 
plagiarism against the writer who took several 
pages from her book and reprinted them as his 
own work. 

poacher noun one who poaches ( 
illegally) ort 

e: A farmer rep 
“porting on his property. 


r. 
for the poache lly, ‘one who falls back’) person 


«as tot noun (litera . 
I teadel cy to relapse: chronic offender; 
wil 


habitual criminal 


hunts or fishes 


ed that someone has been 
The authorities are looking 


rp POWER MADE HAND 


idivist, who time and againhas =: Usage: Subpoenas were issued tO severg] 








Usage should a7 f pposedly bein 
sed into crime alter SUPP 8 government employees. . . 

“pabilitated be again given parole? a Or, They were subpoenaed to testify before the judge | 
: pena noun & verb a written legal order directing vandal noun person who maliciously effaces, spoils | 
su a to appear in court to give testimony, show or destroys public or private property | 
specified records, etc. to summon with such an Usage: The vandals who broke into the museum 
order; to order that (specified records, documents, overnight defaced the walls with graffiti ang | 
etc.) be brought to a court damaged priceless works of art. | 






. The tenant in whose apartment the smu 








EXERCISE 


Try Hands on Using ‘Crime & Punishment’ Words 


Choose the most appropriate crime and punishment words from th 
the sentences. 


e list given below and complete 





accessory embezzlement inculpate venue poacher 

capital exculpate aaa recidivist (S) subp ‘aa (noun) 
charlatan extradition contraband felony Satna 
vandal subpoena (verb) = 
misdemeanor 


culpability incarceration 


Example: 
the accused. 


A friend of the victim was subpoenaed as a witness by lawyers representing 
A verdict of guilty seems likely; most of the evidence tends to ——— the defendant. 
Claiming her client cannot get a fair trial in this district, the lawyer 1s asking for a change of nt | 
Many people who oppose the building of more prisons sincerely believe that fails to rehabilitate 
the criminal. 

A resident rep 











orted that someone has been hunting on his property. The authorities are looking for the 





The injured passenger is going to sue the bus company for criminal negligence, but it has denied 


Armed robbery is not a/an - it is a grave crime. | 
Now that Abu Salem has been arrested in Portugal, India is asking for his return to face trial, but he has : 
decided not to fight 
The person accused of stabbing the senior citizen 
with a/an ! 

The shoplifter was arrested and is being prosecuted for 
Should a/an _ who time and again has lapsed in crime after supposedly being rehabilitated, be | 
again given parole? | 
The notorious broke into the museum overnight and defaced the walls with graffiti besides | 
damaging the priceless works of art. | 
For plotting against the throne, a/an 
Medieval era. 








living all by herself in her apartment, will be charged 














| 
offense, the convicted traitors paid with their heads in the 





. The alleged burglars have been apprehended, and the resident’s van they had stolen to transport te 


loot is being held as a/an 





The original author backed by her publishers is filing charges of ______ against Kavya Vishvanathan 
who took several pages from her book and reprinted them as her own work. 


’ ns defense lawyer has called a witness whose testimony he hopes will ______ his client 
- Though several of Dr. Sharma’s patients have come to his defense, the record shows he never attended 


medical school and left high school without earning a diploma. He is evidently a/an 
ea ee has diverted pension funds to his own use, he has committed ______ 
ome of the industrial pollution tolerated in the past would be regarded as a/an | offense today 


ggled goods were found faces charges of possession of _—— 


The person who wi 
witnessed the crime has been served with a/an ________ directing her to appear in cou 


to give testimony. 
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all social beings. Neither 
society or for that matter, 










we are 


rf 


interac | 
| Fs a prerequisite to know his or her ch 


ig likes and dislikes; have consideration 
; ‘read’ 2 person like a book and define 
now to express your observations. Ther 
what are different traits, qualities and pr 


person. 






struistic adj. concerned for the welfare of others; 
unselfish 

sage: 10 this dog-eat-dog world, where almost 
everyone is out for personal gain, it is heartening to 
meet an altruistic person. 

piased adj. prejudiced; unduly or unfairly influenced 
sage; Since Wasim is your best friend; I would 
expect him to be biased in your favour when you 
are involved in controversy with others. 

captious adj. quick to find fault, especially over petty 
matters; carping 

Usage: You are always looking for something to 
criticize. Must you be so captious? 

conscientious adj. governed by, or made or done 
according to, what one knows is right; scrupulous; 
honest; showing care and precision; painstaking 
Usage: My father was a very conscientious man, he 
hever took time off work unless he was really sick. 

contrite adj. sorrowful for a misdeed that one has 
committed; deeply repentant 

Usage: Donald at first had no regret for what he had 
done, but later he became contrite. 

‘iffident adj, lacking confidence; timid; shy 

Usage: Your ability should give you confidence in 

Ourself. You have no reason to feel diffident. 
Sdainful adj. feeling or expressing disdain; scornful 


a “4 
. aloof > Scornful, contemptuous, supercilious, 
Missive 


Sdpp. yn 
Everyone hates the new boss because of his 


. , ful attitude towards his subordinates. 
§ cas ee 4 
ve adj. expressing excessive emotion 1 an 





you Nor anyo 


y 
the entire h 
t with and befriend others, In ordey toe 


N@ alsa ....---—— 
ene “AN Stay in isolation o. 
race « 0. j 
tablish a relation es" 
aracter, T 
kno . | 

“NS Strengths and “ @ Person; have ideas about | 

his char 

Gfore, 


Qpertie 
ret us have 4 look at Some of such words that t 


tis of param 
S Possesseaq 
hrow some |i 






ie 


lation. . 


Weaknesses. of Say an ‘aptitude’ | 
be of no avail unless you know 
Ount importance that you know 
by human beings, in general. | 
ght on the Personality in toto, of a 


acter would 





unrestrained manner; too demo 
who Elves an exaggerated expre 
Praise Or gratitude 


nstrative; anyone 
ssion of pleasure, 


Usage: She always gives us an effusive welcome. 

excitable adj. easily excited by things; sensitive, 
high-strung, neurotic, easily excited, peevish, 
irritable, edgy, impatient, intolerant. moody or 
touchy 


Usage: He has been very excitable since childhood: 
he needs to calm down a bit. 

garrulous adj. one who talks too much, especially 
about unimportant things; talkative, loquacious or 
chattering 

Usage: Sana is so garrulous that it is impossible to 
get any work done in her presence. 

gregarious adj. seeking or enjoying the company of 
others; sociable 

Usage: At lunch, Vijay usually sits with frends, but 
Anu keeps to herself; she is not gregarious. 

gullible adj. easily deceived or tricked; credulous 

Usage: Don’t be gullible. Why must you believe 
everything you hear? _ 

haughty adj. having or showing great pride i anne 
and disdain, contempt, or scorn for others; proud; 
arrogant; supercilious | 

Usage: She has a rather haughty manner. 


impassive adj, feeling ot revealing no emouion; calm, 
impé 


unmoved 
Usage: Throw 

no emotion; | 
impetuous ad}. acting 

rash, impulsive 


ghout the trial, the defendant showed 


he was impassive. | 
suddenly without forethought, 
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Usage: I was too hasty in resigning. lL acted on 
impulse. Tt is no good to be impetuous. 
impulsive adj. impelling; driving forward ; acting 
or likely to act on impulse such as ‘an fmpulsive 
person’ { produced by or resulting from a sudden 
impulse such as ‘an tmpulstve remark’ 
Usage: Don't be so impulsive, think before you act | 
indolent adj. inclined to avoid work; lazy; idle 
Usage: Ruchi has finished her report, but 1 haven't 
even begun to work on mince, You know 
indolent | am. 
intrepid adj. not afraid: bold; dauntless 


Usage: Fear of the unknown did not deter our 


intrepid astronauts from undertaking their daring 
mission. 


how 


irrational adj. not rational (capable of reasoning): 
illogical; absurd: senseless 


Usage: Anyone who makes a decision that defies 
reason 1s irrational. 

obsequieus adj, much too attentive (to a superior); 
excessively submissive; servile; fawning 

Usage: If one has to be obsequiaus to get ahead in 
this firm, ] will quit now. It revolts me to have to be 
overly subservient. 

obstinate adj. unreasonably determined to have one’s 
own way: not yielding to reason or plea; stubborn; 
dogged: mulish ; resisting remedy or treatment such 
as ‘an obstinate fever’ ; not easily subdued, ended, 
etc. 

Usage: He can be very obstinate at times. 

Or, Invading troops met with obstinate resistance by 
euerilla forces. 

obstreperous adj. excessively noisy: boisterous; ° 
unruly 

Usage: They yell, they shout, they make so much 
noise! Ranish and J find them obstreperous. 


opinionated adj. holding obstinately to one’s own 
opinion 


A. ‘Try Hands on Using ‘Character & Personality’ Words 


Use each of the following charac 
sentences below, 













altruistic 


| gregarious 
parsimonious biased 
Irrational Sanguine 
impassive equi 
paisve obsequious 
contrite j | 
; Supercil; ne 
rcilio 
ty a diffident 
; I on a bd « ° 
ed vindictive 


fer and personality words 


Usage: It is futile to discuss anything with . 
opinionated person who clings stubbornly to fix, 4 
ViCWS. 

parsimonious adj. extremely frugal; miserly; stingy 

Usapes Your well-to-do friend is @ parsimonio,, 
iver: he contributed a dime. 

pushy adj. annoyingly aggressive and persisteny. 
someone who always selfishly keeps: promoting 
one’s own position or interests 

Usage: She is so pushy. it's typical of her to demang 
an interview for the new job. 

sanguine adj. confidently optimistic: hopeful | 

Usage: Before the test, you looked sanguing 
Evidently, you were sure you would do well. 

skeptical adj. disbelieving: doubting; not Easily 

convinced . . 

Usage: My father was skeptical when | said I had 
got a Rs. 5000 raise, until I showed him my 
paycheck. | 

supercilious adj. showing haughty contempt: 
disdainful: full of pride and scorn 

Usage: Neha considers herself superior and will have 
nothing to do with ordinary people like you and 
me. but her sister is not supercilious. 

taciturn adj. almost always silent; not liking to talk: 
uncommunicative ; someone who is reserved or says 
very little 

Usage: | thought he was rather factturn when | first 
met him. He hardly spoke. 


unscrupulous adj. someone who lacks in moral 
principles and is prepared to do bad things to any 


extent; not scrupulous; not restrained by ideas of | 


right and wrong; unprincipled 


Usage: He is quite an unscrupulous character: | need 
to be very careful when in his company. 


vindictive adj. inclined to seek vengeance: — 


unforgiving; spiteful 


Usage: 1 am not vindictive. | do not seek revenge. 


EXERCISE 





intrepid 
2ullible 
captions 
skeptical 
obstreperous 
indolent 
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no more than once in completing the 





[i 


~» ww 


> 


“> 


bel 
oO 


_ Since Wasim is your best friend, I would expect her to be 


Your well-to-do friend is a/an 


_ Neha considers herself superio 





My father was when I said I had E0t a raise o 


‘tbe > Wh Rs, fi 
pon’ t be » Way Must you believe ey exythi lve thousand, until 1 showed him ornemed 
Before the test, you looked Evidently ng you hear? 

» YOu w 


Adow eck ieee ere sure, you would do well. 





J am not 
too hasty in resigning. I : 
me eos : = Sh acted! on Impulse, However now | reali _ 
Your ability should give you confidence in yourself. ‘You h ealize that it is not good to be 
; ave no 
They yell, they shout and they make so much sale dhadtiasael reason to feel 
Fear of the unknown did not deter our sh and I find them 











astronauts from undertaki ee 
* erta . e 
Anyone who makes a decision that defies reason is ae oy ene nee 





in your favour when you are involved 





in controversy with others. 
Ramnik at first had no regret for what he had done, but later he became 








Ruchi has finished his report, but I haven’t even begun to work on mine. You know how _lam 


If one has to be _______ to get ahead in this firm, I will quit now. It revolts me to be overly subservient. 
person who clings stubbornly to fixed views. 





It is futile to discuss anything with a/an 
Through the trial, the defendant was —___ ; he showed no emotion. 


At lunch, Vijay usually sits with friends, but Anu keeps to herself; she is not 
? 








You are always looking for-something to criticize. Must you be so 
giver; he contributed a dime. 


r and will have nothing to do with ordinary people like you and me but 


her sister is not 
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Words from Different Parts of 
the Human Body 





ee 


daily vocabulary. 


phrases from the names of our own body. 
So, let us have a look at some of such word 










carpal adj. having to do with the carpus (wrist) or 
bones of the wrist 

Usage: Strenuous or repeated use of the wrist, as in 
racquetball or typing, may cause carpal tunnel 
syndrome, a painful condition. 

cerebral adj. having to do with the cerebrum (brain); 
intellectual 

Usage: Sealing envelopes is not a brainy job; it 
requires little cerebral effort. 

cervical adj. pertaining to a cervix (neck) 

Usage: It is too bad that she hurt her neck again 
because she has not fully recovered from a previous 
cervical injury. 

corporal adj. having to do with or inflicted on the 
body; bodily 

Usage: Corporal punishment can cause serious 
bodily injury. 
digital adj. involving a finger or fingers 
Usage: Use light digital pressure on the keyboard. 
digital adj. involving digits (the numbers one through 
nine and the zero) 
Usage: A digital watch is a timepiece with no clock 
face or hands just numbers. 
eviscerate verb remove the viscera (entrails, 
intestines, guts) from; disembowel, gut 


With the advancement in the sphere of medicinal exce 
to different parts of the morphology & anatomy of our body have taken a 


= This machine has to be operated manually. 


= He suffered severe cervical injuries | 


= What stops you from putting in some cerebral effort ? 


We come across several such sentences in our normal da 


s that we do or may encounter in our lives. 
















lence, the words derived from or pertaining 
distinct place in our 


n the road accident. 


y-to-day life that involve words or 


Usage: The butcher has already removed the entrails, 

cenufleet verb bend the knee, as in reverence or 

| worship; kneel 

(sage: If he had seen some of the other worshipers 
genuflect; he might have bent his knee, too. 


eustatery adj. having to do with the sense of taste — 


or tasting 

Usage: Lalit can recognize a brand of coffee by its 
taste, but my gustatory sense is not so keen. 

guttural adj. produced in the throat; harsh; rasping; 
throaty 

Usage: He made a guttural sound, as if he were 
clearing his throat. 

labial adj. involving the lips; pronounced with the 
help of one or both lips 

Usage: B and P are labial sounds; M, too, is made 
with the lips. 

lachrvmose adj. given to shedding or causing teats: 
tearful; mournful 

Usage: The child’s lachrymose plea moved his 


parents to permit him to watch TV for an additional 


thirty minutes. 


linguat adj. having to do with the tongue, languag®: 


or languages; pronounced with the aid of the tongue 
Usage: L and R are lingual sounds; they are made 
with the tongue. 


ye 





ma 
worked by hand 


sage’ Do you have manual dexterity? lam clums 
with my hands. “Y 
olfactory adj. concerned with the sense of sme 
sage’ Dogs have a superior sense of smell. Our own 
glfactory powers are relatively limited. 
plantar adj. having to do with the sole of the foot 
risage: A plantar wart occurs on the sole of the foot. 
-one adj. lying face downward 
risage: When 1 tire of sleeping on my back, I rol] 
over to aprone position. 
prone adj. having a bent or inclination; predisposed 
usage: Mobs are prone to violence. 
pulmonary adj. having to do with the lungs 
Usage: The pulmonary artery carries blood into the 
lungs. 
sanguinary adj. bloody; having to do with 
bloodshed; bloodthirsty 
Usage: A great deal of blood was spilled. It was a 
sanguinary conflict. 
spleen noun malice, anger; bad temper (as ‘the spleen 
was once regarded as the seat of many emotions’ .) 
Usage: After being called out the enraged batsman 
vented his spleen on the umpire. 









Note: ‘Spleen’ as noun, is in fact a ductless organ, 
near the stomach, containing many blood vessels 





Try Hands on using ‘Human Body’ Words 


| | DIFFE 
qual adj. Having to do with a hand or the hands: RENT PARTS OF THE HUMAN BODY Ii 119 


Usage: The sple, 
. pleen destro worn- 
out red blood cells, ys and replaces 


sube Re ee: 
iennone adj. situated, occurring, or applied 
€neath the skin 


Usage: The skin was discoloured but not broken; 
there had been subcutaneous bleeding. 

Supine adj. lying on tue Uack, face upward 

Usage: | left the infant on his back, face upward, but 
when I returned he was not in a supine position. 








Note : ‘Supine’ (as adj.) also means ‘mentally 
or morally inactive; lethargic; listless’ 
Usage: Isn’t the legislature doing anything about 
crime? We cannot understand its supine 
disregard of the problem. 


tactile adj. having to do with the sense of touch 

Usage: Walking cautiously in the fog, I relied on my 
tactile sense to tell me whether I was on grass or 
pavement. 

vascular adj. having to do with, composed of, 
provided with vessels that convey blood or lymph 

Usage: Some vascular surgeons specialize in 
removing varicose. 

visceral adj. having to do with or occurring in the 
viscera (internal organs, intestines, guts, etc.) 

Usage: My gut feeling was that the three time MLA 


would lose the election. Several others had the same 
visceral reaction. 


Choose the most appropriate body word from the list given below and complete the sentences. 








carpal genuflect 


spleen cerebral 
olfactory subcutaneous 
guttural plantar 
corporal labial 

tactile digital 
pulmonary vascular 
lingual sanguinary 






Example: 














manual 
gustatory 
cervical 
supine 
prone 
lachrymose 
eviscerate 
visceral 





A splenectomy is the surgical removal of the spleen. 


Do you have 
The child’s 
minutes, 


The instructor said it is good to use light 
dexterity? I am sloppy with my hands. 


request moved his parents to perm 
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t him to watch TV for an additional thirty - 
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was that the three time-MLA would lose the election. Several others had the Site 


4. 


me WW NH 


My gut feeling 


ction. : So tsk 
= backs, and in a/an_——_——_—_—. POSition WI 
+] en 


itl | 2 li ur 
osition when we lie on oO 
We are in a/an p 
we lie on our stomachs. 


If he had seen some of 


he might have bent his knee, too, 


the other worshippers _____—— 
Sense 
sense alerted me to the smell of smoke, and my —_————— °*se CNabley 


Luckily, my | 
ay in the dark to the exit. 


me to grope my W | 
that she hurt her neck again because she h 


as not fully recovered from a Previoy, 


It is unfortunate 
injury. 

Strenuous or repeated 

svndrome, a painful condition. | 

sounds because they are made with the lips: | 


at B, P, and M are | 
sounds because they are made with the tongue. 


quse 





use of the wrist, as in racquetball or typing, ma 


In phonetics we learn th 
and R are | 
The skin was discoloured but not broken; there had been bleeding. 7 

punishment should be banned in schools as it can cause serious bodily injury. 


contains many blood vessels; it is a highly _ _. ___.. Orga". 





The 
The butcher has already removed the : 
artery carries blood into the lungs. 


The 

Sealing envelopes is not a brainy job; it requires little effort. 

He made a/an sound, as if he were clearing his throat. 
conflict. 


A great deal of blood was spilled. It was a/an 
Lalit can recognize a brand of coffee by its taste, but my 
A/an wart occurs on the sole of the foot. 


Complete each of the following sentences given below by adding appropriate ‘words from different 


sense is not so keen. 


parts of the human body. 


Example: 
Most of the people in urban offices are multilinguals. They usually speak more than two languages. 


Again I must ask you to keep your hands off the controls please do not them 


A bone is one of the five long bones after the wrist and before the fingers. 
A is the surgical removal of the spleen. 
Not a paisa of the missing money had been touched, and the rest of the loot. too was recovered if 


If you speak only one language, you are —________; if you speak two you are 
I rarely see my cousin. There has been almost no sé etter us 
is the science of language. | 
-_ — is a small helpful book that can be carried in the hand 

n after, the victim’s was washed up by tide. | 








The company’s stock, fi 
» Tixtures, computers, vehicles-j 
? > S-1 7 * 
assets. n short, all things that can be touched- are its 


A firm’s reputation is one of its most valuable 
| assets . 





A sales 
person never keeps a ws 
sickest ps a customer waiting needlessly as to do so would not only 
Where are the 
salivary glands? Under the tongue, of course 

















e WORDS FO 
| R DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE 
ihirteen colonies were intoa } HUMAN BODY @@ 121 
The hew, independent nation, the USA 


le of teamwork. We have a fine esprit de 


5. ‘ w . ; | 
«, Most people cut their OWN fingernails, but some seek the serv; 
ia hands peautiful. icesofa_——————_séttoy.- make their 
F A person who knows Many languages is a polyglot, or 
| {| drop of blood contains ab : 
a very sma about 5,000,000 
Ip an see why such cells are called ee cee - > 10,000 white blood 
ieee enh iny bodies.’ | 


| cells, sO one 6 


_ The 
_ Supervisors should be abl 





the care of the estate has been given into my hands as trustee, and I will be faithful to that 


The 


In some ___—— 
eing his people from the hand (or power) of their colonial overlord, Gandhi was hailed as a/an 


is authentic; it is in the author’s own hand 
communities, voting instructions have to be printed in several languages. 


For fre 
—— . 
Alan is a body legally authorized to function with the rights and duties of a single 
individual. 
were clamped on her wrists. 


suspect claims that excessive violence was used when 
e to control their tempers. A 


minor infraction of the rules is unpardonable. 


outburst over an employee's 
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Words for ‘Life’ & ‘Living Beings’ 











a 
il ee ee . — 





Al a 
——— are —, eg ON ORE 
ams —ir — ———aee 





iia 
ae nost wonderful situation 
Hiving conditions’ is perhaps the mos | TF 
iving fulfilling life and a proactive ‘living 


To have ‘life’ and to be associated with 
e have certain words which 


that we are faced with or want to be faced with! A healthy, 
conditions’ is what everyone of us aspire for. In English vocabulary W 
stands for ‘life’, ‘living beings’ and ‘living conditions’ such as, 


= What you propose does not seem to be a viable solution to this problem. 


mw Annie is the most animated girl of our class. 


m His reclusive nature has cut him off from a large set of friends. se apuitieneiinen 
The words like viable, animated, and reclusive are the words that denote I al come handy in 
of stages in the human life. Let us consider a few more such words that wo 


your daily conversations. 


aerobic adj. able to live or grow only in the presence 
of oxygen 
Usage: We need oxygen to live; we are aerobic. 
aerobic noun & adj. having to do with exercise that 
increases oxygen intake and conditions the heart 
and lungs 
Usage: Walking, running, and swimming are forms 
of aerobic exercise. 
amphibian noun any animal or plant that can live 
both on Jand and in water 
Usage: The frog is a tailless amphibian with strong 
hind legs especially adapted for leaping. 
animated adj. alive, lively; spirited 
Usage: The meeting was dull until a motion was 
made to hold a group discussion: then it 
immediately became animated. 
biocidal adj. destructive to living organisms 
Usage: No fish can live in rivers or lakes 
contaminated by heavy discharge of biocidal 
wastes. | 
biodegradable adj. capable of being readily 
decomposed by living microorganisms 
Usage: The disposal of plastics is a serious problem 
because some of them are not biodegradable. 
biopsy noun removal and diagnostic examination of 
bits of tissues, cells, or fluids from the living body 
Usage: A biopsy will be performed to determine 
whether the lump is malignant or benign. 
coeval noun contemporary; person of the same period 
or age 


Usage: A meeting between George Eliot (1819 - 
1923) and T.S. Eliot could not have occurred; they 
were not coevals. 

ecology noun interrelationship between living 
organisms and their environment 

Usage: Conservationists oppose the draining of the 
swamps because it would disturb the ecology of 
the area. 

expatriate noun one who lives in a foreign country 

Usage: When war threatens to break out in a foreign 
country, most of the expatriates who live there 
return to their homelands. 

extant adj, still in existence; not lost or destroyed 

Usage: Only afew volumes of the writings of Mirza 
Ghalib are extant; the rest are lost. 

cxurbanite noun former city dweller who lives in an 
exurb (region beyond the suburbs) but continues 
to earn a living in the city 

Usage: An exurbanite, Mr. Mittal commutes from 
his semi rural home to his city office about twice a 
week. 

macrobiotic adj. having to do with or consisting 
mainly of whole grains and vegetables, whose 
consumption is thought to promote health and long 
life 

Usage: Some believe that a macrobiotic diet can 
help them achieve superior health and longevity. 

microorganism “oun any microscopic or 
ultramicroscopic living animal or plant 
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Some microorganisms, like yiry 


i ; . S€s, w 
ple until the invention of the a1, ere 


electron 


sage 
jovisi 
microscoP™ 
ausive adj. solitary; living in seclusion, g 
ses ‘hers: like a recluse 
sage? Why do you live by yourself, without a 
relephone. away from family and friends? Do you 
onjoy being reclusive y 
qcarnation noun rebirth of the soul in another 
ody after death, as in some religious beliefs: new 


embodiment 


Part from 


rage? Some believers in reincarnation think the: 


<oul passes into another human body after death: 
others say it is embodied in a nonhuman species. 

resuscitate verb revive from apparent death; restore 
to life 


Usage: TO resuscitate a victim of cardiac arrest, 


W “Wier: 
ORDS FOR "LIFE’ & “LIVING BEINGS’ Im 123 
emergency measur 
second's delay, 
troglodyte noun a 
a recluse 
Usage; Shyam all by himself: 
Viable adj, 


€s should begin without a 
P€tson who chooses to live alone; 


lived like a troglodyte. 

Usage: If able live; likely to survive; workable 
eae th ou think my reorganization plan will not 
: » all yOu suggest a viable alternative? 

vila noun brief outline of one’s life and experience; 
Short autobiographical sketch, resume 

Usag ¢: Applicants for the position were asked to 
= a vita and three letters of recommendation. 

“Wiparous adj, giving birth to living offspring from 
within the mother’s body, rather than from eggs 


Usage: Humans are viviparous, they produce living 
young. 


EXERCISE 





4. Try Hands on using ‘Living’ Words 


Choose the most appropriate living word from the'list given below and complete the sentences. 








aerobic biopsy 


amphibian coeval (s) 
animated ecology 
biocidal expatriate (s) 
extant reincarnation — 





Example: 









exurbanite resuscitate 


macrobiotic troglodyte 
microorganism (s) viable 

reclusive vita biodegradable 
viviparous 


His animated presentation was liked by everyone. 


L | No fish can live in rivers or lakes contaminated by heavy discharges of 


2. Some believe that a/an 


wastes. 
diet can help them achieve superior health and longevity. 


3. Conservationists opposed the draining of the swamps because it would disturb the of 
the area. _ | 
4. Asa/an Mr. Mittal commutes from his semi rural home to his city office about twice a 


week. 


5. A meeting between Gorge Eliot (1819-1880) and T.S. Eliot could not have occurred as they were not 


6. To 
delay. 


If you think my reorganization plan will not work, can you suggest a/an 


7 
8. We need oxygen to live, we are 
9. Some 


ll. Nita calls Punit a 





became 
13. Humans are 


\4. When war threatens to break out in a foreign country; 


to their homelands. 





, like viruses, were invisible 


10. Onl the writing of Mirza Ghali 
ineieeicomaiaiiaas enn he rejects technological progress. 


b are 


; ; h 
‘. The meeting was dull until a motion was made to 


, they produce living young. 


oa ' 
a victim of cardiac arrest, emergency measures should begin without a second’s 


alternative? 





until the invention of the electron microscope. 
- the rest are lost. 


old a group discussion, then the discussion 


st of the who live there return 
mo: 


and three letters of recommendation. 


Applicants for the position were asked to summit /an peony een 
- The disposal of plastics is a serious problem becat 


se 
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Some believers in think the soul passes into another human body after death; others say 
odied in a nonhuman species. | . 
aoa : er the lump is malignant or benign. 


will be performed to determine wheth 3 7 
from family and friends? Do you enjoy 


A/an 

Why do you live by oa without a telephone, away 

being | 

: with strong hind legs especially adapted for leaping. 


The frog is a tailless 
ord defined below. Choose your roots from the 


Add the appropriate ‘living’ root to complete each w 
following: 


from Greek: bio, bi, or be meaning ‘life’ 

from Latin: vita, vit, vivi, or viv, meaning ‘life,’ ‘living,’ or ‘alive 

Example: 

Biosatellites are recoverable spacecraft that enable us to study the effect of weightlessness, comic 
radiation, and other space phenomena on living organisms. 


The growth of living disease causing bacteria can usually be stopped 01 inhibited by 
instill life into a lesson. 








A gifted teacher knows how to 


is light produced by living form fireflies. 
A good watering will the plant and put new into its drooping leaves. 
) , Of his 


The entombment of a dead pharaoh was often accompanied by live burial or 





faithful servant. 
warfare, living microorganisms are used to harm an enemy’s population, livestock 


In 
and crops. 
medicine investigates the capacity of humans to withstand the stresses of abnormal 
environments. 
maintain that surgical experiments on living animals are immoral. 
A/An is a microorganism that can live only in the presence cf free oxygen. 


are preparations designed to destroy microbes. 


James Boswell’s Life of Samuel Johnson is a remarkable 

Yesterday there was no liveliness in her manner ,but today she is 

The is the zone of planet earth in which life can exist. 

This plant is not likely to live ;it lacks 

A is a microscopic organism, or germ. 

Research in biological science is called 

Do you enjoy eating and drinking in good company, or are you not the ___ type. 
If you know the plant and animal life of a region, you are familiar with its _ 

It is a new presentation of an old play .The reviewers call it a 

The story of your life would be a/an if you wrote it yourself. 


. The yucca plant (any of a genus Yucca of plants of the agaves family, having stiff, sword- “shaped leaves 


and white flowers in an erect raceme, found in the U.S. and Latin America )and the yucca moth have a 
(mutually dependent, live -together) relationship. : 
7, 
Your —— sings- such as your pulse rate, temperature, and breathing rate -show how effectively 
your body is functioning. 7 
The city has set aside funds to (restore to life) its downtown business. district. 
If you hold that life is not created spontaneously but originates form preexisting life, you believe in 


An area’s is its total content of vad Organisms. 














abiogenesis noun theory that life can originate from 
nonliving matter; spontaneous generation 
usage: The theory of abiogenesis was challenged 
when several experiments showed that life can 
originate only from preexisting life. 
abyss moun (literally, ‘without bottom’) seemingly 
hottomless pit or gulf; chasm; anything 
immeasurably deep 
Usage: The safe return of the missing children lifted 
their parents from an abyss of despair. 
agnostic our (literally, one who does ‘not know’) 
person who is not committed to believing in either 
the existence or nonexistence of God 
Usage: Though not denying that God may exist, as 
atheists do, agnostics remain skeptical and 
unconvinced. 
amnesia noun (literally, condition of ‘not 
remembering’) loss of memory 
Usage: There is no certainty that the victim of 
amnesia will recover his memory. 
amnesty noun general pardon for an offense, 
including a political offense against a government 
Usage: Rebels who fled the country may return 
without being prosecuted for treason, noW that 
amnesty has been granted. 
amorphous adj without definite form; shapeless; 
vague | 
Usage: The amorphous mass ahead as We 
approached cautiously in the fog was 4 stalled 
tourist bus. 
anaerobic adj able to live or grow in the absence of 
oxygen 
Usage: Some bacteria do not require air or free 
oxygenythey are anaerobic. 
anemia sioun (literally, condition of being ‘without 
blood’) red cell or hemoglobin deficiency in the 
circulating blood; paleness; lack of vigour 
Usage: One cause of anemia is the loss of blood. 
anesthesia noun (literally, ‘without feeling’) partial 
or complete loss of the sense of pain, with or 
without loss of consciousness, artificially induced 
by drugs | 


Words of Negative Meanin 


irst letter of the G 
4, or alpha, is the first e Greek alphabet : 
word or root of its positive force and gives it a negati When used as a prefix, this ‘a’ deprives a 


call it alpha privative which means, ‘depriving or 


g 


———_mere————————— 







V@ connotation or meaning. That is why we 
tending, to deprive’. 





Usapa- : 
sage: Usually, { have a filling done without 


anesthest 3 ne 
hesia. But if a tooth is extremely sensitive, | 
am given some amount of it. 


_ anodyne noun (literally, ‘without pain’) drug that 


relieves pain; anything that soothes or comforts 

Usage: A relaxing afternoon at the beach is an 
anodyne for a troubled mind. 

anomaly noun (literally, ‘not regular’) irregularity; 
departure from the common rule; abnormality 

Usage: Since he hates milk more than anything, his 
asking his mother for a glass of milk is anomaly. 

anorexia noun (literally, ‘without longing’) of 
appetite, especially when prolonged 

Usage: An obsession with being as slim as possible 
may lead to anorexia, especially in young women. 

aphasia noun (literally, condition of ‘not speaking’) 
partial or complete loss of the power to use and 
understand words 

Usage: With the help of speech therapists, many 
victims of aphasia have been able to regain the 
power of coherent speech. 

apolitical adj. not connected with political matters, 
of no political significance, uninterested in politics 

Usage: When my colleagues quarrel over whether 
the works of the ruling party are better than those 
of the opposition, I try to introduce an apolitical 
topic, like sports. 

asexual adj. occurring oF produced without sexual 
action; sexless 

Usage: An amoeba multiplies by asexual 
reproduction, splitting itself in two. 

in (literally, condition of “no 

sation’) loss of consciousness due 

e of poisonous gases, 


asphyxiation "0! 
throbbing’ or ‘pul 
to lack of oxygen oF presenc 
suffocation | _ 

Usage: Do not run an automobile engine In a closed 
garage; the fumes can cause asphyxiation. — 

asylum moun (literally, ‘without right of seizure ) 
‘nviolable place where one can be free from arrest, 


protection; sanctuary; shelter 
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Usage: The hijackers flew from country to country, 
vainly seeking asylum. 


atic adj. without evidence of disease: 


asymuproms 
symptomless 

t'sage; My cold may be 
cough or sneeze OF hav 
days, I have been asymptomatic. 


over because I no longer 
e fever, For the past two 


AIS CT AN 2a Saer See 
an enneetans 


A Ae 


n body organ or tissue 
Usage; Temporary muscu 
wher a limb is ina cash | 
being used. 
atyplenl adj, not typical: 
- The average daily t 
lay's turnou 


lar atrophy is common 
is the muscles are Hoy 


irregular, abnormal 
Usage ittendance has been abou 
100 go yesterc tof more than 300 wag 


atypical. 


atrophy 7oun (literally, 
nourishment’) wasting 


Try Hands on using ‘Alpha-privative’ Words 


condition of being ‘without 
away or decrease in size of 


EXERCISE 














Choose the most appropriate alpha-privative words from the list given below and complete the 
sentences. 






anaerobic 






amnesia 












abiogenesis 

anodyne abyss amnesty 
anemia anomaly agnostic 
amorphous anesthesia anorexia 
aphasia asexual asylum 
atrophy apolitical asphyxiation 
asymptomatic atypical 





Example: 


If the pay deal is not settled amicably there will be anarchy in the manufacturing units. 


reproduction, splitting itself in two. 


An amoeba multiplies by __ 
xperiments showed that life can originate 


, especially in young women. 





hen a limb is in a cast, as the muscles are not being used. 


losed garage; the fumes can cause 
day’s turnout of more than 300 





of despair. 
mass ahead as we approached cautiously in the fog was a stalled tourist bus. 





for a troubled mind. 
remain distrustful and 


have been able to regain the powe! 


. But if a tooth is extremely sensitive, I am give? 


if 
2. The theory of was challenged when several e 
only from pre-existing life. 
3. An obsession with being as slim as possible may lead to 
4. There is no certainty that victim of will recover his memory. 
5. Temporary muscular is common W 
6. Do not mun an automobile engine in ac 
7. The average daily attendance has been about 100, so yester 
was ; 
8 The safe return of the missing children lifted the parents from a/an 
9. The_ 
10. Fora BJP member to be elected governor by an overwhelming majority in this traditionally Congress 
Party led city is indeed a/an 
11. One cause of is the loss of blood. 
12. The hijackers flew from country to country, vainly seeking 
13. Some bacteria do not require air or free oxygen; they are 
14. A relaxing afternoon at the beach on a midsummer day is a/an 
15. _ Though not denying that God may exist, as atheists do,. 
unconvinced, 
16. With the help of speech therapists, many victims of 
of coherent speech. 
17. a on — country may return without being prosecuted for treason, now that — 
18. pine my colleagues quarrel over whether the views of the ruling party are better than those of the 
pposition, I try to introduce a/an topic, like sports 
19. Usually, [ have a filling done without h 
some amount of it. 
20. 


My cold may be over because I no longer cough or sneeze or have fever. For the past two days, I have 


been 
149 


Oa ee a CTU 





hened words are combination of two Or mor 
meaning. A hyphen Is a punctuation mark. It is us 
Traditionally, the hyphen has been used in several ways, A definit 

does not exist, as evidenced by the accepted nina nitive collection of hyphen rules 
without a hyphen. Therefore, the writer or editor or f 


€ than two wo ie 
rds in a Way so i ne 
ed both to join wor y SO as to give oO 


ds and to separate syllables. 


or that matter, a 


in written form, should consult a manual of Style or dictionary of ee 


; . his/her preference. 
a Except for Noun-noun and adverb-adjective compound modifier 
modifier appears before a term, the lers, when a compound 


compound modifier is general 
j | y hyphenated in order 
to prevent any possible misunderstanding, such as light-blue salle wagers 


sarc sorhinnedees person, and award-winning show. Without the hyphens, there is 
potentia = oon! about whether ‘light’ applies to ‘blue’ or ‘paint’, whether ‘twentieth’ 
applies to ‘century’ or ‘invention’, etc. | 


m Hyphens are generally not used in noun-noun or adverb 
because no such confusion is possible: for example: 


government standards organization and department store manager 
wholly owned subsidiary and quickly moving vehicle 


m Hyphenation is also common with adjective-noun compound modifiers, but arguably 
less generally. For example, real-world example; left-hand drive. Where the adjective- 
noun phrase would be plural standing alone, it usually becomes singular and hyphenated 
when modifying another noun. For example, four days becomes four-day week. 

= Two-word names of numbers less than one hundred are hyphenated. For instance, the 
number 23 should be written twenty-three, and 123 should be written one hundred 
(and) twenty-three. (The ‘and’ is generally included in British English but often omitted 
in American English.) | 

m Hyphens are occasionally used to denote syllabification, as in syl-lab-i-fi-ca-tion. In 
most dictionaries, a middle dot, sometimes called a ‘hyphenation point’, is used for this 
purpose, as in syl-lab-i-fi-ca-tion. | 

m™ Some words are hyphenated in order to distinguish them from other words which would, 
otherwise be homographs. (Compare ‘resign’ and ‘re-sign. - 

= A hyphen may be used in quotations to imply the spelling of a word such as ‘W-O-R-D 

pS VER. ini in popular writin 
However, the use of the hyphen has in general oe mae on caine ony 
and in scholarly journals. Its use is almost always av ned with visual cleanliness than semantic 
Or labels on packaging, since they are eT ae ines, so you are likely to remain 
clarity. However, it is still used in most newspapers and magazine 


accustomed to seeing and understanding It. 


Below listed are some strong examples of se 
hyphens: 


Disease causing poor nutrition, meaning 
Disease-causing poor nutrition, meaning 
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-adjective compound modifiers, 


mantic changes caused by the placement of 


a disease that causes POO nutrition, and 
poor nutrition that causes disease. 
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= A man-eating shark is a carnivorous fish, while, 


= aman eating shark is a carnivorous male human. 
= New age-discrimination rules, meaning new rules re 


age, and 


New-age discrimination rules, meaning rules regarding dis 
according to age) consistent with the New Age movement. 


garding discrimination according to 


crimination (not necessarily 


Some additional examples of the proper use of hyphenated words: 
m text-only document or ...document is text-only 
= Detroit-based organization or ...organization Is Detroit-based 


advanced with no hyphen.) 


government with no hyphen.) 


no hyphen.) 


how to wire-transfer funds 
how fo tax-plan 


state-of-the-art product or ...product is state-of-the-art (but The state of the art is very 


board-certified strategy or ...strategy is board-certified 
thought-provoking argument or ...argument is thought-provoking 
time-sensitive error or ...error is time-sensitive 

case-sensitive password or ...password is case-sensitive 
government-issued photo !D or ...photo ID is government-issued (but . 


_.is issued by the 


light-gathering surface or ...surface is light-gathering 
award-winning novel or ...novel is award-winning (but, more likely, ...won an award with 


web-based encyclopedia or ...encyclopedia is web-based 
fun-loving person or ...person is fun-loving — 


advertising-supported service or service is advertising-supported (but, better, .../s 


supported by advertising with no hyphen.) 





SOME COMMONLY USED HYPHENATED W 


about-face or about-turn noun a change of direction 
Usage: He had hardly walked a little way down the 
street when he realized that he had not locked the 
door, so he made/did a quick about-face (or about- 
turn) and ran back to the house. 
ad-libbed verb to speak in public without having 
planned what to say 
Usage: She ad-libbed her way through the entire 
speech. 
all-out noun complete and with as much effort as 
possible 
Usage: We made an all-out effort to get the project 
finished on time. 
avant-garde noun & adj. the Jeaders in new or 
unconventional movements, esp. in the arts; 
' yanguard; of such movements, ideas, etc. 
Usage: It was his first avant-garde work to appeal 
to a wide audience. 


blue-chip adj. designating any high-priced stock with 
a good record of earnings and price stability; 
excellent, valuable, etc. ia 

Usage: Having completed his MBA from one of the .. 
topmost business schools of the country, he got his . ” 
first placement in the high paying blue-chip 
company. 

blue-stocking noun a learned, bookish, or pedantic 
woman who spends most of her time studying and 
is therefore not approved of by some egoistic and 
chauvinistic men 

Usage: It may be surprising to most of her fans that 
the actress was a blue-stocking in her college days. 

booby-trap noun & verb any scheme or device for 
tricking a person unawares; a bomb or mine that is 
set to be exploded by some action of the intended 
victim, as when some seemingly harmless object is 
lifted 
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. The bodyguard was killed while 


Cheek; 
—e Ing the 
th vsjdent's car for booby-traps. 

we: L e ° 
The police discovered that the Car was 
| : : ely 


prigstDFAC noun small, rare, or artistic Objects 
laced about a FOOM for decoration: knick-kn 
per 
aimeracks 
It’s one of those shops that sells antique 


‘icks: 


Lage 
pricea-brac. - | 

aaed-carrying noun owning a membership card in a 
pecified organization; an active and involved 
member of any organization 


8 and 


ueage: My brother 1s a card-carrying member of 
the parly. 

cast-off adj, over used, discarded, worthless 

Usage: They gave him a cast-off coat which was too 
large for him. 

court-martial noun & verb a court of personnel in 
the armed forces for the trial of persons accused of 
breaking military law; a trial by a court-martial a 
conviction by a court-martial ;to try by a court- 
martial ;to convict by a court-martial 

Usage: He is likely to be court-martialled for 
disobeying his commanding officer. 

cul-de-sac noun a situation which leads nowhere: 
dead end: a short road which is blocked off at one 
end 

Usage: This plan reflects nothing but his intellectual 
cul-de-sac. 

derring-do noun daring action taken without 
considering the consequences; reckless courage 

Usage: It’s high time you gave up your derring-do 
attitude and took up your family responsibilities 
judiciously. 

drop-dead verb to die suddenly and unexpectedly 


Usage: He dropped dead on the squash court at the 
age of 35, 





Note : drop dead, as slang is a rude way of telling 
someone that you are angry with them and want 
them to go away or be quiet 

Usage: Oh, just drop-dead! 

‘While, drop-dead gorgeous’ is an informal 
*xpression which means ‘extremely attractive’ 
double- 
only 







cross verb to deceive someone by working 
for one’s own advantage; treachery 
Usage: The diamond thief double-crossed his 
Partners and gave them only worthless fake jewels. 
Weand-ten-cent-store noun a store that sells a wide 
“atiety of inexpensive merchandise, original with 





eR SS ee ee eS Ps eR 
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articles priced 
MWid-(eny or live. 


man 
y at five or ten cents (Also five- 
wnd-dime) 
Napes 'T . s a, 
five. Chey made a lot of purchase from the weekly 
ri ~and-ten-cent-stores put up by the sides of the 
4 é, 


{ 


(i y-leat foun an empty Page at the beginning or end 
Of a book next to the cover 

Usage: The author g 
book and Wrote 
Sly-leaf. 


forw 


ave me her recently published 
her favourite texts on the 


ard-looking adj, 
Provision for the future; progressive 


Usage: I do appreciate the government’s 
forward-looking policies, 


free-for- 


anticipating or making 


all noun & adj. a contest, race, etc. that 

anyone may enter: a disorganized fight in which 
many take part; brawl: Open to anyone - 

Usage: The row between the Prime Minister and the 
Opposition leader soon developed into a 
free-for-all for MPs from all parties. 


fuddy-duddy adj. a fussy, critical person; an old- 
fashioned person 

Usage: I will better be called Juddy-duddy than 
approve those self-revealing attires. 

go-for-broke noun & adj. daring, enterprising (taken 
from Go for Broke!, a war film released in 1951. It 
was directed by Robert Pirosh and starred Van 
Johnson.) 

Usage: With the go-for-broke enthusiasm of 
youngsters trying out new toys, scientists are 
uncovering the mysteries of the brain with 
technology. 

grass-roots noun the common people, original those 
esp. of rural or non urban areas, thought of as best 
representing the basic, direct political interests of 
the electorate 
Usage: The feeling among the grass-roots of the 
Party is that the leaders are indulged in corruptions 
of all sorts. | 

sross-out slang to offend, disgust, shock, etc. 
Usage: Crowds went wild for the gross-out humor 
and wacky romance in riotous comedy of the film. 

hard-liner noun a person who takes a hard-line 
(characterized by an aggressive, unyielding position 
in politics, foreign policy, etc.) position 

Usage: The party president needs to persuade the 
hard-liner in the patty. . 

half-mast noun & verb the position of a flag lowered 
about halfway down a mast, staff, etc., esp..as a 
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f mourning; to fly (a flag) at half-mast 


sign 0 3 
Usage: The national flags were all flying at 


haif-meast. 
hanger-on noun a follower or dependent, a person 


who joins another, some group, etc. although nat 
wanted; a follower who seeks personal gain, 
sycophant; parasite 

Usage: Wherever there is royalty, there are always 
hangers-on. 

Or, Attempting to portray the protagonist of the 
movie as a mendacious hanger-on and frustrated 
actor with a drinking problem, the director did a 
wonderful job. 

have-nots noun a person or nation with little wealth, 





or poor resources 
Usage: City departmental stores are exacting a steep 
toll on the have-nots. 
heavy-handed adj. using too much force in dealing 
with someone; clumsy or tactless; cruel, oppressive, 
or tyrannical 
Usage: The protestors accused the police of using 
heavy-handed tactics. 
heebie-jeebies noun & plural strong feelings of fear 
or anxiety 
Usage: Don’t start talking about ghosts — they give 
me the heebie-jeebies. 
helter-skelter noun, adj. & adv. in haste and 
confusion; in a disorderly, hurried manner; hurried 
and confused; disorderly 
Usage: People were screaming and running 
helter-skelter down the steps to escape the flames. 
high-minded adj. having very high moral standards 
of behaviour 
Usage: Sometimes his family members feel 
suffocated because of his high-minded ideology. 
ho-hum interj. an expression showing boredom or 
unwillingness 
/gsage: ‘So I’ve got to do it all again, ho-hum’, 
nagged Sarika. 
hocus-pocus noun & verb meaningless words used 
as a formula by conjurers; a magician’s trick or 
trickery; sleight of hand; legerdemain: any 
meaningless action or talk drawing attention away 
from some deception; trickery; deception 
Usage: So much of what politicians say is just 
hocus-pocus. 


hugger-mugger noun, adj., adv. & verb a confusion; 





muddled; jumbled; (Archaic) secret; in a co 
or jumbled manner, (Archaic) secretly; to keep 


secret . 
e entire plan in , 


Usage: He explained th 
hugger-mugger Way- 

hurly-burly 7oun noisy activity . 

Usage: We were tired of the hurly-bur ly ae life, SO 
we decided to go to our farmhouse for holidaying 

Jekyll-and-Hyde noun a person with two very 
different sides to their personality, one good and 
the other evil 

Usage: Our professor was 4 real Jekyll-and-Hyde, 
sometimes Kind and charming, and at other times 
rude and obnoxious. 

Or, For years, she has played a Jekyll-and-Hyde 
game. . 

jerry-builder noun maker of poorly built materials 
of cheap quality 

Usage: Only a jerry-builder can produce a piece of 
work of such sub — standard. 

last-ditch adj. made, done, used, etc. in a final, often 
desperate act of resistance Or opposition 

Usage: Ina last-ditch attempt to save his party from 
electoral defeat, he resigned from the leadership. 

lock-step noun a way of marching in such close file 
that the corresponding legs of the marchers must 
keep step precisely 

Usage: Soldiers marched in lock-step. 

mock-up noun a scale model, usually a full-sized 
replica, of a structure or apparatus used for 
instructional or experimental purposes 

Usage: She showed us a mock-up of what the car 
will look like when it goes into production. 

Or, In mock-up aircrafts, the staff are trained for 
dealing with emergencies. 

namby-pamby adj. weak, foolish or silly 

Usage: The professor probably regarded us as 4 
bunch of namby-pamby students. | 

off-the-cuff adv. to speak without having prepared 
or thought about one’s words first 

Usage: | hadn’t prepared a speech for the valedictory 
function so I just said a few words off-the-cuff. 

pent-up adj. held in check; curbed: confined 

Usage: Screaming at the top of your voice is a good 
way of venting pent-up frustration. 

per-diem noun & adv. by the day; daily; a daily 
allowance, as for expenses 


Usage: The labourers of the mine got too low amount 


muddle; jumble (Archaic) secrecy; confused: 15335 their per diem. 


—" 


el 
of action 


we: At the sound of the burglar alarm bell, the 
Tomes of the shopping mall ran pell-mell for 
c 


the doors. . . 
soldiers retreat in a pell-mell fashion. 
jea-bargaining noun & verb pretrial negotiations 
a which the defendant agrees to plead guilty to a 
esse charge in exchange for having more serious 
charges dropped 
rage: He plea-bargained his way out of the prison, 
pint-blank adv. & adj. used before noun aimed 
norizontally, straight at a mark, at such close range 
that rise and fall in the projectile’s flight need not 
he considered; of or suitable for such fire: 
straightforward; plain; blunt (such as ‘a point-blank 
answer’) ina direct line; straight ;without hesitation 
or quibbling; directly; bluntly (such as ‘to refuse 
point-blank ’) 
Usage: Two bullets were fired into the car at 
- point-blank range. (as Adj.) 


Or, The team leader asked me to work at the weekend, 


but I refused point-blank. (as Adv.) 

pre-empt verb to do or say something before anyone 
else can, excluding others; appropriate before hand 
Usage: The minister held a press conference in order 
to pre-empt criticism in the newspapers. 

put-up verb to show or express a particular type of 
opposition to something 

Usage: The villagers were unable to put-up any 
resistance to the invading troops. | 

rank-and-file group noun the ordinary workers in a 
company or the ordinary members of an 
organization | 

Usage: The party’s rank-and-file has started 
questioning the President’s choice of election 
contestants. 


Or, Most rank-and-file police officers rejected the 
new pay offer, 

roly-poly adj. short and plump; pudgy; a roly-poly 
thing or person, especially a child 

Usage: His roly-poly physique is quite different from 
his other family members. 

TUN-INS noun a quarrel, fight, etc. 

Usage: | had a run-in with my boss yesterday. 

Or, Mohit’s run-ins with the law began as a teenager. 


luncat . | 
q of-the-mill adj. ordinary, not exclusive or 
"Xciting 


Usgop. 
“age: He pave a fairly run-of-the-mill speech. 


j-mell adv. avery fast and disorganized movement eos HYEHENATION mi TS" 


Scot-free ; 
e adv. without receiving the deserved or 
Xpected punishme 


. nt; without being harmed 
“age: The court let her off scot- 


Or, Vandals got away scot-free, 
Second-str} —_— 
wir Ni hed - Sports that is the second or a 
stort noe £0 Play at the specified position; 
7 Ordinate or inferior in rank, importance, etc. 
Save; | 
bis ¢ For years he had to be satisfied content with 
Second-string position in the team. 


Self-effacing 5,7; 
effacing adj. not making oneself noticeable, 
modest 


reé. 


U/ . « a 
sage: The captain was typically self-effacing when 
questioned about the team’s successes, giving the 
whole credit to the other players. 


Shell-shock noun mental illness caused by experience 
of war 

Usage: He said many of the men who were shot for 
cowardice were in fact suffering from shell-shock. 


Silver-tongued adj. eloquent; persuasive way of 
expressing oneself - | 


_ Usage: Beware of her silver-tongued proposals! 


skinny-dip noun & verb a swim in the nude 

Usage: She enjoys her skinny-dips on weekends. 

stage-struck verb to be extremely interested in the 
theatre/film 

Usage: For years before getting her debut role in the 
film, she had been what is called stage-struck. 

stand-in noun a person who serves as a substitute 
for a motion-picture or television actor or actress 
as while lights and cameras are being adjusted ; any 
substitute for another 


Usage: The lecturer didn’t turn up, so the students 
had to find a stand-in. 


strung-out adj. experience the strong effects of drugs 
such as heroin or cocaine 

Usage: For most of her college days, she was strung 
out on crack. 

tongue-in-cheek adj. amusing, humorous 

Usage: Her latest novel is a firmly tongue-in-cheek 
look at the world of advertising. 

topsy-turvy adj.& adv. upside down; in a reversed 
condition; in confusion or disorder; a topsy-turvy 
condition; inverted state ;a state of confusion 

Usage: The government's topsy-turvy priorities mean 
that spending on education becomes expensive. 

tug-of-war noun a contest in which two teams pull 
at opposite ends of a rope, each trying to drag the 
other across a central line ; any power struggle 
between two parties 
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Usage: His statement invited a sort of tug-of-war 


between the two groups. 
union-jack nowt the red, white and blue fl 


UK 

Usage: 
Union Jack was lowered in In 

up-and-coming adj. likely to achieve success soon 
or in the near future 

Usage: She is one of the up-and-coming actresses 
of the present times. 

washed-up adj. cleaned up; tired; exhausted; (slang) 
finished; done for; having failed 

Usage: The tragedy of being a model in the glam 
world is that one is all washed-up by the time one 
is thirty five. 

well-nigh adv. almost or very nearly 

Usage: With no help, finishing the job in a day was 
well-nigh impossible. 





ag of the 


The Indian anthem was played after the 
dia for the last ume. 





whizz-hang (Old Slang) a high explosive Shell of 
at speed whose sound of explosion Occurs 


re 
£ s sound of flight; also, a 


immediately after it ! 
fireworks device suggestive of this 

Usage: The browsers were surprised by momentum 
of the whizz-bang of the ume. 

witch-hunt noun an investigation Carried our 
ostensibly to uncover disloyalty, subversive Politica] 
activity, etc., usually conducted with much Publicity 
and often relying upon inconclusive evidence anq 
capitalizing on public fear of unpopular Opinions 

Usage: In a democratic country like Ours no 
government can continue for long With the 
sensationalized witch-hunt as a tactic to oppress 
its opponents. 

word-of-mouth adj. communicated orally 


Usage: All the orders were given by word-of-mouth 
so that no written evidence could be discovered later, 


EXERCISE 





A. Try Hands on using ‘Hyphenated’ Words 


Choose the most appropriate hyphenated words from the list given below and complete the sentences, 


stage-struck 


fuddy-duddy 
run-of-the-mill 


topsy-turvy 
namby-pamby 
derring-do 


run-ins — 
bric-a-brac 
hocus-pocus 





Example: 


Wherever there is royalty, there are always hangers-on . 


1. His so called valourous act is in fact just one of his many 


doing to grab media attention. 


They think their father is an old 
He always gets in the 


The superstar of the yesteryears has been a 
So much of what politicians say is just 
The government’s 


He gave a fairly speech. 


Contextualized Learning of New Words 


It is one of those shops that sells antiques and | 
because he doesn’t approve to their hi-fi lifestyle. 


with just anyone around because of his haughty behaviour. 


She probably regarded us as a bunch of _—_| 


derring-do activities that he keeps on 


students. 
since his childhood. 





priorities mean that spending on education remains low. 


Read the sentence and choose the word from the given three options that suits best in the give? 
context. The first answer has been entered as an example, 
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rhe government scheme pays the dy; 
eae ‘diem Cally Wagers o 
(n) per ¢ (b) weekly 


(c) monthl 
He/she can do extremely well in the sales and mark 
a et arkeling ¢; 

| » stocking ca 
(i) blue Sic . = | . (b) hanger-on 6 reer 
His long assocavion with armed forces hag left hij | (C) silver-mouthed 

im ee . 
i 1yf-UpD 
(a) pent] (b) helter-skelte; 
puring his college days he/she was notorious for his/h (c) shell-shock 
: er 


(a) run-1ns (b) run-offs 


it’s wise never to rely on a person who is (c) run-alongs 

(a) Roly-Poly (b) Jakyll-and-Hyde 

The Gen-next happy-go-lucky guy is very rarely like (c) Fuddy-Duddy 

(a) a blue stocking (b) a bric-a brac | 

An adventurous man like him will never like to take up a Career that j (c) shell - shock 
r that is 

(a) hurly-burly (b) run-of-the-mill 

The team of journalists working in the ‘sting operation’ will get success 

(a) derring-do 


(c) hocus-pocus 


(b) up-and-coming 
He/she is famous among the group of election campaigners 


(a) ad-libbed (b) namby-pamby 


(c) ad-libbed 


(c) hurly-burly 
His way of presenting himself left everyone 
(a) hurly-burly (b) tongue-in-cheek (c) shell-shock 
He/she left the home this morning : 
(a) helter-skelter (b) topsy-turvy (c) namby-pamby 


Match words of column A with their synonymous words/phrases given in column B: 























A B 
(i) pent-up hurried and disorderly 
(ji) hanger-on weak 
(iii) ad-libbed | almost 
(iv) roly-poly confusion 
(v) namby-pamby confined 
\(vi)  well-nigh humourous 
(vii) hurly-burly sycophant 
(viii) hugger-mugger extempore 
(ix) helter-skelter noisy activity 
pudgy 


tongue —in-cheek 
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base or lowest part, as the foot of a page, t 
colourful and fascinating aspect of English | 
you use them confidently and correctly. 


what we shall be discussing in this chapter. 


burn the midnight oil to work or study for long hours 
in the night 

Usage: If your report is due tomorrow, and you 
haven’t written a word of it yet, you will probably 
have to burn the midnight oil to complete it. 
bury the hatchet to settle a disagreement, make peace 
Usage: Can’t you two just bury the hatchet and work 
together again? 

busman’s holiday noun holiday spent in an activity 
the same as, or similar to, one’s occupation, as a 
bus driver who takes his family for a Sunday drive 

Usage: For Rashid, a carpet-installer, the weekend 
was a busman’s holiday. He installed new carpeting 
in his own home. 

come home to roost to have disagreeable 
repercussions; boomerang 

Usage: When the wells of those who are wasting 
water run dry, they will see that their extravagance 
has come home to roost. 

dutch treat noun meal or entertainment for which 
each participant pays his or her own share 

Usage: Ruchi would not go to lunch with me until I 
— that it would be a dutch treat. 

eal Crow to . ah oe 
enna a a humiliating or extremely 


Us . 
Sage: The expert has predicted that the Indian 


Cricket Team ‘ . : 
he will ear — win the match. If it should lose, 


fish or cut bait to 
‘0 proceed wholehearted] 
out altogether; stop procrastinating or wt the 
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CHAPTER — 29 
Words and Figurative Expression in 
English Language 


Words can be used in a literal or a figurative sense. F 
in its literal (plain) sense of a part of the body. But in 


figurative (not literal) sense. When used figuratively, | : | 
he foot of a staircase, etc. Figurative expressions are 


anguage. Your language skill will increase rapidly jj 


When asked whether you have an ax fo grind, you are 
have an ax. And if you ever have to eat crow, you will not do an 
sense. Ax to grind and eat crow are figurative expressions or be 


SOME FAMOUS FIGURATIVE EXPRESSIONS IN ENGLISH _ 









or example, in ‘my injured foot,’ foot is useq 
the foot of the mountain, foot is used in g 
foot means not a part of the body, but the 









certainly not being asked whether you 
y eating —at least not in a literal 
tter known as idioms, and that is 














Usage: Our procrastinating allies give us only half. 
hearted support. Let us tell them now to fish or cut 
bait. 

french leave noun unauthorized hasty or secret 
departure 

Usage: The hotel owner incurred a substantial loss 
when a guest who had stayed more than a week took 
french leave. 

eo begging to be in little demand 

Usage: The consumer product for which the sport 
star is a brand ambassador is sure to go begging if 
he continues to be a consistent loser in the match. 

have an ax to grind to have a selfish motive or 
ulterior purpose to promote 

Usage: Don’t ask Rajiv for advice on whether to g0 
for insurance or mutual funds. He is an insurance 
agent; he has an ax to grind. 

have a bone to pick to have something to argue O! 
complain about 

Usage: I try my level best not to offend anyone, but 
if anyone unnecessarily tries to have a bone to pick, 

J just don’t spare him. 

hold a candle to compare favourably with 

Usage: I am more than a match for sumit in tennis, 
but I cannot hold a candle to him in badminton. 

have a chip on one’s shoulder to have a disposition 
to quarrel 


_ Usage: It is hard to get along with a colleague who 


always has a chip on his shoulder. 


. The plan seems good, but let us ex 
§ 7 to see if it will hold water, 

»duck noun elected official who remains in Office 
jam prief period after a successor has been elected 


amine it 


— If MP is defeated in November, he will be a 
lame duck until the winner 1s sworn in next J anuary. 

jy the piper [0 suffer the unfavourable 

consequences of one’s actions 

risage: You were wamed that failure to change the 
engine oil regularly might cause irreparable damage, 
put you did not listen. Now, you must pay the piper. 
play possum to pretend to be dead or asleep; 
dissemble (Opossums feign death when threatened.) 
Usage: The only survivor was a private who had the 
presence of mind to play possum and was mistaken 
py the raiders for a corpse. 

play the devil’s advocate to uphold the wrong side 
of a cause for the sake of argument 

Usage: We are fortunate to be living in a democracy, 
but let me play the devil’s advocate and point out 
some shortcomings of democracy. . 

poker face noun & adj. expressional face, as that of 
an experienced poker player 

Usage: From her poker face, it was impossible to 
tell whether the letter she had just opened contained 
good or bad news. 

red herring noun something used to distract attention 
from the real issue (from the practice of drawing a 
red herring across a trail to confuse hunting dogs) 

Usage: When the father saw the price tag on the 
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“tama ml aughter wanted, he tried to interest 
Was not dj SS Expensive doll carriage, but she 
| not diverted by that red herring. 

rest out the red ey "pct to show impressive courtesy 
(from the practice of rolling out a red carpet for 
arriving dignitaries to Step on) 


hag x : When the head of a friendly nation arrives to 
Onter with our Prime Minister, we usually roll out 
the red carpet, 

Stick in one’s cr 


aw to be intolerable and unacceptable 
to one 


Usage: Aabid earng less than others doing the same 
Work. The injustice of this s 


ficks in his craw. 

Stick to one’s last to keep to one’s trade or field (from 
the proverb “Let the cobbler stick to his last,” a last 
being a shaped form on which a shoe is made or 
repaired) 


Usage: Robin should have called in a plumber instead 
of trying to install the tap himself. The experience 
has taught him that it pays to stick to one’s last. 

whistle in the dark to put on a show of confidence 
in the face of impending danger or defeat; try to 
keep up one’s courage 

Usage: Though beset with injuries, the skipper says 


they are confident of victory, but we believe they 
are whistling in the dark. 


white elephant noun possession entailing expense 


and trouble far greater than its usefulness to the 
owner | 


Usage: The sports car we bought last year has already 


cost us a fortune in repairs. Let’s get rid of that white 
elephant. 

















it belonged to another class. 


another thing, such as: 


In language, a metaphor (from the Greek: metapherin) is defined as a direct comparison or cross mapping 
across two or more seemingly unrelated subjects. In a metaphor, a first concept is described as being or 
precisely equal to a second concept. It is a figure of speech in which one class of things is referred to as if 


Whereas a simile states that A is like B, a metaphor states that A is B or substitutes B for A. 

Thus, the first concept can be economically described because implicit and explicit wpa — 7 
Second concept are used to enhance the description of the first. This device is exploited in " = rm on | 
especially in poetry, where with few words, emotions and associations from one context = . ana y - 
4ssociated with another different subject. A metaphor is generally supposed to be one thing eq 


‘Tohn is a teddy bear” | 
bear’ 1s called the 
In this example, the word ‘John’ is called, the ‘enor of the metaphor; the word beg Dee 
vehicle of the metaphor. And the common ground 


"U might not believe this but Lakoff and Johnson, ‘wal 3 | 
, . i al in nature: 
¢ By, estimate that 70% of our spoken English language is — 


loveable. 
is, both are cuddly and | 
(1980) in their ground-breaking book, Metaphors We 
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List of Some Common English Metaphors 





Corresponding Meaning 





Vegetable Metaphors 





a quadriplegic 

a chronic television viewer 
one ‘stick’ of corn 

one lettuce plant 


a vegetable 

a couch potato 
an ear of corm 

a head of lettuce 





Fruit Metaphors Corresponding Meaning 









a gay person (not polite) 
boss (not polite) 

sex (the forbidden act, un 
a machine that breaks down s 


a fruit (not polite) 
big banana (not polite) 
apple (the forbidden fruit of the Bible) 





less married) 
hortly after purchase 





















lemon aie 
a pickle a damned-if-you-do, damned-if-you-don t situation 
pumpkin term of endearment to a cute child 

cherry (vulgar) female virgin 

The Big Apple New York, USA 

The apple of my eye my most cherished person 

sour grapes envy 

melon head 

nuts testicles 

cucumber penis 

peach pretty girl 

peachy fine, okay 

crabapple bitter person 


Corresponding Meaning 








Animal Metaphors 





beautiful woman 
scared/frightened person 


fox 






















chicken 

pig dirty person 

sloth lazy person 

dog bad man, ugly woman 

rat tattler 

snake / serpent cunning person 

whale very fat person 
cow humble person ™ 
Ox big, strong man 

moose big, athletic man 

ow] night person 

wolf aggressive person (negative sense) 

tiger aggressive person (positive sense) 

bottom dweller scavenger, freeloader ~ 

sheepish embarrassed 

mouse timid, shy 

_ — slow person 

idk teconaal — very slow person 

ham a show-off 
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pook worn 
ow koe 
doile 
hack 
weasel | . | 
weasel oul of (doing something) 
ghtew 
uechin 
chunk 
worm 
| kid 
/ dinosaur (derogatory sense) 
vellow-bellied lizard 


markey 
ies 


Dog Metaphors/similes & idioms/proverbs 





It’s a dog-eat-dog world 


I'm dog-tired 

work like a dog 

sick as a dog 

in the doghouse 

eo home and kick the dog 


let sleeping dogs sleep 

dog one’s trail (verb phrase) 
top dog 

underdog 


dog-eared pages 
hotdog 


corndog 
dog gone it! 










Metaphorical Proverbs 
Time is money 
The customer is king 


The Squeaky wheel gets the grease 
One rotten apple spoils the whole barrel 


Suck the marrow out of life 
Life sucks 
Cease the day 

| Don’t bite off more than you can chew 













&reedy person 
&nerous 

PErson who likes to re 
Crazy person 

dummy / idiot 

hustler 

avoider 

u 


ad a lot 


Se Cunningness to avoid 


Nagger, ¢ 
ntact > COmplainer (especially, about a woman) 
1¢-maker (especially used for children) 


dislik i 

. ed person or despicable, offensive person 
Owest, most-hated person 

human child 


very old person 
coward 


dummy / idiot 
small person (physically or in status) 


some responsibility 


Corresponding Meaning 


There are plenty of people in the world who will take 
advantage of you, if given the chance 
I’m really tired 


work extremely hard 
really, very sick 
out of one’s good graces 


relieve one’s stress or anger, by hurting an innocent 
person 


let bygones be bygones 
follow somebody blindly 
best person (at doing something) 


the weaker party in a competition; a person who is 
handicapped or at a disadvantage because of injustice, 
discrimination, etc. 


pages with one corner folded down 

(a) wiener/ frankfurter /sausage link on a bun 

(b) an exclamation expressing delight 

a wiener covered with cornmeal batter and deep-fried 
(instead of) God damn it! 










Corresponding Meaning 


Time is a precious/valuable thing. | | 
The salesperson should treat the customer with patience 
and humility. 

Noisy people get attention. 

One bad person in a group can have a bad effect on the 


whole group. 

Enjoy life to the fullest 

Life is hard to endure. 

Take the opportunities each day. 


Don’t try to do more than what is your capacity to do. 
) 








A. ‘Try your Hands on Using 
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‘Figurative Expression’ 


ressions from the list given below and complete the 


appropriate figurative exp 


Choose the most 
such as ‘have’ to 


sentences. (Minor changes, § ‘has’ are permissible.) 






























busman’s holiday hold a candle to poker face 
come home to roost red herring dutch treat 
lame duck roll out the red carpet eat crow 
pay the piper stick in one’s craw fish or cut bait 
play possum stick to one’s last french leave 

play the devil’s advocate hot water whistle in the dark 
have/has an ax to grind white elephant 






Example : 


see if it will hold water. 





The plan seems good, but let us examines it further to 
When the head of a friendly nation comes to confer with our Prime Minister we usually 
When the water resources of those states who are wastin g water run dry, they will see that their extravagance 
has 
Don’t ask eauiel whether you should switch from oil to 
Mrs. Bakshi should have called in a plumber instead of trying to ins 
The experience has taught her that it pays to 
You were warned that failure to change the _ 
did not listen. Now, you must 
For Rashid, a carpet-installer, the weekend was a(n) 

own home. 

The only survivor was the man who had the presence of mind to 


the raiders for a corpse. 
a good one, but let us examine it further to see if it will 


and point out some shortcomings 





gas heat. He sells heating sail he 
tall the washing machine herself. 





e oil regularly might cause irreparable damage, but you 





He installed new carpeting in his 


and was mistaken by 








The plan seems like 
We are fortunate to be living in a democracy, but let me 
of democracy. 

The sports car we bought last 
that 
lam more than a match for Sania in golf, but I cannot 
Our procrastinating allies give us only half-hearted support. Let us tell them now to , 


me 





year has already cost us a fortune in repairs. Let’s get rid of 





her in tennis. 





S$ 


Ruchi would not go to lunch with me until I agreed that it would be a/an 
Aabid earns less than others doing the same work. The injustice of this disparity has been explained 10 to 
him as a matter of seniority, but it continues to 








_ When my father saw the price tag on the dollhouse my sister wanted, he tried to interest her in a much 


less expensive doll carriage, but she was not diverted by that 


; _ hotel owner incurred a substantial loss when a guest who had stayed more than a week 
. Fr . . ; 
omher_______it was impossible to tell whether the letter she had just _— contained good 
or bad news. 


. It was 
predicted by the expert in the exit polls that the Bhartiya Janata Patry will win by a landslide. if 


they should lose, he will 
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9 Though beset with injuries, the party workers 


20. 


ay t : “ 
are. << | y thay are confident of victory, but we believe they 
if the MP is defeated in November, he Will be a/ 
a/an 


January. ne ttnlicived ‘ ——_—________Until the winner is sworn in next 
Replace the italicized words with a suitable fj 
gurative expressi 
on. 


gxample: 
‘jure to appoint Naved 
Your fa | iid er a head of the committee as you had ised, i 
and unacceptable to him stick in his craw. » 4s you had promised, is sure to be unbearable 


e introduced a matter whose onl 
Sh anil y purpose was to take the attentio h i. ij 
under discussion. n of the group from the basic issue 


The prisoner used to pretend to be asleep when the guards made thei d 
. , -_ eir rounds. 
This unwise decision may cause a great deal of trouble for us in the fut 
ure. 


Two employees were charged with taking th , 
9.58 A. M. Friday. 8 ihe rest to the day off without permission, after clocking in at 


Some people panic when things look bad; others put on a show of confidence to keep up their morale. 
ae ! 
My features are an open book. I do not have a talent for concealing my feelings 


Our bawyer has predicted that none of the charges against us will stand up under examination and 
scrutiny in a court of law. . 


It is all right to do minor repairs, like changing a furnace filter. or a water tap, but otherwise you should 
keep to the trade or profession you were trained for. 


Match metaphors of column A with their literal meaning given in column B: 





















A B 


(i) cuckoo the best person 
(ii) shrimp boss 

(iii) skunk a coward 

(iv) dinosaur a crazy person 
(v) urchin envy 


qa disadvantaged person 


(vi) crabapple . 
a trouble maker 


_{vii) big banana 


' (viii) couch potato an idiot 
(ix) shrew a small person 
(x)  yellow-bellied lizard a kind of eatable 
(xi) top dog a bitter person 
(xii) underdog a nagger 
(xiii) hotdog - a very old person 


qa chronic television viewer 


(xiv) turkey 
qa despicable person 


sour grapes 
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Words for Explaining Words 





ana 






abstract adj considered apart from material or 
specific instances; existing as a concept; not 


concrete 
Usage: Abstract words, like ‘honesty’ and ‘wisdom,’ 
denote things that do not exist physically. 
acronym noun word formed from the first letter or 
letters of other words 
Usage: NATO is an acronym for North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. 
argot noun language peculiar to a particular group 
or class; slang 
Usage: A ‘hit man,’ in the argot of the underworld, 
is a hired assassin. 
articulate adj capable of speech; able to express 
oneself effectively 
Usage: I wanted Mr. Singh to present our case, 
instead of Pramod Kumar, because he is more 
articulate. 
bell the cat idiom an unrealistic situation which calls 
for daring risk of putting one’s life/peace of mind 
or reputation at stake 
Usage: Asking the faculty to discuss this topic again 
‘s certainly something similar to belling the cat. 
plend noun word produced from parts of other words 
Usage: ‘Brunch’ is a blend, it is formed from 
‘breakfast’ and ‘lunch.’ 
carry coals to newcastle proverb to overdo 
something ; pile up, pile on, amplify, overestimate, 
overreach, stretch, overvalue, go too far, carry too 
far, overplay, overrate, exaggerate 
Usage: When they have already taken all the 
responsibility to raise the fund through the charity 
show, there is no point your carrying coals to the 
newcastle, 
catch-22 idiom a situation where one thing must 
happen in order to cause another thing to happen, 
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Words become of little importance if you do not know what they exa 
proper use of words and the way they can be used in d 
you must also take into account, the words that pertain directly to the wor 
words that directly describes the nature of words. Let us go through som 






ctly refer to. To know the 


erent contexts, for different purposes 
ds. There is a Set of | 


e of such words. 





but because the first thing does not happen {p, 
second thing cannot happen: a paradox in a lay 
ion, or practice that makes one a Victim of 


regulat 
: er what one does 


its provisions no matt 
Usage: If you don’t have a place to stay, you Cant pe 
a job and with no job, you can’t get an apartment, 


It’s surely a catch 22 situation. 






Note : Catch 22 is the title of a book by Joseph 
Heller about the experiences of an American pilot 





cliché noun overused expression; trite phrase: 


platitude 

Usage: Avoid the cliché ‘last but not least.’ Just say 
‘finally.’ 

concrete adj having a material existence, not abstract; 
tangible 

Usage: Concrete words denote things that have 
material existence, like ‘silk’ and ‘door’. 

crocodile tears idiom to show sadness that is not 
sincere; false sympathy 

Usage: Political leaders shed crocodile tears while 
allowing the underbelly Indo-Pakistan war (0 
continue. 

cry wolf idiom to ask for help when one does no! 
need it, with the result that no one believes him 
when help is genuinely necessary 

Usage: She had repeatedly rung the police for trivial 
reasons and perhaps she had cried wolf too often. 

dog in the manager idiom a person who keeps others 
from using something which he is not using himself 

Usage: The dog in the manager attitude of 
present boss is the butt of joke in the entire office: 

diatribe noun bitter spoken or written attack; ans 
criticism; denunciation 

Usage: Each candidate violently attacked the record 
of the other. They exchanged diatribe. 





amet noun word or phrase used to char 
ep on or thing, often disparagingly 
ers ; oa 
ge’ would you like being called g ‘bookworm’ 
ages | sae: lun 
[/s 4 ‘egghead’? Tam sure you would not enjoy 
‘hose epithets. | | 
pemism Noun mild expression substituted for one 
: , may be harsh or unpleasant 
(ha — 
ysage? ‘Passed away’ 1s Often used ag a e 
§ i. .* 
for ‘died. 
pitt column idiom any group of people who aid the 
enemy from within their own country 
usage: The fifth column was highly instrumental in 
bringing about the defeat to the country, 


fourth estate idiom journalism or journalists 


Usage: The real strength of any democracy lies with 
its fourth estate. 

glib adj having a ready flow of words but lacking 
accuracy OF understanding; superficial: shallow 
Usage: Monika often makes statements without 
bothering to check on the facts, and some people 
believe her. We must not let a glib talker mislead 
us. 

hoist by/with one’s own petard idiom if one is hoist 
by/with ones own petard, something that he did in 
order to bring him advantages or to harm someone 
else is now causing serious problems for him 

Usage: The government, who have made such a 
point of criticizing the opposition’s morals now find 
themselves hoist by their own petard as yet another 
minister is revealed as having an illicit affair. 


AClerize a 


uphemism 


irony noun humorous or sarcastic use of language, 
in which the intended meaning is the opposite of 
the words used 


Usage: When J arrived a half hour late, as usual one 
of my impatient friends said with obvious irony, 
‘Aren’t you a bit early?’ 

juggernaut noun anything that exacts blind devotion 


or terrible sacrifice, Jagannath; any terrible, 
irresistible force 


Usage: Everyone was highly impressed by his 
juggernaut. 


Note: In Hindu Mythology, Jagannath is an 
incarnation of the Hindu God Vishnu, whose idol, 
Ht was formerly supposed, so excited his 
"Worshippers when it was hauled along on a large 
“rt during religious rites that they threw 
themselves under the wheels and were crushed 













logorrhea noun excessive flow of words; 
lalkativeness; prolixity 
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Usage: It is 


hard to get ; 
a word th 
anyone in when you talk with 


afflicted with logorrhea. 


Maxim ; ; 
sang noun concisely Cxpressed statement of a 
&eneral truth or rule Of conduct: proverbial saying; 
adage 

Usage: 


Misery loves comp 
met 


any’ is a familiar maxim. 
aphor noun implied comparison using a word 
or “ASF } + 5 Ee 
phi ase With something or someone it does not 
Ordinarily go with 
Usage. ' 
“ih He flew around the bases’ is a metaphor 
e 


a it €quates or identifies the base runner with 
a Dird., 






note: Do not confuse metaphor with simile. A 
simile is a direct comparison containing ‘like’ or 


‘as’. Example: ‘he whizzed around the bases like 
a bird’ 


meétonymy noun (literally, ‘substitute naming’) 


naming a thing or person by substituting an 
associated name 


Usage: ‘City hall,’ in the sentence ‘city hall will ask 
for a tax increase,’ is an example of metonymy 
because it stands for ‘the mayor.’ 


open sesame idiom a very successful way of 
achieving something . 


Usage: A science degree can be an open sesame to a 
job in almost any field. 







Note : ‘Open Sesame’ are the magic words used 

by Ali Baba in the Tales of the Arabian Nights to 

open the door of the place where the thieves were 

hiding 

oxymoron noun figure of speech that combines 
contradictory terms 

Usage: Asked if she would stay for a second helping 
of pastry she said it would be a ‘delightful 
inconvenience.’ We were amused by the oxymoron. 

palindrome noun any word, phrase, or sentence that 
reads the same backward or forward 

Usage: One thing that ‘rotor,’ ‘level,’ and “gag’ have 
in common is that they are all palindromes. 

pejorative adj. having a derogatory meaning or 
effect; disparaging; downgrading 

Usage: As for the reporter who once called us 
‘mediocre’, our team never forgave him for that 
pejorative remark. 

pun noun play on words having the same sound but 
different meanings; play on different meanings of 
the same word _ 

Usage: The humorous spelling ‘Board of ecacation 
is one of the commonest puns of school children. 
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wok eee 


g what is necessary or 





redundant adj exceedin 
normil; superfluous; surplus 
fsage: In the following, the last word should be 


removed because it is rechancan. “My opinion is 
the same as Ray's s opinion.” 

satire noun use of ridicule to expose folly or abuse; 
literary work holding up human stupidity or 
wickedness to scorn 


sage? George Orwell's Animal Farm is apparently 


3 satire on totalitarianism in the time of Stalin. 
sour grapes idiom a scorning or belittling of 
something only because it cannot be had or done 
Usage: I] don’t think it's such a great job — and that’s 

not just sour grapes because I didn’t get it. 
shibboleth noun password, saying, or custom 
distinguishing the members of one group from those 









of another: slogan especially one that has lost ; | 
meaning; discredited doctrine lls | 
Usage: One shibboleth heard in World War lw 
that it was ‘a war to end war.’ Another was thar 
was ‘a war to make the world safe for seme 
the last/final straw idiom the last of a sequence of 
annoyances or troubles that results in a breakdoy, 
loss of patience, etc. that makes one fee] that he 
cannot continue to accept a bad situation any longe, 
Usage: He had been unhappy at work for a long time 
but the last straw came when he was refuse, 
promotion. 
understatement noun restrained statement in 
mocking contrast to what is warranted by the fact, 
Usage: Sheetal remarks that she was ‘Slightly 
bruised’ in the crash in an understatement. §}, 


suffered two broken ribs. 





EXERCISE 


A. Choose the most appropriate word from the list given below and complete the sentences. (Minor 


changes, such as ‘have’ to ‘has’ are permissible.) 


concrete 
maxim 
metaphor 
metonymy 


abstract 
diatribe (s) 
epithet (s) 


euphemism 
glib oxymoron 
palindrome (s) 


irony 


Example: 





acronym 
argot 
articulate 
blend 
cliché 


pejorative 

pun (s) 
redundant 
satire 
shibboleth 
understatement 


It is hard to get a word when you talk with anyone afflicted with logorrhea. 


We were amused by the 
‘Brunch’ is a/an 
Avoid the 


If you say “He was fired,” you are using a/an 
A ‘hit man,’ in the 


oO NAW AW LD 


“Aren’t you a bit early ?” 


Asked if she would stay for a second helping of pastry she said it would be a ‘delightful inconvenience,’ 


_ It is formed from ‘breakfast’ and ‘lunch.’ 
‘last but not least.’ Just say ‘finally.’ 


Each candidate violently attacked the record of the other. They exchanged 
words, like ‘honesty’ and ‘wisdom,’ denote things that do not exist physically. . 


expression. 


of the underworld, is a hired assassin. 


The humorous spelling ‘bored of education’ is one of the commonest 
When J arrived a half hour late , as usual ,one of my impatient friends said with obvious _ a 


of schoolchildren. 


10. I wanted Mr. Singh to present our case, instead of Pramod Kumar, because he is more. 


11. “He flew around the bases” is a/an 
bird. 


12. One thing that ‘rotor,’ ‘level’ and ‘gag’ have in common is that they are all 
heard in World War I was that it was “‘a war to end war.” Another was that it was “4 


13. One 
war to make the world safe for democracy.” 





because it equates or identifies the runner with 4 
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ave material ¢5; 
; | +4, . a ; TLE CxAlstence, like 
would you like being called a ‘hookworm) oF £0 “egphead eC 
“ep head’ 


7] — ; 
those ————— AM sute you would not enjoy 
gonika often makes statements without bothering 
, ( Iet a/an ° 


to4ey a 
Sk* and “door” 


1 ¢] 
———lalker mislead ys. 
City Hall,’ in the sentence “City Hall w 


eck on the facts, and 





some people believe her. 


iN ask fora lax increase" 





a stands for ‘the mayor.’ isanexampleaf because 
I | as sar — 
wyjsery loves company” 18 a familiar 
NATO is alae ————"©r North Atlantic Treaty Organization 


George Orwell ‘s Animal farm is apparently a/an 


| ON totalitarianism in the al 
in the following. the last word should be removed because it is dailies 


~ eame as Ravi's opinion, ——________. “My opinion 15 the 


‘passed away’ is often used as a/an for ‘died’ 


Sheetal remark that she was ‘slightly bruised’ in the crash is a/an 


broken ribs. She suffered two 


Building Additional Onym Words 


Each incomplete word below consists of the root onym, meaning ‘word’ or ‘name’ plus an additional 
root. Selects that additional root from the following list, and insert it as in the example below. 


ADDITIONAL ROOTS MEANINGS 


a or an not or without 
anti or ant against or opposite 
crypto or crypt secret 

epi or ep for, upon 

hetero or heter different 

homo or hom same 

patri or part father 

poly many 

pseudo or pseud false 

syn with or like 





Example: 


Rich and wealth are synonyms. 


To conceal her identity in an age hostile to women author, Charlotte Bronte wrote under 


. the , Currer Bell. 


Pale and Pail are 
Love and hate are ; 
Someone just called but would not give his name. 


Top-secret projects are code-named. For example, the test 0 


Mexico desert was assigned the Trinity. 
f a father or paternal ancestor, 


(son of Isaac). 








Have you ever received phone calls? 


f the first American atomic bomb in the New 


like Me Dougal (son 
are names derived from the name 0 & 

of Dougal), Fitzpatrick (son of Patrick), and Isaac son . - | 
‘a words that have exactly the same spelling but different pronunciations and meanings, 


like row (to propel a boat by means of oars) and row (a noisy quarrel). 
he had many names. 








Zeus, the chief god of the Greeks, was____ 
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New Delhi, is named, and Pandit Nehpy ™ | 


9. 


C. 


— 
. 


ae we & 


10. 


lt. 


12. 


Bal Gangadhar Tilak 1s the person whom Tilak Nagar, 
of Nehru Place. 







Use each of the following allusions no more than once in completing the sentences below, 
carry coals to newcastle dog in the manger hell the cat : 
catch-22 fifth column cr acodile sede | 
fourth estate last straw hoist with one's OWN petarg — 
juggernaut open sesame OR 
Example: 
Those who ery wolf may find that people will not come to their aid when they may truly he ;, 
trouble. 


The expressions of regret al the party for the retiring executive were____——" The staff was glaq ty 


get rid of him. 
Dilip’s uncle and cousins are reporters, 
A professional degree after graduation is regarded by many as the 


We have all the ingredients for a feast at our house, so please bring no food. Why 
really have been a demotion for her. Is this the 


and he, too , hopes to join the_____— 
to financial security, 


? 





When Rosa didn’t get the promotion, she said it would 
truth, or just ? 

Why not let one of the standees 
a/an 
After sixteen consecutive victories batting second. India 
them for a 4—1 triumph. 

The cook’s fiery temper kept the famil 


them dared to 
The Nazis coordinated their surprise attack with acts of sabotage organ 





sit in the vacant seat next to you ? Surely you don't want to be 





ground to a half as the West Indies beat 





y members from complaining to him about the food. Not one of 





ized , so there was 


little effective resistance. 

The Budget Fitting Room was closed, so we 
Use Budget Fitting Room.” It was 
The accountant’s tenth lateness was the 


went to the other fitting room, where a sign said: “Closed, 





- the next day the employer sent him a dismissal 


notice. 
The arsonist trapped by the flames had never expected that he might someday be 





© 


16/7 





— eee 


: we = different kinds of English for different Purposes 
uerort continents such as US English, British | 


colloquialisms, or jargonized Engli 


structure at the cost of the news value of his news article. 


NEWSPAPER / HEADLINE ENGLISH 


Anews correspondent or a headline writer selects crisp and spicy words that are bound to catch 





that his readers relish the poignancy 
atter, metaphor to its fullest in their 
afford to use such flamboyant word 


—_— 


the reader's eye. You will also note one unique thing in the language of the headlines; they 
normally do away with grammar words like articles or auxiliary verbs. For instance if any headline 
reads: MOVE TO CREATE MORE JOBS, it actually means to convey: ‘The Government is planning 
to take some steps in order to create more job opportunity’. One more interesting thing to observe 


is the treatment of verb to denote time of the happening of any action, such as: 


=m A simple form of verb is used, e.g., PM INAGURATES THE HOSPITAL TODAY 


= Jo express something that is to happen in the time to come (future tense), normally to 
infinitive sentence structure is used, e.g., ACCUSED TO BE INTERROGATED 
Besides, newspaper headlines also use a lot of distinctive vocabulary. Here the selection of 
words is made meticulously so as to keep the text crisp and give it a sort of dramatic effect. 
Below given are some selected words and their connotations: 


aid noun & verb help 

Usage: Post accident, he gets about with the aid of a 
walking stick, 

Or, The centre is to aid the state government for the 
rehabilitation of the earthquake victims. 

axe noun & verb cut, remove 

Usage: The TY serials will be axed owing to a decline 
In popularity. 


Or, In view of the huge Joss, the management is all 
5¢l to axe the budget allocated for the staff 
Tecreational activities. 

back noun & verb support 


Usage: Left is to back the government in the 
Teservation quota bill. 


bar noun & yerh exclude, forbid 
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Usage: The dope scandal led him to being barred 
from participating in the Commonwealth Games. 
blast noun & verb explosion 


Usage: The civilians heard the guns blasting from 
across the LOC all night. 

blaze noun & verb‘fire 

Usage: Firefighters took almost six hours to control 
the blaze. 

boost noun & verb incentive, encourage 

Usage: The theatre managed to boost its audiences 
by reducing ticket prices. 

Or, The lowering of interest rates will give a much — 
needed boost to the economy. 

poss/head noun & verb manager, director 

Usage: | started up my own business and now I’m 
my own boss. 
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Or, I wish he’d stop bossing me around. 

clash noun & verb dispute 

Usage: There were violent clashes between the police 
and demonstrators in the Jantar Mantar and India 
Gate areas. 

Or, The government and the opposition parties have 
clashed over reservation quota for admission of 
students from ST, SC & OBC Category to institutes 
of Higher Education. 

curb noun & verb restraint, limit 

Usage: The government should act 
evasion. 





to curb tax 


cut noun & verb reduction 

Usage: Students and workers were out on the streets 
protesting against the cuts. 

Or, Let's cul our losses and sell the business before 
prices drop even further. 

drama noun tense situation 

Usage: The drama of anti-reservation protest by the 
junior doctors reached its culmination with police 
trying to quell their peaceful demonstration by lathi 
charge. 

drive noun & verb campaign, effort 

Usage: The latest promotional material is all part of 
a recruitment drive. 

Or, | am meant to be on an economy drive at the 
moment, so I am trying not to spend too much on 
travel and fun. 

hit verb affect badly 

Usage: Production has been badly hit by the extended 
hours of power cut. 

key noun essential, vital 

Usage: She is a key figure in the international fashion 
world. 

link noun & verb connection 

Usage: There is a direct link between diet and heart 
disease. 

move noun & verb step towards a desired goal 

Usage: Buying those shares was a good move taken 
by us. 

Or, It’s high time this company moved into the 
computer age. 

ordeal noun taxing or painful experience 

Usage: The hostages’ ordeal came to an end when 
security officials stormed the building. 

oust verb push out 

Usage: Police are trying to oust drug dealers from 
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their hide-outs in the city. 

Plea noun request | 

Usage: The victim's family made a plea in the | 
tO reopen the murder case. run 

Pledge noun & verb promise 

Usage: All the candidates have given pledges 1 
raise taxes if they are elected. 

Or, If you join the armed forces, you have to pledp, 
allegiance to your country. 

ploy noun clever activity 

Usage: There are various ploys that they can USe tp 
beat their opponents. 

poll noun & verb election/public opinion survey 

Usage: The media is carrying out rigorous Poll tp 
find out what the urban young generation think; 
about pre marital sex. 

Or, Half the people polled said they would pay more 
for environment — friendly food. 

probe noun & verb investigation 

Usage: The opposition demanded for a CBI probe 
into corruption case. 

Or, Police interrogated him for hours, probing for 

any inconsistencies in his story. 


Ot te, 


quit verb leave, resign 

Usage: I'll quit this job as soon as I get a better one. 

riddle noun mystery 

Usage: Scientists are trying their level best to solve 
the riddle of Saturn’s rings. 

strife noun conflict 

Usage: Twenty long years of civil strife have left the 
country’s economy in ruins. 

talks noun serious and formal discussions on an 
important subject usually intended to produce 
decisions or agreements 

Usage: Talks were held at Chicago about the fuel 
crisis. 

the go ahead/green signal noun approval 

Usage: They are ready to start but are waiting to get 
the go ahead/green signal from their head office. 

threat noun danger | 

Usage: The threat of jail failed to deter him from 
petty crimes. 

Or, Drunken drivers pose a serious threat to othet 
road users. | 

VOW noun & verb promise 

Usage: She.took a vow never to lend money to anyon? 
again, 
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is merely a puppet j . White paner noun ae nce. 
Ot aenment Hat} Ya pepPet in the mighty Sere, Own at official government report, 


ve Cspeci; 
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US AND BRITISH ENGLISH 


us English is quite csiterent from British English. A 
qumber of difference in vocabulary and spelling as 
american spelling is usually simpler. For exa 
_ye, end in - or and — er in American English. Fo 






art fr ‘ati 

: : sia difference in pronunciation, there are algo a 
ei as slight difference in grammar, 

mple, British English words ending in - our and 


r instance, ‘colour’ b 
. Sho kn a €comes ‘color’, ‘ 
enter’. There are some differences in individual words too suc 


american English. Below given are some US word 


centre’ becomes 


h as British ‘lift’ becomes ‘elevator’ in 
s with their British equivalents: 












British English 





US English 









Meaning 









@ antenna aerial noun a Structure made of metal rods/wires to receive/send out 


radio or television signals 
Usage: The antenna / aerial of the radio is broken. 











® apartment flat noun a room or suite of rooms to live in; esp., one suite in an 


apartment house 
Usage: They have a farm house in the village and a four bedroom apartment / flat in New Delhi. 








' a light carriage for wheeling a baby about, often with a 
partial hood that can fold back; perambulator. (Also baby 
buggy) 

Usage: I saw her pushing a baby carriage / pram down the street. 


@ baby carriage pram noun 










@bageaze §§ luggage noun the trunks, bags, etc. of a traveler, esp. when packed and 
being used on a trip; luggage 

Usage: Be cautious. Never touch any unattended baggage / luggage in any public place. 

® blow-out puncture noun & verb a hole made by a sharp point, as in an automobile tire, 
skin, etc. 

Usage: I need to change the tyre and tube of my bike it has had two blow outs / punctures in the last 

three weeks. 












: ile i assengers are carried for a fare 
® cab taxi noun automobile in which passeng 


Usage: We took a cab / taxi from the station to the hotel. . 
® candy sweets noun crystallized sugar made by boiling and evaporating cane 
sugar, syrup, etc. 


Usage: She as a child just loved candies / sweets of almost any flavour. , 
m or cupboard for clothes, household supplies, 














® closet wardrobe noun 4 small roo 


linens, etc. 
/ wardrobe is rather lacking. 


eet cake, usually flat and often crisp 









Usage: I sometimes strongly feel that my summer closet 


® cookie biscuit noun a small, SW ; 
° M Ss. 
Usage: We served the guests with tea and some cookies / biscu 
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@ diaper nappy noun cloth or fabric with a woven pattern of repeated Smal] 
figures, such as diamonds 
John Abraham when he was sll in diapers / nappies. 










Usage: | knew 
- @ drapes curtains noun cloth hanging in loose folds; esp-, drapery; curtain: usually 
used in plural, 
Usage: Heavy and loud coloured drapes / curtains that block the sunlight are not advisable for the 
patient’s room. 











e elevator lift noun a platform, cage, or boxlike structure suspended by motor. 
operated cables, for hoisting or Jowering people or things, 
as in a building or mine 

Usage: Take the elevator / lift to the eleventh floor. 





e engineer (on train) engine driver noun a person who operates OF supervises the operation of | 
engines or technical equipment 
Usage: He is working as an engineer / engine driver (on train) for the past eight years. 











@ eraser rubber noun a thing that erases, 4 device made of rubber for erasing 
ink or pencil marks, or a pad of felt or cloth for removing 


chalk marks from a blackboard 
ur mistakes with an eraser / rubber. 





Usage: If you draw or write in pencil you can always rub out yo 





e fall autumn noun the season that comes between summer and winter; fall: 
‘nthe astronomical year, that period between the autumnal 


equinox and the winter solstice 
Usage: Let’s plan our trip in the fall / autumn when there are fewer tourists. 


a device with a hand-operated valve for regulating the 
flow of a liquid from a pipe, barrel, etc.; cock 


Usage: It’s high time we stopped wasting water, make sure you turn off the faucet / tap every time you 


@ faucet tap noun 


use it. 
e freeway motorway noun a multiple-lane divided highway with fully controlled 
access, a highway without toll charges 
Usage: Because of the bad weather, freeway / motorway (driving) conditions are expected to be 
hazardous tonight. : 











® garbage rubbish noun spoiled or waste food, as from a market or kitchen, that 
is thrown away; any worthless, unnecessary, or offensive 
matter 


Usage: Mother forgot to put the garbage / rubbish out for collection this morning. 
















® gasoline 





petrol noun a volatile, highly flammable, colourless liquid mixtwe 
of hydrocarbons produced by the fractional distillation 
of petroleum and used chiefly as a fuel in internal 
combustion engines 


Usage: | am doubtful whether we should carry on with our drive as I’m a bit low on gasoline / pet ol. 






® hood ine Is 
bonnet noun a metal cover over the part of a car where the engin¢ ° 
situated | 


Usage: When I looked under the hood / bonnet, clouds of smoke poured out. 
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—_————eN oe 


le of pere sf 
OF persons, vehicles, ete. waiting as to be 


» Let's take some other route. there je. 
Usage: L.c t Lule, there Isa long line / queue Of tr ff; ; h 
ans en iol ale stretching down this road 
c panti —- hose tights noun 





z 


a lightly fitting p 

| half of the body, 

Usage: Because of her overweight physique she looks 
panti — hose. 


arment, with separate legs, for the lower 
worn by acrobats, dancers 
awful in her newly bought pair of tights / 










e round trip return noun a (rip to a place and back again 


Usage: On my Europe trip I got my tickets confirmed on the round trip / return basis 


e scotch tape sellotape noun a thin, transparent, cellulose adhesive tape 
Usage: 1 stuck the note ‘I'll be back by 9 pm’, to the door with scotch tape / sellotape. 


@ semester lerm noun cither of the two terms, of about eighteen weeks each, 
which usually make up a school or college year 
Usage: Her performance was quite good in the first two semesters / terms, which drastically declined 
due to her hazardous health problems. 


‘® sidewalk pavement noun a path for pedestrians, usually paved, along the side of a 
street 
Usage: The sidewalk / pavement was almost jammed with the local hawkers’ displaying their goods on 
it. 


any of various low frames or platforms on wheels, 
sometimes motor-driven, for carrying heavy articles, as 


in a warehouse 


@ truck lorry “oun 


Usage: We got stuck up on the ring road as the road was completely blocked by an overturned truck / 


lorry. 
a compartment in an automobile, usually in the rear, for | 
holding a spare tire, luggage, etc. 

nk / boot of my car for emergencies. 


® trunk (of car) boot noun 











Usage: | always keep the toolbox in the #u 






d of rest and freedom from work, study, etc.; time 


a erio 7 
reation, usually a specific interval in a year 


of rec 





® vacation holiday noun 





Usage: They went to Europe on vacation / holiday. 
the space or ground surrounding a surrounded by a 
building or group of buildings {often in combination); a _ 
plot of grass adjacent to a building, house, etc. 

hich they maintained pretty well. 


® yard garden “oun 


Usage: Their house had a small yard / garden in the front w 
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EXEROISE 





Try Hands on Using ‘Varieties of English Words’ 


What does each of the following words mean? Choose your answers from the words given jr 
box below, and enter them as done in the example, the 















tense situation investigation a deal in nuclear weapons 
expel dismissed subterfuge 

an underage boy or girl assign to positions move towards a desired gog 
request president / any chief official support 











Example: 

journo Journalist. 

J premier Sa eae 7, ploy ene, 
2. nuke deal Sete ® axed 

3. drama Sai mc 9. minor 

4. back ies ee 10. diploy 

5. plea $e 11. move 

6. 


oust ah 12. probe 


Replace the italicized British words / spellings with their corresponding US words / spellings in the 
following sentences: 


Example : 


We will have to take the stairs as the Jift is out of order. 
We will have to take the stairs as the elevator is out of order. 





Mr. Sharma had a puncture amidst his road journey to Haridwar. 

The MCD lorry carrying rubbish emitted noisome smell all the way long. 

Pass the guests some cookies. 

The travel agent asked whether I wanted to have one-way or return ticket as well. 
We had to call off our programme of going to watch movie this weekend. 

Mrs. Nath’s drawing room looked elegant with its heavy Victorian curtains. 
They will be leaving the country in the autumn. 

I think you need to update your wardrobe. 

The speed of my car may reach up to 100 km/hr while driving on the motorway. 
The water tank is almost emptied as she left the fap on. 

He looks weird in his fights. 

Only lavishly rich could afford the personal vehicle as the price of petrol is hiking day by day. 
At the centre of the hall was a colourful fountain. 

He booked a three bedroom flat for himself in the suburban area of the city. 

Put the frying pan on the stove. 


Explain what the following news headlines exactly mean: | 
Example; 


t 


Left parties back the government’s reservation bill 
The left parties give their full support to the reservation bill —— up by the government. 


Move to create job opportunities welcomed 
President heads rural development moves 
CBI probe demanded 

Go-ahead for power curbs in Delhi 
Meghna Patkar’s ordeal continues 
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ryday new 
and wonder W 
pecause YOu have not heard about the word b 
dictionary. | 
i does not, however, mean that the word you 
new contexts, New words prop up and with 
ysed and learnt. There are certain condition 
Let us learn some such words so that it 
come across new words. 


words register their pla 
hether or not it is the 


S 


cariogenic adj causing the development of Caries 
(tooth decay) 
Usage: Dentists advise brushing your teeth after 
consuming sweets because sugar is cariogenic. 
comestible noun & plural (literally, things that can 
be eaten up) edibles; food 
Usage: On hearing that we might be snowed in, I 
checked the comestible in the refrigerator, breadbox, 
and pantry. 
eleemosynary adj of, relating to, or supported by 
alms; charitable; philanthropic 
Usage: Most charities report a drop in the 
eleemosynary spirit. Contributions are down more 
than 20 per cent. 
extrapolate verb estimate or infer unknown 
information by extending or projecting known 
information 
Usage: By extrapolating from the current rate of 
population growth, we can tell the probable date by 
which the world’s population will have doubled. 
borge verb stuff (oneself); eat greedily 
Usage: If you gorge yourselves on the appetizers, 
you will have no room left for the rest of the meal. 
hawk noun person who advocates immediate firm 
action, including the use of force, to resolve 
Internation4l crises 
‘age: When a foreign nation took Indian Aircraft 
hostage and refused to set it free, the hawks in the 
Parliament favoured a military response. 
Ype noun exaggerated claims, especially in 
advertising: anything intended to mislead 
i The firm is still in business. Its ‘Going-out- 
Thain Sale’ last year was just promotional 


inter: 
“*ndiary noun person who maliciously sets fire to 


ef 


is easie 


S 


ha 


th 


0 


ce in the Engi 
Qlish v 
correct 4 Ocabulary. You often listen to a new word 


Per Stan 
dard English. You Cannot say for sure 


. ' 
and quite often yOu do not even find it in the 


are at work while forming new words. 


t for you to understand the proper meaning if you 


dwellings or other’s property; arsonist 

Usage: The fire started by accident. It was not the 
work of an incendiary. 

insomniac noun person suffering from insomnia 
(prolonged and abnormal inability to-obtain 
sufficient sleep) 

Usage: The new employee failed to get enough sleep 


not because he was an insomniac, but because he 
had a second job. 


_ interpolate verb insert between other parts or things; 


introduce 

Usage: I became suspicious when I saw the list again. 
A new name had been interpolated, and I was no 
longer fourth but fifth. 

misogamist noun person who hates marriage 

Usage: Hari and Garima are good friends but it is 
unlikely that they will marry because he is a 
misogamist. 

mortify verb humiliate; subject to shame 

Usage: Anita has not connected with the ball today, 
and it would mortify her to strike out again in full 
view of this crowd. 

polemic noun (from a Greek word meaning ‘war’) 
attack on or refutation of another’s opinions; 
controversial discussion _ 7 
Usage: Two of the guests had antagonistic political 
views, so we spent a good part of the evening 

‘stening to polemics. 

oreeipitation nou amount of rain, snow, steel, hail, 
etc., falling on an area ina specified period 
Usage: April’s record thirteen-inch precipitation has 

eservoirs, 

ror n prizefighter; professional boxer 

te . At the bell, the pugilist moved to the center 
— 0 ring and touched gloves. 
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scorch verb burn slightly, discolor! 
Usage: You will scorch the materia 


too hot. | ae 
3 a iqui or seemin 
subside verb become less intense, abate; wane ubiquitous adj existing B to gy; 


loring the surface appearance. on television; videogenic 
| if your iron is Usage: Adam’s telegenic personality woul 
im an i TV talk sh Make 
him an ideal host for a alk show, 


. F ig 
for the first minute or everywhere at the same time, omnipresent t 


Usage: The pain was severe the tim 
two and then, fortunately, began to subside. | Usage: Pollution tg ubiquitous, there seems t : 
telegenic adj making or likely to make a pleasing no earth that is free of it. 





Complete the spelling of each-genic word below by adding t 


EXERCISE 


Try your Hands on Building Additional “genic words’ 


The words ending in ‘—genic’, of Greek origin, appears in a growing number of scientific, medica], and 
technical words. Among its meaning are the following: 


‘producing,’ ‘inducing,’ or ‘causing’. 


For example: 


carcinogenic (cancer-producing), 


Chimney soot and the hydrocarbons in cigarette smoke are 
r ‘suitable for’, the sentence 


Similarly to indicate the sense of ‘produced by’ or ‘originating in’ © 
could be: | 
His illness had physical causes. It was not psychogenic (produced by mental factor S). 

You are photogenic (suitable as a subject for photography; likely to look good in a photo). 

he correct root from the following list. Note 


that one root could not be used more than once. 


San Ss Yh > 





. Youngsters who try 
. Low literacy rate, poor housi 


ROOT MEANING ROOT MEANING 


aero air or gas iatro physician 

chromo color immuno immunity 

cryo cold patho suffering or disease 
crypto hidden or invisible pyo pus 

pyro fire of fever sapro rotten 

gastro stomach SOCIO society 

hallucino hallucination thermo | heat 


hepato liver 


Example : 


Not all bacteria cause disease; some are non pathogenic. 


Dried smallpox virus is -genic. It protects us against smallpox . 

The -genic bacteria produce gas. 

The -genic (rot-producing ) bacteria in a compost pile hasten decay ? 
The -genic bacteria produce color. 

A(n)______——- genic disorder is hard to treat because vits causes are unknown. 


-genic anemia is caused by bleeding in the stomach . 


A. suggestible patient who misinte ician’ , 
=e rprets a physician’s words during diagnosis may develo 
“genic (physician-induced) symptoms. —* — 
Ice, dry 1Ce€, and liquid air are -2enic substances 
When infecti ‘1 
ctions bacteria attack us, the -genic substances they manufacture induce feve" 


. Staph bacteria are responsible for -g2enic 


(pus-producing) infections, like abscesses and boils. 
“genic physiological processes produce heat in the body. 


“genic drugs are not always aware of the risks involved. 


ng and high unemplo , | view 
that a good deal of crime is -genic aaa oumceine nian 


> 





-genic; that is, it is produced by a disorder of the 
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50 WORD SETS OF HIGH FREQUENCY 
WORDS 
(More than 3500 Words) 
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i we winbary aes 

saat lie Wan HOT al all abavhed by hier ¢ 

j ying F “t Spen 
lint ation 

jul were etlvadile, decrense, lessen 

_ futliet (han leaving iimediate| y, they waited 

' fhe stormy 10 dibate. (abatenient, Nj 

date yer shorten 

bhatt Hecaiie We Were Tuning Gut of time, the 
potted had (0 abbreviate her speech, 

aivticwll yerh PENOUNCE, BIVE Lp 

pager When Kdward VIL abdicated the British 
hone tomarry the woman he loved, he surprised 
ihe entire world, 

abduction noun kidnapping 

tage: The movie Apaharan directed by veteran 
director, Prakash Jha describes abduction being 
adopted as professionally managed business in some 
parts of the stale of Bihar, (abduct, N) 

aberrant noun abnormal or deviant 

vswge; Given the aberrant nature of the data, we 
doubted the validity of the entire experiment. 

abet verb aid, usually in doing something wrong; 
encourage 

Usage: She was unwilling to abet him in the swindle 
he had planned. 

abeyance noun suspended action 

Usage: The deal was held in abeyance until the 
amival of the CEO, 

abher verb detest, hate 

Usege: She abhorred all forms of bigotry. 
(abhorrence, N) 

abject, adj. wretched, lacking pride 

Usage: On the streets of New Delhi the homeless 
and the destitutes live in abject poverty. 

abjure verb renounce upon oath 

Usage: He abjured his allegiance to the king. 
(abjuration, N) 

ablution neun washing 

“sage: His daily ablutions are positively followed 
by Namaaz 

‘hnegation noun repudiation, self sacrifice 
“age: No act of abnegation was more pronounced 
ftan Ms Sonia Gandhi's refusal of the PM’s post. 


ahs 





heitieh ver cancel, out an end iG 

f Wee: Whether or no 
in India has been 4 | 
anid leginlature (abolition, ™) 

Shonttinable ad), detes | 
very had 


(to dholish capital gunishment 
ang ume dehate in the judiciary 


lable. extremely unpleasant. 


: lone — nena until he leamies 46 WSS 
deiet ce then she called 1m ae 
ote young man, with an abomimaitiz 

womanizing habits, 

aboriginal adj, & acun being the first of its Kind in 
a fegion, primitive, native 

Usage: Her studies of the primitive at forms of the 
aboriginal Indians were cegerted in the sciemific 
journals. (aborigines. Nj 

abortive adj. unsuccessful, fruitless 

Uiage, Attacked by armed tongs, the Chinese 
students had to abandon their abartive attemor w 
democratize Beijing peacetuily. (aber V) 

abyvade verb wear away by friction. scrape. mi ort 
ernde 

Usage: The sharp rocks abraded the skin on der legs. 
$6 she put iodine an her abrasions. 

abrasive adj, rubbing away, tending 1 gmc down 
Usage: Just as abrasive cleaning powders can wear 
away a shiny finish, abrasive comars can wear away 
a listener’s patience. (abrade, Y) 

abridge verb condense or shorten 

Usage Because the publishers feit the public wantect 
a shorter version of Jane Susten’s Pride And 
Prejudice, they proceeded to aordge the mae. 

abrogate adj. abolish, cance! or cepa bv muthorry. 
annul | 
Usage: He intended to abragate the decre= camiest 
by his predecessor. | 

sbseond verb depart secretiy ant hide 
Lsage: The teller whe abscumdest = ake anid 
went unarrested until someone — i a 
his photograph aired on. famous tele Slaw “Wut 
Most Wanted’. | ee ah 

snenlute adj. complete, taraily. a, 

absoint ee leur of Siam was am apnmadtete 
—— . Although the lam ¥ q 
L sage: . be id nor want 1 behets Ts snTcantteraLL 
vee without absolute evidence af Mer wnttge“ry. 
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absolve verb pardon (an offense) 

Usage: The Father Confessor absolved him of his 
sins. (absolution, N) 

absorb ver? assimilate or incorporate, suck oF drink 
up, wholly engage 

Usage: During the nineteenth century, America 
absorbed hordes of Immigrants, turning them into 
productive citizens. (absorption, N) 

abstain verb, refrain, hold oneself back voluntarily 
from an action or practice 

Usage: After considering the effect of alcohol on his 
athletic performances, the player decided to abstain 


from drinking while he trained for the race, 
(abstinence, N) 


abstemious adj. sparing in cating and drinking 
temperate 
Usage: Concerned whether her vegetarian son’s 
abstemious diet provided him with sufficient 
protein, the worried mother pressed food on him. 
abstract adj. theoretical, not concrete, non- 
representational] 
Usage: To him, hunger was an abstract concept; he 
had never missed a meal. 
abstruse adj. obscure, profound, difficult to 
understand 
Usage: She carries around abstruse works of 
philosophy, not because she understands them but 
because she wants her friends to think she does. 
abundant adj. plentiful, possessing riches or 
resources 
Usage: At his immigration interview, Ivan listed his 
abundant reasons for coming to America; the hope 
of religious freedom, the prospect of employment, 
the promise of a more abundant life. 
abusive adj. coarsely insulting, physically harmful 
Usage: An abusive parent damages a child both 
mentally and physically. 
abut verb border upon, adjoin 
Usage: Where our estates abut, we must build a 
fence. 
abysmal adj. bottomless 
Usage: His arrogance is exceeded Only by his 
abysmal ignorance. 
abyss oun enormous chasm, vast bottomless pit 


Usage: The speedily moving vehicle ful] of 
passengers fell down into the abyss claming lives 
of at least twelve people. 

academic adj. related to 
directly usefy] 

Usage: 
admis 


a school, not practical or 


The dean’s talk about reforming the college 
SIONS system was only an academic 


discussion; we knew little, if anything, would 
change. 

accede verb agree 

Usage: If | acceded to his demands for blackmaj), I 
am afraid that I will be the victim of future demang. 

accelerate verb move faster 

Usage: In our science class, we learn how falling 
bodies accelerate. 

accentuate verb emphasize, stress - 

Usage: If one accentuates the positives - eliminate 
the negatives, one may definitely wind up with ap 
over-optimistic view of the world. | 

accessible adj. easy to approach, obtainable 


The coming up of Metro Rails in New Delhj 


Usage: s accessible to the main 


has made many distant place 
city. . 

accessory 0un additional object, useful but not an 
essential thing | | 

Usage: She bought an attractive handbag as an 
accessory for her dress. (Also Adj.) 

acclaim verb applied; announce with great approval 

Usage: Sanjay L. Bhansali’s Black was acclaimed 
as the best movie of the year 2005. 

acclimate verb adjust to climate 


Usage: One of the difficulties of our present age is 
the need of travelers to acclimate themselves to their 


new and often strange environments. 

acclivity noun sharp upslope of a hill 

Usage: The car would not go up the accliyvity in high 
gear. 

accolade noun award of merit 

Usage: In Hollywood, an ‘Oscar’ is the highest 
accolade. Similar is a ‘Film Fare Award’ in our 
Bollywood. 

accommodate verb oblige or help someone; adjust 
or bring into harmony, adapt 

Usage: Manya always did everything possible to 
accommodate his elderly relatives, from driving 
them to medical appointments to helping them with 
paperwork. 

accomplice noun partner in crime 

Usage: Because he had provided the criminal with 
the lethal weapon, he was arrested as an accomplice 
in the murder, 

accord noun agreement 

Usage: She was in complete accords with the verdict. 

accost verb approach and speak first to a person 

Usage: When the two young men accosted me, 
apparently I was frightened because I thought they 
Were going to attack me. : 


accouter verb to outfit, equip, esp. for military 
service 
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- ED ET 8 yi 
4 ae ete ee 


| - ( S t S nh ep H 
Re phe Bye U WES GeCOu ered With the 


ee 


vi 7 : id 7 ’ § Mw a ’ best 
ae ihe sporting goods store Could suppl 
ih aq ntrementss N) . 

qc} 


yowth 
ran NOW B 
gece 


, Jncredase in the accretion of Wealth 4, 


ihe 


» 
acer antag 
: oe: You must pay the interest that hy 
jocrued on your debt as well as the prineip 
acerual, N) | . 
gcerbity now” bitterness of speech and temper 
Usage: The meeting of the United Nations Genera] 
assembly Was marked with such acerbity that 
informed sources held out little hope of reaching 
any useful settlement ol the problem of worldwide 
Human Rights Violation. (acerbic, Adj.) 
acetic adj. vinegary, extremely sour 
Usage: The salad had an exceedingly acetic flavor. 
acidulous adj. slightly sour, sharp, caustic 
Usage: Jamshed is unpopular among his co-workers 
because of his persistent sarcastic and acidulous 
remarks. 


irked 


rb come about by addition or natural Lrowth 


As 
al sum, 


acknowledge verb recognize, admit 

Usage: 1 do acknowledge that the Beatles’ tunes 
sound pretty dated even today. 

acme noun top; pinnacle 

Usage: Rani Mukherji’s success in her role in the 
movie, Black marked the acme of her career as an 
actor. 

acoustics noun science of sound; quality that makes 
aroom easy or hard to hear in 

Usage: PVRs are liked by music lovers because of 
their fine acoustics. 

acquiesce verb assent, agree without protesting 

Usage: Although she appeared to acquiesce to her 
employer’s suggestions, I could tell she had 
reservations about the changes they wanted to make. 
(acquiescence, N; acquiescent, Adj.) 

acquire verb obtain; get 

Usage: He was determined to acquire education 
despite his master’s efforts to prevent his doing so. 

acquittal noun deliverance form a charge 

Usage: His acquittal by the jury surprised those who 
had thought him guilty. (acquit, V) 

acrid adj. sharp, bitterly pungent 

Usage: The acrid odor of burnt gunpowder filled 
the room after the pistol had been fired. 

{crimonious adj. bitter in words or manner 
mid The candidate attacked his opponent in highly 

rimonious terms. (acrimony, N) 





NS een, ' cg 
sero ~———.. {ABASH - ADROIT) Mi 157 
Ag j —— 
U ‘phobia noun feat of heights 
+Sage: As a bor | | 
Someone “a. wesman, he could even convince 
lor a life mey : had case of acrophobia to sign up 
Mership in a sky-diving club 
¢ club. 


WCU: 

i ‘fer ; 

état al ad). calculating pertai , som ot ue. eee, 2 
SUA ISties oY hing to insurance 


Usape: 
Sdpre: According to re 


ry rt, Cent actuarial tables, life 
expectancy jg oe ial tables, life 


apn, loday than it was a century 
actuate yp 
. erly Motry; ‘ : a : 
ale; to put into atic ¢ 
Usage: If: p ) action or motion 


Ul to understand w 
ee Sl hat actuated you to rep! 
lo this letter SO nastily fed you to reply 


acuity noun shar 


etn pness; keenness, (as of thought 
Vision) , (as of thought or 


Usage: His ; 
i: ee His acutly towards business compelled him 
B!ve up his education and give vent to his 
entrepreneurial aspirations. 


acumen noun mental keenness 


Usage: His business acumen helped him succeed 
where others had failed. 

acute adj. quickly perceptive, keen, brief and severe 

Usage: The pangs of ceute pain in her stomach 
compelled her to visit the doctor. 

adage noun wise saying, proverb 


Usage: There is much truth in the old adage about 
fools and their money. 


adamant adj. hard, inflexible 

Usage: Sanjeev Kumar who played Thakur in the 
superhit movie , Sholay, portrayed the part of a 
revenge-driven man, adamant in his determination 
to punish the criminals who had caused his family 
to perish. (adamancy, N) 

adapt verb alter, modify 

Usage: Some species of animals have become extinct 


because they could not adapt to the changing 
environment. 


addendum noun an addition or supplement 

Usage: As an addendum to the committee let me 
point out that the management has moved to appoint 
Krishnamurthy and Anand to the finance committee. 

addiction noun compulsive, habitual need 

Usage: His addiction to drugs caused his friends 
much grief, 

addle verb muddle, drive crazy, become rotten 

Usage: This idiotic plan is confusing enough to addle 
anyone. (addled, Adj.) 

address verb direct speech to, deal with or discuss 

Usage: The politicians frequently visit rural belts of 
the country to address the masses when the elections 
are approaching. | 

adept ad. expert al; highly skilled 
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Poor) She was adepe atthe fine art of irrdiating 
panple. (Alsa, N) 

witha yrds stick, fasten 

P veges Come what may, he will adhere to his 
sanviction, (adhesion, N) 

siherent noun supporter, follower 

Pvage: In the wake of the scandal, the MP’s 
one-time adherents quickly deserted him, 


reljacent adj, adjoining, neighbouring, close by 


{'sage: Pushpa’s best friend Jessica lived only four 


houses down the lane, quite close but not 
immediately adjacent. 
adjunct noun something added on or attached 
(generally non essential or inferior) 
Usage: Although I don’t absolutely need a second 
computer, I plan to buy a laptop to serve as an 
adjunct to my desktop model. 


be 


a 


wdnionish verb warn, reprove 

Usage: He admonished his students to change the: 
wicked ways, (admonition, N) ‘ 

udmonition noun warning 


Usage: After the student protesters repeated 
rejected security personnel’s admonitions the 
government issued an ultimatum; either the Students 
would end the demonstration at once or the Soldier 
would fire on the crowd. - 

adorn verb decorate; add beauty, splendor, o, 
distinction to something 

Usage: Wall paintings and carved statues adorneg 
the ancient temple. (adornment N) 

adroit adj. skillful 

Usage: His adroit handling of the delicate situation 
pleased his employers to such an extent that they 
gave him mid term increment. 
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ajulatton aout Blatter ¥, aduuination 

jee The POTTACIANS thrived On the ady 
pix SOUPS and Ves men. adulate, \) 
ahleer a yer? make tnpure by adding interior or 
sai awed suUdStANCSS 

cage: Was a etime to adulterate foods Without 
sapeming the buyer, When consumers leamed o ; 
de adulteration of their favourite mango ice by 
ening it with water, they protested vigorously 
ganlRradon. N) ° 
,avenk Rowt amival 

range: Most villagers are still unaware of the odvenz 
ofthe Computer Age with meteoric rise in Software 
Technologies. 

sdventitiows ag). accidental, causal 

twee: He found tus edverfitiews meeting with his 
fiend extremely fortunate. 

alversary noun Opponent. enemy 

sage: The young businessman strugvied to defest 
bis business adversary through his inaewative 
sratemes, (Also Ad.) 

adverse agp. unfavourable, aosiie 

Usage: The recession bad 2 hiehly adverse ctiact or 
father’s mvestment portfolio: he lost so mach sone 
hat he could no longer afford bis Mexcsaes. 
adversity noun poverty, mistocume 

(sage: We must leam to meet adversify a5 oer 
aS we Welcome good luck 

advecaey noun support. active phere ei 
something's behalf 


(sage: No threats could dissuadiz bin oumk Ts 


advocacy of the human cighes of tinal ciszsms <t 


his country. 
at orate yerb urge, plead for 
Coage: The Pakistani abolitioniscs adbucuted ‘Sie 
iteedom of Indian War Prisoners. (Also | 
aerie noun nest of a large bird of prey (gayi. Tas. 
Usage: The mother agile swonrped diowd Ti ie 
unwitting rabbit and sah ot OF te ber gerte ng 
he Rocky Mountains. a 
aesthetic adj. artistic, dealing wit on cape 
aPPTeCiation of che beautiful 


ae 


adj. easily | 
_ Yd: Sa8ily approachable, warmly, frenzy 


a 


Ney I | : 
His affable attitude makes him adorable 


affected ag; ance: | 
“td adj. artificial. pretended. essed 22 onter 
© Impress 
Usee Hix “ — 
wie eae ected ammerismes do nein bat bore 
S Mends and associates (afscuation W 
affulavit ane ox od 
. ee a Tete ree Ts 2 Zi 
i. Witien stems sce ander saiit 
tSege: The court refesed w accesr Gan seenement 
unless be presesend i in the fon of a efiadeos 
x a tees. 
SHANG mou Riis asocieos wit 
age: Hits afieses with Ge adicical cece ees a 
Oi Garimes for ke scam Geers wk as 


Ld Teel - © ie a ce 
S.cDCTY Meee SSC 2 eo Tere of emai: 


wey: Se it a ees wet: al wi eee a 
Gun Sa Ghet dhe ms wee ee ee. 
SS TTMI naw AOS SSE CON 


Solem pistes Ew ame win ceses Ip a ee ati 
ae: Desa Das aes 
brs uncGner Sal spsrectst ie est see on 2 cee 
wet ns Scien 

o> were Fes, BREC, BOC 

ae “Sai he SES TES rE SS a 
far thew Tabs We Ce BL 380 Te See 

fe offic oe 

etictin war Sit I USTs. ne afer 


OY ups exer: ify TRE mix no he afin. Seas 
ied! up Beer ur it Saris oS Se 


Mien Wwe SIA woul. | 
> paeeg NT AS TST RANI Ty often: 
ant (n> at Dt SASee. Kipgee ce of uit 
gtr yew rp, iter. Seem A 
iss | | 
ike gan dt se SE he een ree 
Ci ieageet TEES 
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, noun consequences, outcome, upshot 
around the world wondered what the 
a's violent suppression of the 


aftermat! 
Usage: People 
aftermath of Chin 
student protests would be. 


agenda noun items of business to be discussed at a 


meeting 
Usage: The Board of Directors had so much difficulty 
agreeing upon an agenda that there was very little 
time of the meeting. 
agent noun means or instrument, personal 
representative, person acting in an official capacity 
Usage: In European countries there are agents who 
take the responsibility of getting the work of 
budding writers published through renowned 
publishing houses and in turn charge hefty amount 
as their commission. 
agglomeration moun collection, heap 
Usage: It took weeks to assort the agglomeration of 
miscellaneous items mother had collected on her 
trip. 
aggrandize verb increase or intensify 
Usage: Our post independence history illustrates how 
the full majority ruling party in a democracy like 
ours may aggrandize its power to act aggressively 
in all affairs without considering the wishes of the 
opposition parties. 
aggregate verb gather, accumulate 
Usage: With the boom in share market, stakeholders 
aggregated great wealth in short periods of time. 
(aggregation, N) 
aggressor oun attacker 
Usage: Before you punish both the boys for fighting, 
see whether you can determine which one was the 
aggressor. 
aghast adj. horrified; feeling great horror or dismay 
Usage: He was aghast at the nerve of the speaker 
who had insulted his host. 
agility noun nimbleness 
Usage: The agility of the acrobat amazed and thrilled 
the audience. 
agitate verb stir up, disturb 
Usage: Her fiery remarks agitated the already angry 
mob. ™ 
genes ane ‘s skeptical of the existence 
cise pita o OF “ mltisnate reality 
disprove the inlaen * =r perme a 
know. (Also Adj.) mene Spy Jost can't 


agrarian adj aining | 
g n adj. pertaining to land or its cultivation 


Usage: The country is gradually losing its agrariqy 
occupation and turning more and more to gy 
industrial point of view. 

alacrity nour cheerful, promptness 

Usage: The students from different parts of tho 
country gathered in the NCC Camp were raring tg 
get off to the mountains; they packed up their 
trekking sticks and climbed into the van with 
alacrity, 

alchemy noun medieval chemistry . 

Usage: The changing of baser metals into gold Was 
the goal of the students of alchemy. (alchemist, N) 

steve noun nook, small, recessed section of a room 

Usage: Though their apartment lacked a tull-scale 
dining room, an alcove adjacent to the living room 
made an adequate breakfast nook for the young 


couple. 
assumed name 


alias noun an 
Usage: Pappu Bhai alias Diwakar Shrivastava was 
charged for the crime. (Also Adv.) 


verb make hostile, separate 


alienate 
nate the two friends failed 


Usage: Her attempts to alte 
because they had complete faith in each other, 


alimentary adj. supplying nourishment 

Usage: The alimentary canal in our bodies Is so 
named because digestion of foods occurs there. 

alimony noun payment by a husband to his divorced 
wife (or vice versa) 

Usage: Mrs. Panda was awarded Rs. 8000 monthly 
alimony by the court when she was divorced from 
her husband. 

allay verb calm, pacify 

Usage: The crew tried to allay the fears of the 
passengers by announcing that the fire had been 
controlled. 

allege verb state without proof 

Usage: Although it is alleged that she has worked 
for the enemy, she denies the allegation and, legally. 
we can take no action against her without prod. 
(allegation, N) 

allegiance noun loyalty 

Usage: Not even a term in prison could shake 
Loknayak, Shri Jay Prakash Narayan’s allegiance 
to the Janata Party, the political party he had helped 
to found. 


allegory noun story in which characters are used ® 
symbols, fable 
y at ae | 
Usage: Pilgrim’s Progress written by John Bunya 
is an allegory of the temptations and victories © 


ig92"'s soul. (allegorical, Adj.) 


a 







oa : + f ‘ 
~~ orb relieve; to make less 


the Medicine 
AUCH s pain. | 

aif | ® pains in 
gd does not, they will have to use stronger drugs 
tort” noun repetition of beginning sound in 
a 


; 


ir) : 
e “The furrow followed free” js 


an CXample of 
spineration- oo 
allocate noun assign, iy | - a * Specific purpose 
sage: Even though . ed TOs had allocated 4 
arge Sum for relief of the sufferers of the disaster, 
any people perished. 
jlloy nown & mixture (as of metals ) 
sage: Alloys of gold are used more frequently than 
ihe pure metal. 
alloy yerb mix, make less pure, lessen or moderate 
visage: Our delight at the Indian Cricket Team’s 
victory Was alloyed by our concern for Sachin 
Tendulkar, who injured his pitching arm in the 
match. 
allude verb refer indirectly 
Usage: Try not to mention failure in Shashank’s 
presence because he will think you are alluding to 
otherwise ‘below expectation’ career growth, with 
his family members. 
allure verb entice, attract 
Usage: Allured by the songs sung by Sonu Nigam, 
the audience of the concert unanimously cried, 
“Once More, once more”. (Also N) 
allusion noun indirect reference 
Usage: When Amrendra said to the ticket scalper, 
“One hundred bucks? What do you want, a pound 
of flesh?” He was making an allusion to 
Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice. 
aloft adv. upward; for above the ground, flying 
Usage: The sailor climbed aloft into the rigging. To 
get into a loft bed, you have to climb aloft. 
aloof adj. apart, reserved 
Pl : Shy by nature, she remained aloof while all 
© Test conversed. 
altercate verb quarrel, dispute noisily or in a heated 
Manner . 
“age: In that hot-tempered household, no meal oe 
‘Me to a peaceful conclusion, the inevitable 
reating might even end in blows. (altercation, N) 


ltrintes: 
wines adj. unselfishly generous, concerned for 
NMMers “a 


4rd to bear. 
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ADULATION ~ AMEND) i 161 
iding tutorj 
arships for seid 


disady 
“eCVantaged 

0 
Performed ~~ 


WMalparn 


Usage: |p Proy 
Scho! al assistance and college 
reds of economically 
en Professor Shrivastava 
| MWY altruistic deed. (altruism, N) 
tet voxel 
ale perh Combine, ur 
, 4 
; Che student unions 
'€ Country will 


lite in one body 
of various colleges across 


Pt to amalgamate their groups 
y. 


i attem 
nto one National bod 


amass yer} collect 


Usage ‘ ‘ 
much The miser’s aim is to amass and hoard as 
Wealth as possible. 
ambidextrous 7); 
S adj. capable of using ei 
using e 
equal ease g either hand with 


Usa : , ‘ ; 
ge A switch-hitter in baseball should be naturally 
ambidextrous. 


ambic } 
mbience noun environment, atmosphere 


eo went to the restaurant not for food but 
soul-soothing ambience. 

ambiguous adj. unclear or doubtful in meaning 
Usage: The tourist guide’s ambiguous instructions 
misled his clients ; they did not know which road to 
take in the Safari. (ambiguity, N) 

ambivalence noun the state of having contradictory 
or conflicting emotional attitudes 

Usage: Torn between loving her parents one minute 
and hating them the next, she was confused by the 
ambivalence of her feelings. (ambivalent, Adj.) 
amble noun moving at an easy pace 

Usage: When she first mounted the horse, she was 
afraid to urge the animal to go faster than a gentle 
amble. (Also N) 

ambulatory adj. able to walk, not bedridden 
Usage: Doctors in the hospital said that my father 
was a highly ambulatory patient; not only did the 
refuse to be confined to bed, but he insisted on going 
for short walk in the mornings and evenings. 

ameliorate verb improve, make better 

Usage: Many social workers have attempted to 
ameliorate the conditions of children living in 
unhygienic slums and jhuggies. 

enable adj. readily managed, willing to be led 

was amenable to an 


hose he looked up to. 
enerally for the better 


dition, he left native 


am 


Usage: He 
came from t 
erb correct, change & 


to amend his con 
w Delhi. 


y suggestions that 


amend V 
Usage: Hoping 
village for Ne 
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amenities noun convenient features, courtesies 
Usage: In addition to the customary amenities for 
the business traveler—fax machines, modems, a 
health club-the hotel offers the services of a butler 
versed in the social amenities. 
amiable adj. agreeable, lovable, warmly, friendly 
Usage: In Little Women, Beth is the amiable daughter 
whose loving disposition impresses all who knows 
her. 
amicable adj. polite, friendly, not quarrelsome 
Usage: Harsh’s sister Minal is the hot-tempered 
tomboy who has a hard time maintaining amicable 
relations with those around her. 
amiss adj. wrong, faulty 
Usage: Seeing her frown, he wondered if anything 
was amiss. (Also Adv.) 
amity noun friendship 
Usage: Student Exchange Programs such as the 
Experiment in International Living were established 
to promote international amity. 
amnesia noun loss of memory 
Usage: Because she was suffering from amnesia, the 
police could not get the young girl to identify 
herself. 
amnesty noun pardon 
Usage: When his first child was born, the king 
granted amnesty to all prisoners. 
amoral adj. not moral 
Usage: The amoral individual lacks a codes of ethics; 
he cannot distinguish right from wrong. While the 
immoral person can differentiate right from wrong, 
he chooses to do something he knows is wrong. 
amorous adj. moved by sexual love, loving 
Usage: “Love them and leave them” was the motto 
of the amorous Don Juan. | 
amorphous adj. formless, lacking shape or definition 
Usage: As soon as we have decided on our itinerary, 
ba shall send you a copy; right now our plans are 
still amorphous. 


amphibian adj. able that lives both on land and in 
water 
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Usage: Frogs are classified as amphibians. (Also yy 
amphitheater noun oval building with tiers of sey, 
Usage: The spectators in the amphitheater Cheereq 
the gladiators. 
ample adj. abundant 
Usage: As Bhuvan saw ample opportunity to explore 
his real potential in a metro city like Delhi , he 
migrated once and for all. 
amplify verb, broaden or clarify by expanding, 
intensity, make stronger 
Usage: Chetan Sharma tried to amplify his standpoint 
in his presentation, but he was drowned out by jeers 
from his audience. 
amputate verb cut off part of body, prune 
Usage: When the doctors had to amputate the young 
man’s leg to prevent the spread of cancer, he did 
not let the loss of a limb keep him from participating 
in sports. - 
amulet noun charm, talisman 
Usage: Bollywood superstar, Shahrukh Khan.is seen 
with an amulet around his neck, even in public. 
anachronistic adj. having an error involving time in 
a story 
Usage: The reference to clocks in Julius Caesar is 
anachronistic as clocks did not exist in Caesar's 
time. (anachronism, N) 
analgesic adj. causing insensitivity to pain 
Usage: The analgesic qualities of this ointment will 
provide you temporary relief. 
analogous adj. comparable 7 
Usage: She called our attention to the things that 
had been done in an analogous situation and 
recommended that we do the same. 
analogy noun similarity , parallelism 
Usage: A well known analogy compares the body's 
immune system with an ‘army’ whose: defending 
troops are the lymphocytes or white blood cells. 
anarchist noun person who seeks, to overturn the 


established government, advocate of abolishing 
authority | 
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| ening be was an anarchist 


age ; R 
ps8 asa, the topman of Maoist Move aie 


gat! maintained he wished only to make ch 

Nep?* . tng multiparty gove Changes 
xisting Tnment and 

ia the ° ‘re] Not to 

i roy tenure y. 


py noun absence of governing body, state of 


A 
gsordet 


en The assassination of the leaders led to Period 
fis 


athema noun solemn curse, Someone or something 
‘ ed as a curse 


sage? The Ayatolla BONE! heaped anathema 
spon “THE great Satan, that is the Unite States, To 
ayatolla, “America and the West were anathema” 
Anathematize, V) 

ancestry noun family descent 


sage: David can trace his ancestry as far back as 
ihe seventeenth century, when one of his ancestors 
was a court trumpeter somewhere in Germany, 
(ancestral, Adj.) 

anchor verb secure or fasten firmly, be fixed in place 


sage: We set the post in concrete to anchor it in 
place. (anchorage, N) 


ancillary adj. serving as an aid or accessory, auxiliary 

Usage: In an ancillary capacity, Doctor-Watson was 
helpful. But, Holmes could not trust the good doctor 
to solve a perplexing case on his own. (Also N) 


anecdote noun short account of an amusing or 
interesting event 


Usage: The trainer cited several anecdotes to make 
the conversation interesting and comprehensible for 
the trainees. 


anemia noun condition in which blood lacks red 
corpuscles 


Usage: The doctor ascribes her tiredness to anemia. 
(anemic, Adj.) 
anesthetic noun substance that removes sensation 
with or without loss of consciousness 
Usage: His monotonous voice sounded like an 
“nesthetic; his audience was soon asleep. 
(anesthesia, N) 
snguish noun acute pain, extreme suffering 
Visiting the site of the explosion, the security 
oe almost wept to see the anguish of the 
ang a and their families. 
“T adj. sharp-comered, stiff in manner 

ws Me. Sinha’s features, though angular, Were 
“Hiously attractive, in a Vulcan way- 


e anonymo 
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» AN Roman m 
ytho] 
fire and of Metalworking 
Animate 
De tl adi lively, spirited 
Sage: Da: 
ine , deeb ste ex 
ated. 
he hides W - he Played in Mera Naam Joker 
ia Practically Tubber-faced | 
Vee _ foun active enmity | 
fe: He: 
€ incurred the animosity of the ruling class 


becay 

Se — 

animus he advocated limitations of their power. 
noun hostile feeling or intent 


Usage: 
e: The animus of the opposition leader became 


Obvious 
and j a all when he began to indul ge in sarcastic 
insulting remarks. 


annals noyy records, history 


8Y, Vulcan is the god of 


Pression were highly 


Usage: 
ge: In the annals of this period, we find. no 
mention of democratic movements. 


a 
"nex verb attach, take possession of 


Usage: Mexico objected to the United States’ 


attempts to annex the territory that later became 
the State of Texas. 


annihilate verb destroy 


Usage: The terrorists in their revenge tried to 
annihilate the entire population of the Kashmir 
Valley. 

annotate verb comment, make explanatory notes 

Usage: In the appendix to the novel, the editor sought 
to annotate many of the author’s more esoteric 
references. 

annuity noun yearly allowance 

Usage: The annuity he set up with the insurance 
company supplements his social security benefits 
so that he can live very comfortably for the rest of 
his life without working. 

anoint verb consecrate 

Usage: The prophet Samuel anointed David with oil, 
crowning him king of Israel. 

anomalous adj. abnormal, irregular - 

Usage: He was placed in the anomalous position “ 
seeming to approve procedures which he despised. 


anomaly noun irregularity 


Usage: A bird that cannot fly is an anomaly. 


anonymity noun state of being nameless or 


anonymous 
Usage: The donor 

to mention him by né 
ct his anonymuly. 


. } name 
dj. having 10 7 
qnonymous 4 ; fo ascertain the identity of the writer 
e 


of the sum asked the college not 
name; the dean readily agreed to 


respe 


Usage: She tri 
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active resistance 


antagonism noun hostility, | 
yt toward his 


Usage: Shekher showed his antagonis | 
new stepmother by ignoring her whenever she tried 
talking to him. (antagonistic, Adj.) 

antecede verb precede 

Usage: The invention of the radiotelegraph 
anteceded the development of television by a quarter 
of a century. 

antecedents noun preceding events or circumstances 
that influence what comes later, ancestors or early 
background 

Usage: Susi Bechhofer’s ignorance of her Jewish 
background had its antecedents in the chaos of 

World War. Il. Smuggled out of Germany and 

adopted by a Christian family, she knew nothing of 

her birth and antecedents until she was reunited with 

her family in 1989. 

antediluvian adj. antiquated, extremely ancient 


Usage: Looking at his great grandmother’s antique 
furniture, which must have been cluttering up 
her attic since the time of Noah’s flood, the young 
heir exclaimed. “Heavens! How positively 
antediluvian.” 

anthem noun song of praise or patriotism 

Usage: Let us now all join in singing the national 
anthem. 

anthology noun book of literary selections by various 
authors 

Usage: This anthology of science fiction was 
complied by the late Isaac Asimov. (anthologize, V) 

anthropocentric adj. regarding human beings as the 
‘center of the universe 

Usage: Without considering any evidence that might 
challenge his anthropocentric viewpoint, Hector 
categorically maintained that dolphins could not be 

as intelligent as men. (anthropocentrism, N) 

anthropoid adj. manlike 

Usage: The gorilla is the strongest of the anthropoid 
animals. (Also N) 

anthropologist noun a student of the history and 
science of mankind 


Usage: Anthropologists have discovered several 
relics of prehistoric man in this area. 


anthropomorphic adj. having human form or 
characteristics 


Usage: Primitive religions often have deities 
with anthropomorphic 
(anthropomorphism, N) 


anticlimax noun let down in thought or emotion 


characteristics, 
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Usage: After the fine performance in the firs, ap 
the rest of the play was an anticling,. 
(anticlimactic, Adj.) 

antidote noun medicine to counteract a poisoy " 
disease 

Usage: When Mrs. Chawla’s child Accidentally 
swallowed some cleaning fluid, the doctors 
administered her the antidote. 

antipathy noun aversion, dislike 

Usage: Rohan’s extreme antipathy for disputes keeps 
him from getting into arguments with fj, 
temperamental wife. Noise 1m any form j, 
antipathetic to him. Among his other antipathies 
are honking cars, boom boxes and heavy metal rock, 

antiquated adj. old-fashioned, obsolete 

Usage: Pushkar had grown so accustomed to editing 
his papers on word processors that he thought 
typewriters were too antiquated for him to use, 

antiseptic noun substance that prevents infection 

Usage: It is advisable to apply an antiseptic to any 
wound, no matter how slight or insignificant, 
(Also Adj.) 

antithesis noun contrast, direct opposite of or to 

Usage: This disaster was the antithesis of all that he 
had hoped for, and he fought it with all his strength. 

apathy noun lack of caring, indifference 

Usage: A firm believer in democratic government, 
she could not understand the apathy of people who 
never bothered to vote. (apathetic, Adj.) 

ape verb imitate or mimic 

Usage: He was suspended for a week because he had 
aped the principal in front of the whole school. 

aperture noun opening, hole 

Usage: She discovered a small aperture in the wall, 
through which the mosquitoes had entered the 
room. 

apex noun tip, summit, climax 

Usage: Bollywood star Kajol was at the apex of her 
career when she decided to tie knot with her co-star 
Ajay Devgan. 

aphasia noun loss of speech due to injury or illness 

Usage: After the automobile accident, the victim had 
periods of aphasia when he could not speak at all 
or could only mumble incoherently. 

aphorism noun pithy maxim; a short, concise 
Statement of a principle; adage 

Usage: An aphorism differs from an adage in that it 
is more philosophical or scientific. “The prope! 
study of mankind is man” is an aphorism while 


A ce a 





_. 


age's NO smoke without a fire” is an aq 


a 


eth 
aphoristtes Adj.) 


place where bees are kept 


age, 


apiary nou" M 
Although he spent many hours daily in the 


jsage 
[smh as seldom stung by a bee. 


apiary> he W | 
aplomb noun poise, wcerance 

sage: Mrs. Sethi's aplomb in handling potentially 
embarrassing moments was legendary around the 
office; when one of her clients broke a piece of her 
pest crystal, she coolly picked up her own goblet 
and hurried it into the dustbin. 

apocalyptic adj. prophetic, pertaining to revelations 
Usage: The crowd jeered at the street preacher’s 
apocalyptic predictions of doom. 

apocryphal adj. untrue, made up 

Usage: To impress his friends, Tanmoy invented 
apocryphal tales of his adventures in the big city. 


apogee noun highest point 


AMENITIES - APOSTATE) Ml 165 


for When the Moon in ils orbit is farthest 
orm the earth, it is at jts 


apogeal, Adj.) 
apolitical adj. having 
for political affairs 


en away 
¢ 
apogee. (apogean or 


an aversion or lack of concern 


Usage: It was hard to remain apolitical during the 
lraq War; even people who gencrally ignored public 
issues felt they had to take political stands. 


apologist noun one who writes in defense of a cause 
Or institution 


Usage: Rather than act as an apologist for the current 
regime in Beijing and defend its brutal actions, the 
young diplomat decided to defect to the West. 


apostate noun one who abandons his religious faith 
or political beliefs | 


Usage: Because he switched from one party to 
another, his former friends shunned his as an 
apostate. (Also apostasy, N) 
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apotheosis noun elevation to gOdhood, an ideal 
example of something 

Usage: The apotheosis of a Roman emperor was 
designed to inure his eternal greatness; people 
would worship at his altar forever, 

appall verb dismay, shock 

Usage: The human rights activists were appalled by 
the horrifying conditions in the city’s jails, 

apparatus noun equipment 

Usage: Firefighters use specialized apparatus to fight 
fires. 

apparition noun ghost, phantom 

Usage: In one of the finest of Shakespeare's 
tragedies, Hamlet, on the castle battlements, an 
apparition materialized and spoke to Hamlet, 
warning him of his uncle’s treachery. 

appease verb pacify or soothe, relieve 

Usage: Mona and Juhi tried to appease the crying 
baby by offering him one toy after another, but he 
would not calm down until they appeased his hunger 
by giving him a bottle of milk. 

appellation noun name, title 

Usage: In Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Macbeth was 
startled when the witches greeted him with an 
incorrect appellation. Why did they call him Thane 
of Cawdor, he wondered, when the holder of that 
title still lived? 

append verb attach 

Usage: When you append a bibliography to text, you 
have just created an appendix. 

application noun diligent attention 

Usage: Pleased with how well Narayan had 


whitewashed the fence, the landlady praised him 


for his application to the task. (Apply, V) 

apposite adj. appropriate, fitting 

Usage: He was always able to find the apposite 
phrase, the correct expression for every occasion. 

appraise verb estimate value of 

Usage: It is difficult to appraise the value of old 
paintings; it is easier to call them priceless. 
(appraisal, N) 

appreciate verb be thankful for, increase in worth; 
be thoroughly conscious of 
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Usage: bamestly appreciate the way you handy 
the entire situation. 

apprehend verb arrest (a criminal), dread, : Percejye 

Usage: The police will apprehend the culpri and 
convict him before long. 

apprehension now an anxious feeling of foreboding 
mental grasp; perception or understanding of: fen 

Usage: His nervous glances at the passersby op the 
deserted street revealed his apprehension, 
(apprehensive , Adj.) 

apprenticeship noun time spent as a novice leaming 
4 trade from a skilled worker 

Usage: As a child, Ramu had thought it would pe 
wonderful to work as the local blacksmith’ 
apprentice; now he hated his apprenticeship and 
scorned the blacksmith’s trade. 

apprise verb inform or notify 

Usage: When he was apprised of the dangerous 
weather conditions, he decided to postpone his trip. 

approbation approval; 
commendation 

Usage: Sneha looked for some sign of approbation 
from her parents, hoping her good result would 
please them. 


noun sanction or 


appropriate verb acquire, take possession of 
something for ones own use 

Usage: The real estate owners appropriated the lands 
that had originally been set aside for making 
children park. 

apropos prep. with reference to, regarding 

Usage: | don’t find your remarks apropos of the 
present situation. (Also Adj. & Adv.) 

aptitude noun fitness, talent 

Usage: The career counselor gave her client 4” 
aptitude test before advising him about the career 
he should follow. 

aquatic adj. pertaining to water 

Usage: prateek enjoyed aquatic sports such as scuba 
diving and snorkeling. 

aquiline adj, curved, hooked 

Usage: He can be recognized by his aguiline nos 
‘curved like the beak of the eagle. 


fit for growing crops 


- | APOTHEOg Se 
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ard states 
anti . af : sO 
sos pas vast acres of arable land ready fo; be 
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| : with power ; 
we noun a person p to decide a dispute, 
ar 


a Asan arbiter in labour disputes, 
the oo” bat 
itrary adj. capricious, randomly chosen, 
yrannical i, 

yisage? Tushar’s arbitrary dismissal angered him 
yell as his entire office staff members. 

rbitrator noun judge 

risage: AS the negotiating teams had been unable to 
reach a contract settlement, an outside arbitrator 
was called upon to mediate the dispute between 
union and management. (arbitration, N) 

arboretum noun place where different tree varieties 
are exhibited 

Usage: Walking along the tree-lined paths of the 
arboretum, we noted poplars, firs, and some 
particularly fine sycamores. | 

arcade noun a covered passageway usually lined with 
shops 

Usage: The arcade was popular with shoppers 


because it gave them protection from the summer 
sun and the winter rain. 


she has won 
fidence of the workers and the employers 


as 


arcane adj. secret, mysterious, known only to the 
initiator 

Usage: I doubt there was something arcane going 
on between them but am not sure what exactly it 
was about. 


archaeology noun study of artifacts and relics of early 
mankind 

Usage: The professor of archaeology headed an 
expedition to the Thar Desert in search of some 
extinct species of cactil. 

archaic adj. antiquated; belonging to an earlier 
period; ancient : 

Usage: ‘Methinks,’ ‘Thee’, and ‘thou’ are archaic 
words that are no longer part of our present day 
vocabulary. 
archetype noun prototype, primitive pattern 
Usage: The Brooklyn Bridge was the archetype of 
the many spans that now connect Manhattan with 
Long island and New Jersey. | 
archipelago noun group of closely located islands 
Usage: When the tourists looked at the map and saw 
the archipelagoes in the South Seas, they longed 


ar Sn etary 
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| , § so that historians n 
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ardey Ld 
, it = Intense, passionate zealous 
Sape: Te: a | 
£2 Team Leader’s ardor was contagious: 
all her fellow q | uily making 
a Cmonstrators were busily making 
— and handing out fiers, inspired by her ardent 
s1a8sm for the cause, (ardor, N) 


arduous adj. hard, strenuous; difficult to do: onerous 

Usage: Her arduous efforts had sapped ~ bres 

arta noun operatic Solo; an air or melody in an opera 

Usage: At the Metorpolitan Opera audition, 
Madonna sang an aria. 

arid adj. dry, barren 


Usage: The cactus has adapted to survive in an arid 
environment, 


lay be able to evaluate 


aristocracy noun hereditary nobility, privileged class 

Usage: Modern Nepalese have mixed feelings about 
hereditary aristocracy. We say all men are created 
equal, but we describe particularly outstanding 
people as natural aristocrats. (aristocrat, Adj.) 

armada noun fleet of warship 

Usage: Queen Elizabeth’s navy defeated the mighty 
armada that threatened the English coast. | 

aromatic adj. fragrant; having an aroma; sweet 
smelling 

Usage: These days the modern beauty clinics and 
spas are using aromatic herbs for facial and body 
massage. 

arousal noun awakening, provocation (of a response) 

Usage: On arousal, Papa was always grumpy as a 
bear. The children tiptoed around the house, fearing 
they would arouse his anger by waking him up. 

arraign verb charge in court, indict 

Usage: After his indictment by the Jury, the accused 
was arraigned in the Supreme Court. 

array verb marshal, draw up in order (troops for 


battle etc.) | 
Usage: His actions were bound to array public 


sentiment against him. | 
array verb clothe, adorn, dress in fine or showy attire 
Usage: 1 would like to array myself in my finest 
clothes before going out for the evening party. 
(Also N) 
arrears noun being in debt 


Usage: He was in arrears with his payments on the 


car. 
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of some monastic orders. (Also N) 


arrest verb stop OT slow down, catch someone's 


attention 
Usage: Slipping. the trapeze artist plunged from the 


heights until a safety net luckily arrested his fall. 
This ‘near-disaster’ arrested the crowd’s attention. 

arrogance noun pride, haughtiness 

Usage: Everyone dislikes her for her arrogance. 
(arrogant, Adj.) 

arroyo noun dry gully or ravine 

Usage: Until the heavy rains of the past spring, this 
arroyo had been a dry bed. 

arsenal noun storage place for military equipment 

Usage: People are forbidden to smoke in the arsenal 
for fear that a stray spark might set off the munitions 
stored there. 

articulate adj effective, distinct 

Usage: Sneh’s articulate presentation of the 
advertising campaign impressed her employers. 
(Also V) 

artifact noun any object made by human beings, 
either handmade or mass-produced 

Usage: Archaeologists debated the significance of 
the artifacts discovered in the ruins of Harappa and 
Mohenjodaro but came to no conclusion about the 
culture they represented. 

artifice noun deception, trickery | 

Usage: The Trojan War proved to the Greeks that 
cunning and artifice were often more effective than 
military might. 

artisan noun manually skilled worker, craftsman (as 
opposed to artist) 

Usage: A noted artisan, Prahlad was known for the 
fine craftsmanship of his inlaid cabinets. 

artless adj. without guile, open and honest 


Usage: Sophisticated and cynical, Boss could not 
believe that the new intern was as artless and naive 


as she appeared to be. 

ascendancy noun controlling influence, domination 

Usage: Leaders of religious cults maintain 
ascendancy over their followers by methods that 
can verge on brainwashing. 

ascertain verb find out for certain 

Usage: Make sure that you ascertain your present 
address in your upgraded resume. 

ascetic adj. practicing self-denial, austere 

Usage: The wealthy, self-indulgent young man felt 


oddly drawn to the strict, ascetic life led by members 
1 


ascribe verb refer; attribute, assign 

Usage: I can ascribe no motive of our Boss's furthe, 
action. 

aseptic adj, preventing infection; having a Cleansing 
effect. 

Usage: Hospitals may succeed in lowering the 
mortality rate as soon as they introduce asepy;, 


conditions. 

ashen adj. ash-coloured 

Usage: Her face was ashen with fear. 

asinine adj. stupid; silly; obstinate 

Usage: Your asinine remarks prove your lack gf 
knowledge in this particular area. 


askance adj. with a sideways or indirect look 


Usage: Looking askance at her questions, she 


displayed her scorn. 
askew adj. crookedly, slanted, at an angle 

Usage: When the famous film star placed his hat 
askew upon his head, his fans laughed amusedly, 

asperity noun sharpness (of temper) 

Usage: The Hospital Superintendent’s remarks, 
spoken with asperity, stung the media personnel 
who had assembled for the Press Conference. 

aspirant noun seeker for position or status 

Usage: Although I am a job aspirant ,] am not willing 
to accept the unjustified dictates of my ‘would be’ 
employers. (Also Adj.) 
aspire verb seek to attain, long for 

Usage: Because he aspired to a career in professional 
sports, Chetan enrolled in a graduate programme in 
sports management. (aspiration, N) 

assail verb assault; attack with arguments; begin 
working on (a task, problem, etc) with vigour and 
determination 

Usage: The new faculty was assailed with questions 
after his lecture. 

assay verb analyze, evaluate 

Usage: When the Board of Directors assayed het 
proposal, they found that it has some substance. 
(Also N) 

assent verb agree, accept 

Usage: It gives me great pleasure to assent to your 
proposal. 

assert verb declare or state with confidence: PU! 
oneself forward boldly 

Usage: The sales executive asserted that the quality 
of the product is better than any other products in 
the market. (assertion, N) 
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cessment noun evaluation, judgment 
ass 


sage: Your personality, communication skills and 
gelf-projection play an important role in the 
qssessment of your job interview. 

assiduous adj. diligent; done with constant and 
careful attention; persevering 

Usage: He was assiduous, working at this task for 
weeks before he felt satisfied with his results. 
(assiduity, N) 

assimilate verb absorb, cause to become 
homogeneous 

Usage: The manner in which the United States was 
able to assimilate the hordes of immigrants during 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries will 
always be a source of inspiration for other developed 
countries. 


assuage verb ease or lessen (pain), satisfy (hunger); 
soothe (anger) 


Usage: Don’t try to assuage your broken heart by 
indulging in alcoholism. 


assumption noun something taken for granted; taking 
over or taking possession of 

Usage: The young princess made the foolish 
assumption that the regent would not object to her 
assumption of power. (assume, V) 

assurance noun promise of pledge, certainty, self- 
confidence 

Usage: When the director gave the producer his 
assurance that the film shots were going on as per 
his expectation, the producer felt relieved. (assure, V) 

asteroid noun small planet 


Usage: Asteroids have become commonplace to the 


readers of interstellar travel stories in science fiction 
magazines. 


astigmatism noun eye defect that prevents proper 
focus 


Usage: As soon as his parents discovered that the 
boy suffered form astigmatism, they took him to 
the optometrist for corrective glasses. 
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the stars 
astral adj, relating to | 
Usage: She was amazed the number of astral bodies 


the new telescope revealed. | 
astringent ad). binding, causing contraction 
Usage: The astringent quality of the unsweetened 
lemon juice made swallowing difficult. aan N) 
astronomical adj. enormously large or extensive 
Usage: The government seems willing to spend 
astronomical sums on the procurement of 
sophisticated arms and ammunition. 
astute adj. wise, shrewd, keen 
Usage: The photographer was an astute observer, 
noticing every tiny details of her model’s appearance 
and knowing exactly how important each one was. 
asunder ady, into parts, apart 
Usage: A fierce quarrel split the partnership asunder. 
The two partners finally separated ruining their joint 
venture. 
asylum noun place of refuge or shelter, protection 
Usage: The refugees sought asylum from religious 
persecution in a new country. 
asymmetric adj. not identical on both sides of a 
dividing central line 
Usage: Because one eyebrow was set markedly 
higher than the other, Mr. Bose’s face had a 
particularly asymmetric appearance. 
atavism noun resemblance to remote ancestors rather 
than to parents, deformity returning after passage of 
two or more generations 
Usage: The doctors ascribed the child’s deformity 
to a case of atavism. 
atheistic adj. denying the existence of God 
Usage: Famous Bangladeshi writer Taslima 
Nasreen’s atheistic remarks provoked the Islamic 
bigots to issue a Fatwa against her. 
atlas noun a bound volume of maps, charts, or tables 
Usage: Embarrassed at being unable to distinguish 
Slovenja form Slovakia, Suresh finally consulted 
an atlas.. 
atone verb make amends for, pay for 
Usage: He knew no way in which he could atone 
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for his brutal crime. 

atrocity noun brutal deed 

Usage: In time of war, many atrocities are co 
by invading armies. 

atrophy noun a wasting away, esp. of body tisg 
an organ, etc. or the failure of an organ 

Usage: Polio victims need physiotherapy to Preven 
the atrophy of affected limbs. (Also V) 

attain yerb achieve or accomplish, gain 

Usage: He laboured day and night to attain hic sel 
goal. 

attentive adj. alert and watchful, considerate, 
thoughtful 

Usage: Spellbound, the attentive audience watcheq 
the final game of the tennis match, never taking theiy 
eyes off the ball. 

attenuate yerb make thin, weaken 

Usage: By withdrawing their forces, the generals 
hoped to aftenuate the enemy lines. 


MMittey 


Ue, 


attest verb testify, bear witness 

Usage: Having served as a member of the Bar 
Council, he could attest that our system of indicting 
individuals is in need of improvement. 

attribute noun essential quality 

Usage: One of his outstanding attributes was his 
team management skill. 

attribute verb ascribe, explain 

Usage: | attribute Nandita Das’s success in art aud 
culture to the encouragement she received from he! 
father, the famous painter, Jatin Das. 

attrition nown gradual decrease in number, reducti” 
in the work force without firing employees; wearily 
away of opposition by means of harassment 

Usage: The company suffered from attrition of staf 
due to its stern HR policy. 

atypical adj. not normal 

Usage: The child psychiatrist reassured Mrs. Shari? 
that playing doctor was not atypical behavior for’ 
child of young Aryan’s age. 

audacious adj. daring, bold 


7 


" a ydiences cheered as the gymnast made his 
(sas death-defying leap. (audacity. N) 
yild - examination of accounts 
i 
A when the bank examiners arrived to hold 
+.a0k « M + | 
je" anual audit, they discovereg the 


he aalements of the chief cashier. (Also v) 
m 


ord? dj pertaining to the sense of hearing 
yor 

saa Granny suffered from auditory hallucinations 
(ee sald hardly hear what we said. | 


she 0" 
«ment verb increase, add to 
2Ue 


rage? She joined the gym classes to augment her 
-ffective seli-projection. 

qugury noun omen, prophecy 

sage? He interpreted the departure of the birds as 
an augury of evil. (augur, V) 

august adj. impressive; majestic 

usage: I took the pride to give presentation for my 
company before the august audience. 

aureole noun sun’s corona, halo 

Usage: Many medieval paintings depict saintly 
characters with aureoles around their heads. 
auroral adj. the dawn ( from the Roman Mythology 
the goddess of dawn: identified with the Greek 


_ Eros), pertaining to the aurora borealis 


Usage: The auroral display was particularly 
spectacular in the evenings in the coastal areas. 

auspicious adj. favouring success 

Usage: With favourable weather conditions, it was 
an auspicious moment to set sail. 

austere adj. forbiddingly stern, severely simple and 
unornamented 

Usage: The headmaster’s austere demeanor tended 
to scare off the more timid students, who never 
Visited his study willingly. 

authenticate verb prove genuine 

Usage:' An expert was needed to authenticate the 
original Van Gogh painting, distinguishing it from 
Its imitation. 

authoritarian adj. subordinating the individual to 
the state 

Usage: After years of submitting to the will of her 
authoritarian father, Elizabeth Barrett ran away 
from home with the poet Robert Browning. 
authoritative adj. having the weight of authority; 
peremptory and dictatorial 

Usage: Impressed by the young researcher’s well- 
documented presentation, we accepted her analysis 
of the experiment as authoritative. 

autocratic adj. having absolute, unchecked power, 
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dictatorial 


unchecked. 


automaton noun mech 


anism that im; 
en mitates actions of 


Usage: Long before science fiction readers became 
aware of robots, writers were presenting stories of 
automatons who could outperform men. 

autonomous adj. self-governing 


Usage: Although the Jawaharlal Nehru University 
popularly known as JNU follows the guidelines of 
the UGC, in many ways it is autonomous, for it 
runs several programmes that are not subject to 
outside control. (autonomy, N) 


autopsy noun examination of a dead body, post- 
mortem 

Usage: The medical examiner ordered an autopsy to 
determine the cause of death. (Also V) 

auxiliary adj. helper, additional or subsidiary 

Usage: To prepare for the emergency, they built an 
auxiliary power station. (Also N) 

avalanche noun great mass of falling snow and ice; 
any large, overwhelming quantity that comes 
suddenly 

Usage: The park ranger warned the skiers to stay on 
the main trails, where they would be in no danger 
of being buried beneath a sudden avalanche. 

avarice noun greed for-wealth 

Usage: King Midas is a perfect example of avarice, 
for he was so greedy that he wished everything he 
touched would turn to gold. 

avenge verb take vengeance for something (or on 
behalf of someone) 

Usage: Hamlet vowed he would avenge his father’s 
murder and punish Claudius for his horrible crime. 

averse adj. reluctant, disinclined 

Usage: The reporter was averse to revealing the 
source of his information. 

aversion noun firm dislike 

Usage: After having an experience of the heights of 
male chauvinism in her college, Sangita developed 
a kind of aversion towards all her male classmates. 

avert verb prevent, turn away 

Usage: She averted her eyes from the dead cat on 
the highway. 

aviary noun enclosure for birds 

Usage: The aviary at the zoo held nearly 300 birds. 


avid adj. greedy, eager for 
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The school bully baited the smaller chilg 
oh 


Usage: He was avid for learning and read everything 


he could get. (avidity, N) 
ayocation noun secondary or minor occupation 
His hobby proved to be so fascinating and 
ally he abandoned his regular 
ated on his avocation. 


Usage: 
profitable thal gradu 
occupation and concentr 

avow verb declare openly 


Sulekha avowed that she never meant to 


Usage: 
believed her 


‘steal’ Nikita’s boyfriend, but no one 
avowal of innocence. (avowal, N) 

avuncular adj. like an uncle 

Usage; Avuncular pride did not prevent him from 
noticing his nephew’s shortcomings. 

awe noun solemn wonder 

Usage: The tourists gazed with awe at the tremendous 
sight of the Taj Mahal in the moonlit night. 

awry adv. distorted, crooked 

Usage: He held his head awry, giving the impression 
that he had caught cold during the night. (Also Adj.) 

axiom noun self-evident truth requiring no proof 

Usage: Before a student can begin to think along the 
lines of Euclidean geometry, he must accept certain 
principles or axioms. | 


azure adj. sky blue colour 


Usage: Azure skies are indicative of good weather. 


babble verb chatter idly 

Usage: The little girl babbled about her doll. 
(Also N) 

bacchanalian adj. drunken 

Usage: Emperor Nero was famous for attending the 
bacchanalian orgy. 

badger verb pester, annoy 

Usage: She was forced to change her telephone 
number because she was badgered by obscene 
phone calls. 

badinage noun teasing conversation 

Usage: Her friends at work greeted the news of her 
engagement with cheerful badinage. 

baffle verb frustrate, perplex 

Usage: The new syllabus baffled both the teachers 
as well as students. 

bait verb harass, tease 
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Usage: 
just for their timepass. 
haleful adj. deadly, having a malign influey 
ominous ee, 
Usage: The fortune teller made baleful pre dig 
of terrible things to happen in future, on 
balk verb foil or thwart, stop short, refuse to £0 oy 
Usage: When the warden learned that several jny,. 
were planning to escape, he took steps to balk the 


3 


attempt. 

ballast noun heavy substance used to add Stabilin 
or weight 

Usage: The ship was listing badly to one side; it wz, 
necessary to shift the ballast in the hold to get ha, 
back on an even keel. (Also V) 

balm noun something that relieves pain 

Usage: Friendship is the finest balm for the pang, 
of disappointed love. 

balmy adj. mild, fragrant 

Usage: A balmy breeze refreshed us after the sulty 
days of May and June in Delhi. 

banal adj. hackneyed, commonplace, trite, lacking 
originality } 

Visage: The fiction writer's worn-out clichés made 
his comic sketch seem banal. He even resorted to 


. the banality of having someone slip-on a banana 


peel! (banality, N) 

bandy verb discuss lightly or glibly, exchange 
(words) heatedly 

Usage: While the president was happy to bandy 
patriotic realizations with anyone who would liste? 
to him, he refused to bandy words with unfrieadly 
media reporters at the press conference. 

bane noun cause of ruin, curse 

Usage: His arrogant attitude towards his superiors 
was the only bane of his otherwise bright care 

bantering adj. good-natured ridiculing 

Usage: They resented bantering remarks becavs 
they thought he was getting sarcastic. 

barb noun sharp projection from fishhook etc: opetly 
cutting remark 

Usage: Being a politician, he would rather 
being caught on the barb of a fishhook tha? 
subjected to malicious verbal barbs of the 7" 


prefer 
peing 
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(bard — 
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bluff) 
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ba The ancient bard Homer sang of the fall of 
s& 


[He 


Thy : ; 
paroquee adj. highly ornate 
Se 


rage! Accustomed to the Severe lines of 
<gatemporary buildings, the architecture, students 
round the flamboyance of baroque architecture 
gmusing. 

,arrage nown barrier laid down by artillery fire 

reage: The company was forced to retreat through 
the barrage of heavy cannons. 

parren adj. desolate, fruitless and unproductive, 
lacking 

rsage: Looking out at the trackless, barren desert, 
one of the crew members feared that his search for 
the missing expedition would prove barren. 

herricade noun hastily put together, defensive 
barrier, obstacle 

Usage: Marius and his fellow students hurriedly 
improvised a rough barricade to block police access 
to the students’ quarter. (Also V) 

barterer noun trader 

Usage: The barterer exchanged trinkets for the 
natives’ furs. It seemed smarter to barter than to 
pay cash. 

bask verb luxuriate, take pleasure in warmth 

Usage: Basking on the beach for hours together is a 
kind of extravagance which a busy businessman like 
him cannot afford. 

bastion noun fortress, defense . 

Usage: The residents fortified the town hall, hoping 
this improvised bastion could protect them from 
the leopards’ raids. 

bate verb let down, restrain 

Usage: Until it was time to open the presents, the 
children had to bate their curiosity. (bated, Adj.) 
bauble noun trinket, tifle 

Usage: The child was delighted with the bauble she 
had won in the grab bag. 

bawdy adj. indecent, obscene | 

Usage: Rohan took offense at Maria’s bawdy 
remarks. , 

beam noun ray of light, fous picts ol te riko 

course of a radio signal; as verb; smile radiantly 





Usage: Ifa beam of light falls on you, it illuminates 
you, if a beam of iron falls on you, it eliminates 
you. 

beatific adj. giving bliss, blissful 

Usage: The beatific smile on the child's face made 
us very happy. 

beatitude noun blessedness, state of bliss 

Usage: Growing closer to god each day, the mystic 
achieved a state of indescribable beatitude. 

bedizen verb dress with vulgar finery 

Usage: The guests of the ‘theme party’ were 
bedizened in all their gaudiest costumes. 

hedraggle verb wet thoroughly, stain with mud 

Usage: We were so bedraggled by the severe 
storm that we had to change into dry clothing. 
(bedraggle, Adj.) 
beeline noun direct, quick route 
Usage; As soon as the movie was over, we made a 
beeline for the exit. 
befuddie verb confuse thoroughly 
Usage: His attempts to clarify the situation succeeded 
only in befuddling his boss further. 
beget verb to father, produce, give rise to 
Usage: One good turn may deserve another; it does 
not necessarily beget another. 
begrudge verb resent 
Usage: | begrudge every minute I have to spend 
attending regular meeting they’re a complete waste 
of time. 
beguile verb mislead or delude, pass time 
Usage: With flattery and big talk of easy money, he 
beguiled his father into betting his hard earned 

money in the share market. 
behemoth noun huge creature, monstrous animal 
Usage: Because of his huge, giant like physique, he 
is nicknamed ‘The Behemoth,’ 

belabor verb explain or go over excessively or to a 
ridiculous degree, attack verbally 

Usage: The communication expert on public 
speaking warned the trainee speakers not to bore 
the audience by belaboring their points. 

belated adj. delayed 

Usage: He apologized for his belated note of 
condolence to the widow of his friend and explained 
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that he had just learned of her husband’s premature 
death. 
beleaguer verb besieger or attack, harass 
Usage: The babysitter was surrounded by a crowd 
of unmanageable brats who relentlessly beleaguered 
her with their demands, 
belie verb contradict, give a false impression 
Usage: His coarse, hard-bitter 
belied his inner sensitivity. »oMeEOT Temperament 
belittle verb disparage or depreciate, put down 
Usage: Parents should not belittle their war 
attempts at drawing, but should encour 
efforts. 
bellicose adj. warlike 


Usage: His bellicose disposition alienates not only 
the outsiders but also his friends at times. 


belligerent adj. quarrelsome 


Usage: Whenever he had too much to drink, he 
became belligerent and tried to pick fights with 
strangers. (belligerence, N) 

bemoan verb lament, express disapproval of 

Usage: Although critics bemoaned the serious flaws 
in the author’s novels, each year his latest book 
topped the bestseller list. 

bemused adj. confused, lost in thought, preoccupied 
Usage: Sonia studied the garbled instructions of her 
boss with a bemused look on her face. 
benediction noun blessing 
Usage: The appearance of the sun after many rainy 
days was like a benediction to the farmers. 
benefactor noun gift giver, patron 
Usage: Mughal King, Akbar was the benefactor of 

many cultural and religious activities . 

beneficial adj. helpful, useful 

Usage: The teacher’s cheerful good nature had a 
beneficial influence on her young students. 

beneficiary noun person entitled to benefits on 
proceeds of an insurance policy or will 

Usage: In Mr. Sharms’s will he made Shubhash his 
beneficiary, according to which everything he left 
would go to Shubhash, his foster son. 

benevolent adj. generous, charitable 

Usage: Mr. R. K. Gupta was a benevolent employer, 
who made it a point to make Holi and Diwali, two 
major festivals, merrier for all his employees by 
giving them warm hugs and best wishes. 

benign adj. kindly, favourable, not malignant 
Usage: Though her benign smile and gentle bearing 
made the new principal seem a sweet old lady, in 
reality she was a tough-minded, shrewd observer 
fo human nature who would not allow any kind of 
Indiscipline in her college. (benignity, N) 


d's early 
age their 
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bent adj. noun determined, natura] tal 
Inclination ent 01 
Usage: Bent on advancing in the business Wor 
Secretary-protagonist J asmit Walia of Jassi Jaisi pe | 
Nahin has a true bent for high finance, Oj 
bequeath verb leave to someone by a will, hang doy 
Usage: Though Mrs. Sharma had intendeg n 
bequeath the family property to her nephew ty 
died before changing her will. (bequest, N) . 

berate verb scold strongly 

Usage: He feared his wife would berate him fo; his 
forgetfulness. ) 

bereavement noun state of being depriyeg of 
something valuable or beloved 

Usage: His friends gathered to console him upon hi, 
sudden bereavement. 

bereft adj. deprived of lacking, desolate because of 


a loss 
Usage: The foolish gambler soon found himeel 


bereft of funds. 

berserk adv. frenzied, angered 

Usage: After losing his job Pravin went berserk and 
began to wreck the room. 

beseech verb beg, plead with 

Usage: The workaholic executive’s wife beseeched 
him to spend more time with their only son. 

besei verb harass or trouble, hem in 

Usage: Many vexing problems, Deset the 
Government. 

besiege verb surround with armed forces; harass (with 
requests) 

Usage: Members of the new administration were 
besieged with job applications from people who had 
worked on the campaign. 

besmurch verb soil, defile 

Usage: The scandalous remarks in the newspapef 
besmirched the reputations of many high profile 
member of the elite society. 

bestial adj. beastlike, brutal 

Usage: Any amount of condemnation is less for such 
bestial act. 

bestow verb give 

Usage: Students wished to bestow great honout upo" 
their teacher, 

betoken verb signify, indicate 

Usage: The well-equipped docks, tall piles of cars° 
containers, and numerous vessels being loaded, #! 
betoken the alarming threat of enemy attack. 

betray verb be unfaithful, reveal (unconsciously of 
unwillingly) | 

Usage: When the RAW agent was taken in [0 
questioning, the tightness of his lips betrayed Ds: 
fear of being caught. 


| 


t croth per b become engaged to Marry BARD - am B L UFF) gl 75 
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sage’ The announcement that they had become 
petrothed surprised their friends Who had 
not suspected any romance between them, 
(hetrothal, N) 

pevy noel large group esp. of girls or women 
sage? The Bollywood superstar was surrounded 
a bevy of starlets. 

piased adj. slanted, prejudiced 

tisage: Because the judge played golf regularly with 
the district magistrate’s father, we feared he might 
be biased in the prosecution’s favour. (bias, N) 

bicameral adj. two-chambered, (as a legislative 
body) 

Usage: The Parliament of India is a bicameral body 
comprising Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

bicker verb to have a petty quarrel: squabble; to move 
with quick, ripping noises 

Usage: The children bickered morning, noon, and 
night, exasperating their parents. 

biennial adj. every two years 

Usage: Seeing no need to meet more frequently, the 
group held biennial meetings instead of annual 
ones. 

bigotry noun stubborn intolerance (as in religion and 
ideology) 


by 


Usage: Brought up in a democratic atmosphere, the 


student was shocked by the bigotry and narrowness 
expressed by several of his classmates. 

bilious adj. suffering from indigestion, irritable 

Usage: His bilious temperament was apparent to all 
who heard him rant about his difficulties. 

bilk verb swindle, cheat 

Usage: He is infamous for bilking most of the 
insurance companies. 

billowing adj. swelling out in waves, surging 

Usage: Standing over the air vent, Marilyn Monroe 
tried vainly to control her billowing skirts. 

bivouac noun temporary encampment 

Usage: In bivouac, the earthquake victims spent 
many nights in their sleeping bags under the stars. 
(Also V) 

bizarre adj. fantastic, violently contrasting 

Usage: The plot of the novel was too bizarre to be 
believed. 

blanch verb bleach, whiten 

Usage: Although age had blanched his hair. he was 
still vigorous and energetic, 

pland. adj. soothing or mild, agreeable 


Usage: Mother tried a bland ointment for her cracked 
heels. 


blandishment noun flattery 


Usage: Despj 
; Res Despite the salesperson’s blandishments, the 
UStomer did not buy the outfit 


blare nory loud, harsh roar or screech, dazzling blaze 
of light _— 
Usage: 
Of a bo 
of flas 
bl 


I don’t know which is worse; the steady blare 


om box deafening your cars or a sudden blare 
hbulbs dazzling your eyes. 


asé adj. bored with pleasure or dissipation 

Usage: Although I was as thrilled with the idea of 2 
(rip to Paris as my classmates were, I tried to act 
super cool and blasé as if I'd been abroad hundreds 
of times. 

blasphemy noun irreverence, sacrilege, cursing 
Usage: Our history is full of the incidents of reli gious 
and ethnic blasphemy that have led to deadliest of 
wars. (blasphemous, Adj.) 

blatant adj. flagrant, conspicuously, obvious loudly, 
offensive 

Usage: Making such blatant remark does not suit 
his high position and status in the society. 

bleak adj. cold or cheerless, unlikely to be favourable 

Usage: The frigid, inhospitable valley of Kargil are 
bleak military outposts, it’s no wonder that soldiers 
assigned there have a bleak attitude toward their 
posting. 

blighted adj. suffering from disease, destroyed, 
anything that destroys, prevents growth, or causes 
devaluation 

Usage: The extent of the blighted slum areas could 
be seen only when viewed from the air. (blight, N) 

blithe adj. gay, joyous, heedless 

Usage: Shelley called the skylark a blithe spirit 
because of its happy song. 

bloated adj. swollen or puffed as with water or air 

Usage: Her bloated stomach came from drinking so 
much water. 

bludgeon noun club; heavy-headed weapon 

Usage: Attacked by robbers, Mr. Pradhan used his 
walking stick as a bludgeon to defend himself. 

bludgeon verb to strike with or as with a bludgeon, 
to bully or coerce 

Usage: Attacked by robbers, Mr. Pradhan used his 
walking stick to bludgeon his attackers. 

pluff adj. fough but good-natured 

Usage: Manohar, a marketing executive by 
profession, had a bluff and hearty manner that belied 
his actual sensitivity; he never let people know how 
thin-skinned he really was. 

bluff noun pretense (of strength), deception, high cliff 

Usage: It’s high time you came out of your bluff 
and consulted a physician. 
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hlunder noun error, a foolish or stupid mistake 


(sage: The criminal’ fatal blunder led to his capture. 
(Also V)z 
blort yer’ utter impulsively (often used with ‘out’) 
Usage: Before she could stop him, he blurted out the 
news in the boardroom. 
blaster verb blow in heavy gusts, threaten empty, 
bully 
Usage: 1 let Vikash bluster as I knew very well he 
wasn’t going anywhere, no matter what he said. 
bode verb foreshadow, portend 
Usage: The gloorny skies and the sulphurous odors 
from the factory wastes seemed to bode curse to those 
who settled in that slum area. 
bogus adj. counterfeit, not authentic 
Usage: The police quickly found the distributors of 
the bogus five hundred rupee notes. 
bohemian adj. unconventional (in an artistic way) 
Usage: Anuradha ran away to Mumbai to live an 
eccentric, bohemian life with her writer friends. 
buisterous adj. violent, rough, noisy 
Usage: The unruly crowd demanding for CBI probe 
became even more boisterous when the politician 
tried to quiet them. 
bolster verb support, reinforce 
Usage: The debaters amassed file boxes full of 
evidence to bolster their arguments. 
bolt noun door bar; fastening pin or screw, length of 
fabric 
Usage: The carpenter shut the workshop door sliding 
the heavy metal Bolt into place. 
bolt verb dash or dart off; fasten (a door); gobble down 
Usage: Mother was set to bolt the front door when 
the telephone rang. 
bombardment noun attack within missiles 
Usage: The enemy bombardment demolished the 
town, 
b 
a to keep attacking or pressing with 
» SUEgestions, etc. 
sage: Members of die pomcatiic ied 
Prime Minister a Pposition party bombar e 
1 questions about the infamous 
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arms deal, 

cml adj. pompous, using inflated fay 
Usage: Puffed up with conceit, the orator 
such a bombastic manner that we longed 1 
him. (bombast, N) 

booming adj. deep and resonant, flourishing, th, Vins 
Usage: BPO Industry is booming in Indi, 
escalating its economy. (boom, V) 

boon noun blessing, benefit 

Usage: The recent rains that filled our empty resen, 
were a boon to the whole community. 

boorish adj. rude, clumsy, ungentlemanly 
Usage: Natasha was embarrassed by her collego,,.. 
boorish behaviour. “on 

boundless adj. unlimited, vast 

Usage: Ritesh’s energy was boundless. The oTeates 
the challenge, the more vigorously he tackled the 
job. 

bountiful adj. abundant; graciously generous 

Usage: Thanks to the good harvest, we had a bountify 
supply of food and we could be as bountiful as we 
liked in distributing food to the needy. 

hourgeais adj. middle class; selfishly materialistic 
dully conventional 

Usave: Technically, anyone who belongs to the middk 
class is bourgeois, but, given the word's 
connotations, most people resent it if you call them 
that. 

havine adj. cow like; placid and dull 

Usage: Nothing excites Maya; even when she wet 
the inter-state tennis tournament , she still presen® 
her air of bovine calm. 

bewdlerize verb expurgate, to remove passages 
considered offensive from (a book, play, etc.) 

Usage: After the film editors had bowdlerized ue 
language in the script, the shooting of the movie 0° 
off. . 

boycott verb refrain from buying or using | 

Usage: To put pressure on manufacturers of aera 
drinks to stop using pesticides that harmed ™ 
consumers’ health, the NGOs and other statute | 
bodies called for consumers to boycott such Ch 
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wey swagger: assumed air of defiance 
y ee 


va ee a ee , 

en pye bravado of the young criminal 
tome " ed when he was contronted by the vietims 
wpe . | | 
f his prutal attack. 

ee 


oy ROU muscular strength; sturdiness 
“a [takes brawat to became a champion 
| v ahlfter. (brawny, Adj.) 

| ‘ad ail. insolent 


. Her brazen contempt for authority angered 
7, 


| yes * 
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A 


ita aflicials. 


hire wh NOUR breaking of contract or duty; fissure or 


ol 

ni Meena sued Tilak for breach of promise, 
sjaming he had broken his promise to marty her, 
(Also V) 

breadth noun width; extent 

sage: We were impressed by the breadth of her 
knowledge. 

brevity Noun conciseness, shortness, terseness 

Usage: Brevity is essential When you send a telegram 
or cablegram; you are charged for every word. 

brindled adj. tawny or grayish with streaks or spots 

Usage: He was disappointed in the litter because the 
puppies were brindled; he had hoped for animals of 
a uniform colour, 

bristling adj, rising like bristles; showing itritation 

Usage: The dog stood there bristling with anger. 

brittle adj. easily broken; stiff and unbending in 
manner; person lacking warmth 

Usage: My employers’ self-control was as brittle as 
an egg-shell. 

Or, His brittle personality made it difficult for me to 
get along with him. 

broach verb introduce; open UP OF bring up a 
discussion 

| he to the touchy subjects as religion 


Usage? If you broae jenn 
e sentiments Of the masses. 


and custom, it may hurt th 
brochure noun pamphlet 
Usage: This brochure OM 
Ministry of Travel and To 


rourism was issued by the 
urism. 


VW sng: 
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ae P 1¢. | | ' 
“eet She (regs 
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WO her f Hr Ny 
her by they vin PCN beecaisse | 
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wind witeeu 
ert lilly 
t Monika resiete 
hey jy Iie Classroom 
braway verb py 
Uae: 


MN ielaty 
Wart. . 

th ly's attecnipita tr; hrswhees 
TA, skinny ayy ph 


Hany HOW, bre 
EICON pring! 


HCTOSy While 
OUP Ey 


Ate ize devally 


i neawy browsing in he green 
Hember lites Of Verge th. . 


| browsing through the 
| lish L.Werature bow, 
brunt noun main MpEL of shock 
{ Sage: ‘Tom MuWyer ¢ 
lenee, but the 
However, he 


ith Carre 
POEIEY section of 


laimed ered 
brunt of (he 
bore the 
Complaints when the () 


It or painting the 
Work fell on others. 
brunt of Aunt p 
int bepan to peel, 

brusque adj, blunt: abrupt 
Usage: She w 


olly’s 


8 LOO brusque in putting down his 
Proposal to go for a date. 


buccaneer noun pirate or sea robber, esp. one who 


raided along the Spanish coasts of America in the 
7th century 

Usage; Their cargo was attacked by a gang of 
buccaneers, 


bucolic adj. rustic; pastoral 


Usage: The film director wanted to shoot in the 
bucolie landscape with browsing cows and bleating 
goals. 

bulfet noun table with food set out for people to serve 
themselves; meal at which people help themselves 
to food that’s been set out 

Usage: The guests enjoyed the buffet to the fullest. 

buffoonery norn clowning jesting; evoking fun 

Usage: In the Hindi movies, Johnny Lever’s 
buffoonery is hilarious; like Keshto Mukherjee, the 
famous Bollywood comedian, he's a natural buffoon. 

bullion noun gold and silver in the form of bars 

Usage: Much bullion is stored in the Government 
Treasury, — 

bulwark “ou earthwork, defensive wah —. 
rampart or other strong defense; — who . ~ 

Usage: The navy ‘< one of our important bulwar 
against invasion. 

bumptious adj, self- 
or arrogant person 

Usage: His classmates make 
his bumptious airs. 

bungalow veun small cottage 
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assertive; disagreeably conceited 


fun of bim because of 
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Ryery summer we rent out our bungalow at 


{ sage: | ° 
for our vacation home at a high rent, 


Mussoorie 
hunale verb mismanage, blunder 
Don’t botch this assignment because if you 


{ sage: 
bungie the job. you'll be fired! 
huovant adj. able to float: cheerful and optimistic 
t nae' She was still in a cool and buoyant mood, 
certain that despite the delay her guests would arrive 
before the party starts. 
hureaneracy noun over-regulated administrative 
system marked by red tape 
Usage: The indifferent and inefficient bureaucracy 
has to some extent slowed the progress rate of the 
nation. 
burgeon verb grow forth; send out buds; grow or 
develop rapidly: flourish 
Usage: In the spring, the plants that burgeon are a 
promise of the beauty that is to come. 
burlesque noun give an imitation that ridicules 
Lisage: The stage performer’s burlesque on corrupt 
politicians made the audience burst into laughter. 
(Also V & Adj.) 
burly adj. big and strong; husky, heavy and muscular; 
rough and hearty in manner 
Usage: The burly mover lifted the packing crate with 
ease. 
burnish verb make shiny by rubbing; polish 
Usage: The maid burnished the brass wares until they 
reflected the lamplight. 
bustle verb move about energetically, teem 
Usage: The grown ups as well as the children of the 
Gupta family bustled about the house getting in each 
other’s way as they tried to pack for the camping 
trip. The whole house bustled with activity. 
buttress verb support, prop up 
Usage: The defense lawyer came up with several far- 
fetched arguments in a vain attempt to buttress his 
client’s weak case. (Also N) 
buxom adj. plump; vigorous; jolly 
Usage: The soldiers remembered the buxom nurse 
who had always been so pleasant to them. 
Onn group of persons secretly united to 
Usage: The ow er 
scheme was Meee aa, was arrested when its 
: y the intelligence. 
Cache noun a safe hiding pl | 
Usage: The detectives : oe 
lethem tothe cache where he had steed his loon 
Or, He had cached the cash j ae = 
© cash in a bag for trash. Ityeyg 


a hefty sum. (Also V) ™ 
cacophonous adj. discordant; inharmonious 
Usage: Every morning lam woken up by th 

cacophonous sounds of my quarrelling neighbouns 

(cacophony, N) i 
cndaver noun corpse; dead body, esp. of a Person 
Usage: Insome places, it is illegal to dissect Cadaver. 
caduverous adj. like a corpse; pale 
Usage: By his cadaverous appearance, we could make 

out how the sad episode had ravaged him, 
cadence noun rhythmic rise and fall (of words o, 

sounds); beat 
Usage: Marching down the parade ground, the troops 
sang out, following the cadence set by the army band, 
cajole verb coax, wheedle 
sage: Mother tried to cajole her baby by letting her 

ride her tricycle in the park. (cajolery, N) 
calamify noun disaster, misery 
Usage: As news of the calamity spread, offers of relief 

poured in from all sectors into the flood stricken 

community. 
calculated adj. deliberately planned; likely 
Usage: Her formal and calculated reply to the 
questions appealed to the interviewers. 
caldrom noun large kettle 
Usage: Mother put the caldron on the gas stove to 
fry some fresh prawns. 

caliber noun ability; quality 

Usage: As aman of immense caliber he will set 
everything right. 

calligraphy noun beautiful writing; excellent 
penmanship 

Usage: As we examine ancient manuscripts, W* 
become impressed with the calligraphy of the 
scribes. 

callous adj. hardened; unfeeling 

Usage: He had worked in the hospital for 50 matt) 

years that he had become callous to the suffering ° 

the wards inmates, 
callow adj. youthful; immature; inexperienced 
Usage: Tilak, a sophomore in the Engineering calles” 

made fun of the freshers as callow youths. 
calorific adj. heat-producing 
Usage: Coal is much more calorific than gr 
calumny noun malicious misrepresentation: sland? 
Usage: He could endure his financial failure but 
could not bear the calumny that his busines i 


en wood 


_ heaped upon him. 
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ae, 


‘ NOUN good-fellowship 
ed best about my previous job was 


and my co-workers 


hell of jewe! carved in relief: star's 


ane? nou S 
| a minor 


gocl appearance 1D 
ve, Ram Mukherji s care? 
wersial movie, Mangal Pandev 


d by the film 


role in a film 
as a prostitute in the 
~ontt as highly 


apprec jate 
o¢ perp disguise: 


crilics. 

conceal 

aides he camouflaged 
of fire brigade 


ampoule 
In order to Tese we hes 


[wages 
and urnitarnt 


himself the helmet 
officials. 
candor meow frankness. 


lam highly impress* 
Ad.) 


dog-like 


the can 


open hanests 


i by hes candor both in 


Usage 
reel and real life. (candid, 
cinine adj. related to dogs, 


lage: If not checked 1n ume. 
oan going fo outnunl 


nie populanen 
of this city is § ber the human 
population. 
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canny adj. shrewd; thrifty 
Usage: B 
' : CW. | ; 
, are of his canny nature. 
cant noun insincere € 
, Sir xpression of piety; jargon | 
thieves piety: jargm ot 
(Usage: shocxed by news of the minister's extramarital 
love affairs, the followers dismissed his talk about 
the sacredness of marriage as mere cants. 
cantankerous adj. ill humored; irritable 
The cantankerous patient constantly kept 
aining about his treatment and refused to 


tal staff. 
c, song to be sung by 4 


{'saee: 
comp! 
co-operate with the hospi 

ehoral noun story set to musi 


chorus 
ang the new cantata 


The choral society $ 
ed by its musician. 
slow gallop; th 


iisage: 
compos 
eaunter noun 
cantering horse 
Because 


, so easily, the re 
rer, (Also Y) 


e rumbling sound of a 


fisage: the racehorse has outdistanced its 
‘vage? 
compeuniol porter wrote that the race 


was WON in a can 





bane 
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(canto — chameleon) 





—————SSSaNi—v—v—w—wwr''V_ew—SS ) 


canto noun division of a long poem . 
Lisage: Pope's mock-epic The Rape of the Lock is 
divided into five cantos. 
canvass verb go through places or among people 
asking for voles, opinions, orders etc. 
Crage: After canvassing the sentiments of the 
seesunes: the politician was confident that he 
represented the majority opinion of his constituency. 
(Also N) 
capacious adj. spacious, roomy 
sage: In the capacious lobby of the metro station, 
ceveral travelers lingered while waiting for their 
train. 
capacity noun mental or physical ability: role: abtlity 
to accommodate 
l'sgee: The new boss had the capacity to handle 
several jobs simultaneously. 
cepitulat® verb surrender. give up 
i'save. The enemy was warned to capitulate or face 
annihilation. 
caprice noun sudden unexpected fancy; whim: 
impulsive change in the way one thinks or acts 
(sage; His antics and caprices made Zaheer fall nto 
Strange cnsés. 
capricious adj, unpredictable; fickle 
Usage: The storm was capricious, it changed course 
constantly. Jaya was capricious, too she changed 
boyiniends almost as often as she changed clothes. 
caption noun title: chapter heading; text under 
Ulustration 


Usape: The cann 

eke’ The captions that accompany the cartoons 
are almos —— . | 
ire almost as funny as the pictures themselves. 
(Also V) 

“SPLvale perf delight. charm or enthrall 


- 
6. MED EY R | i 7 
ill ODNIC Was captivated by the beauty of her 
~APIESSIVE eyes. | 
Cary i 
{ noun unit of weig 


Measure Of fineness of 
Usage: 


ht for precious stones: 

a gold 

He gave her a three 

WEnLY-LWO-carar 

Cardinal adi. chief: p 
: ; 


ea “cara! diamond mounted 


26ld band. 
nncipal: bright-red 
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; 
Usage: If you want to increase your word pow 


cardinal rule of vocabulary-building jg ; | 
newspapers. SSR aq 
cardiologist noun doctor specializing in the hear | 
its functions, and its diseases 4 
i sege: When the pediatrician noticed Nonj hag ; | 
slight heart murmur, she referred him lo; 
cardiologist for further tests. | 


verb lurch: sway from side to side | 
“so The taxi or cab careened wildly as it turned 
round the corner. 


criodure noun a likeness or imitation that is 59 
distorted as to seem ludicrous | 


Caricatures he drew always emphasized 
personal weaknesses of the people he burlesqued, 
(Also VY) | 


youn destruction of life 


ee 


The film Killing Fields vividly depicts the 
carnage wreaked in Cambodia. | 
adj. Tleshly, bodily, sensual, sexual | 
[i seems, the public these days, ts more | 
interested in carnal pleasures than in spiriwal | 
matters. Compare the number of people who read | 
erotica lo the number of those who read the — 
scriptures. 





- 
a 


ovuls adj. flesh or meat-eating | 


cv: The lion is a carnivorous beast. A chunk | 
meat makes up his feast. | 


curpline adj. finding fault; captious | 
g10 | 


seve: A carping critic is a nitpicker. He lov 

point out flaws. (Also V) | 

varp verb complain | 
{rec {0 


isage: If you don’t like my proposal, feel 
carp. (Also N) 









: Pile (resl 
| Note : Carp is any of various, often edible It 
water fishes found all over the world 





cartographer noun map-maker pet | 
aT 7 ; ' 
Lsuge: Though not a professional cartogr 
l “ ¢£ “Tt 
Jarun was able to construct a map of Dis ' 
world. 


pisage 
witht 
entap 
Usak 
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yage 
kno 
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U sag. 
dest 
arol 
Caics 
Usap 
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Cat (us 
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Uva £ 


I : 


je noe mall waterfall 
( {* J 


ce we were (00 Tred 10 APPFECLALE the bye 


oaitt Vays er : 

a easendes hecause We had to detony 
he » avoid being drenched by the 
— | 1 : e! ) 
yer | 

“cas dow, 

” er CHUCIZC severely; punish 


ALY 
MPOU tC 
Witler 


Ce 


ve When the teacher threatened that she would 
th ; } i , oT : 

gate the mischievous boys if they didn’ 
» they shaped up ina burry, 


sth 

vast 

fh a 
aally now verious Or Fatal accident 

ce , | 

The number of automobile casualties on this 


[see . 
y weekend was high, 


polidia 

eauaclysm NOUN upheaval, deluge; a preat flood 

pages A cataclysm such as the World Wars affects 
all COUNLTICS. (cataclysmic, Adj.) 

eqtalyst nourt agent which brings about a chemical 
change While itself remaining unaffected and 
unchanged 

Usage: Many chemical reactions cannot take place 
without the presence of a catalyst, 

catapult noun slingshot, a hurling machine 

Usage: Airplanes are sometimes launched from 
battleships by catapults, (Also V) 

cataract noun great waterfall; an eye disorder 

Usage: She gazed with awe at the mighty cataract 
known as Niagara falls. 

catastrephe noun calamity; disaster 

Usage: The 2004 Tsunami was a catastrophe that 
destroyed many coastal towns and cilies in and 
around Asia. 

extcall noun & verb shout in disapproval, boo 

Usage: Every good cricketer gocs through a lean 
patch in his career during which he must bear with 
the catcalls of his critics. 

catechism noun book of religious instructions, 
instruction by question and answer 

Usage: The new faculty taught by engaging bis pupils 
In a catechism until they gave him the correct 
answer. 

categorical adj. without exceptions; unqualified; 
absolute 

Usage: Though the captain claimed he was never 
sick at sea, he finally had to qualify his categorical 
denial. 

eater to verb supply something desired (whether 
good or bad) 

Usage: Critics con 
catering fo the publ 


gemned the movie industry for 


* Usage: H : nth aft 
.c’s ever-increasing appetite for 203 em ing with ina montit a 


sage, Aristo 
Cathars, hy 
SANolie 


Usage; He wae ' ly *YMpatheties 1; 


Ue Maintain sl th. 


COUCHES Hon priv 


‘ile Seat | 
(0 select officers mene Of members of a party 
Usage » 0 determine policy 


 Atthe Opening of the 
OF the party held a caucus 
Caulk verb (gy SlOp up (the 
Watertight by filling in er 
Usape: 
stall to 


srrtiiewwng 
C representative. 

cracks, seams etc.) make 

acks (AlsoN) 

Mr. Sinha had to caulk the tiles in the sh 

Stop the leak into the basement bel ms 
ia Ow. 

Causal adj. implying cause-and-effect relationship 

Usage: The psychologist maintained there was a 
causal relationship between the nature of one’s early 
childhood experiences and one’s adult personality, 
(causality, N) 

caustic adj. burning, sarcastically biting 

Usage: The critic’s caustic remarks angered the 
hapless new entrants of the Bollywood who were 
the subjects of his sarcasm. 

cavalcade noun procession, parade 

Usage: The leader was followed by the cavalcade of 
his followers, 

cavalier adj. free and easy; casual or indifferent 
toward matters of some importance, haughty; 
arrogant; supercilious _ 

Usage; Perhaps he could not achieve success In his 
career because of his cavalier attitude, 

eavil verb to object when there is little reason to do 
so make frivolous objections | 
Usage: It’s fine when you make sensibl 
but it really irritates me when you 
insignificant _— oe no surrender formally 

cede verb yield (title, — ; ; "« chair of joiat 

Usage: He gracefully ~ dinate. 

secretary to his one-time subordul 


celebrated adj. famous, 


sca 
Usage: It was 4 ene 
sportsperson was found guilty 


(celebrity, N) 


& criticisms, 
cavil about 


« i it id 4 
erity noun speed: rapidily r’s celerily 
celerity mother “er 


ted his 


amlet resen 1s nis father’s death. 
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celestial ad} heavenly: divine: of the finest ot highest 
“Pitot pe = 
kind; perfect oe 
Usage: Wordsworth talks about the loss of cele stial 
light in his Jnunertaltty Oiie. 


ste adj. unmarned abstaining from sexual 


celibs 
intercourse 

Usage: The perenni 
celibate. (celibacy, N) 

censer noun overseer Of morals: 
to eliminate inappropriate remarks 

Usage: Soldiers dislike having their mail read by a 
censor but understand the need for this precaution. 
(Also N) 

censorious adj. critical; inclined to find fault; harshly 

i'sage: Censorious people delight in casting blame 


al bachelor yowed to remain 


person who reads 


on others. 

censure verb blame; criticize 

Usage: The councilor was censured for his arrogant 
behaviour with one of the journalists. (Also N) 

centigrade adj. measure of temperature 

Usage: On the centigrade thermometer, zero degree 
is the freezing point of water. 

centrifugal adj. radiating; departing outward from 
the centre 

Usage: Washing machines remove excess water from 
clothing by centrifugal force. 

centripetal adj. tending toward the centre 

Usage: He was trying to make his friend understand 
that centripetal force or the force of gravity brings 
the orbiting bodies to the earth’s surface. 

centurion noun Roman army officer 

Usage: Because he was in command of a company 
of one hundred soldiers, he was called a centurion. 
cerebral adj. pertaining to the brain or intellect 
— Philosophy is supposed to be a kind of study 

As purely cerebral in nature. 

erebration noun thou ght 


Usage; ‘ 
* Analysis of human behaviour 
Cerebration. haviours takes a lot of 


204 







cerenmlonivus adj, marked by formality 

Usage: Ordinary attire would be inappropriate foe 
so ceremonious an affair. 

certitude neun certainty; a feeling of absolute 
sureness or conviction 

L’sage: Though there was no certitude of his getting 
the job, Ravish thought that there was no han, fn 
giving it a try. 

cessation noun stoppage 

Usage: The factory workers threatened a cessation 
of all work if management failed to meet their 
demands. (cease, V) 

cession noun yielding to another: ceding 

Usage: The withdrawal of the cession of Sahar: 
Airlines to Jet Airways came as a surprise to all, 

-hate verb warm by rubbing: make sore (by rubbing] 
(sage: He chafed his hands before the fire as he 
was cold in that freezing weather. (Also N) 

chaff noun worthless products of an endeavor 

L'sage: When you separate the wheat from the chaff, 
be sure you throw out the chaff. 

chafing adj. bantering, joking 

Sometimes Varun’s flippant, chaffing 
remarks annoy us. Still, his chaffing keeps us 
laughing. (Also N) 

chagrin noun vexation (caused by humiliation of 
injured pride); disappointment 

Usage: Annoyed to the hilt, he poured out all the 
chagrin that had been bottled up inside him. 

chalice noun goblet; consecrated cup 

Usage: Inasmall room adjoining the church, many 
ornately decorated chalices made by the most 
famous goldsmiths were on display. 

chameleon noun lizard that changes colour i 
different situations 

Usage: Like the chameleon, he shuffled wi 
stand according to the nature of people he 
meeting. (chameleonic, Adj.) 


t 


Save. 


th his 
was 









er support -aaiitiaind 
on her KiNG, Jr., won the Nobel Peace 
| arti eel ampioned the oppressed in their 
ee pect nality. (Also N, which means vatiant 
pi gor 9 rotector Or supporter) 


all 
a0 ye ew 


1 . > ’ 
itt oun divine gift, great popular charm oy 


ip? rolitical commentators have deplored the 
age’ nce of 3 candidate’s charisma in these days 
mlevision campalgnine: 

an 000! quack; pretender of knowledge 

af ‘ 174 

fa “We got indignant after realizing that we had 


et juped by a charlatan in disguise of spiritual 


7 adj. cautious, sparing or restrained about 
civing 

riage? On€ should be chary enough before investing 
‘athe share market. 

gsm noun abyss; a deep crack in the earth’s surface 
[suge: They could not see the bottom of the chasm. 


assis noun framework and working parts of an 
automobile 

(‘ge Examining the car after the accident, we 
discovered that the body had been ruined but the 
chassis was unharmed. 

‘haste adj, pure, virtuous; sexually abstinent; celibate 
‘age: Her chaste and decorous garb was 
Tlopriately selected for the solemnity of the 
“tésion. (chastity, N) 


(Neste ae a 
, je nil discipline; punish in order to correct 
“Make better 


py « 
| ge: God chastens all whom He loves. 


rh , ' 

a verb punish, esp. by beating: scald Of 
‘Temn gh: 

| Sharply 


Vin 
"ee: I 
ct Must chastise you for this offense. 


Witty. s 
“Nines . P 
Ue. A "oun blindly devoted, patriot 


: Chanvinisy cannot recognize any faults 1n 


, Chicanery noun tri 


ou | ‘ 
MEY, no matter how flagrant they me “i 1A4 


was a Particularly cherubic child 


Ckery; deception 
aky lawyers mistepresented what 
© up all sorts of implausible 


aris to confuse the ; 
€ jury, and in 
general, depended on chicanery to win te case 


chide verb scold; reprove mildly 

Usage; Grandma began to chide Surjeet for his lying. 

chimerical adj. fantastically improbable: highly 
unrealistic, imaginative 


Usage: As everyone expected, Prakash’s chimerical 
scheme to make a fortune by raising ermines in his 
backyard proved a dismal failure. 

chisel noun wedge like tool for cutting 

Usage: With his hammer and chisel, the sculptor 
chipped away at the block of marble. 

chisel verb swindle or cheat, cut with a chisel 

Usage: That crook chiseled me out of a five hundred 
rupees when he sold me that ‘marble’ statue he'd 
chiseled out of some cheap chunk of rock. 


rteous; faithful; brave 
Ives noble words 


Usage: Those sne 


chivalrous adj. cou fa 
Usage: Chivalrous behaviour Inve 


and good deeds. 
choleric ad). havin 
irascible; bilious 
Ieage: No one likes th 
his choleric nature. 


g oF showing @ quick temper or 


e new Manage! because of 
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me allows them to compose 


ogram 
software prog d immediately 


arrangements of possible moves an 
view them on screen. 

chortle verb chuckle with delight | sled 

Usage; On hearing that her rival had just been Jjaile 
for embezzlement, she chortled with joy. 

chronic adj. long established as a disease | | 

Usage: The doctors were finally able to attribute his 
chronic headaches and nausea to traces of 
formaldehyde gas in his apartment. 

erb report; record (in chronological order) 


chronicle } 
Usage: The gossip columnist was paid to chronicle 
the latest escapades of the socially prominent 
celebrities. (Also N) 
churlish adj. boorish; rude, stingy or mean 
Usage: Dismayed by his churlish manners in the 
birthday party, the girls vowed never to invite him 
again. 
cipher “oun a system of secret writing of code; the 
symbol 0, indicating a value of naught; zero 
Usage: Lacking his code book, the spy was unable 
to decode the message sent to him in cipher. 
cipher noun nonentity; worthless person or thing 
Usage: She claimed her ex-husband was a total 
cipher and wondered why she had ever married him. 
circuitous adj. roundabout; indirect; devious 
Usage: To avoid the traffic congestion on the main 
highways, she took a circuitous route. (circuit, N) 
circumlocution “oun indirect or roundabout 
expression 
Usage: He was afraid to call a spade a spade and 
resorted to circumlocutions to avoid direct 
reference to his subject. 
cireumseribe verb limit; confine 
Usage; Although I do not wish to circumscribe your 
activities, I must insist that you complete this 
assignment before you Start anything else. 
circumspect adj. prudent, cautious 
Usage: She 1s very circumspect about choosing her 
roles before signing any film. 
circumvent verb outwit; baffle 
Usage: In order to circumvent the enemy, they made 
two preliminary attacks in other sections before 
starting out major campaign. 
cistern noun reservoir or water tank 
Usage: lhe farmers were able to withstand the dry 
season by using rainwater they had stored in an 
underground cistern. 
citadel oun fortress; fortified place: a place of safety; 
refuge 06 





Usage: The citadel overlooked the CiLy fike , 
protecting angle. i, 

cite verb quote; command 

Usage: She could cite slokas of the Mahaby 
from memory. (citation, IN) 

civil adj. having to do with citizens or the 
courteous and polite 


Marat, 


Slate. 


Usage: Although interna) Revenue Services agent 
are civil servants, they are not always civil to the 
tax cheats. 

clairvoyant adj. noun having foresight; fortunetel{., 

Usage: Cassandra’s clairvoyant warning was not 
heeded by the Trojans, (clairvoyance, N) | 

clamber verb climb by crawling 

Usage: She clambered over the high wall in no time 

clamor “oun noise; uproar; a loud outcry 

Usage: The clamor of the neighbouring children a 
play outside made it impossible for me to take , 
nap. (Also V) 

clandestine adj. secret; surreptitious, furtive 

Usage: Before eloping the lovers used to haye 
clandestine meetings at their favourite hangouts, 

clangor noun loud, resounding noise 

Usage; The blacksmith was accustomed to the 
clangor of hammers on steel. (Also V) 

clapper noun striker (tongue) of a bell; the tongue 
of a garrulous person: used facetiously 

Usage: Wishing to be undisturbed by the bell, Rozy 
would tie her scarf around the clapper to muffle the 
noise of its striking. 

clasp noun fastening device, firm grip 

Usage; When the clasp on Tulika’s bracelet broke. 
Irfan repaired it, bending the hook back into shape. 
He then helped her slip on the bracelet, holding i! 
firm in the clasp of his hand. 

claustrophobia noun fear of being Jocked in 
Usage: His fellow classmates laughed at his 


claustrophobia and often threatened to Jock him in 
his room. 


cleave verb split or sever; cling to; remain faithful to 

Usage: He would cleave to his post, come-s2!0 
shine. 

cleft noun split; an opening made by cleaving: crack 

Usage: Trying for a fresh handhold, the mountail- 
climber erasped the edge of cleft in the shee! rock 
face. (Aliso IN) 

clemeney noun disposition to be lenient, moildnes> 
as of the weather 





pete a 


pat! 


yw rhe lawyer AWHIN pleased When Whe CORE Wi 
, ; *, ’ ' 4 ; we whi — ; ‘. 
(oe justice OWANTES chambers bootie Swain 


- sated tot is clenrency lowards Cent olfenitor 
ak EY" . _ 


+ ‘ ‘ 1 
TY yort clase Lightly: BrASp 
we eQpen wide,” said the dentist, bug mit 
ers ow ; re | 
Yeh vd het teeth even (york liphtly (han belie 
( | 


neh HOM phrase dulled 1m meaning by repetition 
AK 
t 


oes High school compositions are often arred 
yy such clichés as “strong as an ox,” 
aici ale noun body of customers 
rage: The reek club attracted a young, stylish 
clientele. 

Jimactic adj. relating to the highest point 

[ sage: When he reached the climaetie portions of 
the book, he could not stop reading. (climax, N) 
dime noun region, climate 


Usage: His doctor advised him to move to a milder 
clime. 


clip noun section of filmed material 

Usage: Javed’s job at the Sports section of the ‘TY 
Today channel involved selecting clips of the day's 
sporting highlights for later broadcast, (Also N) 

clique noun small group, coterie 


Usage: Amrendra wished that he belonged to the 
clique to popular athictes and big men of the society 
who seemed to have great influence on the selection 
committee. 

cloister nowt monastery or convent 

Usage: The nuns lived a secluded life in the elotster. 

clout noun great influence (especially political or 
social) 

Usage: Ramesh wondered whether he had enough 
clout to be admitted to the exclusive club, (Also V, 
which means to strike or hit hard) | 

cloying adj. distasteful (because Excessive); 
excessively sweet oF sentimental 

Usage; Disliking the cloying sweelne papa 
wedding cakes, Julie and Rohan sagt " 
homemade carrot cake al the reception. (Cl0y, 

group (of bushes, trees); 


se of standard 


clamp roa cluster or close ; 
wavy treading 
thass: sound of heavy teaeins ina 
id ’ SHC, ; 
Usage; Hiding behind the clump ¢ 


4 for the heavy clamp of the soldiers 
df 
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Napa Whe 
Caper Whe UPA Codlition poyerjny 
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Codie verb to treat pently 


Useges Don' leoddle the children so mnilich; they need 
Nlaste of discipline in Well, 

coda rom supplement to the bady of a will 

sage: Mrs. Gupta kept her lawyers busy drawing 
Up codicils to add to her already complicated will, 

codify noun arranye aws, rules) as a code: classify 

Usage: We need to lake the varying rules and 
ropulations Of the different health apencics and 
codify them into a national health code. 

coercion Hour use Of force lo get someone to obey 

Usage: The inquisitors used both physical and 
psychological coercion to force Joan of Arc to deny 
that her vision was sent by God, (coerce, V) 

cogent adj, convincing; forceful; compelling 

Usage: Mukesh chose to go to Harvard for his higher 
studies; he has several covent reasons for doing so, 
including a full-tuition scholarship, 

copency oun the quality or condition of being 
cogent, power lo convince 

Usaye; Kavya argued her case with such cogency 
(hat the jury had to decide in favour of her client. 

cogitate verb think over; to think seriously and deeply 
(about); ponder, meditate; consider 

Usape: Cogitate on this problem properly before you 
take any decision. 

copnate adj, related linguistically; allied by blood; 
similar or akin in nature 

Usage: The English word ‘mother’ 15 cognate to the 
Latin world ‘mater’, whose influence is visible in 
the words ‘maternal’ and ‘matemity’. (Also Nj} 

cognitive adj, having to do with knowing or 
perceiving; related to the mental processes 

Usage: Though Ashutosh was emovionally immature, 
his cognitive development was admirable; he was 
very advanced intellectually. 

copnizance noun knowledge; official observation of 
or authority over something 

Usage: During the election Campaipn, (he two 
candidates were kept in full cogaizance of the 
inlernational situation. 
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cohere verb stick together 


Usage: Solids have a greater tendency to cohere than 


liquids. 

cohesion noun tendency to keep together 

Usage: A firm believer in the maxim “Divide and 
conquer,” the evil emperor, by means of lies and 
trickery, sought to disrupt the cohesion and the unity 
of the nation. 

eoiffure noun hairstyle 

Usage: You can make a statement with your choice 
of coiffure; in the sixties many African-Americans 
affirmed their racial heritage by wearing their hair 
in Afros. 

coin verb make coins; invent or fabricate 


Usage: Mints coin good money, counterfeiters coi, 
fakes. Slanderers coin nasty rumours while Writers 
coin words. | 
Or, A neologism is an expression that’s been Newly 
coined. (Also N) 

coincidence noun two or more things Occurring a 
the same time by chance 

Usage: Was it just a coincidence that John and she 
had chance to meet at the market for three days in 
row. Or was he deliberately trying to seek her oyt? 
(coincidental, Adj.) 

colander noun utensil with perforated bottom used 
for straining 

Usage: Before serving the spaghetti, place it ina 
colander to drain it. 
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ate verb work together 


y 

salt | 
iin ; 

, reparing this book. 


al ye noun work of art put together from fragments: 
ani collection of seemingly unrelated bits and parts, 
an in a photomontage 

page: Scraps of cloth, paper doilies, and old 
photographs all went into her collage. 

calhate verb examine in order te verify authenticity, 
wange in order - 
isage: The team of editors collated the newly 
received manuscript to determine salabiluty of the 
proposed book, 

collateral noun secunty given for loan 

Usage: The sum you wish to borrow is so large that 
{ must be secured by a substantial collateral. 


colloquial adj. pertaining to conversational of 


common speech 
Usage: Some of the less formal feature articles in 
the newspaper use colloguial tone wo make them 
more appealing to their readers. 
clusion mwa conspiring in & fraudulent scheme 
Useve: The swindlers were found guilty of collusion. 
colossal adj, huge; astom shingly great, ext ordinary 
Usage: Sri Ram Theatre has a colossal stage. 
\colossus, N} 
Comatose adj. in a Coma, extremely sleepy 
Usage: The long verbose orator sO 
audience in a comatose Stale. 
COmbustible adj. easily burned 
Usere: After the recent outbreak 0 
areas, the fire commissionel on such houses. 
combustible materials De kept in > 
(Also WN) 
Yomely adj. attractive: agreeable 
Csdger 1 would rather have ad 


than a ach aad homely ont- 


ke! deserved punishment 


Cone pp’ ncnat ee 
Usage: After his mudene™ 
hers get. has comeuppone’ 


front the coach. 


on found his 


¢ fires in slum 
dered that no 


poor and comely wile 


we were delighted to see 


“area a iy ps 
(sage: The Policeman commandeered the first car 
that approached and ordered the driver to go to the 
nearest. hospital. 

commemorate verb honor the memory of 

(sage: Amar Javan Jyoti commemorates the valiaut 
soldiers who fought in different wars, 

commensurate adj. equal in extent 

{saves Your reward will be commensurate with your 
effort. 

commiserate verb feel or express pity or sympathy 
for 

['serwes Her friends commiserated with her widowed 
Status, 

commodions adj. spacious and comfortable 

Fsapes After sleeping in small roadside cabins, they 
found their hotel suite commodious. 

communal adj, held in common; of a group of people 

F sane: When they were divorced, they had trouble 
dividing their communal property. 

vompact noun agreement, contract 

Csaves Jawaharlal Nehru was the brain behind the 
Panchsheel comtpact. 

compact adj, tightly packed; firm, brief 

(sage: His short, compact body was better suited to 
wrestling than to basketball. 

comparable adj, similar 

Usage: People working in PSUs or MNCs whose 
jobs are comparable should receive comparable 
salary as well. 

compatible adj, harmonious; in harmony with 
Usage: They were compatible neighbours, never 
quarreling over unimportant matters. 
(compatibility, N) 

compelling adj. overpowering, irresistible in effect 
Usage: The prosecutor presented a well-reasoned 
case, but the defense attorney's compelling 
arguments for leniency won over the jury. 
compensatory adj. making up for, repaying 


isp? 


R MAUVE Cis Nib ® 


Usage: The makers of the popular eolg _ 


satory education programme 


st for the inadequate schooling he received in 
nuk 


; 9 
earlier years f 
compile yerD assemble; gather, accumulate 


reage: ThE vocabulary expert advised us to plan and 
jel ile a list of the words most frequently used 
for the preparation of our competition examinations. 

complacency noun self- satisfaction, smugness; 
contentment 

Usage. Full of complacency about this latest victory, 
Reetesh looked smugly at the row of trophies on 
his mantelpiece. (complacent, Adj.) 

complaisant adj. trying to please; obliging 

Usage: The courtiers obeyed the king’s orders in a 
complaisant manner. 

complement verb complete; consummate; make 
perfect 

Usage: The waiter recommended a glass of port 
(sweet tasting dark-red, fortified wine) to 
complement the cheese. (Also N) 


Can 4 compen 


complementary adj. serving to complete something 


Usage: Shanker and Ishita’s skills are 
complementary, he’s good at following a daily 
routine, while she’s great at improving and handling 
emergencies. Together they make a great team. 

compliance noun readiness to yield; conformity in 
fulfilling requirements : 

Usage: Bullheaded Vikash was not noted for easy 
compliance with the demands of others. As an 
architect, however, Bill recognized that his design 
for the new school had to be in compliance with 
the local building code. 

compliant adj. yielding 
Usage: Because Naresh usually gave in and went 

along with whatever his friends desired, his mother 
was worried that he might be too compliant. 
complicity noun participation; involvement 
Usage: You cannot keep your complicity in this affair 
secret for very long ; you would be wise to admit 
your involvement immediately. 
component noun element; ingredient 
Usage: 1 wish all the components of my stereo system 
were working at the same time. 
composure noun mental calmness; tranquillity, 
self-possession 


Usage: Even the latest work crisis failed to shake 
her composure. 


compound verb combine; constitute; pay interest; 


increase 710 


| sae 
compound use a nasal decongestany vty 


antihistamine, (Also N) ap 

comprehensive adj. thorough; inclusive 

Usage: This book provides 4 comprehensiy, iad 
of verbal and math skills for the cop, Detis,. 
examinations. 

compress verb close; Squeeze, contract 

Usage: She compressed the package under h., 7 

comprise verb include, consist of “ 

Usage: If the Union Territories, Pondicherry “ws 
Daman & Diu were to be granted statehood }, x, 
would comprise thirty states. 

compromise verb adjust or settle by making Mutys 
concessions; endanger the interests Or reputatios of 

Usage: Sometimes the presence of neutral third par. 
can help adversaries compromise their differen, 
Unfortunately you’re not neutral; therefore, yx, 
presence here compromises our chances of teachin: 
an agreement. (Also N) 

compunctisn noun Temorse, 4 sharp feeling of 
uneasiness brought on by a sense of guilt 

Usage: The judge was especially severe in his 
sentencing because he felt that the criminal het 
shown no compunction for his heinous crime. 

compute verb reckon; calculate 

Usage: He failed to compute the interest, so his bank 
balance was not accurate. (computation, N) 

concave adj. hollow and curved like the inside of é 
bowl 

Usage: The back-packers found partial shelter fro 
the storm by huddling against the concave wall ©: 
the cliff. 

coneede verb admit; yield 

sage: Despite all the evidence Monica had 

assembled, Mark refused to concede that she wet 
right. 

conceit noun vanity or self-love; whimsical ide 
extravagant metaphor 

Usage: Although Jagdish was smug and puffed ‘a 
with conceit, he was an entertaining compasie® 
always expressing himself is amusing conceits ® 
witty turns of phrase. | 

concentric adj. having a common centre 

Usage: The target was made of concentric cis 

conception noun beginning; forming of 40 idee 

Usage: At the first conception of the work, he Ww 
consulted. (conceive, V) 


les. 








| ted @ dj. mutually agreed on; done together 
afi 


«afi ong " : 
a we All the girl scouts made a concerted effort to 
yr funds for their annual outing, 
fais . er 
i when the movie star appeared, his fans Jet outa 
concerted sigh. 
acession noun an act of yielding 
on 


vsqgt: Before they could reach an agreement, both 
gn had to make certain concessions, 


paciiatory adj. reconciling, soothing 

sage: She was still angry despite his conciliatory 
words. (conciliate, V) | 
-oncise adj. brief and compact 


visage: When you define a new word, be concise; 
the shorter the definition, the easier it is to 
remember. 

conclusive adj, decisive; ending all debate 


sage: When the stolen books were recovered from 
Neeta’s locker, we finally had conclusive evidence 
of the identity of the mysterious thief. 


concoct verb prepare by combining; make up in 
concert 

Usage: How did the inventive chef even concoct such 
a strange dish? (concoction, N) 


concomitant noun that which accompanies 


Usage: Culture is not always a concomitant of 
wealth. (Also Adj.) 
concord noun harmony; agreement between people 
or things 
Usage: For success in life one should have concord 
between ones capabilities and set goals. 
concur verb agree; to occur at the same time; coincide 
Usage: Did you concur with the decision of the court 
or did you find it unfair? | 
concurrent adj. happening at the same a | 
Usage: In America, the colonists were resisting the 
demands of the mother country; at the cone” wos 
moment in France, the middle class was sowing the 
seeds of rebellion. 
condemn verb censure; sentence, fo 
particular state 
Usage: The opposition ¢ 
the government to demo 
shops constructed on unau 
condense verb mark more ei yer fro 
or abridge; reduce into ® ; ecessary words from 
Usage: If you cut out the unt 5 pamgtiagh. 


jt tO 
your essay, you can pacer i ees 
ole ; 
Or, As the bathroom co 3 droplets of water. 


the shower condensed in 


ondemned the decision of 
lish the citizen’s house and 
thorized Jand. 

mpact oF dense; shorten 
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Condescend verb bestow ¢ 
ar; to deal with others in 
lo make concessions 


Ourtesies with a superior 
4 proud or haughty way; 


Ie be ' 
Usage: The King condescen 


ded to prar 
sae : grant an audience 
a friends of the condemned. (condescension N) 
condiments noun Seasoning; spices 


Usage: Spanish food is full of condiments. 

condole verb express sympathetic sorrow 

Usage: His friends gathered to condole with him over 
the death of his father. (condolence, N) 


condone verb overlook; forgive; give tacit approval, 
excuse 


Usage: It’s better to condone some initial faults of 
one’s employees. 


conducive adj. contributive; tending to or leading 
(to an effect) 


Usage: Rest and proper diet are conducive to good 
health. 


conduit noun aquaduct; passageway for fluids; a 
fountain 

Usage: Water was brought to the army in the desert 
by an improvised conduit from the adjoining 
mountain. 

confidant noun trusted friend 

Usage: He had no confidant with whom he could 
discuss his problems at home. 

confine verb shut in; restrict the movement of 

Usage: The terrorists had confined their prisoner in 
4 small room. However, they had not chained him 
to the wall or done anything else to confine his 
movements further. (confinement, N) 

confirm verb corroborate; verify; support 

Usage: I have several witnesses who will confirm 
my account of what happened. 

confiscate verb seize; commandeer 

Usage: The army confiscated all available supplies 
of uranium. 

conflagration noun great fire 

Usage: In the conflagration that followed the 1906 
earthquake in the USA, much of San Francisco was 
destroyed. 

confluence noun flowing together of two streams, 
the place where they join, or a stream formed in 
this way, a coming together as of people; crowd; 
throng 

Usage: They built the city at the confluence of two 
rivers. 

Or, The security officers found it difficult to control 
the confluence of the rock star’s fans. 
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conformity noun harmony; agreement 

Usage: In conformity with our rules and regulations, 
1 am calling of our organization. 

confound verb confuse; puzzle 


Usage: No mystery could confound Sherlock Homes | 


for long. 


confrontation noun act of facing someone or 
something, encounter, often hostile 

Usage: Mohit hoped to avoid any confrontations 
with his ex-wife, but he kept on running into her at 
the health club, 


Or, How would you like to confront someone, who 


can bench press 200 pounds? (confront, V; 
confrontational, Adj.) 
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congeal verb freeze; coagulates 

Usage: His blood congealed in his veins as he say 
the dread monster rush toward him. 

congenial adj. pleasant, friendly 

Usage: Life becomes an enjoyable journey with 
congenial companions at your side. 

congenital adj. existing at birth 

Usage: Were you born stupid or did you just tum 
out this way? In other words, is your idiocy acquired 
or congenital? 

Or, Doctors are able to cure some congenital 
deformities such as cleft palates by performing 
operations on infants. 









pglomeration noun mass of materials Sticking 
cole 

agether 

eave: He presented such a conglomeration of 


qiscellaneous statistics that it was impossible to find 
, single area of analysis. 


congruent adj. im agreement; corresponding; 
harmonious 

sage: In formulating a hypothesis, we must keep it 
congruent with what we know of the real world. It 
should not disagree with our experience. 

conifer noun pine tree; cone-bearing tree 


Usage: According to geologists the conifers were 
the first plants to bear flowers. 


conjeci.ie Noun surmise; guess work; occult 
divination 
Usage: Let me end all your conjectures. I admit I 
caused the rift between the two close friends. 
(Also V) 
conjugal adj. pertaining to marriage 
Usage: Their dreams of conjugal bliss were shattered 
as soon as their temperaments clashed. 
conjure verb summon a devil; practice magic; 
imagine or invent 
Usage: Sorcerers conjure devils to appear; magicians 
conjure white rabbits out of hats while political 
candidates conjure up images of reformed cities and 
4 world at peace! 
connivance noun assistance; pretense of ignorance 
of something wrong; permission to offend 
Usage: With the connivance of old employees, he 
Plotted to embarrass his autocratic boss. 
(connive, V) 
“Onnoisseur noun person competent to act as a judge; 
a lover or an art 
Usage: In the recent years, she had developed into a 
Connoisseur of fine art. 
“Snnhotation noun suggested or implied meaning of 
an expression 
Usage: Foreigners frequently are unaware of the 
‘onnotations of the words they use. 


“Sanubial adj. pertaining to marriage or the 
Matrimonial state 


(conglomeration - countermand) 


Usage: In his telegram, he wished the newlyweds a 
lifetime of connubial bliss. 


conscientious adj. scrupulous; careful 


Usage: A conscientious editor, she checked every 
definition for its accuracy. 


consecrate verb dedicate: sanctify 


Usage: We shall consecrate our lives to the noble 
purpose of eradicating illiteracy. 
consensus noun general agreement 


Usage: The consensus indicates that we are opposed 
to entering into this pact. 

consequential adj. pompous; important; self- 
important 

Usage: Convinced of his own importance, the actor 
strutted about the dressing room with a 
consequential air. 

conservatory noun the school of fine art (especially 
music or drama) 

Usage: A gifted violinist, Maya was selected to study 
at the conservatory. 

consign verb deliver officially; entrust; set apart; to 
hand over; to assign to an undesirable position or 
place; relegate 

Usage: The court consigned the child to her paternal 
grandmother’s care. (consignment, N) 

consistency noun absence of contradictions 
dependability; uniformity, degree of thickness 

Usage: Holmes judged puddings and explanations 
on their consistency. He liked his puddings without 
lumps and his explanations without improbabilities. 

console verb lessen sadness or disappointment; give 


comfort 
Usage: When her father died, Manak did his best to 
console Rita. | 
consolidation noun unification; process of becoming 
firmer or stronger 
e: The recent consolidation of several small 
airlines into one major company has left observers 
of the industry wondering whether room still exists 
for the ‘little guy’ in aviation. (consolidate, V) 
consonance Noun harmony; agreement - 
Usage: Her agitation seemed out of consonance Wl 


her usual clam. 


Usag 
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consort Per? associate with 

Lisuge: We frequently judge people by the company 
they comsert with. 

wort Hout husband or wife 

gsage: The search for a consort for the Young Queen 

Victoria ended happily. 

easily seen, noticeable, striking 


au 


conspicueus ad), 

Usege: Yukta Mukhi was conspicuous both for her 
ved hair streaks and for her extraordinary height. 

epaspiracy noun treacherous plot 

(sage: Brutus and Cassius joined in the conspiracy 
to kill Jutius Caesar. (conspire, V) 


constituent neu supporter 

t'sage: The MPs received hundreds of letters from 
angry constituents after the Reservation Bill was 
passed. 

constraint noun compulsion; repression of feelings 

Usage; Salary is no constraint in this company for a 
deserving candidate. (constrain, V) 

eonstrue verb explain; interpret 

lf | construe your remarks correctly, you 

already advanced. 


Usage: 
totally disagree with the theory 


consummate adj. complete or perfect in every Way; 


supreme 
tsage: [have never seen anyone who makes as many 
stupid errors as you do; you must be a consummate 
idiot. (Also V) 
centagion "oun ‘infection: the causative agent of a 
communicable disease, bacteria or virus 
Usage: Fearing contagion, they took great steps to 
prevent the spread of the disease. 
contaminate verb pollute; to make impure 
Usage: The sewage system of the Mumbai city 1s so 
contaminated that water clogging is bound to 
happen. 
contemporary oun person belonging to the same 
period 
Usage: Though Charlotte Bronte and George Eliot 
were contemporaries, the two novelists depicted 
— Victorian world in markedly different ways. 
(Also Adi.) 
contempt noun scorn, disdain 
Usage: The heavyweight boxer looked at ordinary 
poapht with contempt, scoring them as weaklines 
WhO coulda’t hurt a fly, (coniemptuous, Adj. ) _ 
ln > 
etn ie was contemptible of him to be 
of people for beins weak. 
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contend verb struggle; compete; assert earns 

Usage; Sociologists contend thal some sited 
tribes have not developed and lead 4 primitive 
even after six decades of our independence life 

contention noun claim, thesis 

Usage; It is our contention that, if you foligy, Our 
strategy, you will boost your score. (conteng. yy 

contentious adj. quarrelsome; belligerent 

Usage: Disagreeing violently with the referees 4. 
coach became SO contentious that they threy him 
out of the game. 

test verb to try lo disprove or invalidat. 


con 
argument or legal action: 1, 


(something) as by 

dispute 
Usage: The defeated candidates attempted to contesy 

the election results. 
context noun writings P 


passage quoted 
Because these lines are taken out of context 


they do not convey the message the author intended, 

contiguous adj. adjacent to; touching upon 

Usage: The two countries are contiguous for 4 few 
miles: then they are separated by the gulf. 

continence noun self-restraint; sexual chastity 

Usaze: At the convent, Elina vowed to lead a life of 
continence. , 

contingent adj. dependent on; conditional 

Usage: Kareena’s father informed her that any raise 
in her allowance was contingent on the quality of 
her final grades. (contingency, N) 

contingent noun group that makes up part of 4 
gathering | 

Usage: The Hurriyat contingent of delegates at the 
Democratic National Convention was boisterous, 
sometimes rowdy too. 


receding and following the 


Usage: 


contortions noun twisting; distortions 

Usage: As the effects of the opiate wore away; the 
contortions of the patient became more violent 
demonstrated how much in she was enduring. 

contraband noun, adj. illegal trade; smuggling 

Usage: The coast guard tries to prevent traflic 1 
contraband goods. 

contract verb to compress or shrink; make @ pledge: 
catch a disease 

Usage: Warmn metal expands; cold metal contracts. 

contravene verb contradict; oppose; infringe o% © 
transgress 

Usage: Mr. Gupta did not expect frail daughter Raji 
(0 contravene his will by cloping with Kajal. 


7 


pyite ai penitent 
pon 


os Here contrite tears did NOt influence (he judpe 


pel he imposed the sentence tor here rine if drup 


ddling: {e ONION, N) 


rived ad), forced; artificial, not spontaneous 
! 


rage Not feeling quite at ease with his new 


it) 
WaWSs + Jamshe d made a few COnTrived vtle 


Wpts it 
spaversation and then retreated into silence, 


eOttor ert verb Oppose With atpuMent: Altenip 1 
refute; contradict 
Pages The witness's testimony was go clear and her 
reputation for honesty so well-established (hat the 
defense attorney decided it was wiser to nuke no 
attempt lo cenfrovert what she said. 


contusion noun bruise 

Usage? Black and blue after her fall: Sushmita Wis 
treated for contusions and abrasions. 

conundrum noun riddle whose answer contains a pun 
such as: “What is the difference between a jeweller 
and a jailer?” “One 
watches cells” 


sell watches and the other 
Usage: During the long car ride, she invented 
conundrums to entertain the children, 
convene yerb assemble 
Usage: Because much needed legislation had to be 
enacted, the governor ordered the legislature to 
convene in the special parliament session. 
convention noun social or moral custom, established 
practice 
Usage: It’s very risky to challenge convention of any 
society as it is deep rooted in its every individual. 
conventional aaj. ordinary; typical 
Usage: His conventional upbringing left him wholly 
unprepared for his wife's eccentric family, 
converge yerb approach; tend to meet; come together 
Usage: The doctors from distant places converged 
in the capital to protest against the proposed OBC 
reservations. 
converse verb chat; talk informally 
Usage: Lallan was all ears while Lalu and Chhotu 
conversed. Wasn't it rude of him to eavesdrop on 
their conversation? (conversation, N) 
converse noun opposite 
Usage: The inevitable converse of peace is not war 
but annihilation, 
conversant adj. familiar or acquainted with 


Usage? > You don’t need to worry, the lawyer is 
conversant with all the evidences of the case. 


ae (CONGLOMERATION 
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Convert NOH one peti 


| | Who his adopted a different 
relimion or opinion 


Usapes On hh 
Ke ON bis telp to Japin, though the President 
spoke ut length about the 


 Virities af Chinese 
Wulomobiles, ite trevele lew ConVartsE to hii helt 
(Also N) 


POHVES cdf, curving outward 
} garg ‘ ' \ 

Usage? He polished the eonvex lens ol his telescope, 

COMVEYINEE Hon vehicle: iansfer 
} i* “4 / 1‘. 4 ‘ 

C/ varie, During the transit strike: commuters used 
various kinds of conveyances, 

conviction noun judgment that someone is puilty of 
awerime; strongly held belief 

Usage: Liven her conviction for murder did not shake 
Pritam’s conviction that Nishant was innocent of 
the crime, 

convivial adj, festive; pay; characterized by joviality 

Cyapes The convivial celebrators of the victory sang 
their college songs, 

convoke yerb call together 


l/veve: The Parliament House was convoked at the 


outbreak of the emergency. (convocation, N) 
convoluted adj. coiled around; intricate 
(yape: His argument was so convoluted that few of 
us could follow it intelligently, 
copious adj. plentiful 
Usage: She had copious reasons for rejecting the 
proposal. 
coquelle noun flirt 
{/sage? Because she refused to give him an answer 
to his proposal of marriage, he called her a coquette, 
(Also V) 
cordial adj. gracious; heartfelt 
Usage: Our hosts greeted us at the airport with 
cordial welcome and a hearty hug. 
cordon noun extended line of men or fortifications 
lo prevent access or cgress 
Usage: The police cordon was so tight that the 
criminals could not leave the area. (Also V) 
cornucopia noun horn overflowing with fruit and 
grain; symbol of abundance 
Usage: The encyclopedia salesman claimed the new 
edition was a veritable cornucopia of information, 
an inexhaustible source of knowledge for the entire 
family. 
corollary noun consequence, accompaniment 
Usage: Brotherly love is a complex emotion, with 
2 kipling rivalry its natural corollary. 
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coronation noun ceremony of crowning a quecn or 
king 
Usage: When the witches told Macbeth he would be 
king, they failed to warn him that he would lose his 
erown soon after his coronation. 
corporeal adj. bodily; material 
Usage: The doctor had no patience with spiritual 
matters; his job was to attend to his patients’ 
corporeal problems, not to minister to their souls. 
corpulent adj. very fat; obese 
Usage: The corpulent man has resolved to reduce. 
(corpulence, N) 
correlation noun mutual relationship 
Usage: He sought to determine the correlation that 
existed between ability in algebra and ability to 
interpret reading exercises. (correlate, V & N) 
corroborate verb confirm; support 
Usage: Though Nimesh was quite willing to 
corroborate Ajit’s story, their aunt knew better than 
to believe either of them. 
corrode verb destroy by chemical action 
Usage: The girders supporting the bridge corrode 
so gradually that no one suspected any danger until 
the bridge suddenly collapsed. (corrosion, V) 
corrosive adj. eating away by chemicals or disease 
Usage: Stainless steel is able to withstand the effects 
of corrosive chemicals. (corrode, V) 


216 


$$$ 


corrugated adj. wrinkled; ridge 





Usage: She wished she could smooth aWAY the 
wrinkles from her husband's corrugated brow. 

cosmic adj, pertaining to the universe; vast 

Usage: Cosmic rays derive their name from the fact 
that they bombard the earth's atmosphere from oute, 
space. (cosmos, N) 

cosmopolitan adj. sophisticated 

Usage: Her years in the capital had transformed he, 
into a cosmopolitan young woman highly aware of 
international affairs. 

coterie noun group that meets socially; select circle 

Usage: After his book had been published, he was 
invited to join the literary coterie that lunched daily 
in the hotel. 

countenance verb to give support or sanction to; 
approve or tolerate; to approve 

Usage: He refused to countenance such rude 
behaviour on their part. 

countenance noun the look on a person’s face that 
shows ones nature or feelings; facial features; visage 

Usage: When Prakash saw his newborn daughter, a 
proud smile spread across his countenance. 

countermand verb cancel: revoke 


Usage: The general countermanded the orders issued 
in his absence. 
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rpart noun a thing that completes another 


,ounte . 
ery much alike 


dings V 
psage: Night and day are counterparts, 
complementing one another. | 
coup noun highly successful action or sudden attack 
sage: As the news of his coup spread throughout, 
his wellwishers dropped by to congratulate him, 
couple verb join; unite 
Usage: High ambition coupled with hard work and 
dedication would do miracles in bringing about 
one’s success, (Also N) 
courier noun messenger 
Usage: The publisher sent a special courier to pick 
up the manuscript from the author. 
covenant noun agreement 
Usage: We must comply with the terms of the 
covenant, 
covert adj. secret; hidden; implied 
Usage: Investigations of the CBI and other secret 
service networks reveal that such covert operations 
can get out of control. 
covelous adj. avaricious; something to be eagerly 
desirous for 
Usage: The child was covefous by nature and wanted 
to take away the toys belonging of his classmate. 
(covet, V) 
cow verb terrorize; intimidate; to make someone 
timid and submissive by filling with fear or awe 
Usage: The little boy was so cowed by the hulking 
bully that he gave up his lunch money without a 
word of protest. . 
cower verb shrink quivering, as from fear 
Usage: The frightened child cowered in the corner 
of the room. 
coy adj. shy; modest; coquettish | 
Usage: Reluctant to commit himself 50 cathy in the 
deal, Rohit was coy in his answers to his friend’s 
offer. . 
cozen verb cheat; hoodwink, swine 
Usage: He was the kind of invividual who ani 
ee a. i nq cheap card game but remain 
cozen his friends in a alt glibc 
eminently ethical in all bus 
crabbed adj. sour; peevish 
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Usage: The crabbed old man was avoided by the 
children because he scolded them when they made 
noise, 

crattiness noun slyness: trickiness 
Usapes\n many Native American legends, the coyote 
is the cleaver (trickster, the embodiment of 
craftiness., (craft y, Adj.) 





Note : Coyote is a wild animal of the dog family, 
native to the North American plains, it resembles 
a small wolf 





crass adj. very unrefined; grossly insensible 
Usage: The film critic deplored the crass 
commercialism of movie-makers who abandon 
artistic standards in order to make quick bucks. 
craven adj, very cowardly; abjectly afraid 
Usage: His craven refusal to join the protest was 
criticized by his comrades, who had expected him 
to be brave enough to stand up for his beliefs. 
(Also N) 
credence noun belief esp, in the reports or testimony 
of another; credentials (now, mostly used in the 
phrases) letters of credence 
Usage: Do not place any credence in his promises. 
credibility noun believability; trustworthiness 
Usage; Because the candidate had made some pretty 
unbelievable promises, the interviewers began to 
question the credibility of everything she said. 
credo noun creed; a brief statement of religious 
belief; confession of faith 
Usage; | believe we may best describe his credo by 
saying that it approximates the Golden Rule. 
credulity noun belief on slight evidence, gullibility, 
naiveté 
Usage: No artists take advantage of the credulity of 
inexperienced investors to swindle them out of the 
saving. (credulous, Adj.) 
creed noun system of religious or ethical belief 
Usage: Every loyal Indian’s creed must emphasize 
love for the country and its democracy, 
crescendo noun increase in the volume of intensity, 
(as in a musical passage); climax 
Usage: | love it when a piece of music suddenly shifts 
its mood, dramatically switching from a muted, 


contemplative passage to a crescendo with blaring 
trumpets and clashing cymbals. 
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culminate verb attain the highest point, climay 


crest noun highest point of a hill; foamy top of a 


wave 
Usage: Fleeing the tidal wave, | 
scrambled to reach the erest of the chi 
they watched the crest of the wave bre 
their vantage point. 
erestfallen adj. dejected, dispirited } 
Usage: We were surprised at his reaction to the failure 
of his project, instead of being crestfallen, he was 
busily engaged in planning new activities. 
crevice noun crack; fissure 
Usage: The mountain climbers found footholds in 
the tiny crevices in the mountainside. 
verb shrink back, as if in fear 
g cringed, expecting a blow from his 


the islanders 
ff, With relief, 
ak well below 


cringé 
Usage: The do 
master. 
criterion noun standard used in judging 
Usage: What criterion did you use when you selected 
this essay as the prizewinner? 
crop verb cut off unwanted parts of a photograph; 
graze 
Usage: With care, Nitesh cropped the picture until 
its edges neatly framed the flock of sheep cropping 
the grass. 
crotchety adj. eccentric, whimsical 
Usage: Although he was reputed to be a crotchety 
old gentleman, I found his ideas substantially sound 
and sensible. 
erux noun crucial point 
Usage: This is the crux of the entire problem. 
Everything centres on its being resolved. 
crypt noun secret underground chamber or vault, 
usually used for burial 
Usage: Until recently, only bodies of clergy and 
leading statesmen were buried in this crypt. 
cryptic adj. mysterious; hidden; secret 
Usage: Thoroughly baffled by Pradeep’s cryptic 
remarks, Mahesh wondered whether Pradeep was 
intentionally concealing his thoughts about the case. 
cubicle noun small chamber used for sleeping 
Usage: After his many hours of intensive study in 
the library, he retired to his cubicle. 
cuisine noun style or cooking 
Usape: French cuisine is noted for its use of sauces 
and wines, 
cull verb pick out; reject 
Usage: Every month the farmer culls the non laying 
hens from his flock and sells them to the local 
butcher. (Also N) 
culinary adj. relating to cooking 
yo teed chefs attribute their culinary skills to 
se of spices. 
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(culmination, N) 

Usage: George Bush’s years of service to thie 
Republican party culminated in his being chosep 
as the Republican candidate for the presidency, Hj. 
subsequent inauguration as President of the Uniteg 
States marked the culmination of his Politica} 
career. 

culpable adj. deserving blame 

Usage: Corrupt politicians who condone the 
activities of the gamblers are equally culpable, 

culvert noun artificial channel for water 

Usage; If we build a culvert under the road at this 
point, we will reduce the possibility of the road’, 
being flooded during the rainy season. 

cumbersome adj. heavy; hard to manage 

Usage: He was burdened down by his sadistic boss 
with cumbersome works. i 

cumulative adj. growing by addition 

Usage: Vocabulary building is a cumulative process: 
as you go through your flash cards, you will add 
new words to your vocabulary, one by one. 

cupidity noun greed; strong desire, esp. for wealth: 
avarice yo 

Usage: The defeated people could not satisfy the 


cupidity of the conquerors, who. demanded 


excessive tribute. = 

curator noun superintendent; manager 

Usage: The members of the board of trustees of the 
museum expected the new curator to plan events 


and exhibitions that would make the museum more 


popular. : 
curmudgeon noun churlish, miserly individual. 
Usage: Although he was regarded by many as a 
curmudgeon, a few of us were aware of the many 
kindnesses and acts of charity that he secretly 
performed. | 
cursive adj. flowing, running 
Usage: In normal writing we run our letters together 
in cursive form; in printing, we separate the letters. 
cursory adj. casual; hastily done 
Usage: Because a cursory examination of the ruins 


indicates the possibility of arson, we believe the* 


Insurance agency should undertake a more extensiV¢ 
investigation of the fire’s cause. 

curtail verb shorten; reduce 

Usage: When Neil asked Nicky for a date, she said 
she was really sorry she couldn’t go out with him 
. ; er dad had ordered her to curtail her social ite. 

cynical adj. skeptical or distrustful of human motives 

Usage: Cynical from birth, Sridhar was suspicio¥® 
Whenever anyone gave him a gift ‘with no string® 
attached.’ (cynic, N) 


a 


object of general attention 
ye pon a the movie star entered the party 
AS the cynosure Of all eyes, 


; ae : pecame 
4 i : . im . . Banded. 
pall‘ pp work as 18 non-serious fashion; splash 
: ’ ye 

we : 

se ntill bicketed : | 
gv The amateur partes dabble dat att. but 
ced a finished piece, 


F "sie ' 
ago produ 


” 
Ny 


noun raised platform for guests of honor 
when he approached the dais, he was greeted 
ees from the people who had come to honor 
bit . A a 
sank a disagreeabl) damp; moist and chilly 
rege? The walls of the dungeon were dank and 
cimy. 
dapper adj. neat and trim 
rage: Contrary to his shabby roles in the movies, 
‘nhis real life he is an excessively dapper soul who 
cganot stand to have a hair out of place. 
jappled adj. spotted 
veage: The sunlight filtering through the screens 
created a dappled effect on the wall. 
daub verb smear (as with paint) 
Usage: From the way he daubed his paint on the 
canvas, I could tell he knew nothing of oils. (Also N) 
daunt verb intimidate; frighten 
Usage: “Boast all you like of your prowess. Mere 
words cannot daunt me.” The hero answered the 
villain. 
dauntless adj. bold 
Usage: Despite the dangerous nature of the 
undertaking, the dauntless soldier volunteered tor 
the assignment. 
dawdie verb loiter; waste time 
Usage: We have to meet a deadline so don’t dawdle; 
just get down to work. 
deadlock noun standstill; stalemate 
Usage: Because negotiations had reached a deadlock, 
some of the delegates had begun to mutter about 
breaking off the talks. (Also V) 
. deadpan adj. wooden; impersonal oe 
Usage: We wanted to see how long he could maintain 
his deadpan expression. 


d cit 

‘ ve oe - skilled labour compelled the 

, . ls. 

, n trade schoo 

ae eorte downfall; complete disaster 

ae no en recently released special effect 
sage: In s -y flight turns into a debacle, with 
movies, rap A crew members collapsing, engines 
passengers -on baggage poppi t of 

. arry-on baggage popping out o 

falling apart, and © 


the overhead bins. 
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debase verb reduce in quality or value: lower in 
esteem; degrade 

Usage: In the times of political upheaval, the 
minorities refused to kneel down and prostrate 
themselves before their tormenters for they felt that 
to do so would debase their position, and they would 
not submit to such debasement. (debasement, N) 







Note : ‘To prostrate’ means to lie with the face 


downward in demonstration of great humility or 
abject submission | 


debauch verb corrupt; seduce from virtue 

Usage: Did Socrates’ teachings lead the young men 
of Athens to be virtuous citizens, or did they 
debauch them, causing them to question the 
customs of their fathers? Clearly, Socrates’ 
philosophical talks were nothing like the wild 


debauchery of the toga clad people in Animal 
House. 






Note : In ancient Rome, ‘toga’ was a loose one- 
piece outer garment worn in public, by the citizens 


debilitate verb weaken; enfeeble 

Usage: Rashid’s severe bout of the flu debilitated 
him so much that he was too tired to go to work for 
a week. 

debonair adj. friendly; aiming to please 

Usage: The debonair youth was liked by all who 
met him, because of his cheerful and obliging 
manner. 

debris noun rubble 

Usage: A full year after the earthquake in Gujarat, 
they were still carting away the debris. 

debunk verb expose as false, exaggerated, worthless, 
etc; ridicule 

Usage: Pointing out that he consistently had voted 
against strengthening anti-pollution legislation, 
reporters debunked the candidate’s claim that he 
was a fervent environmentalist. 

debutante noun young woman making formal 
entrance into society 

Usage: As a debutante, she was often mentioned in 
the society columns of the newspapers. 

decadence noun decay 

Usage: The moral decadence of the people is 


reflected in the lewd movie scenes of the present 
time, 


decapitate verb behead 

Usage: In the ancient days, they did not hang the 
cuplrit but decapitated them. 

decelerate verb slow down 

Usage: Seeing the emergency blinkers in the road 
ahead, he decelerated his car. 
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deciduous adj. falling off (as of leaves) 

Usage: The oak is a deciduous tree; in winter it looks 
quite bare. 

decimate verb kill, usually one out of ten 

U'sage: We do more to decimate our population in 
automobile accidents than we do in war. _ 

decipher verb interpret secret code 

Usage: Lacking his code book, the spy was unable 
to decipher the scrambled message sent to him by 
his chief. | 

declivity noun downward slope 

Usage: The children loved to ski down the declivity. 

décolleté adj. having a low-necked dress 

Usage: Current fashion trends decrees that evening 
gowns be décolleté this season, bare shoulders are 
again the vogue, 

decomposition verb decay 

Usage: Despite the body’s advanced state of 
decomposition, the police were able to identify the 
murdered man. 

decorum noun propriety; orderliness and good taste 
in manners 

Usage: Even the best-mannered students have trouble 
behaving with decorum on the Jast day of school. 


(decorous, Adj.) 

decoy noun lure or bait 

Usage: The terrorists were not fooled by the decoy 
planted by the armed forces. (Also V) 

decrepit adj. worn out by age 
sage: The decrepit car is the most awful thing that 
he has cherished all throughout his life. 


decrepitude noun state of collapse caused by illness 


or old age 
Usage: | was unprepared for the state of decrepitude 


in which I had found my old friend; he seemed to 
have aged twenty years in six months. 

decry verb express strong disapproval of; disparage 

Usage: The founder of the Children’s Development 
Fund, Mrs. Swaminathan, strongly decries the lack 
of financial and moral support for street children in 
India today. 

deducible adj. derived by reasoning 

Usage: If we accept your premise, your conclusions 
are easily deducible. 

deface verb mar; disfigure 

Usage: If you deface a library book, you will have 


we — 
















== Worp SET = = = = = : 


(deciduous — dermatologist) _ 





lo pay a hefly fine, 

defame verb harm someone's reputation; tivaligny 
slander 

Usage: If your try to defame My 2000 Name my 
lawyers will see you in court, 

Or, If rival candidates persist In defaming one 
another, the voters may conclude that all politiciay, 
are crooks. (defamation, N) 

default noun failure to act 

When the visiting team failed to show up for 

ame, they lost the game by default, 

Or, When Jatin failed to make the payments on his 
new Maruti Swift, the dealers took back the car 
because be had defaulted on his debt. 

defeatist adj. attitude of one who Is ready to accept 
defeat as a natural outcome 

Usage: If you maintain your defeatist attitude, you 
will never succeed. (Also N) 

defection noun abandonment of loyalty, duty, or 
principle; desertion; a failing or failure 

Usage: The young generation of the country, who 
had made him its idol, was hurt most by his 
defection from the social cause. 

defer verb delay till later; exempt temporarily 
Usage: The date of the declaration of results may be 
deferred. The reason of this deferment is 
dontinuous strike of university professors. 
(deferment, N) 

defer verb give in respectfully; submit 
Usage: When it comes to making decisions about 
purchasing software, we must defer to Mr, Pradhan, 
the computer expert; he gets the final word. He, 
however, can defer these questions to no one, only 
he can decide. 

deference noun courteous regard for another’s wish 

Usage: In deference to the minister’s request, please 
do not take photographs during the wedding 
ceremony. | 

defiance noun refusal to yield; resistance . 

Usaze: No one could understand the reason of us 
defiance to marry Neha. (defy, V) 

defile verb pollute; profane 

Usage: The political gangsters, instigated by “A 
opposition, defiled the party office with thels 
scurrilous writings. 


Usape: 
the big 2 


ay 


tive ad). final; — | 
eli? “carl Sandburg’s Abraham Lincoln may be 
ps8 4 as the definitive work on the life of the 
ce gmancipator. 
Fae! yerb tum aside | 
reat His life was saved when his Cigarette case 
‘i acted the bullet. 
otal verb destroy leaves 
poage? During oe icone War, the army made 
tensive use of chemical agents to defoliate the 
oodlands. 
jeiray verb pay the costs of 
sage: Her employer offered to defray the costs of 
ner MBA in Sales and Marketing. 
deft adj. neat; skillful 
usage: The deft waiter uncorked the champagne 
without spilling a drop. 
defunct adj. dead; no longer in use or existence 
Usage: In order to find out more details the lawyers 
sought to examine the books of the defunct 
corporation. 
defuse verb remove the fuse of a bomb: reduce or 
eliminate a threat 
Usage: Police negotiators are trained to defuse 
dangerous situations by avoiding confrontational 
language and behaviour. 
degenerate yerb become worse; deteriorate 
Usage: Such government policies will do nothing 
but degenerate the entire system. 
Or, His health is degenerating day by day. 
degradation noun humiliation, debasement 
Usage: Some secretaries object to fetching the boss 
a cup of tea because they resent the degradation ot 
doing such lowly tasks. (degrade, V) 
dehydrate yerb remove water from; dry out 
Usage: Running under hot sun quickly dehydr ates 
the body; joggers carry water bottles and drink from 
them frequently. 
deify verb turn into a god; idolize 
Usage: ‘Admire Amitabh Bachchan's acting skills, 
‘ou just don’t need to deify him.’ 
deign eb coniiesuend to do — thought 
to ight ath ones dignity 
Us ead fashion designer would not 
deign to speak to a mere pore 
delectable adj, delightful: 7 oe a most delectable 
Usage: We thanked our host 
meal. | 
lelete verb erase; st yng delete this paragraph, 
Usage: Less 1s more. 1 pa greater appeal. 
your whole essay will ha health or well-being; 
deleterious adj. harmful ' 
injurious ing i - 
Usage: If you believe that Sit S deleterious to 
your health then forge * 
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deliberate yerh consider; ponder 


Usage: Offered the new job, she asked for time to 
deliberate before she told them-her decision. 

delineate yerb portray; depict; sketch 

Usage: Using only a few descriptive phrases, Jane 
Austen delineates the character of Mr. Collins so 
well that we can predict his very move. 
(delineation, N) 

(elirium noun mental disorder marked by confusion 

Usage: In his delirium, the drunkard saw pink 
panthers and talking pigs. 

delude yerb deceive; to fool, as by false promises or 
wrong notions 

Usage: The ‘other woman’ in his life may have 
deluded herself into believing that he would leave 
his wife and marry her. 

deluge noun flood; rush 

Usage: Our advertisement for the position, received 
a deluge of applications. 

delusion noun false belief: hallucination 

Usage: Diwakar suffers from delusions of grandeur: 
he thinks he’s a world-famous author when he’s 
published just one paperback book. 

delve verb dig; investigate 

Usage: Delving into old books and manuscripts is 
part of a researcher’s job. 

demagogue noun person who appeals to people’s 
prejudice; false leader of people 

Usage: The spiritual guru was accused of being a 


demagogue because he made promises that aroused 
futile hopes in his followers. 


demean verb degrade; humiliate 

Usage: Standing on his dignity, he refused to demean 
himself by replying to the offensive letter. 

Or, If you truly believed in the dignity of labour, you 
would not think it would demean you to work as a 
janitor. 

demeanour noun behaviour: bearing 

Usage: His sober demeanour quietened the noisy 
revelers. 

demented adj. insane; mentally deranged 

Usage: Nana Patekar often excels in the roles of 
demented lunatics. (dementedly, Adv.) 

Or, If you’re demented, your mental state is out of 
whack; in other words, you’re wacky. 

demise noun death 

Usage: Upon the demise of the dictator of the 
company, a bitter dispute about succession to power 
developed. 

demolition noun destruction 

Usage: One of the major aims of the air forces of 
different countries, during the World War-II, was 
the complete demolition of all means of 
transportation by bombing of rail lines and 
terminals. (demolish, V) 
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fiendish 
anish inquisition devise 
of torture. (demon, N) 


demoniac adj. 


Usage: The Sp d many 


‘ae means 
demomtar ‘on —“ 5 \4 
demur verh object (because of doubts, scruples); 
esitate | 
: ard of directors, 


Usage: When offered a post on the bo 
Prakash demurred; he had scruples about taking 
on the job because he was unsure he could handle 
+ in addition to his other responsibilities. 

demure adj. grave; serious; COY 

Usage: She was demure and reserved, a nice modest 
girl whom any young man would be proud to take 
home to his mother. 

demystify verb clarify; free from mystery or obscurity 
Usage: Helpful doctors demystify medical 
procedures by describing them in everyday 
language. 

denigrate verb blacken; to disparage the character 
or reputation of; defame 

Usage: All attempts to denigrate the character of 

Princess Diana have failed; people throughout the 

world still love her and cherish her memory. 

denizen noun inhabitant or resident; regular visitor 

Usage: The denizens of the unauthorized slum area 
unanimously raised their voice for legalization of 
the land. 

denotation noun meaning; the direct, explicit 
meaning or reference of a word or term; 
distinguishing by name 

Usage: A dictionary will always give us the 
denotation of a word; frequently, it will also give 

us the connotations. (denote, V) 

denouement noun outcome; final development of the 
plot of a play 

Usage: The play was childishly written; the 
denouement was obvious to sophisticated 
theatergoers as early as the middle of the first act. 

denounce verb condemn; criticize 

Usage: The reform candidate denounced the corrupt 
city officers for having betrayed the public’s trust. 

(denunciation, N) 

depict verb portray 

Usage: Shakespeare was known for his extraordinary 
art of depicting his characters. 

deplete verb reduce; exhaust, to make less by 
gradually using up (resources, funds, strength, etc.) 
to use up gradually the resources, strength, etc, 

Usage: We must wait until we deplete our present 
inventory before we order replacements. 

deplore verb regret; disapprove of 
Usage: Although I deplore the vulgarity of the 

novelist’s language, I defend his right to express 
himself freely. 
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deploy verb spread out (troops) in an extended ™ 
though shallow battle line. atey 

Usage: The general ordered the battalion tg d 
in order to meet the enemy's offensive moves” 

depose ver dethrone; remove from office - 

Usage: The army attempted to depose the preg: de 
and set up military government. ie 

deposition noun removal from office or position 
power; testimony under oath 

Usage: He made his deposition in the Distr. 
Magistrate’s chamber. a 

Or, His deposition from the post of General Manage, 
Sales & Marketings, came as a shock to EVETY Cine 
in the organization. 

depravity noun extreme corruption; wickedness 

Usage: The depravity of the ex-MP Amarman; 
Tripathi’s behaviour came to sicken even those who 
had willingly participated in his earlier electigy, 
campaigns. 

deprecate verb express disapproval of; protest 
against; belittle 

Usage: A firm believer in old-fashioned courtesy, 
Mr. Shukla deprecated the modern tendency to 
address new acquaintances by their first names, 
(deprecatory, Adj.) 

depreciate verb lessen in value 

Usage: If you neglect this property, it will depreciate, 

depredation noun plundering 

Usage: After the depredations of the Mughal 
invaders, the onetime affluent people were left 
penniless. | 

deranged adj, isane 


Usage: He had to be institutionalized because he was. 


mentally deranged. 

derelict adj. abandoned; negligent 

Usage: The derelict craft was a menace to navigation. 
Whoever abandoned it in the middle of the harbour 
was derelict in living up to his responsibilities as a 
boat owner. (Also N) 

deride verb ridicule; make fun of 

Usage: The critics derided his pretentious dialogue 


and refused to consider his play curiously. . 


(derision, N) 

derivation adj. unoriginal; arrived from another 
source , 

Usage: Although her early poetry was clearly 
derivative in nature, the critics thought she had 
inherent talent and eventually would find her 0” 
voice. 

dermatologist noun one who studies the skin and tS 
diseases 

U ange Your white patches are increasing day by day, 
I advise you to consult a dermatologist at onCe- 


1 
- sua ad a A 













a 


— ~ ene ee 
. 2 
- ’ ee —— 


-atory ad} expressing a low opinion 
ae j resent your derogatory remarks, 

we verb to talk or write at length: comment 
" ansively: discuss fully 

cat He dared to deseant upon any topic of 
save rsation, even when he knew very little about 


ihe subject under discussion. (Also N) 






Note : Descant, as noun, means the highest voice 
in polyphonic singing; as the treble or soprano; it 
could also mean; a two-part singing in which there 
isa fixed, known melody and a sub ordinate melody 
added above tt 







desery verb catch sight of 

Usage: Due to the distance, the army could barely 
descry the enemy vessels. 

desecrate yerb profane; violate the sanctity of 

Usage: Shattering the altar and trampling the holy 
objects underfoot, the Mughal invaders desecrated 
the temples of ancient India. 

desiccate perb dry up 

Usage: A tour of this smokehouse will give you an 
idea of how the pioneers used to desiccate food in 

_*order to preserve it. 

desolate adj, unpopulated 

Usage: After six months in the crowded bustling 
metropolis, Nishant was so sick of people that he 
was ready to head for the most desolate patch of 
wilderness he could find. 

desolate yerb rob of joy; lay waste to, forsake | 

Usage: The bandits of infamous Chambal Valley in 
Madhaya Pradesh desolated countless villages, 
burning farms and carrying off their harvest. 

. “espise verb look on with scorn; regard as worthless 
or distasteful 

Usage: Mrs. Sharma despised her neighbour’s newly 
bought car. 

despoil yerb plunder | 

Usage: The bandit chief warned that the villagers do 
hot yield, they will despoil the entire village. 
despondent adj. de ressed; gloomy | 

Usage: To the nie of his parents, Prakash became 


" up with Rekha; 
seriously despondent after he broke up 


Crogatory — 


dis 





gruntle) 


they despaired of finding a cure for his gloom. 
(despondency, N) 

despot noun tyrant; harsh, authoritarian ruler 

Usage: The king is expected to be benevolent not a 
despot. 

destitute adj, extremely poor 

Usage: Because they had no health insurance, the 
father’s costly illness left the family destitute. 

desultory adj. aimless; haphazard; digressing at 
random 

Usage: In prison Suresh set himself the task of reading 
Straight through the dictionary; to him, reading was 
purposeful, not desultory. 

detached adj. emotionally removed; calm and 
objective; physically unconnected 

Usage: A psychoanalyst must maintain a detached 
point of view and stay uninvolved with his or her 
patients’ personal lives. 

Or, To a child growing up in an apartment or a row 
house, living in a detached house was very strange 
experience. 

detergent noun cleansing agent 

Usage: Many new detergents have replaced soaps. 

determination noun resolve; measurement or 
calculation; decision 

Usage: Nothing could shake his determination that 
his children would get the best education that money 
could buy. 

deterrent noun something that discourages; hindrance 

Usage: Will the threat of capital punishment serve as 
a deterrent to potential killers? (deter, V) 

detonation noun explosion 

Usage: The detonation of the bomb could be heard 
miles away. 

detraction noun the act of defaming; slandering; 
aspersion 
Usage: Rabri Devi, the Ex-CM of Bihar was offended 
by the media’s frequent detractions of her ability as 
a leader. 

detrimental adj. harmful; damaging 
Usage: The candidate’s acceptance of major financial 
contributions from a well-known industrialist 
ultimately proved detrimental to his campaign, for 
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he lost the backing of many of bis carly gtissroot 
rs. (detriment, N) 


supporte a _ 
ay from (a principle, nonin); 


deviate ver? turn aw 
Jepart, diverge 
ane Mr. cael never deviated mom his daily 
routine; every day he set of {for work atcight o'clock, 
had his lunch at 12:15, andh saded home at the stroke 
of five. 
devious adj, roundabout, erratic; not straightforward 
Usage: The magician’s plan was so devious (hat it 
was only with great difficulty we could follow its 
shifts and dodges. 
devise verb think up; invent plan 
Usage: How clever he must be to have devised such a 
devious plan! What ingenious inventions might he 
have devised if he had turned his mind to science 
and not to crime. 
devoid adj. lacking; empty 
Usage: You may think her mind is a total void, but 
she’s actually not devoid of intelligence. She just 
sounds like an airhead. 
devotee noun enthusiastic follower 
Usage: devotees line up for miles everyday to offer 
their prayer at Siddhi Vinayak Temple. 
devout adj. pious | 
Usage: Mr. Narayan is areal devout; come what may 
he prays daily. 
dexterous adj. skillful 
Usage: The magician was so dexterous that we could 
not follow him as he performed his tricks. 
diabolical adj. devilish 
Usage: How could he even think of hatching such a 
diabolical plan. 
diagnosis noun art of identifying a disease; analysis 
of a condition 
Usage: In medical school Margaret developed her skill 
at diagnosis, learning how to read volumes from a 
rapid pulse or a hacking cough diagnose. (Also V; 
diagnostic, Adj.) 
dialectical adj. relating to the art of debate; mutual or 
reciprocal 
Usage: Teaching is inherently a dialectical situation 
the coach learns as much from her students as they 
learned from her. (dialectics, N) 
diaphanous adj. sheer; transparent 
Usage: They saw the burglar clearly through the 
diaphanous curtain. 
diatribe noun bitter scolding, invective 
Usage: During the lengthy diatribe delivered by his 
opponent he remained calm and self-controlled. 
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dichatotay noun aphiG beawiching tite ty, ban 
(capecially contradictory ones) . 

Hieape: Vishwas dids't kow how ty reesei ye Hh 
dichotomy between his ambition (0 fro to Colley, 7 
his childhood Losnapeinig, (PU awaty ANCL JODY tie thin 
industry. | | 

dictum noun authoritative and weighty Hilbert 
saying, maxim | 

t/sage: Some University administrations MUL forlfeyy 
the old dictum of “Publish or perish.” They don’) 
care how good a teacher you are, if you don’t Publics 
cnough papers, you're oul of a job. 

didactic adj, teaching; instructional 

Usage: Pope's lengthy poem An Essay on Man jy top 
didactic for my taste; I dislike it when the pocts tury 
preachy and moralize. | 

differentiate verb distinguish; perceive a difference 
between 

Usage; It is difficult to differentiate between a ‘good 
friend’ and ‘yoody-goody friend’. 

diffidence noun shyness « 

Usage: You must overcome your diffidence if yoy 
intend to become a sales executive. 

diffuse adj. wordy rambling: spread out (like a gas) 

Usage; If you pay authors by the word, you tempt 
them to produce diffuse manuscripts rather than brief 
and substantial ones. (diffusion, N) 

digression noun wandering away from the subject 

Usage: Nobody minded when Professor Thakur’s 
lectures wandered away from their official theme, 
his digressions were always more fascinating than 
the topic of the day. (digress, V) 

dilapidated adj, ruined because of neglect 

Usage: The dilapidated historical monument needed 
far more work than just new coat of paint. 
(dilapidation, N) 

dilate verb expand; make wider or larger 

Usage: In the dark, the pupils of your eyes dilate. 

dilatory adj. delaying 

Usage: Your dilatory tactics may compel them to 
cancel the contract. 

dilemma noun problem; choice of two unsatisfactory 
alternatives 

Usage: In this dilemma, he knew no one to whom he 
could turn for advice. 

dilettante noun aimless follower of the arts; amateur, 
dabbler 

Usage: He was not serious in his painting; he W® 
rather a dilettante. 

diligence noun steadiness of effort; persistent hard 
work 


— 


| | (DEROGATORY - DISGRUNTLE) i 203 
por employers were greatly impressed by hey 


Vo 


jot ce ond offered her a partnership in the firm 
ig? 
“ge Adj.) | 4: . 
( vet make less concentrated; reduce in strength 

aut ote preferred to dilute her coffee with milk 
sites Pe ee . mus 

(sion noun lessening; reduction in size 

mii 

im} . old Uncle Narayanmoorthy was as sharp at 
t it Ee “esos 3 F 

ae wy as he had been at fifty; increasing age led to 
* aninution of his mental acuity, 

0 ‘ 

yn continued loud noise 


sage The din of the jackhammers outside the 
jjssroom window drowned out the lecturer’s voice, 
(also V) | 

singhy noun a small boat carried on a ship; a row 
yoat used on the rivers of India 

sage: In the film Lifeboat, an ill-assorted group of 
passengers from a sunken ocean liner are marooned 
at sea in a dinghy. 

dingy adj. dull, not fresh; cheerless 


Usage: Refusing to be depressed by her dingy studio 
apartment, Preeti spent the weekend polishing the 
floors and windows and hanging bright posters on 
the walls. 

dint noun means; effort 


Usage: By dint of much hard work, the volunteers 
were able to place the raging forest fire under control. 

diorama noun life-size three-dimensional scene from 
nature or history 

Usage: Because they dramatically pose actual stuffed 
animals against realistic painted landscapes, the 
dioramas at the Museum of Natural History 
particularly impress high school biology students. 

dire adj. disastrous; arousing terror or causing extreme 
distress 

Usage: People ignored her dire predictions of an 
approaching depression. 

dirge noun lament with music 

Usage: The funeral dirge stirred us to tears. 

disabuse verb correct a false impression; undeceive 

Usage: I will attempt to disabuse you of your 
impression of my client’s guilt, [know he is innocent. 
disaffected adj. disloyal; to cause to lose affection 
for 

Usage: Once, the most loyal of the leader's BUpPOLtess, 
Ahmed found himself becoming increasingly 
disaffected. (disaffect, V) | 
disapprobation noun disapproval; cononmalon . 
Usage; The conservative father viewed his daughter's 
Tadical boyfriend with disapprobation. 

disarray noun a disorderly or untidy state 


Usage: After the Ne 
house was In total 
disavow: 


W Year’s 
disarray, 
ul noun denial: disclaiming 
Usage: His disavowal of his 
was not believed by the jury. (disavow V) 
disband ver) dissolve; disperse | 


Usage: The chess club disbanded 
Initial season. 


party, the once orderly 
Part in the conspiracy 


after its disastrous 


disburse verb pay out; spend 


Usage: When you disburse money on the company’s 
behalf, be sure to get a receipt. 

discernible adj. distinguishable; perceivable 

Usage: The vehicles on the road were not discernible 
from distance in the fog. (discern, V) 


discerning adj. mentally quick and observant; having 
insight 

Usage: Though no genius, the star was sufficiently 
discerning to tell her true friends from the countless 
phonies who flattered her. 

disclaim verb disown; renounce claim to 

Usage: If I grant you this privilege, will you disclaim 
all other rights? 

disclose verb reveal 


Usage: Although competitors offered him bribes, he 
refused to disclose any information about his 
company’s forthcoming product. (disclosure, N) 

discombobulated adj. confused; discomposed 

Usage: He became so discombobulated on looking 
at the CAT question paper that he could not even 
start with his answers for about half an hour. 

discomfit verb to frustrate the plans or expectations 
of ; to make uneasy; defeat; disconcert 

Usage: This strategy to grab the attention of the buyers 
will certainly discomfit the rival company. 
(discomfiture, N ; discomfited, Adj.) 

discomposure noun agitation; loss of poise 

Usage: Perpetually poised, the commandoes never 
exhibited a moment’s discomposure. 

disconcert noun confuse; upset; embarrass 

Usage: The lawyer was disconcerted by the evidence 
produced by her adversary. 

disconsolate adj. sad 

Usage: The death of his wife left him disconsolate. 

discord noun conflict; lack of harmony 

Usage: It is an utter amusement watching pointless 
discord between Tom and Jerry on Cartoon Network 
channel. 

discordant adj. not harmonious; conflicting 

Usage: Nothing is as discordant as the sound of a 
junior high school orchestra tuning up. 
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discount ver? disregard; dismiss 
| ; ; hye ‘ ye say ay 
} Re prepared to discount what he has to say 
sare. - 
about his ex-wile. | 
ormal discussion, conversation 


discourse own | 
Veneer The young Plato was drawn to the Agora lo 
hear the philosophical disceurse of Socrates and his 
followers. (Also V) 

discredit verb defame; destroy confidence in; 
disbelieve 

(sage: These days the sott drinks ad campaigns have 
become highly negative in tone; each soft drink 
company is trying to discredit the other. 

discrepancy moun lack of consistency; difference 

Usage: The police noticed some discrepancies in his 
description of the crime and did not believe him. 

discrete adj, separate: unconnected 

Usage: The universe is composed of discrete bodies. 

discretion noun prudence; ability to adjust actions to 
circumstances 

Usage: Use your discretion in this matter and do not 
discuss it with anyone. (discreet, Adj.) 

discriminating adj. able to see differences; prejudiced 

l'sage; A superb interpreter of Picasso, she was 
sufficiently discriminating to judge the most 
complex works of modern art. (discrimination, N) 

discursive adj. digressing; rambling 

Usage: As Mr. Singh’s lecture wandered from topic 
to topic, we wondered if there was any point in his 


— ee 
en 





discursive remarks, 

disdain verb view with scorn or contempt 

Usage: We were amused to see the bookish Professy, 
disdaining fashion models for their lack, 
intellectual interests. (Also N) 

disembark verb go ashore, unload cargo from a ship 

Usage: Before the passengers could disembark. they 
had to pick up their passports from the aircraft’, 


Of 


purser, 

disenfranchise verb deprive of a civil right 

Usage: The imposition of the poll tax woul 
effectively disenfranchise poor villagers, who wouig 
lose their right to vote. 

disengage verb uncouple, separate; disconnect 

Usage: A standard movie routine involves the hero’s 
desperate attempt to disengage a railroad car from a 
moving train. 

disfigure verb mar in beauty; spoil 

Usage: An ugly frown disfigured his normally 
pleasant face. 

disgorge verb surrender something; eject; vomit 

Usage: Unwilling to disgorge the cash he had stolen 
from the pension fund, the embezzler tried to mun 
away. 

disgruntie verb make discontented 

Usage: The passengers were disgruntled by the 
numerous delays. ; 
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— SS 


gishearten erb discourage; cause to lose courage 
ar hope 

ysage: His failure to pass the civil services exams 
jisheartened him. 

disheveled adj. untidy; tousled; rumpled: said of hair 
clothing, etc. 


Usage: Your disheveled appearance will hurt your 
chances in this interview, 


disinclination noun unwillingness 


Usage: Some mornings, I feel a great disinclination 
to get out of bed. 
disingenuous adj. lacking genuine candor: insincere 
Usage: Now that it is known that Mr. Deshmukh and 
his wife are engaged in a bitter divorce fight, we 
find their earlier remarks regretting their lack of time 
together remarkably disingenuous. 
disinter verb dig up; unearth; to remove from a grave, 
tomb, etc; exhume 
Usage: In the light of foul play behind the death of 
an elderly maid , the police disinterred the body to 
hold an autopsy. 
disinterested adj. unprejudiced; not influenced by 
personal interest or selfish motives; impartial; 
unbiased 
Usage: Given the judge’s political ambitions and the 
lawyers financial interest in this high profile murder 
case, the only disinterested person in the courtroom 
may have been the court reporter. 
disjointed adj. disconnected 
Usage: His remarks were so disjointed that we could 
not follow his reasoning. 
dislodge verb remove(forcibly) | 
Usage: Thrusting his fist up under the choking ane 
lower ribs, Manoj used the Heimlich maneuve 
dislodge the food caught in his throat. a? 
: 4p of covering; to 
dismantle verb take apart, tO sale! equipment 
strip (a house, ship, etc-) of furniture, ¢q , 
means of defense, ctc- 
Usage: When the show close 
scenery before storing it. 


dietaay veri discon ae job immediately 
; - cettin 
pa Her emily expenses dismayed her to the 
0 pu 


very bones. (Also N) 


d, they dismantled the 


dismember verb cut into small parts; remove the 
limbs of by cutting or tearing: mutilate 
Usage: When the Austrian Empire was 


dismembered, several new countries came into 
existence. 


dismiss verb put away from consideration: reject 

Usage: Believing in Shekhar’s love for her, she 
dismissed the notion that he might be unfaithful. 

disparage verb belittle; lower in esteem 

Usage: A doting mother, Mrs. Saxena was more- 
likely to praise her son’s crude attempts at art than 
to disparage them. 

disparate adj. basically different; unrelated 

Usage: Unfortunately, Tonmoy and Tara have 
disparate notions of marriage. Tonmoy sees it as a 
carefree extended love affair, while Tara sees it as a 
solemn commitment to build a family and a home. 

disparity noun difference; condition of inequality 

Usage: There is a great disparity in their social and 
financial status. 

dispassionate adj. calm; impartial 

Usage: Known in the company for his cool judgment, 
The HR Manager could impartially examine the 
causes of a problem, giving a dispassionate analysis 
of what had gone wrong, and go on to suggest how 
to correct the mess. 

dispatch noun speediness; prompt execution; 
message sent with all due speed 

Usage: Napoleon having defeated the enemy with 
all possible dispatch; sent a dispatch to 
headquarters informing his commander of the great 
victory. (Also V) 

dispel verb scatter; drive away; cause to vanish 

Usage: The bright sunlight eventually dispelled the 
morning mist. 

disperse verb scatter; to dispel (mist, etc.) 

Usage: The police fired tear gas into the crowd to 
disperse the agitators. (dispersion, N) 

dispirited adj. lacking in spirit 

Usage: The coach used all the tricks at his command 
to buoy up the enthusiasm of his team, which had 
become dispirited at the loss of the star batsman. 

disputatious adj. argumentative; fond of arguing 
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-C onvinced he knew 
was a dispufaious C 
best way to conduct the case. 


more than his lawyers, 
lient, ready to argue 
(disputant, 


i ‘sie’ 
Alankar 
about the 


; 
dispute, V) | 
¢ verb make uneasy OF anxious 


isage: Chetan's absence fora day, slightly disquicted 
Abha: after a week with no word, however, Abha S 
uneasiness about his missing friend had grown into 

ar for his safety. (disquictude, N) 

ysis; cutting apart in order to 


disquie 


a deep fe 
dissection noun anal 
examine 

Usage: The dissection of frogs in the laboratory is 
particularly unpleasant to some students. 

dissemble verb disguise; pretend 

Usage: Even though Kartik tried to dissemble his 
intention for taking modern dance, we all knew he 
was there not to dance but to meet girls. 

disseminate verb distribute; spread; scatter (like 
seeds) 

Usage: By their use of the internet, terrorists have 
been able to disseminate their pet doctrines to new 
audiences around the globe. 

dissent verb disagree; reject the doctrines and forms 
of an established institutions 

Usage: In the recent Supreme Court decision, the 
Chief Justice dissented from the majority opinion. 
(Also N) 

dissertation noun formal and lengthy essay, 
discourse or treatise on some subject, esp. one based 
on original research and written in partial fulfillment 
of requirements for a doctorate; thesis 

Usage: In order to earn a graduate degree from many 
of foreign universities, a candidate is frequently 
required to prepare a dissertation on some scholarly 
subject. 

dissident adj. dissenting; rebellious 

Usage: The dissident students and their supporters 
were arrested by the police. (Also N) 

dissimulate verb pretend; conceal by feigning 
Usage: She tried to dissimulate her nervousness. 
dissipate verb squander; waste; scatter 

Usage: He is a fine artist, but I fear he may dissipate 
his natural ability if he keeps wasting his time 
playing games. 

dissolute adj. loose in morals 

Usage : It is indeed shocking to read about the 
dissolute life led by the ancient Romans. 


dissolution noun breaking of a union: decay; 
termination | 


Usage: The dissolution of the business empir978 








contributed to the cause of its founder's Prema; 
death. 
dissonance noun discordance, jangle, CaCophy 
ay 
H 


disharmony 

Usage: Music composer Anu Malik often 
dissonance such as clashing or unresolved chor 
for special effects in his musical works, (dissonay 
Adj.) : 

dissuade verb persuade not to do; discourage 

Usage: Since Shweta could not dissuade Shekh 
from running away from home, she decided to fin 
away with him. (dissuasion, N) 

distant adj. reserved or aloof, cold in manner 

Usage: His distant greeting made me feel unwelcon, 


from the start. 

distend verb expand; swell out : 

Usage: I can tell when he is under stress by the way 
the veins distend on his forehead. 

distill verb extract the essence, purify; refine 

Usage: It is better to distill ones thoughts for the 
good of the humanity before going to religions 
places. 

distinction moun honor; contrast; discrimination 

Usage: A holder of the Medal of Honor, Brigadier 
Sharma served with great distinction in World War 
ll. He made a distinction, however, between World 
War II and Vietnam, which he considered an 
immoral conflict. : 

distort verb twist out of shape 

Usaee: It is difficult to believe the newspaper 
accounts of the riots because of the way some 
reporters distort and exaggerate the actual events 
in order to create hype in media. (distortion, N) 

distraught adj. upset; distracted by anxiety 

Usage: The distraught parents frantically searched 
the market for their lost child. 

diurnal adj. daily activities done or happening in 
the daytime (opposed to nocturnal) 

Usage: A farmer cannot neglect his diurnal tasks a 
any time; cows, for example, must be milked 


regularly and fields must be ploughed appropriately 7 





Note : Nocturnal means activities doné 9° hap: 
pening in the night 





diva noun a leading woman singer, esp. in 8 
opera 

Usage: Although world famous as a divd, § 
not indulge in fits of temperament. 

diverge verb vary; go in different directions 0" 
the same point; to depart from a given view EY 
practice, etc; differ 


ne did 


“ SS A a 
— es oe, 
i 


age: spokes of the wheel diverge fron) the 

oo adj. differing; deviating 

a since graduating from medical school, the 

“a goctors have taken divergent Paths, one going 

become 2 nationally Prominent surgeon, the 

eat dedicating himself to a small family practice 
a bis home town. (divergence, N) 

aiverse adj, differing in some characteristics: various 
rage? The professor suggested diverse ways of 
approaching the assignment and recommended that 
we choose one of them. (diversity, N) 

giversion noun act of turning aside: pastime 


sage: After studying for several hours, he needed 
a diversion from work. (divert, V ) 

diversity noun variety; dissimilitude 

Usage: The diversity of languages and culture in our 
country indicates our age long tolerance to 
multicultural and multilingual societies. 

divest verb strip (of clothing, equipment, etc.): 
deprive or dispossess (of rank, rights, etc.) 

Usage: He was divested of his power to act and could 
no longer run the business affairs single-handedly. 
(divestiture, N) 

divine yerb perceive intuitively; foresee the future 

Usage: She is blessed with an inborn quality to divine 
the future happenings. 

divulge verb reveal; disclose something confidential 

Usage: Shikha would never divulge anything that a 
friend told her in confidence. 

docile adj. obedient; easily managed 

Usage: All the faculties like him because of his docile 
nature. (docility, N) . 

doctrinaire adj. unable to compromise about points 
of doctrine; dogmatic; unyielding 

Usage: Weng had hoped that the student-led 
democracy movement might bring about change in 
China, but the repressive response of the doctrinaire 
hard liners crushed his dreams of democracy. 
doctrine noun teachings, in general; particular 
principle (religious, legal, etc.) taught ; 
Usage: He was so committed to the doctrines oF Hu 

faith that he was unable to evaluate them impartially. 
document verb provide written bial ; 
Usage: She kept all the receipts from ra a. 
ttip in order to document her expenses or the firm. 
(Also N) 
doff verb take off (clothes, 
(ones hat), as in greeting 
Usage: In some Europea com 
doff their hats to 4 lady. 


etc.); to remove or lift 


tries gentlemen still 
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dogged adj. determined: stubborn 
Usage: | am sometime 


S scare hi 
determination to avenge hla father neha — 
dopgerel noun poor verse | 

and characterized by 
Usage: 


often satirical in nature 

monotonous rhythm 

= Although we find occasional snatches of 

Benuine poetry in her work, mos 
mere doggerel. (Also Adj.) 

dogmatic adj, opinionated; arbitrary; doctrinal 

Usage: We tried to discourage Aslam from being so 
dogmatic, but never could convince him that his 
Opinions might be wrong. 

doldrums noun blues; listlessness: slack period; 
equatorial ocean regions noted for dead calms and 
light fluctuating lereezes 

Usage: Once the excitement of meeting her deadline 
was Over, she found herself in the doldrums. 

doleful adj. sorrowful; mournful; melancholy 

Usage: He found the doleful lamentations of the 
bereaved family emotionally disturbing so he left 
from the cremation site as quickly as he could. 

dolt noun stupid person 

Usage: Initially I thought I was talking to a mature 


audience; instead, I found myself addressing a pack 
of dolts and idiots. (doltish Adj.) 


domicile noun home 


Usage: Although his legal domicile was in Chennai, 


his work kept him away from his residence for many 
years. (Also V) 


domineer verb rule over tyrannically 
Usage: Students prefer teachers who guide and 
mentor their learning and not the ones who 


domineer and impose their individual thoughts on 
them. 


don verb put on (a garment, etc.); dress in (a certain 
colour or material) 

Usage: All the guests had donned themselves up in 
the best of their attires in the party. (Also N) 

doodle verb scribble or draw aimlessly; waste time 


Usage: Arts teachers scolded him when he doodled 
all over the margins of his papers. 

dormant adj. sleeping; lethargic; latent 

Usage: At fifty her long dormant ambition to write 
flared up once again; within a year she had 
completed the first of her great historical novels. 


dormer noun window projecting from roof 


t of her writing is 


Usage: While renovating the attic into a bedroom, 


we decided that we needed to put in dormers to 
provide sufficient ventilation for the new room. 
dossier noun file of documents on a subject 
Usage: Ordered by the Supreme Court to investigate 
the 100 million scam, the CBI compiled a complete 
dossier on the suspected of the scam. 
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dote yerb be excessively fond of; show signs of 


mental decline | 
Usage: Her patents dofe over their only child. 


douse verb plunge into water; drench; extinguish 
Usage: In Holi they doused each other with hoses 
and colour filled water balloons. 

dowdy adj. slovenly; untidy 
Usage: She tried to change her dowdy image by 
buying new fashionable clothes. (Also N) 
downcast adj. disheartened; sad 
Usage: Cheerful and optimistic by nature, Mira was 
never downcast despite the difficulties she faced. 

drab adj. dull; lacking colour; cheerless 

Usage: The model’s drab winter coat contrasted with 
the distinctive, colourful native costume she wore 
beneath it. 

draconian adj. extremely severe or cruel; said of law 
ete, ! 

Usage: When the principal canceled the pre- 
scheduled prom because some seniors had been late 
to school that week, the students thought the 
draconian punishment was far too harsh for such a 
minor violation of the rules. 

dregs noun sediment; worthless residue 

Usage: Mrs. Seth poured the wine carefully to avoid 
Stirring up the dregs. 

drivel noun nonsense; foolishness 

Usage: Why do I have to spend my days listening to 
such idiotic drivel? 

droll adj. queer and amusing 

Usage: He was a popular guest because his droll 
anecdotes were always entertaining. (Also N & V) 





Note : As verb, ‘droll’ means ‘to joke or play the 
jester’ 





Usage: It’s high time you stopped drolling and 
got serious with your studies. 
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drone noun idle person; male bee or ant which Serves 
only in a reproductive capacity and does no work 

Usage: Content to let his wife support him, the 
would-be writer was in reality nothing but a drone. 

drone verb talk dully; buzz or murmur like a bee 

Usage: On a gorgeous day, who wants to be stuck jp 
a classroom listening to the teacher droning? 

dross noun waste matter; worthless impurities 

Usage: Many methods have been devised to separate 
the valuable metal from the dross. 

drudgery noun menial work 

Usage: Cinderella’s fairy godmother rescued her 
from a life of drudgery. 

dubious adj. questionable; filled with doubt 

Usage: 1 could read dubious face that the boss made 
on looking at the proposal submitted for his 
approval. 

ductile adj. malleable; flexible; pliable 

Usage: Copper is an extremely ductile material; you 
can stretch it into the thinnest of wires, bend it, even 
wind it into loops. 

uilcet adj. sweet sounding 

Usage: The dulcet sounds of the birds at dawn were 
soon drowned out by the roar of traffic passing our 
hotel. 

dumbfound verb astonish; to make someone 
speechless by shocking 

Usage: Rahul Dravid’s perfect sixer in the match 
dumbfounded fielding boys of the Pakistani Team. 

dupe noun someone easily fooled 

Usage: While the gullible Mr. Balakrishna often was 
made a dupe by unscrupulous parties, his wife was 
a more difficult to fool. (Also V) 

duplicity noun double-dealing; hypocrisy 

Usage: When Tanya learned that Rohan had been 
two-timing her, she was furious at his duplicity. 






(duration — encroachment) 


————————— Eee 


quration oun continuance in time; length of time 
<omething lasts 
sage: This course of Marketing Management is of 
2 years’ duration. 
duress Moun the use of force or threats: forcible 
restraint or imprisonment, especially unlawfully 
Usage: The hostages were held under duress until 
the terrorist’ demands were met. 
dutiful adj. respectful; obedient 


Usage: When mother told her to kiss great-Aunt 
Hattie, the little girl obediently gave the old woman 
a dutiful peck on her cheek. 

dwarf verb cause to seem small 

Usage: The seven dwarfs helped Snow white to get 
rid of her step-mother’s ill treatment. (Also N) 

dwindle verb shrink; reduce 

Usage: The trustees assembled to take some steps 
about the speedy dwindling of the charitable trust. 

dynamic adj. energetic; vigorously active 

Usage: The dynamic aerobics instructor kept her 
students on the run. 

earthy adj. unrefined; coarse 

Usage: His earthy remarks often embarrassed the 
women in his audience. 

ebb verb recede; lessen 
Usage: Sitting on the beach, Mrs. Deshmukh watched 
the tide ebb; the waters receded, drawing away from 
her as she sat there all alone. (Also N) —— 
ebullient adj. showing excitement; overflowing with 
enthusiasm | 
Usage :Amy’s ebullient nature could not _ 
repressed; she was always bubbling over wit 

excitement. (ebullience, N) _ | 

eccentric adj. irregular; odd; whimsical; bizarre 

Usage: The comet veered dangerously close to the 
eath in its eccentric orbit. People came up with 
some eccentric ideas for dealing with such 
emergency. 7 

eccentricity 70un oddity; idios alae . 
Usage: Some of his friends tried to ae for his 
rudeness to strangers 45 the eccentricity of genius. 


ecclesjastic 2d]. pertaining to the church | 
U The government should not interfere in these 
Sage: 


ecclesiastic matters. (Also N) 


eclectic adj. composed of elements drawn from 
disparate sources 


Usage: His style of interior decoration was eclectic; 
bits and pieces of furnishings from widely divergent 
periods, strikingly juxtaposed to create a unique 
décor. (eclecticism, N) 

eclipse verb darken; extinguish; surpass 

Usage: The new stock market high eclipsed the 
previous record set last year. 


ecologist noun a person concerned with the 
interrelationship between living organisms and their 
environment 


Usage: The ecologist was concerned that the new 
dam would upset the natural balance of the creatures 
living in Tehri area. 

economy noun efficiency or conciseness in using 
something 

Usage: Reading the epigrams of Pope, I admire the 
economy of his verse; in few words he conveys 
worlds of meaning. 

ecstasy noun rapture; joy; and overpowering emotion 

Usage: In my ecstasy | forgot even to thank him for 
whatever he did for me . (ecstatic, Adj.) 

eddy noun swirling current of water, air, etc. 

Usage; The water in the tide pool was still, except 
for an occasional eddy. 

edict noun decree; official commend 

Usage: The court issued an edict decreeing that 
everyone from both the parties concerned with the 
case should be present in the court in the next 
hearing. 

edify verb instruct; correct morally 

Usage : Although his purpose was to edify and not 
to entertain his audience, many of his listeners were 
amused rather than enlightened by his humorous 
way of presentation. 

eerie adj. weird , uncanny, ghostly, spooky; frightful 

Usage: In that eerie setting, it was naturally easy to 
believe in ghosts and other supernatural beings. 

efface verb rub out; as from a surface; erase; wipe 
out: obliterate; to make (oneself) inconspicuous; 
withdraw (oneself) from notice 

Usage: The coin had been handled so many times 
that its date had been effaced. (effaceable, Adj.; 
effacement, N) 
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effectual adj. able to produce a desired effect: valid 
Usage: Medical researchers are quite positive about 
the effectual result of their AIDS curing medicines. 

effervescence Noun inner excitement or exuberance; 
bubbling from fermentation or carbonation 

Usage: Nothing depressed Rosie for long; her natural 
effervescence soon reasserted itself. 

Or, Soda that loses its effervescence goes flat. 
(effervescent, Adj.; effervesce, V) 

efficacy noun power to produce desired effect 

Usage: The efficacy of this drug depends on the 
regularity of the dosage. (efficacious, Adj.) 

effigy noun dummy; a portrait, statue, or the like, 
esp. of a person; likeness; often a crude 
representation of a despised person 

Usage: The mob showed its irritation by hanging the 
murderer’s effigy. 

effrontery noun shameless boldness 

Usage: She had the effrontery to insult even her 
guests. 

effusive adj. pouring forth; gushing, unrestrained, 
unreserved, demonstrative, over demonstrative 

Usage: Her effusive manner of greeting her friends 
finally began to irritate them. (effusion, N) 

egoism moun excessive interest in one’s self; belief 
that one should be interested in one’s self rather 
than in others 

Usage: His egotism prevented him from seeing the 
needs of his colleagues. 

egotistical adj. excessively self-centreed; self- 
important; conceited 

Usage: The day he comes out of his egotistical 
attitude, he’ll get success from all walks of his life, 
be it personal or professional. 

egregious adj. notorious; conspicuously bad or 
shocking 

Usage: She was an egregious liar; we all knew how 
much to believe on words that she said. 

egress noun departure, emergence, escape;doorway, 
passage, way out; exit 

Usage: The announcement, “to the egress” fooled 
many people who thought they were going to see 
an animal and instead found themselves in the street. 

ejaculation noun a sudden vehement utterance or 
exclamation; a sudden ejection of fluid, esp. of 
semen, from the body 

Usage: He could not repress an ejaculation of 
surprise when he heard the news. 

elabouration noun addition of details; intricacy 


Usage: So much of elabouration of such trivial 
miatter is not desirable. (elabourate, V) 
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elated adj. overjoyed; in high spirits from 

Usage: Grinning ear to car, Major Rajyavardha, 
Singh Rathore was clearly elated by hic 
Olympic silver medal. (elation, BY 

elegy noun poem or song expressing lamentation 
Usage: On the death of Edward King, Milto, 
composed the elegy Lycidas. (elegiac, Adj.) 

elicit verb draw out by discussion 

Usage - The detectives tried to elicit where the Bang 
had hidden their loot. 

elixir noun cure-all; something invigorating 
Usage: The news of her chance to go abroad fo, 
higher education on university scholarship acteq on 
her like an elixir. 

ellipsis noun omission of words from a text 

Usage: Sometimes an ellipsis can lead to a danglin 5 
modifier, as in the sentence “Once dressed, yoy 
should refrigerate the cucumber salad.’ 

elliptical adj. oval; ambiguous, either purposely o; 
because key words have been left out 

Usage: An elliptical billiard ball wobbles because jt 
is not perfectly round while an elliptical remark 
baffles because it is not perfectly clear. 

eloquence noun vivid, forceful, fluent, graceful, and 
persuasive speech or writing 

Usage: The crowds were stirred by Martin Luther 
King’s eloquence. (eloquent, Adj.) 

elucidate verb explain; enlighten 

Usage: He was called upon to elucidate the disputed 
points in his article. 


first 


elusive adj. evasive baffling; hard to grasp 

Usage: Nancy was frustrated by their elusive replies. 

emaciated adj. thin and wasted 

Usage: His long stay in the prison had left him 
emaciated. (emaciation, N; emaciate, V) 

emanate verb to come forth; issue, as from a source, 
emit 

Usage: A strong odour of sulphur emanated from 
the spring. 

emancipate verb set free; release from bondage, 
servitude, or serfdom 

Usage: At first, the attempts of the abolitionists t0 
emancipate the slaves were unpopular in New 
England as well as in the South. 

embargo noun ban on commerce or other activity 

Usage: As a result of the embargo, trade with the 
gulf countries was at a standstill. 

embark verb commence; go on board a boat o 
aeroplane; begin a journey 

Usage: In devoting himself to the study of gorillas: 


Mr. Natrajan embarked on a course of action that 
Was to cost his life. 


re 


eens 
wor enclose; place in something 
th ante’! Tales of actual historical fipures like 
ashoka have become embedded in lepends, 
ambellish verb adormm; ornament 


psage’ The fashion designer embellished the Miss 
world’s ball gown with yards and yards of ribbon 
and lace. 

embezzlement noun stealing 


King 


Usage: The bank teller confessed his embezzlement 
of the funds. (embezzle, V; embezzler, N) 

embody verb personify; make concrete: incorporate 
Usage: Mother-child relationships embody eternal 
love and affection on this planet 

embrace verb hug; adopt or espouse; accept readily; 
encircle; include 


Usage: She soon embraced all the custom and 
tradition of her in-laws. 


embroider verb decorate with needlework; ornament 
with fancy or fictitious details 

Usage: Having done the course, she could now 
embroider beautiful designs on any kind of fabric. 
(embroidery, N) 


embroil verb throw into confusion; involve in strife; 
entangle 

Usage: He became embroiled in the heated 
discussion in his attempt to arbitrate the dispute. 

embryonic adj. undeveloped; rudimentary 

Usage: The evil of class, caste and race hatred even 
in this global era must be eliminated while it is still 
in an embryonic state; otherwise, it may grow to 
dangerous proportions. 

emend verb correct; corrected by a critic 

Usage: The critic emended the book by selecting the 
passages which he thought most appropriate to the 
text, 

emendation noun correction of errors; improvement 

Usage: Please include all the emendations you have 
made in this MoU, 

eminent adj. high; lofty 

Usage: After his appointment to this eminent 
position, he seldom had time for his former friends. 

emissary noun agent; messenger 

Usage: The cabinet secretary was sent as the Prime 


Minister’s special emissary to the conference on 
disarmament, — 
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alli Mt noun soothing. or softening remedy 

vu , re eye . ure be we 
, Be Mhe nurse applied an emollient to the 
inflamed area, (Also Adj.) 

empathy noun ability to identify with 
leclings, ideas, ete, 

Usage: What made A njali such a fine counselor was 
her empathy, her abilit y to put herself in her client's 


place and feel his emotions as if they were her own. 
(empathize, V) 


another's 


empirical adj, based solely on experiment and 
observation rather than theory; practical experience 
without reference to scientific principles 

Usage: He distrusted hunches and intuitive flashes 
and placed his reliance entirely on empirical data. 

emulate verb to try, often by imitating or copying, to 
equal or surpass; to imitate (a person or thing 
admired); to rival successfully 

Usage: We often try to emulate the person we admire 
the most. 


enamored adj. in love 

Usage: In Greek mythology, Narcissus became 
enamored by his own beauty. (dnamour, V) 

encipher verb encode; convert a message into code 

Usage: He enciphered the message to be sent to his 


girlfriend in such a way that none of his colleagues 
could decipher them. 


enclave noun territory enclosed within an alien land 

Usage: The Vatican is an independent enclave in 
Italy. 

encomium noun high praise; eulogy 

Usage: Uneasy with the encomiums expressed by 
his fan, the superstar felt unworthy of such high 
praise. 

encompass verb surround; encircle; contain; include, 
achieve; contrive 

Usage: Although our army forces were encompassed 
by enemy forces, they were cheerful for they were 
well stocked and could withstand a siege until their 
allies joined them. (encompassment, N) 

encroachment noun trespassing or gradual mtrusion 
(on or upon the rights, property, etc. of another) 

Usage: The encroachment of the factories upon the 
neighbourhood lowered the value of the real estate. 
(encroach, V) 


233 


. a8 
L ] 
ne terete eee Pe Ce = 
Pa 





Word 


(encumber — etymology) 








T_T 


encumber verb hold back the motion or action of, as 
witha burden: fill in such a way as to obstruct, block 
up; load or weigh down, as with claims, delets, etc. 

Usage: Some people encumber themselves with too 
much of responsibilities and when they cannot meet 
the expectations of others, resort to grumbling their 
destiny. (encumbrance, N) 

endearment noun fond statement; a word or act 
expressing affection 

Usage: Your gifts and endearments cannot help me 
forget your earlier insolence. 

endemic adj. prevailing among a specific group of 
people or in a specific area or country 

Usage: This disease is endemic in this part of the 
world; more than 80 per cent of the population is at 
one time or another affected by it. 

endorse verb approve; support 

Usage: Everyone in the office endorsed to 
the proposal of conveyance facility be provided 
for the staff members by the management. 
(endorsement, N) 

enduring adj. lasting; surviving 

Usage: Keats believed in the enduring power of the 
great art, which would outlast its creators’ brief 
lives. 

energize verb invigorate; make forceful and active 

Usage: A brief gym session in the morning energizes 
me for the entire day of hectic work pressure. 

enervate verb weaken physically, mentally, or 
morally; devitalize; debilitate 

Usage: She was quite slow to recover from her 
prolonged bed ridden illness; even a short walk to 
the window would enervate her. (enervated, Adj.) 

enfranchise verb to admit to the rights of citizenship 
(especially the right to vote) 

Usage: Although Dalits were enfranchised shortly 
after the Independence, their women Jot stil] face a 
lot of social discrimination. 

engage verb attract; hire; pledge oneself: confront 

Usage: They are planning to engage a detective 
agency to look into the embezzlement matter. 

engaging adj. charming; attractive 

Usage: Everyone liked Nina’s pleasant manners and 
engaging personality. 

engender verb cause; produce 


Usage: To receive praise for real accomplishment, 
engenders self-confidence 1n a person, 
engross verb occupy fully; express formally 9, ’ 
legal from 

Usage: I was so engrossed in my project work that | 
did not hear my mother calling me. (engrosse, 
engrossment, N) | 
enhance verb increase; Improve 

Usage: You can enhance your chances of being 
admitted to the college of your choice by leaming 
to write well; an excellent essay can enhance any 
application. | 

enigma noun puzzle; mystery; a perplexing, bafflino 
or seemingly inexplicable matter, person, etc. 
Usage: For thinkers like Dr. Sigmund Freud, 
women’s behaviour is nothing less than an enigma, 

enigmatic adj. obscure; puzzling 

Usage: Many have sought to fathom the enigmatic 
smile of the Mona Lisa. 

enmity noun ill will; hatred 

Usage: Some solid step should be taken to end the 
enmity that prevented the peaceful co-existence of 
the two tribes, 

ennui noun boredom; weariness and dissatisfaction 
resulting from inactivity or lack of interest 

Usage: The monotonous routine of hospital life 
induced a feeling of ennui that made the nurse 
moody and irritable. 

enormity noun hugeness(in a bad sense) 

Usage: He did not realize the enormity of his crime 
until he saw what suffering he had caused. 

enrapture verb please intensely; fill with great 
pleasure or delight; entrance; enchant; enravish 

Usage: The audience was enraptured by the 
freshness of the voices and the excellent 
orchestration of the concert. 

ensconce verb settle comfortably 

Usage: Now that their children were ensconced 
safely in the private school, both the working parents 
decided to get back to their respective duties. 


Note : ‘Enconce’ could also mean ‘to hide concea! 
or to shelter’ 


Usage: Poor villagers were detained by the local 
police on the charge on ensconcing the terrorists. 






ple noun group of (supporting) players: 

ic nity: eee 

sage’ Having acted with ne another for well over 

we agde, the cast members have developed a true 
a ea afensemble and worked together seamlessly, 

wil yerb require; necessitate; involve 
cag Writing a book for college level vocabulary 

+S putailed extensive researcit on my part. 

ner prising ad}. full or initiative 

riage: BY coming up with fresh ways to market the 
-ompany’s products, Anand proved himself to be 
af enterprising businessman. 

enthrall verb capture; enslave 

sage: Her groom was enthralled by the beauty of 
his bride from the very first sight. 

entice verb lure; attract; tempt 

Usage: Manufacturers these days use several 
publicity stunts with an attempt to entice the 
consumers. 

entitlement noun right to claim something; right to 
benefits 

Usage: While Mr. Malhotra was entitled to use a 
company car while he worked for the firm, the 
company’s lawyers questioned his entitlement to 
the vehicle once he’d quit his job. 

entity noun real being; existence 

Usage: As soon as the Charter was adopted, the 
United Nations became an entity and had to be 
considered as a factor in world diplomacy. 

entomology noun study of insects 

Usage: Neha found entomology the most annoying 

“part of her biology course; studying insects irritated 
her. 

entourage noun group of attendants, retinue 

Usage: Surrounded by the members of his entourage, 

the cabinet minister hurried his steps to the venue 

of press conference. 


Note : ‘Entourage’ could also meaning 
‘surroundings, environment , though this meaning 
is now rare in usage 2 
entrance verb to fill with rapture of delight, — 
charm; enrapture; put under a spell; carry away wit 
emotion 
Usage: Shafts of sunli 
her and leave her spellbound. (Also N) 
entreat yerb plead; ask earnestly 7 
Usage: She entreated het father to let her continue 
with her studies of Graduation final year and not 
compel her to marry someone who she didn’t know 
at all. 


entrepreneur 7 
Usage: Left parties argued on our present tax 

















ght on a wall could entrance 


oun businessman, contractor 
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programme that it discourages entrepreneurs from 
irying new fields of business activity. 

enumerate verb list; mention one by one 

Usage: He iS 

8 He hung his head in shame as the hostel 

Warden enumerated his many flaws. 

enunciate verb speak distinctly; proclaim 

Usage: Stop mumbling! How will people understand 
you if you do not enunciate your standpoint? 

con noun long period of time; an age 

Usage: It has taken eons for our civilization to 
develop. 

ephemeral adj. short-lived; fleeting 

Usage: The mayfly is an ephemeral creature, its adult 
life lasts little more than a day. 

epic noun long heroic poem, or similar work of art 
Usage: B.R. Chopra’s teleserial, the Mahabharata 


is an epic portraying the struggle of five brothers to 
destroy evil. (Also Adj.) 


epicure noun connoisseur of food and drink 
Usage: Epicures frequent this restaurant because it 
features exotic wines and dishes. (epicurean, Adj.) 

epigram noun witty thought or saying, usually short 
Usage: Poor Richard’s epigrams made Benjamin 
Franklin famous. 


epilogue noun short speech at conclusion of dramatic 
work 


. Usage:The audience was so disappointed in the play 


that many did not remain to hear the epilogue. 

episodic adj. loosely connected; divided into 
incidents 

Usage: Though he tried to follow the plot of Gravity’s 
Rainbow, John found the novel too episodic; he 
enjoyed individual passages but had trouble 
following the work as a whole. 

epistolary adj. consisting of letters 

Usage: Mark Harris’s Wake Up, Stupid! is a modern 
epistolary novel that uses letters, telegrams, 
and newspaper clippings to tell the hero’s story. 
(epistle, N) 

epitaph noun inscription in memory of a dead person 

Usage: In his will, Mr. Alam dictated the epitaph he 
wanted placed on his tombstone. 

epithet noun word or phrase characteristically used 
to describe a person or thing 

Usage: So many kings of France were named Charles 
that you could tell them apart only be their epithets. 

epitome noun perfect example or embodiment 
Usage: Mother is an epitome of selfless love and 
affection. 

epoch noun period of time 

Usage: The glacial epoch lasted for thousands of 
years. 
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equahle adj. tranquil; steady; uniform years in serious study before he could COnsig 
3 \dey 


After the hot summers and cold winters of himself a scholar. 

found the climate of the West escapade noun park; flighty conduct 

Usage: The headmaster could not regard this lat i 
escapade as boyish joke and expelled the hi 
man. "8 

escapism noun avoiding reality by diverting ONesetp 
with amusements 

Usage: Before you criticize her constant reading a. 
mere escapism, note how greatly her vocabyj,. 
has improved since she began spending her days 
buried in books. ° 

eschew verb avoid; keep away from (something 
harmful or disliked); shun: abstain from . 

Usage: Hoping to present himself to his girlfrieng 
as a totally reformed character, he tried to eschey 
all the vices, especially smoking and drinking. 

esoteric adj. hard to understand; known only to the 





Usage: 
New England, we 
Indies eguable and pleasant. 


equanimity noun calmness of temperament; 


composure 

Usage: Even the inevitable strains of caring for an 
ailing mother did not disturb Lata’s equanimity in 
her office duties. 

equestrian noun tider on horseback 

Usage: These paths in the park are reserved for 
equestrians and their steeds. (Also Adj.) 

equilibrium noun balance 

Usage: After the divorce, he needed some time to 
regain his equilibrium. 

equine adj. resembling a horse 

Usage : His long bony face had an eguine look to it. 

equinox noun period of equal days and nights; the 


beginning Spring and Autumn chosen few 
Usage: The vernal equinox is usually marked by Usage: In Kadambini, the Hindi literary Magazine, 
heavy rainstorms. ' the short stories often include esoteric allusions, 
equitable adj. fair; impartial too obscure for common people to understand. 
Usage: I am seeking an equitable solution to this espionage noun spying, in order to maintain its power 
dispute. One that will be fair and acceptable to both Usage: The government developed a system of 
sides. espionage that penetrated every household. 
equity noun fairness; justice espouse verb take as a spouse, esp. as a wife; marry; 
Usage: Our Constitution guarantees equity to all. to give in marriage; adopt; support or advocate 
equivocal adj. ambiguous; intentionally misleading Usage: He was always ready to espouse a worthy 
cause. 


Usage: Rejecting the candidate’s equivocal 
comments on tax reform, the reporters pressed him 
to state clearly where he stood on the issue. 
(equivocate, V) 

equivocate verb mislead; attempt to conceal the truth 

Usage: The audience saw through his attempts to 
equivocate on the subject under discussion and 
ridiculed his remarks. 


esteern verb respect; value 

Usage: He esteemed my taste in music, but deplored 
my taste in clothes. 

estranged adj. separated; alienated 

Usage: The estranged wife sought a divorce. 
(estrangement, N) 

ethereal adj. light; heavenly, unusually refined 

erode verb eat away Usage: In Shakespeare’s The Tempest, the spirit Anel 

Usage: The limestone was eroded by the dripping is an ethereal creature, too airy and unearthly for 
water until only a thin shell remained. (erosion, N) our mortal world. 

erotic adj. pertaining to passionate love ethnic adj. relating to races 

Usage: The censor board asserted that erotic scenes Usage: Intolerance between ethnic groups is 


of the movie should be removed as they are merely deplorable and usually is based on lack of 

pornographic. information. 
erratic adj. odd; unpredictable ethos noun underlying character of a culture, gfOUP: 
Usage: Investors become anxious when the stock etc. 

market appears vi atic. Usage: The real ethos of Indian culture can be see" 
erroneous adj. mistaken; wrong in a joint family system of our villages. 
Usage: I thought my answer was correct but is was etymology noun study of word parts 

erroneous. | 

Seah Usage: A knowledge of etymology can help yOU oy 

erudite adj. learned, scholarly many English tests if you know what the roots a” 
Usage: Though his fellow students thought him prefixes mean, you can determine the meanings © 





erudite, Punit knew he would have to spend manyy3¢ Unfamiliar words. 





ogy nun expression Of praise, often on the 
z sion of someone's death 

ner eo 

; ge: Instead 0! delivering a spoken eulogy at Savitri 
wan" . ‘ 

charma’s memorial service, the students san M 


ad song 
gritten in her honor. 


puphemism noun mild expression in es ares 
unpleasant one 

sage: The expression “he passed away’ is a 
euphemism tor ‘he died.’ 


euphonious adj. pleasing in sound 


lisage: 1 love listening to this euphonious music 
whenever I’m totally worked out. (euphony, N) 

euphoria noun feeling of great happiness and well- 
being (sometimes exaggerated) 

Usage: Delighted with her CAT scores, sure that she 
would get entry in the best B-school of the country, 
Sneh was filled with euphoria. (euphoric, Adj.) 

evanescent adj. fleeting, vanishing 


Usage: Mr. Thareja’s satisfaction in his new job was 
evanescent, for he immediately began to notice its 
many drawbacks. (evanescence, N) - 

evasive adj. not frank; eluding 
Usage: Your evasive answers convinced the judge 
that you were withholding important evidence. 
(evade, V) 

evenhanded adj. impartial; fair 
Usage: Do boys and girls receive evenhanded 
treatment from their teachers, or, as recent studies 
Suggest, do teachers pay more attention to male 
students than to females? 
evince verb to overcome; show plainly; clearly 
indicate; make manifest; esp. to show that one has 
(a specified quality, feeling, etc.) | 
Usage: When he tried to answer the questions, he 
evinced his ignorance of the subject matter, 

(evincible, Adj.) | 
evocative adj. tending to call up (emotions, memories) 
Usage: Scent can be remarkably evocative, the aroma 

of pipe tobacco evokes the memory of my father; a 

whiff of talcum powder calls up images of my 
daughter as an infant. 


ewe noun female sheep 


Usage: The flock of sheep was made up of dozens of 
Cwes, together with only a handful of rams, 

exacerbate verb worsen; embitter 

Usage: The latest bombing in the Kashmir 
exacerbated India’s already existing bitterness 
against Pakistan which may cause the prime minister 
to reconsider breaking off the peace talks abruptly. 

exacting adj. extremely demanding; arduous or 
oherous (task) 

Usage: Cleaning the Taj Mahal was an exacting task, 
one that demanded extremely meticulous care on the 

part of the restorers. (exaction, N) 

exalt verb raise in rank or dignity; praise 

Usage: The actress Jaya Bachhan was exalted to the 
rank of Member of the Rajya Sabha. 

exasperate verb vex, annoy, iritate 

Usage: Little Johar often exasperates his mother with 
his pranks. 

exceptionable adj. objectionable 

Usage: The party workers of Bajrang Dal made hue 
over the exceptionable scene in the controversial 
movie. 

excerpt noun selected passage (written or musical) 


Usage: The cinematic equivalent of an excerpt from 
a novel is a clip from a film. (Also V) 


excise verb cut away, cut out 
Usage: When you excise the dead and dying limbs of 


a tree, you not only improve its appearance but also 
enhance its chances of bearing fruit. (excision, N) 


exclaim verb cry out suddenly as if in surprise 

Usage: ‘What rubbish’, the boss exclaimed on the 
incredible explanation given by the subordinate, 

excoriate verb sold with biting harshness; strip the 
skin off 

Usage; Seeing the holes in Nitin’s new pants, his 


mother furiously excoriated him for ruining his new 
clothes. 


exculpate verb clear from blame 


Usage: He was exculpated of the crime when the real 
criminal confessed. 
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sa ge ene 
cesar ihn dl 


xeerablec jij, Very bal; deserving ia be excermed 
exeerable 4 YS. 
(denounced) due 
i ware: The aqnecate 
a revolted the audience, 


put into effect; carry oul 


to inferior quality 
was in such ewecrable taste that 


evectte ver? 
Cisage: The choreographer wanted fo see how well 
He cution, N) 


she could execute the dance step, (exe 
Nate : The secondary neaning of ‘execute’ could 


be “to put te death as in accordance with a lewally 





eS 









imposed, sentence 
Usage: The terrorists were executed on bein 
proved guilty of the deliberate treason, 


ae ER Ho = a 





exegesis noun explanation; interpretation, especially 
of a biblical text 

Usage? The minister based her sermon on her exegesis 
of a difficult passage from the book of job. 
(exegetical, Adj.) 

exemplary adj. serving as a model; outstanding 

Usage: At commencement the Dean praised Mohit 
for his exemplary behaviour as president of the 
Student Union. 

exemplify verb serve as an example of; embody 
Usage: Bollywood actress, Madhubala exemplified 
feminine beauty and grace. 

exempt adj. not subject to a duty, obligation 

Usage: Because of his poor financial condition , the 
College Trust exempted him from paying tuition fee. 
(Aslo V) 

exertion mown effort; expenditure of much physical 
work 

Usage: The exertion spent in unscrewing the rusty 
bolt left her exhausted. 

exhaustive adj. thorough; comprehensive 

Usage: The experts have made an exhaustive study 
of all published articles on soft skills and then come 
up with this conclusion that training on such life skills 
should be an integral part of any curriculum. 

exhilarating ad). invigorating and refreshing; 
cheering 

isage; Though some of the hikers found tramping 
through the snow tiring, Narayan found the walk on 
the cold, crisp day exhilarating. 

exhort verb urge earnestly by advice, warning, ete. 
(to do what is proper or required); admonish stron gly 

Usage: The human rights activists of the NGO 
exhorted all the journalists present in the press 
conference to join hands in fighting against human 
rights violation in the country. (exhortation, N) 

exhume verb dig out of the ground; remove from the 


grave 


- 


In order to find out the real cause of (les 


i.7 “lf 
quthoriues fay Pern): \ 


f/vage: 
+ ‘ 

LE 

MON ty 


(he police naked the 
exhume the viclin's hody, 
exigency HOun uirenl si uUALION 
uch exigenctes Jike tsunami or earth Atal. 
an ask for aid frony jf, ow 


J 


Usage: 8 
Government of India € 
CILIZC TIS. 


exodus Mount departure, a ZOInp our or forth, esp. in 


large: peoup 
The exodus of highly qualified pr LE8sional. 


country is quite alarming. 
xculpale 


Usage: 

from the 
exonerate verb acquit; & 
The defense lawyer's feverishly sought fresh 


Usage: a 
evidence might exonerate their client. 

exorbitant ad). excessive, going beyond what js 
reasonable; just, proper cle. 

Usage: The people grumbled at the exorbitant prices 

of the shopping mall but paid il because of jts 

monopoly over the market. 


exorcise verb drive out evil spirits 


Usage; By incantation and prayer, the medicine man 


sought to exorcise the evil spirits which had taken 
possession of the young woman. 

exotic adj. not native; strange or different in a way 
that is striking or fascinating (Also N) 

Usepe: Because of his exotic attires, he was followed 
in the streets by small children who laughed at his 
strange appearance. 

expansive adj. outgoing and sociable; broad and 
extensive; able to increase in size 

Usage: Everyone in the society likes Mr. Gupta’s 
expansive way of leading life in a happy — go—lucky 
manner. 

expatriate noun exile; someone who has withdrawn 
from his native land 

Usage: The controversial feminist writer Tasleema 
Nasreen is an expatriate now living in the US. 

expedient adj. suitable; practical; politic 

Usage; Being a pragmatic politician, he was guided 
by what Was expedient rather than by what was 
ethical. (expediency, Ny 

expedite verb hasten: facilitate 

Usage: Because we are on a tight schedule, we hope 
you will be able to expedite the delivery of our order. 
(Also Adj.) 

expeditious adj. fast, Speedy, quick 

Usage: The more expeditious your response is, the 
happier we’ ll be. 
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> ena 
noun payment Or expense; output 


ape" ins you are operating on an expense 
js you must keep receipts for aj] your 
it es if you don't save your receipts, you 
a “ get reimbursed. 
as noun specialized knowledge: expert skill 
ww although she was knowledgeable in a humber 
“ ‘ ds, she was hired for her particular expertise 
i soft skills training. 


sia yerb make amends for (a sin) 
é ‘ 


sage: He tried to exptate his crimes by a ful] 
confession to the authorities, 


expletive noun & adj. profane oath 

sage: The Human Resource Manager’s remarks were 
filled with expletives that offended the new recruits. 
explicate verb explain; interpret; clarify 

Usage: Professor Sinha explicated James Joyce’s often 


bewildering novels with such clarity that most of his 
students started enjoying his class. 


explicit adj. totally clear; definite; outspoken 


Usage: Don’t just hint around that you’ re dissatisfied, 
be explicit about what’s vexing you the most. 


exploit noun deed or action, particularly the one which 
is brave, remarkable and daring 


Usage: Rohan, a tourist was rewarded for his exploits 
in rescuing tsunami victims. 
exploit verb make use of, sometimes unjustly 
Usage: He fought attempts to exploit migrant farm 
workers in Punjab and Haryana. (exploitation N; 
exploitative, Adj.) 
expository adj. explanatory, serving to explain 
Usage: The manual that came with my cell phone was 
no masterpiece of expository prose; its explanations 
Were so garbled that I couldn’t even fi gure out how 
tO store new phone number in the sim card. 
(exposition, N) 
exposure noun risk, particularly of being exposed to 
disease or to the elements; unmasking; act of laying 
something open . 
Usage: Exposure to sun and wind had drie 
hair and weathered her face. 
¢xpropriate verb take possession of ccrioh 
Usage: The farmers questioned the a : ne t 
to expropriate their land to create 4 wildlile preserve. 


d out her 


expunge verb cancel; remove _ | 
Usage: If you behave, I will expuns© this notation 


from your record. 


expurgate verb clean; remove offensive parts of a 


book 


EU ~f | | 
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Usage: The HRD Ministry fel thal certain pass 


in the NCERT 
a NCER' books had to be expurgated bet 
Ould be used in the Classroom 


extant adj. still in CXistence 


Usage: Althou gh the book is 
are stil] 
librarje 


‘ipes 
Ore it 


ul Of print, some copies 
, 4 opies 
extant. Unfortunately, all of 


S Or private collections, non 
extent noun degree: magnitude; 
' ye be “at ica . i 
Usage: “What is the extent Of the patient’s injuries? 
If they are not too extensive, we can treat him on an 
Outpatient basis”, said the doctor. 


hem are in 
€ are for sale, 
scope 


extenuate verb weaken: mitigate 

Usage: It is easier for us to extenuate our own 
shortcomings than those of others. 

extol verb praise; glorify 

Usage: President APJ Kalam extolled the astronauts 
of the Space Resarch Centre, calling them the 
pioneers of the Space Age. 

extort verb wring from; get money by threats, etc. 

Usage: The blackmailer used all his stratagems to 
extort money from his victims. 


extradition noun surrender of prisoner by one state 
to another 


Usage: The lawyers opposed the extradition of their 
client on the grounds that for more than five years 
he had been a model citizen. 

extraneous adj. not essential; superfluous 

Usage: No wonder new team leader can’t think 
straight! His mind is so cluttered up with extraneous 
trivia, he can’t concentrate on the essentials. 

extrapolation noun projection; conjecture 

Usage: Based on their extrapolation from the results 
of the exit polls, the TV channels predicted that NDA 
is going to be out of the cabinet this time. 
(extrapolate, V) 

extricate verb free; disentangle 

Usage: Vehicles with icebreaking tools were needed 
to extricate the trapped fleet of buses from the icy 
roads. 

extrinsic adj. external; not essential; extraneous 

Usage: A critically acclaimed extrinsic feature of the 
Taj Mahal is its sparkling white marble, 

extrovert noun person interested mostly in external 
object and actions 

Usage: A good salesman is usually an extrovert who 
likes to mingle with people. 

extrude verb force or push out 


Usage: Much pressure is required to extrude this 
Pyopec full of plastic bags. 
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exuberance noun overflowing abundance; joyful 
enthusiasm, flamboyance; lavishness 

Usage: We were bowled over by the exuberance of 
Gupta family’s welcome. What an enthusiastic hosts 
they were! 

exude verb discharge; give forth 

Usage: We get maple syrup from the sap that exudes 
from the trees in early spring. (exudation, N) 

exult verb rejoice greatly; be jubilant; leap with joy 

Usage: We exulted to the heights when our team won 
the victory. 

fabricate verb build; lie 

Usage: “If we fabricate the buildings in this project 
out of standardized sections, we can reduce 
construction costs considerably”, the architect said. 

facade noun front (of building); superficial or false 
appearance 

Usage: The ornate fa¢ade of the historical building 
was often photographed by tourists, who never 
bothered to walk around the building to view its other 
sides. 

Or, Sulekha seemed super-confident, but that was just 
a facade she put on to hide her insecurity. 

facet noun small plane surface (of a gem); a side 

Usage: The stonecutter decided to improve the rough 
diamond by providing it with several facets. 

facetious adj. joking (often inappropriately); 
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ae 
humorous 

Usage: “I’m serious about completing this project 
within the given time frame ; it’s high time you came 
out of your facetious attitude and gave serious heeq 
to what I say”, said the project manager to the young 
engineers. 

facile adj. easily accomplished; ready or fluent: 
superficial 

Usage: Words came easily to Jonathan; he was a facile 
speaker and prided himself on being ready to make 
a speech at a moment’s notice. 

facilitate verb help bring about; make less difficult 

Usage: Rest and proper nourishment should facilitate 
the patient’s recovery. 

facsimile noun copy 

Usage: Many museums sell facsimiles of the works 
of art on display. 

faction noun party; clique; dissension 

Usage: The quarrels and bickering of the two small 
factions within the club disturbed the majority of 
the members. 

faculty noun mental or bodily powers; teaching staff 

Usage: As he grew old, Professor Shrivastava feared 
he might lose his faculties and become unfit to teach. 
However, he had tenure; whether or not he was in 


full possession of his faculties, the college couldn’t 
kick off its faculty. 





WorD Ser-19. 
(fallacious — flinch) 


oO ——————— 


fajlacious adj. false; misleading 


rage’ paradoxically, fallacious reasoning does not 
ways yield erroneous results; even though your 
logic may be faulty, the answer you get may 


jevertheless be correct. (fallacy, N) 
fallible adj. liable to error; mistaken 


usage: I know I am at times fallible, but I feel 
confident that I am right this time. 


fallow adj. plowed but not sowed; uncultivated piece 
of land 


Usage: Farmers have learned that it is advisable to 
permit land to lie fallow every few years. 


falter verb hesitate; to lose strength, certainty, etc. 


Usage: When required to take some immediate 
decision in absence of the Managing Director, the 
efficient manager did not falter, but proceeded at 
once. (falterer, N) 


fanaticism: noun excessive zeal; extreme devotion 
to a belief or cause 


Usage: When some Islamic fundamentalists 
demanded death penalty for Salman Rushdie 
because his novel questioned their religious faith, 
world opinion condemned them for their 
fanaticism. 

fancy noun notion; whim; inclination | 
Usage: Martin took a fancy to paint his toenails 
purple, assuming he world outgrow such fanciful 
behaviour, his parents ignored his fancy feet. 
(Also Adj.) 
fanfare noun noisy or showy display call by bugles 
or trumpets 
Usage: he exposition was opened with a fanfare 

of trumpets and the firing of cannon. 
farce noun broad comedy; mockery — . 
Usage: Nothing went right; the entire interview 
degenerated into a farce. (farcical, Adj ) 
fastidious adj. difficult to please; squeamish 
Usage: Monu was such a fastidious = that he 
would eat a sandwich only if his mother first cut off 
every scrap of crust. | 
fatalism noun belief that events are determined by 
forces beyond one’s control 


Usage: With fatalism, he accepted the hardships that 
beset him. (fatalistic, Adj.) 


fauna noun animals of a period or region 


Usage: The scientist could visualize the fauna of 


the period by examining the skeletal remains and 
the fossils. 


fawning adj. courting favour by cringing and 
flattering 

Usage: She was constantly surrounded by a group 
of fawning admirers who hoped to win some favour. 
(fawn, V) 

faze verb disconcert; dismay 


Usage: No crisis could faze the resourceful party 
workmen. 


feasible adj. practical; capable of being done; within 
reason 

Usage: Is it feasible to build an additional academic 
block for mass communication students in the 
campus premises itself, asked the trustees. 

fecundity noun fertility; fruitfulness 

Usage: The fecundity of his mind is illustrated by 
the many vivid images in his paintings. 

feign verb pretend; to make a false show of; to make 
up (a story, excuse, etc.) 

Usage: Some students feigned illness although they 
were actually healthy. 

feint noun trick; shift; sham blow 

Usage: The boxer was fooled by his opponent’s feint 
and dropped his guard. (Also V) 

felicitous adj. apt; suitably expressed; well chosen 

Usage: He was famous for his felicitous remarks and 
was called upon to serve as master of ceremonies at 
many college functions. (felicity, N) 

felicity noun happiness; appropriateness (of a remark, 
choice, etc.) 

Usage: She wrote a note to the newlyweds wishing 
them great felicity in their wedded life. 

fell adj. cruel; deadly 

Usage: The newspapers told of the tragic spread of 
the fell bird flu. 


fell verb cut or knock down; bring down (with a 
missile) 
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Usage: Being an extraordinary archer he loosed his 
arrow and felled the king's deer. | 

felon noun person convicted of a grave crime 
fisage: AS per the law of the land a convicted felon 
loses the right fo vote. 

feral adj. not domestic, wild 

{'sage: Abandoned by their owners, dogs may revert 
to their feral state, roaming stray on the roads and 
lanes of the residential society. 

ferment noun agitation; commotion 

Uvage: With the breaking of the Soviet Union, much 
of eastern Europe was in a state of ferment. 

ferret verb drive or hunt out of hiding 

Usage: She ferreted out their favourite hangouts. 

fervent adj. ardent; hot 

Usage: Some film critics felt that the fervent praise 
of the movie in the media was excessive and 
somewhat undeserved. 

fervid adj. ardent; hot; glowing; impassioned; fervent 

Usage: Her fervid enthusiasm inspired all of us to 
undertake the challenging mission. 

fervor noun glowing ardour (zeal emotional warmth); 
intensity of feeling 

U/sage: At the protest rally, the students cheered the 
strikers and booed the Dean of the college with equal 
fervor. | 

fester verb rankle; produce irritation or resentment 

Usage: Nikita’s insult festered in Ananya’s mind for 
days, and made her too angry to speak to her. 

festive adj. joyous; celebratory 

Usage: Their wedding in the park was a festive 
occasion. 

fetid adj. malodorous having a bad smell, as of decay; 
putrid 

Usage: It is necessary to take proper care or else the 
neglected wound may became fetid. (fetidness, N) 

fetter verb shackle or chain for the feet; anything 
that holds in check; restraint 

Usage: In olden days some prisoners were fettered 
to the wall. 

fiasco noun total failure 

Usage: Our ambitious venture ended in a fiasco 
because of the lack of foresightedness, 

fickle adj. changeable; faithless 

Usage: As soon as Romeo saw Juliet, he forgot all 
about his old girlfriend Rosaline. Was Romeo 
fickle? 

fictitious adj. imaginary 


enn oe 


Usage: Although this movie purports to be : 
biography of George Washington, many of ¢, 
incidents are fictitious. 

fidelity noun loyalty; faithful devotion to duty or io 
one’s obligations, accuracy of a description, 
translation, etc., or of the repr oduction of sound, 
an image, etc. 

Usage: A dog’s fidelity to its owner is one of the 
reasons why that animal is a favourite householg 


pet, 

figment noun invention; imaginary thing 

Usage: That incident never took place, itis a figment 
of their fanciful imagination. 

figurative adj. not literal, but metaphorical; using a 
figure of speech 

Usage: ‘To lose one’s marbles’ is a figurative 
expression; if you're told that Aakash has lost his 
marbles, no one expects you to rush out to buy him 
a replacement set. 

figurine noun small ornamental statuette 

Usage: In the hotel lobby , there stood a beautiful 
figurine of a black falcon. 

filament noun fine thread or fiber; threadlike 
structure within a light bulb; a ray of sunlight 

Usage: It seems that the bulb had fused, its filament 
inside hung loose. | 

filch verb steal (usually something small or petty); 
pilfer 7 

Usage: Some village schoolboys filched mangoes 
from the orchard leaving the caretaker baffled. 

filial adj. pertaining to a son or daughter 

Usage: Many youngsters forget their filial obligations 
and disregard the wishes of their parents. 

filibuster verb to block legislation by making long 
speeches 

Usage: Even though we disapproved of the party’s 
political goals, we were impressed by the 
spokesperson’s ability to filibuster and keep the 
issue from coming their election campaigning 
Strategy. 

finale noun conclusion the concluding part of a 
musical composition; the last scene or feature of an 
entertainment 

Usage: tis not until we reach the finale of this movie 
that we can understand the film producer-director’s 
message, 

finesse noun delicate skill; the ability to handle 


delicate and difficult situations skillfully and 
diplomatically 
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rage’ The finesse and adroitness with which the 
eurgeon wielded her scalpel impressed all the 
spservers in the operation room. 

nicky adj. too particular; fussy 

sage: The little girl was finicky about her food, 
jeaving over anything that wasn’t to her taste. 
rebrand noun hothead; troublemaker 


Usage: The police tried to keep track of al] the local 
firebrands when the party president Came to town 
for election campaign. 

fissure noun crevice; a long, narrow, 


deep cleft or 
crack 


Usage: The mountain climbers secured footholds in 
tiny fissures in the rock. 


fitful adj. spasmodic; intermittent 


Usage: After several fitful attempts, he decided to 
postpone the start of the project until he felt more 
energetic. 

flabbergasted adj. astounded, astonished; overcome 
with surprise 

Usage: In the film, the protagonist invents a 
remarkable substance whose amazing properties 
leave his co-workers flabbergasted. (flabbergast, V) 

flaccid adj. flabby; hanging in loose folds or 
wrinkles; lacking force; weak, feeble 

Usage: My sedentary lifestyle has left me with flaccid 
muscles. 

llag verb droop; grow feeble 

Usage: When the opposing hockey team scored its 
third goal the home team’s spirits flagged. (flagging, 
Adj.) 

flagrant adj. conspicuously wicked; blatant; 
outrageous | 
Usage: The governor’s appointment of his 
brother-in-law to the State High Court was a 
flagrant violation of the state laws against nepotism 


(FALLACIOUS - FLINCH) Hf 22] 


(favouritism based on kinship), 
flair noun talent: aptitude 


Usage: The young and versatile film producer has 
an uncanny flair for discovering new artists before 
the public has become aware of their existence. 

flamboyant adj. ornate or too showy; florid 

Usage: Modern architecture has discarded the 
flamboyant trimming on buildings and emphasizes 
simplicity of line. (flamboyance, flamboyancy, N) 

tlaunt verb display ostentatiously 

Usage: Bollywood actress Mallika Sherawat saw 
nothing wrong with showing off her considerable 
physical charms, saying, “Honey, if you’ve got it, 
flaunt it!” 

fleck verb spot or small patch (of colour) 

Usage: Her cheeks, flecked with tears, were 
testimony to the hours of weeping. 

tledgling adj. inexperienced 

Usage: While it is necessary to provide the fledgling 
Stage artists with an opportunity to present their 
work, it is not essential that audiences admire 
everything they perform. (Also N) 

fleece noun wool coat of a sheep 
Usage: The local shepherds shear sheep of their 


fleece, which they then comb into separate strands 
of wool. 


fleece verb rob; plunder 

Usage: The trickster in guise of the general manager 
fleeced him of his inheritance. 

flick noun light stroke (as with a whip) 

Usage: The horse needed no encouragement; one 
flick of the whip was all the jockey had to apply to 
get the animal to run at top speed. 

flinch verb hesitate, shrink 
Usage: One should not flinch in the face of danger 
but fight back bravely. 
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flippant adj. lacking proper seriousness 

Usage: When Rajat told Sana he loved her, she 
dismissed his earnest declaration with a flippant 
“Oh, you say that to all the girls!” (flippancy, N) 

flit verb fly; dart lightly; pass swiftly by 

Usage: Like a bee flitting from flower to flower, 
Rakesh flitted from one girlfriend to the next. 

floe noun mass of floating ice 

Usage: The ship made slow progress as it battered 
its way through the ice floes. . 

flora noun plants of a region or era 

Usage: Because she was a botanist, she spent most 
of her time studying the flora of the desert. 

florid adj. ruddy; reddish; flowery 

Usage: If you go to the coastal region and get a 

- sunburn as a result of prolonged sunbath, your 
complexion will look florid. 

flounder verb struggle and thrash about; proceed 
clumsily | 

Usage: Bewildered by the new software, Satish kept 
floundering until Jatin, his team leader showed him 
how to get started. 

flourish verb grow well; prosper; decorate with 
ornaments 

Usage: The orange trees of Nagpur orchards 
flourished in the bright sun. 

flout verb reject; mock 

Usage: The headstrong youth flouted all the office 
rules and regulations and refused to be curbed by 
his autocratic superiors. 

fluctuate verb waver; shift 

Usage: The climate in the hilly region fluctuates 
wildly; don’t forget to carry your umbrella along. 

fluency noun smoothness of speech 

Usagé: He spoke French as well as Spanish with 
equal fluency and ease. 

fluke noun a result, esp. a successful one, brought 
about by accident; stroke of luck; unlikely 
occurrence 

Usage: When Douglas defeated Tyson in the 
heavyweight championship, some sportscasters 
dismissed his victory as a fluke. 

fluster verb confuse; become nervous or befuddled 


Usage: The teacher’s sudden question flustered him 
and he stammered his reply. (Also N) 

flux noun flowing; series of changes 

Usage: While conditions are in such a state of flux. 
I do not wish to commit myself too deeply in this 
affair. 

fodder noun coarse food for cattle, horses, etc. 

Usage: One of house attendant’s chores at the ranch 
was to put fresh supplies of fodder in the horses’ 


stalls. 

foible noun weakness; slight fault 

Usage: We can overlook the foibles of our friends; 
no one is perfect. | 

foil noun a person or thing that sets off or enhances 
another by contrast 

Usage: His arrogant, fickle — minded and haughty 
behaviour is in a foil with his father’s composed 


* and elegant way of life. 


fot! verb defeat; frustrate 

Usage: One should be able to first admit one’s 
shortcomings then try to gradually foil them in order 
to become successful in life. 

foliage noun masses of leaves 

Usage: Every autumn, the parks get filled up with 
colourful foliage all around. 

foment verb stir up: instigate 

Usage: His allegations on some of his seniors 
involved in favouritism and nepotism fomented 
trouble in the party. 

foolhardy adj. rash; bold ordering in a foolish way: 
reckless 

Usage: Don’t be foolhardy. Get the advice of 
experienced people before undertaking this venture. 

fop noun dandy; man excessively concerned with his 
clothes 

Usage: People who dismissed young Manish 
Malhotra as a fop felt chagrined when he turned 
Into one of the top fashion designers of his day. 
(foppish, Adj.) 

forbearance noun patience 

Usage: We must use forbearance in dealing with 
him because he is still weak from his illness. 

ford noun a shallow place in a stream, river, etc., 
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ae cal cross on foot or by Wading or by 


9 aie tn 
yer” “ orseback, in an automobile, etc, 


ite ather than risking himself by using the Shaky 
fink’ ¥ jee. Himesh walked a half mile downstream 
on ye came to the nearest ford. (Also V) 

ul 


ill 

pears noun ancestors 

t ‘a ® 

() P Reverence for one $s forebears (sometimes 
net ' > = . : 

U rerred to as ancestor worship) plays an important 
c 


yt in many Oriental cultures. 
farebodinlg noun premonition evil 

‘cage: Suspecting nO conspiracies against him, 
caesar gently ridiculed his wife’s forebodings. 
forensic adj. suitable to debate or courts of law 


sage: In her best forensic manner, the lawyer 
addressed the jury. (forensics, N) 


foreshadow verb give an indication beforehand; 
portend: prefigure | 


Usage: In retrospect, political analysts realized that 
Yeltsin’s defiance of the attempted coup 
foreshadowed his emergence as the dominant figure 
of the new Russian republic. 


foresight noun ability to foresee future happenings; 
prudence 


Usage: A wise investor, she had the foresight to buy 
land just before the current real estate boom. ~ 

forestall verb prevent by taking action in advance 
Usage: By setting up a prenuptial agreement, the 
prospective bride and groom hoped to forestall any 


potential arguments about money in the event of a 
divorce. 


forge verb give up; do without 
Usage: Determined to lose weight Mrs. Chopra 
decided to forgo dessert until she could fit into a 
‘medium’ size again. 
forlorn adj. sad and lonely; wretched 
Usage: Deserted by her own family members, the 
forlorn Esha awaited the return of her fortune. 
formality noun ceremonious quality; something done 
just for form’s sake -_ 
Usage: The Prime Minister received the visiting 
heads of state of neighbouring countries with due 
formality; flags waving, honor guards standing at 
attention, anthems sounding at full blast. 
formidable adj. menacing; threatening | 
Usage: We must not treat the war against terrorists 
lightly for we are facing a formidable foe. 
forsake verb desert; abandon; renounce _ 
Usage: No one expected Ramesh to forsake his wife 
and children and run off with another woman. 
forswear verb renounce; abandon 
Usage: The captured prisoners could escape death 
only if they agreed to forswear Christianity and 


embrace Is] 


am as the one true faith, 
forte 


; noun strong point or special talent 

oe : | fort s _ . Pay this rather serious role, 

lorthright adj. outspoken; straightforward: frank 
Usage: Never afraid to call a spade a spade [ am 
perhaps loo forthright to be a successf a! party 
politician. 

fortitude noun bravery; courage 


Usage: He was awarded the medal for his fortitude 
in the tsunami affected areas, 


fortuitous adj. accidental; by chance 


Usage: Though the officers pretended their encounter 
was fortuitous, the police on the secret mission were 


keeping a close eye on the bandit’s activities for 
quite sometime. 


forum noun place of assembly to discuss public 
concerns; meeting for discussion 


Usage: I love watching public forums on different 
issues aired weekly on National TV channels. 
foster verb rear; encourage 


Usage: According to the legend, Romulus and Remus 
were fostered by a she-wolf who raised the 
abandoned infants with her own cubs. (Also Adj.) 


founder verb stumble, fall or go lame; become stuck 
as in soft ground; bog down; to break down, 
collapse; fail completely; sink 

Usage: After hitting the submerged iceberg, the 
Titanic started taking in water rapidly and soon 
foundered. 


founder noun person who establishes (an 
organization, business) 

Usage: Among those killed in the Gujarat earthquake 
was the founder of our college. 

fracas noun brawl, melee; noisy fight 

Usage: The military police stopped the fracas in the 
bar and arrested the belligerents. 

fractious adj. unruly; disobedient; irritable 

Usage: Bucking and kicking, the fractious horse 
unseated its rider. 

frail adj. weak; easily broken, shattered, damaged 
or destroyed; fragile; easily tempted to do wrong; 
morally weak 

Usage: The delicate child seemed too frail to lift the 
heavy carton. (frailty, N) 

franchise noun right granted by authority; right to 
vote; business licensed to sell a product in a 
particular territory 

Usage: The city issued a franchise to the company 
to operate surface transit lines on the streets for 
ninety-nine years. 

frantic adj. wild with anger, pain or worry; marked 
by frenzy; resulting from wild emotion 
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: ision, many people 
Usage: At the time of the collision, m y peop 


became frantic with fear. 
fraternize verb associate in a friendly way 
Usage: e game, the members of the two teams 


fraternize ver been 
ra a 

rivals. | 

dulent adj. cheating; deceitful 
prevent fraudulent 


After th 
das cheerfully as if they had ne 


frau 
Usage: The government seeks to 


and misleading advertising. 

fraught adj. filled, charged or loaded (with); 
emotional, tense, anxious, distressing, etc. 

Usage: Since this enterprise is fraught with danger, 
I will ask for volunteers who are willing to assume 
the risks. 

fray noun brawl 

Usage: The three musketeers were in the thick of the 
fray. (Also V) 

frenetic adj. frenzied; frantic 

Usage: His frenetic activities convinced us that he 
had no organized plan of operation. 

frenzied adj. madly excited 

Usage: As soon as they smelled smoke, the frenzied 
animals milled about in their cages. 

fresco noun painting on plaster (usually fresh) 

Usage: The Cathedral is visited by many tourists who 
wish to admire the frescoes. 

fret verb to be annoyed or vexed 

Usage: To fret over your poor grades is foolish; 
instead, decide to work harder in the future. 

friction noun clash in opinion; rubbing against 

Usage: At this time when harmony is essential, we 
cannot afford to have any friction in our group. 

frivolous adj. lacking in seriousness; self-indulgently 
carefree; relatively unimportant 

Usage: Though Monika enjoyed Shekhar’s frivolous, 
lighthearted companionship, she sometimes 
wondered whether he could.ever be serious. 
(frivolity, N) 

frolicsome adj. prankish; gay 

Usage: The frolicsome puppy tried to lick the face 
of its master. 

frond noun fern leaf; palm or banana leaf 

Usage: After the storm the beach was littered with 
the fronds of palm trees. 

frugality noun thrift; economy 

Usage: In economically hard times anyone who 
doesn’t learn to practice frugality risks bankruptcy. 
(frugal, Adj.) 

fruition noun bearing of fruit; fulfillment; realization 

Usage: This building marks the fruition of all our 
aspirations and years of hard work. 


rt; defeat 
t frustrate this dictator like 
oups to seize control of the 


frustrate verb thwa 


Usage: The public mus 
plan of the terrorist gr 
government. | | | 

fugitive adj. fleeting or transitory, roving 

Usage: The film brought a few fugitive images tp 
her mind, but on the whole it made no lasting 


impression upon her. 
fulcrum “oun support on which a lever rests 
If we use this stone as 4 fulcrum and the 


Usage: 
g e may be able to move this 


crowbar as a lever, W 
boulder. | 
fulsome adj. disgustingly excessive | 
Usage: His fulsome praise of the dictator revolted 
his listeners. 
fundamental verb basic; primary; essential 
The committee discussed all sorts of side 


Usage: 
° getting down to addressing the 


issues without ever 
fundamental problem. 

furlough noun leave, absence; vacation granted toa 
solider or civil servant 

Usage: Dreaming of her loved one’s back in the 
remote village, the young armyman could hardly 
wait for his upcoming furlough. 

furor noun frenzy; great excitement 


' Usage: The story of the embezzlement of the funds 


by some share brokers created a furor on the stock 
exchange. 

furtive adj. stealthy; sneaky 

Usage: Noticing the furtive glance the customer gave 
to the diamond bracelet on the counter, the jeweler 
wondered whether he had a potential shoplifter on 
his hands. 

fusion noun union; coalition ° 

Usage : The opponents of the political party in power 
organized a fusion of disgruntled and futile men an 
important element in the election. 

futile adj. useless; hopeless: ineffectual 

Usage: It is futile to try to get any work done around 
here while the telephone is ringing every thirty 
seconds. (futility, N) 

— lice animal-biting fly; an irritating person 
nee : Like a gadfly, he irritated all the guests at 
tet - fo such an extent that within forty-eight 

» €veryone regarded hi in 

eiede g him as an annoying 

gaffe noun social blunder 


Usage: . . 
hiebiad os to Miss Manners, to call your 
gaffe. it; y your lover’s name is worse than a mere 

% IIs a tactical mistake. 
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(Gainsay — gory) 


——eer ———— 


Jainsay verD deny; contradict; speak or act against; 
@ pose 

page: She was too honest to gainsay the truth of 
ae report. (gainsaying, gainsayer, N) 

agit noun manner of walking or running; speed 

sage: The crippled man walked with an uneven gait 

galaxy noun large; isolated system of Stars, such as 
the Milky way; any collection of brilliant 
personalities 

Usage’ Science fictions perpetuate the possibility of 
the existence of life in other galaxies. 

Or, A galaxy of superstars and wannabe stars could 
be seen around in the Page Three parties. 

sale noun windstorm; gust of wind; emotional 
outburst (laughter, tears) 

Usage: The Weather channel warned viewers about 
arising gale, with winds at sixty miles per hour. 
gall noun bitterness; irritation or annoyance, or a 
cause of this 


Usage: The knowledge of his failure filled him with 
gall. 


gall verb annoy; chafe 

Usage: Their sarcasm galled him. 

galleon noun large sailing ship 

Usage: The Spaniards pinned their hopes on the 
galleon, the large warship; the British, on the 
smaller and faster ships. | 

galvanize verb stimulate by shock; stir up; revitalize 

Usage: News that the prince was almost at their door 
galvanized the ugly stepsisters into a frenzy of 
combing and primping. —— 

gambit noun opening in chess in which a piece is 
sacrificed; an opening maneuver, action, OF remark 
intended to gain an advantage or to offer an opinion 
Usage: The player was afraid to accept his opponent's 
gambit because he feared a trap which he could not 
foresee. 

gambol verb skip; leap playfully | | 
Usage: Watching children gamboling 10 the park is 
always pleasant. (Also N) 

gamely ady, bravely; with spirit . 

Usage: Because he had fought gamely against a much 

Superior boxer, in spite of his defeat, the ne gave 

him a standing ovation when he left the area. 


gamut noun entire range 


Usage: In this performance, the leading lady was able 
to demonstrate the complete gamut of her animated 
expressions. 


gape verb open widely; stare open-mouthed 
Usage: The huge pit gaped before him: if he 
stumbled, he would fall in Rohit jawed in wonder, 
Rohan gaped at the huge stalactites hanging down 
from the ceiling of the limestone cavern. 

garbled adj. mixed up; jumbled; distorted 

Usage: This party game involves passing a whispered 
message from one person to another until, by the 
time it reaches the last player, the message is totally 
garbled. 

gargantuan adj. huge; enormous 

Usage: The gargantuan wrestler was terrified of 
mosquitoes. 

garish adj. over-bright in colour; gaudy 

Usage: She wore a gaudy sapphire necklace with an 
excessively garish golden dress. 

garner yerb gather; store up 

Usage: She had to garner all her strength and 
willpower to deny such a luring proposal. 

garnish verb decorate 

Usage: Raj used to garnish salad with thin slices of 
cheese. (Also N) 

garrulous adj. loquacious; wordy; talkative 

Usage: My Uncle can out-talk any person. He is the 
most garrulous person I know. (garrulity, N) 

gauche adj. clumsy; coarse and uncouth 

Usage: Compared to the sophisticated young ladies 
in their elegant gowns, tomboyish Romi felt gauche 
and out of place. 

gaudy adj. flashy; showy 


Usage: The newest Trump skyscraper is typically 
gaudy, covered in gilded panels that gleam in the 
sun. 

gaunt adj. lean and angular; barren 


Usage: He looked surprisingly gaunt after his illness. 
gavel noun hammer-like tool; mallet 
Usage: “Sold!”, cried the auctioneer, banging his 


gavel on the table to indicate he’d accepted the final 
bid, 
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ooh SHAUL foolishly: ook 1 OP 
ab -pawhked at (he 
prvage: The eons hoy Li ‘ 

Wik d 2 
syd NOON Tights af the 
* record of deseeut 


1) mronthed awe 
» SKVSCTApCRS 


Pig CULY, 

- Weare 
logy fee or? 
He was proud of his genealogy and onatantly 

& %* ves 


+ a. dwell -_ 
if the achievements url his fore Father 


ete 


N we 


po feryes 
oenerality qeRA VARUC statement 
| This report is filled with 
Hie tH your stitement 


generalities, YOu 


sate 
e more spre 
eenerate ver cause: produce, create 
Isa ce? In his first days ottice, he managed to 
eenerate 4 new mood of oplimismy we were 

convinced that he could do wonders, 
oeneric ad, characteristic of an entire chiss or species 


Pyaees Ramit knew se many lrishinen who were 


jam & 
ouch in their speech that he began to think that 


arrogance Was 2 generic trait of the Irish. 


BR ond i 


GENESIS MOU beginning: origin 

t'sage: Tracing the genesis of a family is the theme 
af roots. 

eeniality noun cheertulness, kindliness; sympathy 

Usage: This restaurant is famous and popular because 
of the geniality of the proprietor who tries to make 
everyone feel at home. 

genre noun particular variety of art or literature 

Usage: As acrime-fiction novelist and a poet, Agatha 
Christie proved herself skilled in both gezres. 

genteel adj. well-bred, elegant 

Usage: We are looking for a man with a genteel 
appearance who can inspire confidence by his 
manners. 

gentility noun those of gentle birth, refinement 

Usage: Her family was proud of its gentility and 
elegance. 

gentry noun people of standing; class of people just 
below nobility 

(’sage: The local gentry did not welcome the visits 
of the summer tourists and tried to ignore their 
presence in the community. 

germune adj. pertinent; bearing upon the case at hand 

Usage: The judge refused to allow the testimony to 
be heard by the jury because it was not germane to 
the case, 

germinal adj, pertaining to a germ; creative 

Usage: Such an idea is germinal; I am certain that it 
will influence thinkers and philosophers for many 
generations, 

germinate yerb cause to sprout; sprout 

Usage: After the seeds germinate and develop their 
permanent leaves, the plants may be removed form 
the cold frames and transplanted to the garden. 


a — a 
fon, LEsture 


aed 


esticuladion Hour ot | 
performers are trained to Make 


fenlations becuuse of the large 


! 
T wate Operate 


aay ee rg’ 
exaggerated & = 
ic : rhorm, 
anditoriums 1 which they perl 
yorrible: frightful: very Unpleasant 
“ ’ } GJ y ; 
ryares ‘The corpse Wie a ghastly sight 
a cf n | | . 
ish nowt WONSCHSE. babbling 
that foolish boy spouting 
isters from Outer spaces 


ghastly cd). | 


sible 
tsages Did you hear 
gibberish about mol 
(pibber, V) 

Fy mock: jeet OF | 
at others: follies unless you are 
it of such follies. 


eibe ver aunt, scoff (at) 
Usage: Don't gribe 

sure you never are 4 part 
giddy ad). light-hearted; dizzy _ 
Usage: He tell his giddy youth was past. 
erly ady. very carefully 


‘ *. : =* 7 . k tf 
Usage: To separate C88 whites, first crack the ege 


¢ 
i? 
ing 


gingerly. 
girth noun distance 
Usage: It took an extt 
Jhannu Seth's considerable girth. 
ssence or main point, as of an article or 


around something; circumference 
a-large waistcoat to fit around 


pist Noun Cc 
argument 

Usage: She was asked to give the gist of the passage 
in two sentences. 

olacial adj. like a glacier; extremely cold 

Uvage: Never a warm person, when offended Songbo 
could seem positively glacial. 

elarine adj. highly conspicuous; harshly bright 

Usage: Glaring factual errors in your assignment will 
unfavourably impress your teacher. 

glaze verb cover with a thin and shiny surface 

Usage; The freezing rain glazed the streets and made 
driving hazardous. (Also N) 

glib adj. fluent; facile; slick 

Usage: Good commentators or talk show hosts are 
always glib talkers. 

glimmer verb shine erratically; twinkle 


Us a 3 a : 
sage: In the darkness of the cavern, the glow-worms 


— from the cavern roof glimmered like distant 
stars. 


loat ver eSs evil sati 
Bloat verb express evil Satisfaction; view malevolently 


you tl ‘“ you gloat over your ill-gotten wealth, do 
alos unk of the many victims you have defrauded? 
vOSsary noun brief e 
xplanat ae 

the text planation of words used in 

Usage: Th : 
5 ave {to ‘lye : : . 
useful, it has el; und the Slossary in this book very 
my OVEY verb explain aw 
ay 


Usage; 
No matter how hard he tried to talk around 


Usage: 
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“ 


‘ " searctary r 
igs the Finance Minister could not gloss over 
“ rac that he had raised taxes after all. 
C ® . 
soy 4 smooth and shining 
1055, e ; ; 
ep want this photograph printed on glossy 


} ul a 


* inatte. 
papel, not mM | 
+ scowl; stare with sullen anger 


a 
2s Shee 
RS St 
er arse 


a, 
ees 


jower Vel 
Usage: The angry boy glowered at his friend, 
(Also N) 


alut verb overstock; fill to excess 

rage: The manufacturers glutted the market with 
cheap gadgets but did not find many purchasers. 
(Also N) 

slutton noun someone who eats too much 

Usage; When mother saw that Chintu had eaten all 
the cookies, she called him a little glutton. 
(gluttonous, Adj.) 

gnarled adj. twisted and knotty; roughened, 
hardened, sinewy etc., as hands that do rough work 
Usage: The gnarled banyan tree had beena landmark 
for years. 


nome noun dwarf; underground spirit 
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i er a 





el i a aaa 





( on amocd oplc Rape of the Lock, Alexander 
ssigns considerable roles to gnomes and 

sylphs. 

goad verb urge on 

Usage; He was goaded by his children until he 
yielded to their demands. (Also N) 

gorge noun small, steep-walled canyon 

Usage: The white-water rafting guide warned us 
about the rapids farther downstream, where the river 
cut through a narrow gorge. 






Note : The word ‘rapid’ as noun could mean ‘a 
part of a river’ where the current is relatively swift, 







as because of a narrowing of the river bed 


gorge verb stuff one'self 
Usage: The gluttonous guest gorged himself with 
food as though he had not eaten for days. 


sory adj. full of, covered with, or like gore bloody; 
characterized by much bloodshed or slaughter 


Usage: The audience shuddered as they listened to 
the details of the gory massacre. (goriness, N) 
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gouge verb make a groove, hole, etc., in (something) 
‘with or as with a gouge; push one's thumb into the 
eyes of someone (in fighting); cheat out of money 


etc., tear out 

Usage: In that fight, all the rules were forgotten, the 
adversaries bit, kicked, and tried to gouge each 
other’s eyes out. (Also N) 

gourmand noun epicure; person who takes excessive 
pleasure in food and drink 

Usage: Gourmands \ack self-restraint; if they enjoy 
a particular cuisine, they eat far too much of it. 

gourmet noun connoisseur of food and drink 

Usage: The gourmet stated that this was the best 
chicken soup he had ever tasted. 

graduated adj. arranged by degrees (of height, 
difficulty, etc.) 

Usage: Romita loved her graduated set of Rajasthani 
hollow wooden dolls; she spent hours happily 
putting the smaller dolls into their larger 
counterparts. 

graft noun piece of transplanted tissue; portion of 
plant inserted in another plant 

Usage: After the fire, Ishan required skin grafts 
to replace the badly peeled areas on his forearms. 
(Also V) 

grandeur noun impressiveness; stateliness; majesty 

Usage: No matter how many times he read Paradise 
Lost, Siddharth never failed to be struck by the 
grandeur of John Milton’s epic. 

grandiloquent adj. pompous; bombastic; using high- 
sounding language 

Usage: The politician could never speak simply; he 
was always grandiloquent. 

grandiose adj. pretentious; high-flown; ridiculously 
exaggerated; impressive 

Usage: The aged film star of the yesteryears still had 
grandiose notions of his supposed importance in 
the cine world. 

granulate verb form into grains 

Usage: Sugar that has been granulated dissolves 
more readily than lump sugar. (granule, N) 

graphic adj. pertaining to the art of delineating; 
vividly described 

Usage: I was particularly impressed by the graphic 


presentation of the rainfall. | 

erapple verb wrestle; come to grips with 

Usage: He grappled with the burglar ang 
overpowered him. (Also N) 

erate verb make a harsh noise; have an unpleasan; 


effect; shred | . 
Usage: The screams of the quarreling children grateg 


on her nerves. 
gratify verb to please someone, or to Satisfy a wish 


or need 

Usage: Zubin’s parents were gratified by his 
successful performance in the Civil Examinations, 

gratis adj. free; without charge; complimentary (as 
a gift) 

Usage: The company offered to give one package 
gratis to every purchaser of one of their products, 
(Also Adj.) 

cratuitous adj. given freely unwarranted; uncalled 
for 

Usage: Quit making gratuitous comments. No one 
asked you for your opinion. 

gravity noun seriousness; solemnity or sedateness 
of manner of character 

Usage: We could tell we were in serious trouble from 
the gravity of the principal’s expression. (gravity, 
Adj.) 

gregarious adj. sociable; fond of the company of 
others 

Usage: Typically, partygoers are gregarious, recluse 
are not. (gregariousness, N) 

grievance Noun cause of complaint 

Usage: When her supervisor ignored her complaint, 
she took her grievance to the union. 

grill verb question severely or relentlessly; torture 
by applying heat 

Usage: In violation of the POTA, the police grilled 
the suspect for several hours. (Also N) 

grimace noun a facial distortion to show feeling such 
as pain, disgust, etc. 

Usage: Even though he remained silent, his grimace 
indicated his discomfort, (Also V) 

grisly adj. ghastly; terrifying, horrible 

Usage: She withdrew from the grisly sight. 
(grisliness, N) 
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verb complain; fuss 
fost students traditionally grouse ay 
jie quality of food in the hostels, 

efile 


i ait adj. fantastic; comically hideous 
vite 


anges 1 Fancy Dress Competitions, People wear 
[ é esque costumes. 


Out the 


ts 
— 
~ 


i noun group of trees (smaller than a forest): 
oto" 


* ehard . 
qe: TO the child, the small grove of oaks Was as 
+ as Sherwood forest, in which he played th 


, at 
legendary hero, Robinhood. 


wovel verd to he prone or crawl in a prostrate 
“ost on, esp. abjectly, to behave humbly or abjectly, 
3s before authority; debase one'self in 4 servile 
fashion 


usage: Even though we have been defeated, we do 
not need to grovel before our conquerors. 

grudging adj. unwilling; reluctant; stingy 

Usage: We received only grudging support from the 
mayor despite his earlier promises of aid. 


gruel verb liquid food made by boiling oatmeal, etc, 
in milk or water 
Usage: Our daily allotment of gruel made the meal 
not only monotonous but also unpalatable. 
srueling adj. exhausting 
Usage: The marathon is a grueling race. 
gruesome adj. grisly; horrible 
Usage: Children below 12 years of age are proscribed 
from watching this movie because of its gruesome 
content, 
gruff adj. surly rough-mannered; brusquely rude | 
Usage: Although he was blunt and gruff with most 
people, he was always gentle with me. 
euffaw noun boisterous laughter 
Usage: The loud guffaws that came from the closed 
room indicated that the members of the committee 
had not yet settled down to serious business. 
(Also V) | 
guile noun deceit; duplicity; wiliness, cunning 
Usage: Iago uses considerable guile to trick ie 
into believing that Desdemona has been unfaithful. 
guileless adj. without deceit; candid, frank 
Usage: He is naive, simple, and guileless; he cannot 
be guilty of fraud. (guile lessness, N) 
uise noun appearance, costume 
Usage In pos ar of a milkman, the burglar broke 
into the house. . 
gullible adj. easily deceived; cheated tricked; 
credulous 


Usage: Overly gullible people have only paresaions 
to blame if they fall prey in the hands 0 
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repeatedly, 


a adj, alfecting the sense of taste 
sage: Th | 
weskesary xg restaurant offered an unusual 
Stat erience for 
sia the lovers of Chinese 


BUStO noun taste: liking: 

Usage; He accepted the 
that I felt he would have 
salary. 

Busty adj. windy; 
outbursts 

Usage: The gusty weather made 
(gustiness, N) 


hackneyed adj. ‘commonplace; trite 


enjoyment; enthusiasm 


assignment with such gusto 
been satisfied with a smaller 


characterized by sudden bursts or 


Sailing precarious, 


Usage: When the reviewer criticized the movie for 
its hackneyed plot, we agreed, we had seen similar 
stories hundreds of times before. 

haggard adj. wasted away; gaunt 


Usage: After his long illness, he was pale and 
haggard, 


haggle verb argue about prices 


Usage: I prefer to shop in a store that has a one- 
price policy because, whenever I haggle with a 
shopkeeper, I am never certain that I paid a fair price 
for the articles I purchased. 

hallowed adj. blessed; consecrated 


Usage: The hallowed saint was able to move many 
and add to the list of his followers. 

hallucination noun the apparent perception of sights, 
sounds etc. that are not actually present (it occurs 
in certain mental disorder), delusion 

Usage: I think you were frightened by a 
hallucination you created in your own mind. 
(hallucinative, Adj.) 

halting adj. hesitant; faltering 

Usage: Novice extemporaneous speakers often talk 
in a halting fashion as they grope for the right 
words. 

hamper verb obstruct; hinder; impede; encumber 

Usage: The overdose of morphine hampered his 
health badly. 

haphazard adj. random; by chance 

Usage: His haphazard reading of the text left him 
unacquainted with most of the mentioned basic 
facts. 

harangue noun a long blustering noisy speech ; tirade 

Usage: In her lengthy harangue, the principal 
berated the notorious students. (Also V) 

harass verb to annoy by repeated attacks 

Usage: When he could not pay his bills within the 


time period he had promised, he was harassed by 
his creditors. 
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Usage: I hope you will pay some heed 7" 


i es before 
i 1“ -<on or thing that com 

harbinger noun a pet pp ie 
to announce OF give an ha ; 
herald; forerunner . —_ 
The crocus is an early harbinger of spring. 
vide a refuge for; hide 
ving harbored the 


indication of w 


Usage: 
harbor verb pro 
Usage: They were accused of ha 
incognito militants. 

hardy adj. sturdy, robust; ab 
weather 

Usage: We asked the gardening expert to recommend 
particularly hardy plants that could endure our harsh 


le to stand inclement 


winters. 
harrowing adj. agonizing; distressing; traumatic 


Usage: In the initial days of our acquaintance, he 
refrained from talking about the harrowing 
memories of his past. 

haughtiness noun pride; arrogance 

Usage: In Jane Austen’s Pride and Prjudice, when 
she realized that Darcy thought himself too good to 
dance with his inferiors, Elizabeth took great offense 
at his haughtiness. 

hazardous adj. dangerous 

Usage: Chain-smoking is going to be hazardous to 
your health. 

hazy adj. slightly obscure 

Usage: In hazy weather, you cannot see the top of 
this mountain. 

headlong adj. hasty; rash 

Usage: The slave seized the unexpected chance to 
make a headlong dash across the border to freedom. 

headstrong adj. stubborn; willful; unyielding 

Usage: Because she refused to marry the man her 
parents had chosen for her, everyone scolded Meena 
and called her a foolish headstrong girl. 

heckler noun person who harasses others 

Usage: The heckler kept interrupting the speaker 
with impudent remarks. (heckle, V) 

hedonist noun one who believes that pleasure is the 
sole aim in life 

Usage: A thoroughgoing hedonist, he considered 
only his hi pleasure and ignored any claims others 
had on his time. (hedonistic, Adj.) 

heed verb pay attention to: consider 
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advice and try to do away with your erratic Ways 
(Also N) 

heedless adj. noticing; disregarding 

Usage: He drove on, heedless of the danger Warnings 
placed at the side of the road. 

heinous adj. atrocious; hatefully bad 

Usage: Hitler’s heinous rule can never be Vindicateg 

herbivorous adj. herbs grain-eating person or animal 

Usage: Some herbivorous animals like cow hay, 
compound stomach. 

heresy noun opinion contrary to popular belief. 
opinion contrary to accepted religion 

Usage: Galileo’s assertion that the earth moyeq 
around the sun directly contradicted the religious 
teachings of his day; as a result, he was tried for 
heresy. (heretic, N) | 

hermetic adj. sealed by fusion so as to be airtight 

Usage: After you sterilize the bandages, place them 
in a container and seal it with a hermetic seal to 
protect them for contamination by airbome bacteria. 

hermitage noun home of a hermit | 

Usage: In his hermitage, on a remote desolate piece 
of land, he lived isolated. 

heteredox adj. unorthodox; unconventional 

iJsage: To those who upheld the belief that the earth 
did not move, Galileo’s theory that the earth revalues 
round the sun was disturbingly heterodox. 

heterogeneous adj. dissimilar; mixed 

Usage: This batch is a remarkably heterogeneous. 
It includes students from twenty six different states 

and twenty foreign countries, some the children of 
billionaires, others the offsprings of welfare 
families. (heterogeneity, N) 

heyday noun time of greatest success; prime 

Usage: In their heydays, the colonial masters did all 
they could to promote their own languag¢é in the 
colonies. | 

hiatus noun gap; interruption in duratio 
continuity; pause 

Usage: During the summer hiatus, many stud 
go for summer jobs so that they can add to! 
pocket money. : 


n oF 


ents 
heif 






syernal adj. of or pertaining to winter, Wintry 
hi! : - , 
sage: Bears prepare for their long hibernal Sleep 


,jpernate verb spend the winter in a dormant state 
i 5 
xr to sleep throughout the winter 


sage: Bears are one of the many species of animals 
hat hibernate. (hibernation, N) 


hierarchy noun arrangement by rank or standing: 
authoritarian body divided into ranks 


Usage: He has to climb a long social ladder before 
he reaches to the top in the hierarchy. 


hilarity noun boisterous mirth 


Usage: This hilarity of the situation gave them peels 
of laughter. (hilarious, Adj.) 


hindrance noun block: obstacle 


Usage: Corruption has been the basic hindrance in 
the process of national growth for several years. 
(hinder, V) 


histrionic adj. of or having the nature of, acting or 
actors; theatrical 
Usage: He was proud of his histrionic ability and 
wanted to play the role of Hamlet. (histrionics, N) 
hoard verb stockpile; accumulate for future use 
Usage: He has hoarded up quintals of paddy in his 
godown, but won’t sell them at this stage, he is 
waiting for a shortage when he can sell them at a 
higher price. (Also N) 
hoary adj. white with age 
Usage: The man was hoary and wrinkled when he 
Was seventy. 
hoax noun trick; practical joke 
Usage: Embarrassed by the hoax, he chose to stand 
up and move out of the room. (Also V) | 
hodgepodge noun jumble; mixture of ill-suited 
elements 
Usage: The reviewer roundly condemned the play 
as a hodgepodge of random and purposeless 
encounters carried out by a cast lacking any 
uniformity of accent or style. 
holster noun pistol case 


(hibernal ~ imbibe) 
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Usage: Even when he was not in uniform, he carried 
a holster and pistol under his arm, 

homage noun honor; tribute 


Usage: The mass had gathered to pay homage to the 
great leader, 


homogeneous adj. of the same kind 


Usage: Because the student body at Little Angels 
was SO homogeneous, Deepa and Rakesh decided 
to send their daughter to a school that offered greater 
cultural diversity. (homogenize, V) 

hone verb sharpen 


Usage: To make shaving easier, he honed his razor 
with great care. (Also N) 







Note : ‘Hone’ as verb, could also mean ‘to yearn, 
long, grumble or moan’ 


Usage: Throughout her childhood days, she honed 
to become an actor. 


hoodwink verb deceive; delude 

Usage: Having been hoodwinked once by crafty 
salesman, he was extremely cautious when he went 
to purchase a motorbike on installments. 

horde noun crowd 


Usage: Hordes of firemen rushed inside the house 
on fire as soon as the big iron gate was brought 
down. 

horticultural adj. pertaining to cultivation of gardens 

Usage: He has been skimming through the books on 
horticulture to decorate the garden of his new 
house. 

host noun great number; person entertaining guests; 
animal or plant from which a parasite gets its 
nourishment 

Usage: You must attend to a host of details if you 
wish to succeed as a host of a formal dinner party. 


Or, Leeches are parasites that cling to their hest’s 
skin, 


hostility noun unfriendliness; hatred 


Usage: Robin’s hostility towards all the newcomers 
in the class made him a disagreeable person. 
hovel noun shack; small, wretched house 
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| age such a 
t wonder how he managed to lead such | 


Usage? 3 : 
in that frove? of a house. 


problenial ic ile 
about; wait nearby 


hover ver? Ang 
helicopter hovered above the 


save: The police 
aecident. 

hue noun colour, aspect 

Usage: The aviary contained birds of every possible 
hue. 

hulking adj, massive: bulky; great in size 

Usage: Despite his hulking build, the heavyweight 
boxing champion was surprisingly light on his feet. 
(hulk, N) 

humane adj. marked by kindness or consideration 

Usage: His campaign for the benefit of the tsunami 
victims was indeed a Aiumane act, 

humdrum adj, dull; monotonous 

Usage: After his years of adventure, he could not 
settie down to a Aumdrum existence. 

humid adj. damp 

Usage: She could not stand the Aumid climate and 
moved to a drier area. 

humility noun humbleness of spirit 

Usage: He spoke with a humility and lack of pride 
that impressed his listeners. 

hurtle yerb crash; rush 

Usage: The runaway train kurtled towards disaster. 

husband verb use sparingly; conserve; save 

Usage: Marathon runhers must Ausband their energy 
so that they can keep going for the entire distance. 


hybrid noun mongrel; mixed breed 


Usage: The hybrid variety of rose that he had . 


planted in his garden added beauty to the garden. 
(Also Adj.) 

hydrophobia noun rabies; fear of water 

Usage: A dog that bites a human being must be 
observed for symptoms of hydrophobia. 

hyperbole noun exaggeration; over-statement 

Usage: I know that he is a slow runner and that his 
claim that he could run at the speed of 12 meters 
per second is a hyperbole. 

hypercritical adj. excessively exactin 2 

Usage: You are hypercritical in your demands for 
perfection; we all make mistakes, 


hypochondriac noun person unduly worried about 
his health; worried without cause about illness 


Usage: The doctor prescribed chocolate pulls for his 
patient who was a hypochondriac. 


hypocritical adj, pretending to be virtuous: deceiving 


7 ee ee | ——— ane 
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Usave: Believing, Ravi to be interested only jy her 
own advancement, Viru resented his hypocritieg) 
POsINy as a philanthropist, (hypocrisy, N) 

hypothetical adj, based on ASSUINPLIONS oy 


hypotheses; supposed 


should be the topper of her batch, (hypothesis, Nj 


ichthyology noun study of fish 
. t) = ‘ ; s y . , 
Usage: His deep insight into ichthyology wenta long 


way into making of his documentary on life under 


water. 
icon noun religious Image, 
icons on the walls of the cave were 


idol 


Usage: The 
painted in the 13th century. 

iconoclastic adj, attacking cherished traditions 

Usage: Deeply iconoclastic, Samuel Beckett 
deliberately set out to shock conventional theater- 
goers with his absurdist plays. 

ideology. noun system of ideas of a group 

Usage: For people who had grown up believing in 
the communist ideology, it was hard to adjust to 
capitalism. 

idiom noun expression whose meaning as a whole 
differs form the meanings of its individual words; 
distinctive style 

Usage: The phrase ‘to lose one’s marbles’ is an 
idiom; if I say that Jobey has lost his marbles, ’'m 
not asking you to find some for him, I’m telling 
you idiomatically that he’s crazy. 

idiosynerasy noun the temperament or mental 
constitution peculiar to a person or group; individual 
trait, usually odd in nature; eccentricity 

Usage: One of Rakesh’s little idiosyncrasies was his 
liking for the sound of rain drops falling on dry 
leaves. (idiosyncratic, Adj.) 

idolatry noun worship of idols; excessive admiration 

Usage: Such idolatry of singers for country music is 
typical of the excessive enthusiasm of youth. 

ignite verb kindle: light; arouse the feelings of; excite 

Usage: When Divya crooned, “Baby, light my fire,” 
literal-minded Rama looked around for some paper 
to ignite. (ignitable, Adj.) | 

ignoble adj. of lowly origin; unworthy 

Usage: This plan is inspired by ignoble motives and 
I must therefore, oppose it. 

ignominy noun deep disgrace; shame or dishonout 

Usage: To lose the Chess match to an amateur! How 
could Neha stand the ignominy of this defeat? 
(ignominious, Adj.) 
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ajicit adj. illegal; not allowed by law, prohibited: 
snouthorized 

ysage: The defense attorney maintained that his 
sjient had never performed any illicit action. 

limitable adj. mnfinite without limits or bounds: 
smmeasurable 

Usage: Man, having explored the far corners of the 
earth. iS NOW reaching out into illimitable space. 
(ilimitability, illimitableness, N) 

illuminate verb brighten; clear up or make 
understandable: enlighten 

Usage: Just as a lamp can dhuminate a dark room. a 
relevant comment can Wuminate a knotty problem. 
ilusion noun misleading vision 


Usage: It is easy to create an optical iusion in which 





lines of equal length appear different. 

illusory adj, deceptive: not real 

Usage: Unfortunately, the costs of running the 
lemonade stand were so high that Daya’s profit 
proved illusory, 

imbalance noun lack of balance or symmetry; 
disproportion 

Usage: To correct racial tmbalance in the schools, 
school boards have bussed black children into white 
neighbourhoods and white children into black one's. 

imbibe verb drink in (esp. alcoholic liquor); to 
absorb, inhale, take into the mind and keep (as ideas, 
principles etc.) 

Lisage: The dry soil imbibed the rain quickly. 
(imbiber, N) 
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imumaentate ad, spotlensy Hawloss; absolutely clean 
Disaees Deeksha and diva were wondertul tenants 
and fel the aparinent tan tamacnulate condition 
when they moved out, 

inmmientaads, likely to happen without delay (said 
of danger evil, misfortune) acarachands impending 
Usayes Kahin Was such a last-minute worker (hat he 
could never slick writing a paper CE the deadline 
Was danirent, 

tnmobiltty eur state of betny immovable 

Pyare: Modern armies cannot afford the luxury of 
mamobiltty, as they are vulnerable to attack while 
standing sal, 

imine cdf. resistant to, free or exempt from: 
protected apatost something disapreeable or harmful 

Usave: Fortunately, Fatima had contracted chicken 
pox us a child and was daamare to it when her baby 
broke oul i spots, 

humutable adj, unchangeable 

Usage: All things change over time, nothing is 
immutable, Ginunutabilily, immutableness, N) 

impair verd injure; hurt 

Usave: Drinking aleohol can farpair your ability to 
drive safely; if you're going to drink, don’t drive. 

impale ver? pierce through with or fix on, something 
pointed; punish or torture by fixing on a stake 

Usage: He was impaled by the spear hurled by his 
adversary, 

impalpable adj. imperceptible, intangible 

Usage: The ash ts so fine that it is impalpable to the 
touch but it can be seen as a fine layer covering the 
window ledge. 

impart verb reveal or tell; grant 

Usage: Polly begged grandma to impart her recipe, 
but her grandmother wouldn’t say a word. 

impartial adj. not biased: fair 

Usage: Knowing she could not be impartial about 
her own child, Radha refused to judge any match in 
Which Jigi was competing. 

impassable adj. not able to be traveled or cros 
Usage: A giant redwood had fallen across the 


highway, blocking all the lanes; the road was 
unpassable. 


sed 
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impasse noun predicament from which there jg no 
escape: deadlock 

Uvayes In this impasse, they were bound to Underg, 
all the suffering they underwent, 

impassive adj. without fecling; imperturbable: Stoical 
Usage: Refusing to let the enemy see how deeply 
shaken he was by his capture, the captive kept his 
luce fmpassive, 

impeach verb charge with crime in office; indict 

Ulyagre: His impeachment was followed by his Jogg 
of office. 

impeccable adj. faultless; without defect or error 

Usage: The uncrowned queen of the fashion industry, 
Diya was acclaimed for her impeccable taste, 

impecunious adj, without money; penniless 

Usage: Though Shakoor claimed he was too 
impecunious to help his mate, he easily could have 
afforded to be charitable. 

nupede perb hinder; block; delay 

Uae? A series of misfortunes impeded his growth 
as a journalist, 

impediment noun hindrance; stumbling-block 

Usage: She had a speech impediment that prevented 
her speaking clearly. 

unpel perb drive or force onward 

Usage: A strong feeling of urgency would have 
impelled her if she ventured to finish the assignment 
right then. 

impenetrable adj. not able to be pierced or entered; 
beyond understanding 

Usage: How could the murderer have got into the 
locked room? To Mr. Sharma, the mystery WS 
impenetrable, but the detective agency soon found 
a clue. 

impending adj. nearing; approaching . 

Usage: His apprehensions concernin g his impending 
death were always evident in Keats’ odes. 

impenitent adj, not repentant 

Usage: We could see from his obstinacy that he - 
impenitent. (Also N) 

imperative adj. absolutely necessary; critically 
important 

Usage: It is imperative that you be extreme) 
agreeable to your aunt when she comes to | 








ap wise OF 
het t 
“agave Iso r . 
» ceptible adj, unnoticeable; undetectable 
ty & , 
sah m Fortunately, the stain on the shirt was 
ce ceprible after the shirt had gone through the 
ype’ : 
wash: a 1 
rial adj. like an emperor: related to an empire 
ittt = i bg * 5 
gage The British, in 1600 AD, had come to India 
: she guise of traders, but with latent imperial 
» the § 


she might be offended by vour 


jesigns. 
imperious ad). domineering; haughty 
rage: Jane rather liked a man to be masterful. but 
vir. Rochester seemed so bent on getting his own 
way that he was actually imperious! 
impermeable adj. impervious: not permitting 
passage through its substance 
Usage: This new material is rapermeable to liquids. 
impertinent adj. insolent: rude 
Usage: His neighbour's impertinent curiosity about 
his lack of dates angered Tuhin. it was downright 
tude of them to ask him such personal questions. 
imperturbable adj. calm; placid; composed 


Usage: In the midst of the confrontation, Lipi 
remained imperturbable and in full command of 
the situation despite the hysteria and panic all 
around her. (imperturbability, N) 

impervious adj. impenetrable: incapable of being 
damaged or distressed 

Usage: The carpet salesmen told Salma that his most 
expensive brand of floor covering was warranted 
\0 be impervious to ordinary wear and tear. 

Or, Having read so many negative reviews of his 
acting, the movie star had learned to ignore them, 
and was now impervious to criticism. 

impetuous adj. violent; hasty; rash 
Usage: “An eye for an eye!” cried the impetuous 
young men. 
impetus noun incentive: stimulus; moving force 
Usage: In the flow of impetus, Ruchika spoke lot 
many things that she otherwise would have refrained 
from. 
impiety noun irreverence; lack of respect for God 
Usage: The impiety of the young man made him 

Speak against the religious rituals for which he was 
teprimanded by the priests. 

impinge verb infringe; touch; collide with . 

Usage: How could they be married without 
impinging on one another’s freedom? | 

impious adj. lacking reverence for God; lacking 
respect or dutifulness as towards ones parents; 
reverent 

Usage: The congregation was offended by her 
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wmupious remarks. 


tmplacable adj. incapable of being pacified 
Usage: An implacable Ankit 

What the others were saying 
implausible adj. unlikely; unbelievable 


Usage: Though her alibi seemed implausible, it in 
fact turned out to be true. 


implement verb put into effect; 


a refused to listen to 
to calm her down, 


| Supply with tools 

Usage: The mayor was unwilling to implement the 
plan until she was sure it h 
backing. (Also N) 

implicate verb incriminate; show to be involved 

Usage: Here’s the deal — if you agree to take the 
Witness stand and implicate your partners in crime, 
the prosecution will recommend that the judge go 
easy in sentencing you. 

implication noun something hinted at or suggested 

Usage: When Miss Singh said she hadn’t seen her 
purse since the last time Jai was in the house, the 
implication was that she suspected Jai had taken it. 
(imply, V) 

implicit adj. understood but not stated 

Usage: Jitendra never told Pratibha he adored her: 
he believed his love was implicit in his actions. 

implore verb to ask or beg earnestly for; beseech ,to 
ask or beg (a person) to do something; entreat 

Usage: He implored her to give him a second chance. 

imply verb suggest a meaning not expressed; signify 

Usage: When Aunt Maya said, “My! That’s a big 
piece of pie, young man!” was she implying that 
Bobby was being a glutton in helping himself to 
such a huge piece? 

importunate adj. urging; demanding; troubles some; 
annoying; refusing to be denied: annoyingly urgent 


ad the governor’s 


' or persistent 


Usage: He tried to keep out of the sight of his 
importunate creditors until his allowance arrived. 

importune verb beg persistently 

Usage: Dharmesh and Roshan importuned the local 
money lender for loan so frequently that he decided 
to give nothing to either of them. 

impostor oun someone who assumes a false identity 


Usage: The Detective agency exposed the doctor as 
an impostor. 


impotent adj. weak; ineffective 
Usage: Although he wished to break the nicotine 


habit, he found himself impotent in resisting the 
urge for a cigarette. 


impoverished adj. poor; deprived 
Usage: The loss of their farm left the family 
impoverished and without hope. (impoverish, V; 


impoverishment, N) 
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impregnable (tid. invulnerable 


i iyitid thie development of tl 
the fort was 


Pear: ie’ aeroplane fs il 
ni 1itary Wetpurn, considered 
impregnable, | | 

Ampromyple ails without previous preparition, oll 

watt on the spur of the moment 

ex were ammzed (hat she could make 


‘d presentation i an 


the 4 
[-swiere: The jody 
eueh a thorough, well-support 
bapromptt speceh, 

IMpPrapriehy LEW UNPrOperness, unsuitability 

Uxaues Becnuse of the impropriety of the young 

man's casual attire, the manapement refused to admit 
him to the hotel's very formal dining room, 

improvident aij, thriltless; failing to provide for the 
futures lacking foresight or thrift 

saves He was constantly being warned to mend his 
imprevident ways and begin to ‘save for a rainy 
diy.” Gamprovidenee, N) 

improvise per’ compose on the spur of the moment, 
extemporize 

t'sages He would stay back in the nets and improvise 
for hours on his cricketing shots. 

imprudent adj. lacking caution, injudicious 

Usave: It is imprudent (o exercise vigorously and 
become overheated when you are unwell. 

impudence noun impertinence; insolence 

(save: He was reprimanded for his impudence when 
he broke into the manager’s chamber without an 
appointment. 

impugn verb dispute or contradict (often in an 
insulting way); challenge, gainsay 

Usave: Our treasurer was furious when the finance 
committee’s report impugned the accuracy of his 
financial records, 

impunity noun freedom from punishment or harm 

Usage: A 40-kilo weakling can’t attack a beachfront 
bully with impunity. The poor, puny guy is sure to 
get mashed. 

inadvertently adv, unintentionally; by oversight; 
carelessly 

Usage: Judy’s great fear was that she might 
inadvertently omit a question on the exam and miss 
mark in her whole answer sheet. 

inalienable adj, not to be taken away; nontransferable 

Usage: The declaration of independence mentions 
the inalienable rights that all of us possess. 

inane adj, silly; senseless 

Usage: There’s no point in what you are saying. Why 
are you bothering to make such inane remarks? 

inanimate adj, lifeless; not endowed with life; dull: 
spiritless 

Usage: She was asked to identify the still and 
inanimate body. 
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imurticulute adj, speechless; producing indistings 


specch 
Hsave: He became inarticulate with rage and uttereg 

sounds without meaning. 
inmugurate ver start, initiate; install in office 
The airways company decided to inaugurate 


E/sape: 
te to the Par East with a special reduceg 


its new rol a 
fare offer. Gnaugaral, Adj.) 


incandescent ad). strikingly bright; shining with 


intense heat 

Uvave: If you leave on an incandescent light bulb, 
it quickly grows too hot to touch. 

mentation noun singing Or chanting of magic spells: 
magical formula 

Usage: Uttering incantations to make the brew more 
potent, the witch doctor stirred the liquid in the 
caldron. 

incapacitate verb make someone or something 
disable; make unable or unfit, esp. to make incapable 
of normal activity 

Usage: During the winter, many people were 
incapacitated by respiratory ailments. 

incareerate verb imprison; shup up; confine 

Usage: The civil rights workers were willing to be 
arrested and even incarcerated if by their 
imprisonment they could serve the cause. 
(incarceration, incarcerator, N) 

incarnation noun act of assuming a human body and 
human nature | 

Usage: Krishna is supposed to be an incarnation of 
Lord Vishnu. 

incendiary noun arsonist; having to do with the 
willful destruction of property by fire; willfully 
stirring upstrife, riot, rebellion, etc. 

Usage: The fire spread in such an unusual manner 
that the fire department chiefs were certain that it 
had been set by an incendiary. (Also Adj.) 

incense verb enrage; infuriate 

Usage: Cruelty to defenseless animals incensed 
animal rights activist. The very idea brought tears 
of anger to her eyes. (incensement, N) 

incentive noun spur; motive 

Usage: Mike’s strong desire to outshine his elder 
sister was all the incentive he needed to do well in 
school. 

inception noun start; beginning 

Usage: She was involved with the project from its 
inception. 

incessant adj. uninterrupted; unceasing 

Usage: One who strives for incessant self- 
improvement is sure to succeed in all his 
endeavours. 





chante adj. recenly begun; rudimentary: 
| x vipweyer or . 
ementiry’ not yet clearly or completely formed or 
anized; pending (cases as in law) 


ary 
ous It was only an mehoate Jump of mud before 
Nisha moulded it into a beautiful shape. 

ineidenee NOUN rate of occurrence: particular 
occurrence : 
sage: Health professionals expressed great concern 
over the high incidence of infant mortality in major 
urban areas, 

incidental adj. not essential; minor 


Usage: The scholarship covered his major expenses 
at college and some of his incidental expenses as 
well. 

incipient adj. beginning; in an early stage 

Usage: 1 will go to sleep early for 1 want to break an 
incipient cold. 

incisive adj. cutting, sharp 

Usage: His incisive remarks made us see the fallacy 
in our plans. 

incite verb arouse to action; goad; motivate; induce 
to exist 
Usage: In a fiery speech, Manilal incited his fellow 
students to go out on strike to protest the university’s 
anti-affirmative action stand. 
inclement adj. stormy; unkind adverse 
Usage: In inclement weather, I like to curl up on the 
sofa with a good book and listen to the storm 
blowing outside. 
incline noun & verb slope; slant 
Usage: The architect recommended that the nursing 
home’s ramp be rebuilt because its incline was 
too steep for wheelchairs. (Also inclination, 

incliner, N) 

inclined adj. tendin 
interested 

Usage: Though | am incline 
witness’s manner inclines me 
(Also V) 

inclusive adj. tending to include all 


Usage: The Maximum Retail Price written on the 
‘ sive of all taxes. 


g or jJeaning toward; bent, 


d to be skeptical, the 
to believe his story. 


wrapper is inclu 


incoherent adj. unintelligible: muddled; illogical 
Usage: The excited fan blushed and stammered, her 


words becoming almost incoherent in the thrill of 


meeting her favourite movie star face to face. 
(incoherence, N) 


incompatible. adj. inharmonious; not going or 
getting along, well-together; in congruous 


Usage: The married couple argued incessantly and 
finally decided to separate because they were 
incompatible. (incompatibility, N) 

incongruous adj. not fitting; absurd; conflicting, 
discordant 


Usage: Pravin saw nothing incongruous about 
wearing sneakers with his creased trousers; he 
couldn’t understand why his friend took one look 
at him and started to laugh. (incongruity, N) 

inconsequential adj. insignificant; unimportant 

Usage: Brushing off Ali’s apologies for having 


broken the pen, Tanu said, “Don’t worry about it, 
its inconsequential.” 


inconsistency noun state of being self-contradictory; 
lack of uniformity or steadiness 


Usage: Lawyers’ work is solely based on his skills 
to check inconsistencies in witnesses’ statements. 
(inconsistent, Adj.) 

incontinent adj. lacking self-restraint; licentious 

Usage: His incontinent behaviour off screen so 
shocked many people that they refused to attend 
the movies in which he appeared. 


incontrovertible adj. indisputable; not open to 
question 


Usage: Unless you find the evidence against my 
client absolutely incontrovertible, you must declare 
him innocent of this charge. 

incorporate verb introduce something into a larger 
whole; combine; unite 

Usage: The incorporation of texts written by women 
writers in the university curriculum has added a new 
dimension to it. (Also Adj.) 


incorporeal adj. lacking a material body; 
insubstantial 
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Usage: Truthfulness, though an incorporedl ae 
is nothing short of an individual in flesh and oad, 
for it makes for a trustworthy human being. 

sneorrigible adj. not correctable; that which cannot 
be corrected. improved, or reformed, esp. because 
firmly established, (as a habit, or because set in bad 
habits) 

Usage: Though Mrs, Bhatia hoped to reform Rahul, 
Miss Dhawan called him incorrigible and said he 
would come to no good end. 

‘ncredulous adj. withholding belief; skeptical 

Usage: When Tinu claimed he hadn't eaten the jelly 
doughnut, Ritika tock an incredulous look at his 
smeared face and laughed. (incredulity, N) 

increment noun increase 

Usage: The new contract calls for a 10 per cent 
increment in salary for each employee for the next 
two years. (incremental, Adj.) 

incriminate verb accuse; to charge with a crime, 
involve in or make appear guilty of a crime or fault 

Usage: The evidence gathered against the racketeers 
incriminates some high public officials as well. 
(incrimination, N) 

incrustation noun hard coating or crust 

Usage: In dry dock, we scraped off the incrustation 
of dirt and barnacles that covered the hull of the 
ship. 

incubate verb hatch; scheme; to cause to develop or 
take form, as by thought or planning 

Usage: In as much as our supply of electricity is cut 
off, we shall have to rely on the hens to incubate 
these eggs. 

inculcate verb teach; instill 
Usage: In an effort to inculcate religious devotion, 
the officials ordered that the school day begin with 
the singing of a hymn. 
incumbent adj. obligatory; currently holding an 
office 

Usage: It is incumbent upon all elected officials to 
keep accurate records of expenses incurred in office. 
(Also N) 
incur verb bring upon oneself 
Usage: His parents refused to pay any future debts 
he might incur. 
incursion noun temporary invasion 
Usage: The cross-border incursions of our 


neighbouring country tried our patience to the point 
where we decided to retaliate in force. 


indefatigable adj. tireless; not yielding to fatigue 
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Usage: Although the effort of taking out the garbage 
tired Wasim out for the entire morning, when it came 
to partying, he was indefatigable. 

indelible adj. not able to be erased 

Usage: The indelible ink left a permanent mark on 
my shirt. 

indentation noun notch; deep recess 

Usage: You can tell one tree from another by 
examining their leaves and noting the differences 
in the indentations along the edges of the leaves, 
(indent, V) 

indenture verb bind as servant Or apprentice to 
master 

Usage: Many immigrants had indentured themselves 
for several years when they arrived here. (Also N) 


indeterminate adj. uncertain; not clearly fixed; 


indefinite 

Usage: That interest rates shall rise, appears certain; 
when they will do so, however, remains 
indeterminate. 

indicative adj. suggestive; implying 

Usage: A lack of appetite may be indicative of a 
major mental or physical disorder. 

indices noun signs; indications 

Usage: Many believe that good communication skills 
and body language are the best indices in the game 
of success. (index, N) 

indict verb charge with the commission of a crime, 
esp. to make a formal accusation against someone 
on the basis of positive legal evidence 

/sage: The woman had been accusing the rogue of 
theft but the policemen were reluctant to indict him 
of the crime. (indictment, N) 


indifferent adj. unmoved or unconcerned by; 
mediocre 

Usage: Because Ila felt no desire to marry, she was 
indifferent to Danish’s constant proposals. 

indigenous adj. native; existing, growing, OF 
produced naturally in a region or country belonging 
(to) as a native 

Usage: Cigarettes are made of tobacco, a plant 
indigenous to the New World. 

indigent adj. poor; destitute 

Usage: Someone who is truly indigent can’t even 
afford to buy a loaf of bread. (Don’t mix up indigent 
and indigenous. See previous sentence.) 

indignation noun anger at an injustice 


Usage: He felt indignation at the ill-treatment of 
helpless animals. 












” 

dient 

W. Although he seemed to accept cheerfully the 
nities heaped upon him, he was inwardly very 


noun offensive or insulting treatment 


hy ie 
nlf 
angty ee eer ee 

aiscretion. youn lack of tactfulness or sound 
if 2 

inden 

cath? Terrified that the least indiscretion could 
[ Sf" 7 eo tian wien ae : ae 

,; apardize his political career, the novice politician 
ai uttered an unguarded word. (indiscreet, Adj.) 
| ’ . 
«discriminate adj. choosing at random; confused 
pages She disapproved of her son’s indiscriminate 
iclevision viewing and decided to restrict him to 
educational programmes. 
indisputable adj. too certain to be disputed 


usage: In the face of these indisputable statements, 
| withdraw my complaint. 


indissaluble adj. permanent 

Usage: The indissoluble bonds of marriage are all 
too often being dissolved. 

indoctrinate verb instruct in a doctrine or ideology 
Usage: Indoctrinated with the Maoist ideology, he 
began to adopt violent methods to achieve his goal. 


indolent adj. lazy; causing little or no pain; slow to 


heal; inactive or slowly developing (as in medical 
sense) 


Usage: In his indolent life, zest to achieve something 
was completely lacking. (indolence, N) 


Or, He has been suffering for long because of his 
indolent ulcer. 


indomitable adj. unconquerable; unyielding 

Usage: Focusing on her game, despite all he personal 
problems, tennis champion Steffi Graf proved she 
had an indomitable will to win. 

indubitable adj. unable to be doubted; unquestionable 
Usage: He is an indubitable contender for the player 
of the year award. 

induce verb persuade; bring about 

Usage: After the Quarrel, Tina said nothing could 
induce her to talk to Ronit again. (inducement, N) 

indulgent adj. humoring; yielding; lenient 

Usage: Vijay’s mom was excessively indulgent; she 
bought him every video game in the market. She 
indulged Vijay so much that she almost spoiled him. 

industrious adj. diligent; hard-working 

Usage: Look busy when the boss walks by your desk; 

a never hurts to appear industrious. (industry, N) 

Nebriated adj, habitually intoxicated; drunk 

Usage: Rajiv was inebriated more often than he was 
Sober. Because of his inebriety, he was discharged 
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from his job 
ineffab}e 
speech 
Usage: Such ineffable joy must be 

Cannot be described. 
ineffectual: 
Usage: 


as bus driver. (inebriety, N) 


adj, unutterable; cannot be expressed in 


experienced: it 


adj. not effective: weak 


| Because the candidate failed to get across 
his message to the 


public, his campaign was 
tneffectual. = 


inefficacious adj. not effective; unable to produce a 
desired result 

Usage: All Lalita’s coaxing and urging were 
inefficacious, Kaif stil] refused to join her and Saif 
for dinner. (inefficacy, N) 

inept adj. lacking skill; unsuited: incompetent 

Usage: The inept glove-maker was all thumbs. 

inequity noun unfairness; lack of justice 

Usage: In demanding equal pay for equal work, 


women protest the basic inequity of a system that 
gives greater financial rewards to men. 


inert adj. inactive; lacking power to move 

Usage: “Get up you lazybone's.” She cried to her 
husband, who lay in bed inert inertia. 

inevitable adj. unavoidable 

Usage: Though death and taxes are both supposedly 
inevitable, some people avoid paying taxes for 
years. 

inexorable adj. relentless; unyielding; implacable 

Usage: After listening to the pleas for clemency, the 
judge was inexorable and gave the convicted man 
the maximum punishment allowed by law. 

infallible adj. unerring ; not liable to fail, go wrong, 
make a mistake, etc.; dependable; reliable 

Usage: We must remember that none of us 1S 
infallible, we all make mistakes. (Also N) 

infamous adj. notoriously bad 

Usage: Charles Manson and Jeffrey Dahmer are both 
infamous killers. 

infantile adj. childish | 

Usage: When will he outgrow such infantile 
behaviour? 

infer verb deduce; conclude 

Usage; From the students glazed looks; it was easy 
for me to infer that they were bored and out of their 
minds. (inference, N) 

infernal adj. pertaining to hell, devilish 

Usage: Batman was baffled he could think of no way 
to hinder the Joker's infernal scheme to destroy 
the city. 
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aibbdpeneieeieeieeenni nnn EEE EansEnnnnSnnnnnSnEEE ee 


infide] mower unbeliever, who does not believe in a 
partoculas : religion: a person whe holds no religious 


neliet 
(isege: The Saracens made war against the wifidels. 


Note > The Saracens were the member of any of 
the Ag wediig _— or Syria und ‘ ine re arby 


! 
| 


regions, The mame, Saracens could also mean any 


Areh or any ain esp. at the time of rhe 
Crusades. 





infiltrate werbh pass inte or through: penetrate (an 
Qranizabon) sacalily 
t'seee: In onder to be able ta petal enemy lines 
& night without being seen. the scouts darkened 
3 and wore bhick cr coveralls, a eeane N) 
infinitesimal adj, very small 


i. 


Pte am. * 7 : ina ie ~ ~ 
(sae? Ip the Dwenticth CeNIC. PHVSICIS(s made their 


STeMest Gisooevemes about the characteristics of 
TRIES objects like the atom and its narts. 


infirmity mown weakness 
Usage: Her greatest infirmity was lack of willpower. 


inflated ack exeezerated: pompous: enlareed (with 


= arse 
mr Os =e 
BT ate - = 5 ec wy ~ => Se ; - ; .F ” 
i fage: His claims about the new product were 


ia flsted: it did not werk as well as he had promised. 


influx ages flowing into: inflow, as of a liquid, gas, 
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etc. a continual coming in of persons or things 

Usage: The influx of refugees into the country has 
taxed the relief agencies severely. 

informal adj. not according to prescribed or fixeg 
customs, rules, ceremonies, etc. ; casual, easy 
unceremonious, or relaxed ; designed for use oy 
wear on everyday occasions; absence of ceremony 

Usage: The English teacher preferred informa 
discussions to prepared lectures. 

infraction moun violation (of a rule or regulation): 
breach 

L’sege: When Dennis Rodman butted heads with that 
referee. he committed a clear infraction of ABA 
rules. 

infuriate verb enrage: make angry 

( sage: Her big brother’s teasing always infuriated 
Margaret; no matter how hard she tied to keep her 
temper, he always got her goat. 

infusion noun act of introducing or instilling a 
quality: liquid solution 

C sage: The rookie quarterback brought an infusion 
of new life and vigor to the tired team. (infuse, V} 

ingenious adj. clever: resourceful 

(sage: Kim admired the ingenious way that her 
computer keyboard opened up to reveal the built-in 
CD-ROM below. (ingenuity, N) 


a : 


que noun an artless girl, an actres 
woe 


me 






| 8 who plays 
ach parts . 

sett e: Although she was forty, she SUI! insisted that 
he he cast as an Mgénue and reused lO play more 
ature roles. . 

qgenuous adj. Naive and trug 

mnsophisticated 

ysage? The woodsmen had not realized how 
ingenuous Little Red Riding Hood was until he 
peard that she had gone off for a walk in the woods 
with the Big Bad Wolf. 

ingrained adj. deeply established; lirmly rooted 
sage: Try as they would, the missionaries were 
unable to uproot the ingrained superstitions of the 
natives. 

ingrate noun ungrateful person 

Usage: That ingrate Raman sneered at the tie | g 
him. (Also Adj.) 

ingratiate verb become popular with 

Usage: He tried to ingratiate himself into her parents’ 
good graces. 

inherent adj. firmly established by nature or habit 
Usage: Teesta’s inherent love of Justice caused her 


lo champion anyone she considered treated unfairly 
by society. 


ling: young: 


ave 


inhibit verb restrain; retard or prevent 

Usage: Only two things inhibited him from taking a 
punch at Mike Tyson; Tyson’s left hook, and Tyson’s 
tight jab, 


Or, The protective undercoating on my car inhibits 
he formation of rust. 

‘nitnical adj, unfriendly; hostile; harmful: detrimental 

Usage: Pye always been friendly to Neha. Why is 
She $0 inimical to me? | 

“imitable adj. matchless; not able to be imitated 
oe We admire Mahasweta Devi for her 
nilable use of language; hers is one of a kind. 

ne adj. wicked: immoral; unrighteous 

~e Whether Or not king Richard III was 

onsible for the murder of the two young 


th ca a 
_ (ess in the Tower, it was an iniquitous deed. 
iquity, N) 


mee 
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\ingénue — invigorate) 


ots le ae MME eto —_ 
Ss 
Ss _ nee 
eet el = 





in ; 8 i ‘edi: ini ‘ 
ate verb begin; OMPINAC, receive into a proup 


{/ ?* Tye a ; 
Sage? The college jg about to initiate 


| : a propramme 
reducing maths 


ANXIely amony Students, 
Myurious adj, harm(y| 
Osapes Smoking ci Parettes 


“On be tnjurious to your 
health, 


inkling: nowy hint 
idea or notion 

Usage: This came fs 
did not have the 


, wn indirect SUpPESON; a vague 


a complete surprise to me as | 
slightest inkling of your plans, 


Innate adj. inborn: existing naturally rather than 


acquired 

Usage: Mozart’s parents soon recognized young 
Wolfgang’s innate talent for music, 

innocuous adj, harmless; not controversial, offensive 
or stimulating; dull & uninspiring 

Usdge: An occasional glass of wine with dinner is 
relatively innocuous and should have no ill effect 
On you. . 


innovation noun change; introduction of something 
new 

Usage: Although Rajat liked to keep up with all the 
latest technological innovations, he didn’t always 
abandon tried and true techniques in favour of 
something new. (innoyate, V) 

innovative adj. novel; introducing a change 

Usage: The establishment of the computer data base 
has enabled us to come up with some innovative 
tactics for doing well in our studies. 

innuendo noun hint; insinuation; an indirect remark, 
gesture, or reference (usually implying something 
derogatory) 

Usage: I can defend myself against direct 
accusations; innuendos and oblique attacks on my 
character. 

inopportune adj. untimely; poorly chosen | 

Usage: A rock concert is an inopportune setting for 
a quiet conversation. | 

inordinate adj. unrestrained; excessive 

Usage: She had an inordinate fondness for candy, 
eating two or three boxes in a single day. 
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Inquisitor noun questioner (especially harsh), 
investigator 

Usage: Fearing being grilled ruthlessly by the secret 
police Masha faced her inguisiftors with trepidation. 
(anxiety and apprehension) 

insalubrious adj. unwholesome, not healthful 

The mosquito-ridden swamp was an 


SaLE s 

"aiolaa place. A breeding ground for malarial 
contagion. 

insatiable adj. not easily satisfied; unquenchable: 
sreedy 


Usage: Prakash's appetite for oysters was insatiable: 
he could easily eat four dozen at a single sitting, 
inscrutable adj. impenetrable: not readily 
understood: mysterious 

Usage: Experienced poker players try to keep their 
expression inscrutable, their reactions to the cards 
are concealed behind a so-called ‘poker face.’ 

insensible adj. unconscious; unresponsive 

U'sage: Lata and J are very different; at times when I 
would be covered with embarrassment, she seems 
insensible to shame. 

insidious adj. treacherous; stealth; sly 

Usage: The fifth column (any group of people who 
aid the enemy from within their own country ) is 
insidious because it works secretly within our 
territory for our defeat. 

insightful adj. discerning; perceptive 

Usage: Professor Tanwar thought he was very 
insightful about human behaviour, but he was 
actually clueless as to why people acted the way 
they did. 

insinuate verb hint; imply; creep in 

Usage: When you said J looked robust, did you mean 
to insinuate that I’m getting fat? 

insipid adj. lacking in flavor; dull 

Usage: I just don’t like the insipid way some people 
drag on their lives. 

insolence oun impudent disrespect; haughtiness 

Usage: How dare you treat me so rudely! The 
manager will hear of your insolence. (insolent, Ad 1.) 

insolvent adj. bankrupt; unable to repay one’s debts 

Usage: Although young Jatin was insolvent. He had 
no fear of being thrown into debtors’ prison, for he 
was sure that if his creditors pressed him for 
payment his wealthy parents would repay what he 
owed. (insolvency, N) 

insomnia noun wakefulness: inability to sleep 

Usage: He refused to join us in a midnight cup of 
coffee because he claimed it gave him insomnia. 


instigate verb urge; start; provoke 

Usage: The acquittal of the accused of the high Profile 
Jessica Lal murder case by the court iNnStipateg 
public protests throughout the country, 

insubordination noun disobedience, rebelliousnes, 

Usage: At the slightest hint of insubordination fron, 
the labours, the factory administration took Strict 
steps. 

insubstantial adj. lacking substance, insignificant: 
frail 

Usage: His hopes for a career in acting proved 
insubstantial. no one would cast him, even in ap 
insubstantial role. 

insularity oun narrow-mindedness; isolation 

Usage: The insularity of the islanders manifested 
itself in their suspicion of anything foreign, 
(insular, Adj.) 

insulated adj. set apart; isolated 

Usage: A well-to-do bachelor, Zakir spent his money 
freely, insulated from the cares of his friends, who 
had families to support. 

insuperable adj. insurmountable; unbeatable 

Usage: Though the odds against their survival 
seemed insuperable, the Apollo-13 astronauts 
reached earth safely. 

insurgent adj. rebellious 

Usage: Because the insurgent forces had occupied 
the capital and had gained control of the railway 
lines. Several of the war correspondents covering 
the uprising predicted a rebel victory. (Also N) 

insurmountable adj. overwhelming; unbeatable; 
insuperable 

Usage: Faced by almost insurmountable obstacles, 
the rebels maintained their courage and will to resist. 


insurrection noun rebellion; uprising 
Usage: In retrospect, given how badly the American 


army treated the Iraqis, the eventual insurrection 
seems inevitable. 


intangible adj. not able to be perceived by touch; 
vague 


Usage: Though the financial benefits of his Oxford 


post were meager. Professor Swaminathan was 


drawn to it by its intangible rewards: prestige 
intellectual freedom and the fellowship of his peers. 
integral adj. complete; necessary for completeness 
Usage: Physical education is an integral part of our 
curriculum; a sound mind and a sound body are 
complementary. 
integrate verb make whole; combine; make into one 
unit 
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. The programmeme co-ordinator tried to 
pisase je all their activities into one programme. 
ae ,oun uprightness; wholeness 

tear vincoln, whose personal integrity has in Spired 
ict fought a civil war to maintain the integrity 
are Rep ublic, so that the United States might 
© ail undivided for all time. 

ll noun bigher mental powers 

sate! He thought college would develop his 
intellect. , 

iatelligentsia noun the intelligent and educated 


classes (often used derogatorily) 


usage: She preferred discussions about sports and 
politics to the literary conversations of the 
intelligentsia. 

‘ntemperate adj. immoderate, excessive; extreme 
Usage: In a temper, Jatin refused to tone down his 
intemperate remarks. 

inter verb bury 

Usage: They are going to infer the body tomorrow 
at the nearby Cemetery. 

interim noun meantime 

Usage: The company will not consider our proposal 
until next week; in the interim, let us proceed as 
we have in the past. (Also Adj.) 

interloper noun intruder; unwanted meddler 

Usage: The entrepreneur thought of his competitors 
as interlopers who were stealing away his trade. 

interment noun burial 


Usage: Interment will take place in the church 
cemetery at 2 PM Wednesday. 
interminable adj. endless 


Usage: Although his speech lasted for only twenty 
Minutes it seemed interminable to his bored 
audience, 

intermittent adj. periodic; occuring on and off 
Usage: The outdoor wedding reception had to be 
Moved indoors to avoid the intermittent showers 
that fell on and off throughout the evening. 

interrogate verb question closely, cross-examine 
Usage: Knowing that the army men would 
Nlerrogate him about his background, the secret 
‘gent invented a cover story that would help him 
Meet their questions. 

iNtervene verb come between; come in between as 
“0 influence, as in order to modify, settle or hinder 
‘ame action, argument, etc. 

Usage: When two close friends get into a fight, be 
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Careful if you t 
ful if you try to intervene; they may join forces 
to gang up on you, | 
intimacy noun clos 
yn seness, often affecti . priva 
aRy . Onate; privacy; 
familiarity = 
Usage: In a moment of rare intimacy 
allowed the reporters a glimpse of ‘hi 
feelings about his family. (intimate, A 
Intimate verb hint: suggest 


Usage: Were you infimating that Tulika had bad 


breath when you asked if She'd like a breath mint? 
Note : 


the mayor 
S personal 
dj.) 








7 ‘Intimate’ as an adj.. would mean | 
pertaining to, the inmost character of a thing’ or 
most private, personal or fundamental’ 
Usage : I have long cherished an intimate feelings 
with her. 
intimidate verb frighten 
Usage: I'll learn karate and then those big bullies 
won't be able to intimidate me any more. 
intractable adj. unruly: stubborn; unyielding 
Usage: It is very difficult to deal with such an 
intractable person as he is. 
intransigence noun refusal of any compromise; 
stubbornness 
Usage: The negotiating team had not expected 
such infransigence from the striking workers, . 
who rejected any hint of a compromise. 
(intransigent, Adj.) 
intrepid adj. fearless; daring; bold 
Usage: For her intrepid conduct, nursing the. 
wounded during the war, Florence Nightingale was 
honoured by Queen Victoria. 
intricate adj. complex: knotty; tangled 
Usage: Philip spent many hours designing mazes so 
intricate that none of his class-mates could salve 
them. (intricacy, N) 
intrinsic adj. essential; inherent, built-in 
Usage: Although my grandmother’s china (ceramic 
ware like porcelain) has little intrinsic value, I shall 
always cherish it for the memories it evokes. 
introspective adj. looking within oneself | 
Usage: Though young Francis of Assisi led a wild 
and worldly life, even then he had introspective 
moments during which he examined his soul. 
introvert noun one who is introspective; inclined to 
think more about oneself . 
Usage: In his poetry, the poet reveals that he is an 
introvert by his intense interest in his own problems. 
2QAIso V) 


ewes 
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had signed the document 
invasive adj. tending to spt end ugyptessi vely: itrusive 


Useve: Giving up our war with the invasive 


intrude verb trespass; eater as an uninvited person 
Usage: She hesitated to iirude in our conversanion. 


intuition mourt immediate insight; power of knowing 
blackberry vines that had tiken over fhe back yard, 


without reasonms 
we covered the lawn with concrete, Gavade, V) 


{'sage: Even though Tarun denied that anything was 


wrong. Rekha trusted her mfwinon that something invective noun abuse, to make 4 violent verbal attack: 
was bothering him. (intuitive, Ad).) talk or write bitterly (againss) 
inundate ver overwhelm: flood, submerge Lyage: He had expected criticisin but not the 
Usage: This semester ] am inundated with work; you invective that greeted his proposal, Guveigh, VY) 
should see the piles of paper-work flooding muy desk. inverse adj, apposite 
Or, Until the reat GGia Was Utah, the waters of the t’suget There is an inverse ratio between the strength 
Tinks used to deeemate the river valley ke clockwork =r Hobs and its distance, (Alea N) 
ewery year. : ada 5 el dsp 
invert verh turn upside down of Inside out 


inured adj. accustomed to something difficult, 
painful etc; habituated: haréened by any adverse 
situation 

Usage: Gradually she became inured to the Alaskan 
cold. (imure, V) 

invalidate verp weaken; destroy 


Usuee: When he inverted his body in a handstand. 
he felt the blood rush to his head. 

inveterute adj). deep-rooted; habitual 

Cxyage: Aninveterate smoker, Mr, Gupta cannot seetti 
to break the habit, no matter how hard he tries. 


Usage: The relatives who received little or nothing invigorate verb energize; simulate 
sought to invalidate the will by claming that the = Usage: A quick dip in the pool invigorated Mona, 
deceased had not been in his night mind when she and with renewed energy she got back to work. 
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‘ncible adj. unconquerable 
inv 


[sage | 
iglable adj. secure {rom corruption attack, or 

ny _— 

yjolation; unassailable 


Superman is mvincible, 


yeage: Batman considered his oath to keep the 
people of Gotham City inviolable; nothing on earth 
could make him break this promise, 

invocation noun prayer for help; calling upon as a 
reference Or support 

Usage: The service of Morning Prayer opens in the 
Srinath Temple with an invocation during which 
we ask god to hear our prayers, 

invoke verb call upon, ask for 

Usage: She invoked her advisor’s aid in filling out 
her financial aid forms. 

invulnerable adj. incapable of injury 

Usage: Achilles was invulnerable except in his heel. 
iota noun very small quantity 

Usage: She hadn’t an iota of common sense. 


Note : ‘Iota’ is also name of the ninth letter of 
the Greek alphabet, I or i 


rascible adj. irritable; easily ‘angered 

Usage: Mrs, Gupta’s irascible temper intimidated the 
younger secretary, who feared she’d burst into arage 
al any moment. 

irate adj angry; wrathful; incensed 

Usage: When Nishant’s mother found out he had 

overdrawn his checkin g account for the third month 


ina row. She Was so irate she could scarcely speak 
lo him, (irateness, N) 


re noun anger: Wrath 
Usage: 









“age: The waiter tried unsuccessfully to placate the 
re of the diner who had found a cockroach in her 
~SOUup. (ireful, Adj.) 
Iridescent adj, exhibiting rainbow like colours 
“ge: Children admired the iridescent hues of the 
is that floated on the surface of the water. 
"ksome adj. annoying; tedious 
“ge: He found working on the assembly line 
"Some because of the monotony of the operation 
had to perform. (irk, V) 


ORD Set-27 
(invincible - laggard) 


— 


ironic adj. resulting in 


an unexpected and contrary 
outcome 


Usage: It is ironic that his 
least wanted it. 

irony noun hidden sarcasn 
that seem to mean the o 
convey 

Usage: Gradu 
the excessj 


suCCESS Came when he 


1 OF Satire; use of words 
Pposite of what they actually 


ally his listeners began to realize that 
Ve praise he was lavishing on his 
Opponent was actually irony, he was in fact 
ridiculing the poor fool. 


irrational adj. illogical: lacking reason; insane 

Usage: Many people have such an irrational fear of 
snakes that they panic at the sight of a harmless 
garter snake. 


irreconcilable adj. incompatible; not able to be 
resolved 

Usage: Because the Separated couple was 
irreconcilable, the marriage 
recommended a divorce. 

irrefutable adj. indisputable: incontro-vertible: 
undeniable 

Usage: No matter how hard I tried to find a good 
comeback for her argument, I couldn’t think of one: 
her logic was irrefutable. 

Irrelevant adj. not applicable; unrelated 

Usage: No matter how irrelevant the patient’s 


mumblings may seem, they give us some indications 
of what he has on his mind. 


counselor 


irremediable adj. incurable; uncorrectable 

Usage: The error she made was irremediable: she 
could see no way to repair it. 

irreparable adj. not able to be corrected or repaired 

Usage: Your apology cannot atone for the trreparable 
damage you have done to her reputation. 

irrepressible adj. unable to be restrained or held back 

Usage: My friend Lalita’s curiosity was irrepressible; 
she poked her nose into everybody’s business and 
just laughed when I warned her that curiosity killed 
the cat. 

irreproachable adj. blameless; impaceable 

Usage: Homi’s conduct at the office party was 
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» « , +] 5 4 
even his ever-nagging didn’t have 


about how he behaved. 
ain how to act; weak 
de your decision, don't 


irreproachable, 
anything bad to say 
srresolute ad). uncert 
Once you have ma 
a leader should never appear irresolute. 
le to recover or regain; 


Usage: 
waver, 
‘rretrievable adj. impossib 
irreparable 
Usage: The left fielder tried to retrieve the ball, but 
it flew over the fence, bounced off a wall, and fell 
into the sewer; it was irretrievable. 
“reverence noun lack of proper respect 
Usage: Some audience members were amused by the 
irreverence of the comedian’s jokes about the pope; 
others felt offended by his lack of respect for their 
faith. (irreverent, Adj.) 
‘rrevocable adj. unalterable; irreversible 
Usage: As Surekha dropped the “Dear Amit” letter 
into the mailbox, she suddenly had second thoughts 
and wanted to take it back, but she could not; her 
action was irrevocable. 
itinerant adj. wandering; traveling 
Usage: He was an itinerant peddler and traveled 
through Indore and Gwalior selling his wares. 
(Also N) 
itinerary noun plan of a trip; a detailed outline for a 
proposed journey | 
Usage: Disliking sudden changes in plans when she 
traveled abroad, Poonam refused to make any 
alterations in her itinerary. 
jabber verb chatter rapidly or unintelligibly 
Usage: Why does the fellow insist on jabbering away 
in French when I can’t understand a word he says? 
jaded adj. fatigued; surfeited 
Usage: After prolonged illness I looked for exotic 
foods to stimulate my jaded appetite. 
jargon noun language used by a special group; 
technical terminology; gibberish 
Usage: The computer salesmen at the store used a 
jargon of their own that we simply couldn’t follow; 
we had no idea what they were jabbering about. 
jaundiced adj. prejudiced (envious, hostile or 
resentful); yellowed 
Usage: Because you disliked Rajan; you looked at 
his paintings with a jaundiced eye, calling them 
formless smears. 
se oho tafants afflicted with jaundice look 
. y yellow; they have jaundiced skin. 
jaunt noun trip; short journey 
Usage: When he came to India last time he took a 
quick jaunt to Jaipur City. 
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juunty adj, lighthearted; animated; easy and carefree 

Usage: 1 simply adore his jaunty style that infuses 
life in everything around. 

jeopardize verb endanger, imperil; put at risk 

Usage: You can’t give me so less marks in verbg] 
ability; you’ IJ jeopardize my chances of getting into 
IIMs. (jeopardy, N) 

jettison verb, throw overboard; to discard 
(something) as useless or a burden 

Usage: In order to enable the ship to ride safely 
through the storm, the captain had to jettison much 
of his cargo. 

jingoist noun extremely aggressive and militant 
patriot; warlike chauvinist 

Usage: Always bellowing “Mera Bharat Mahan!,” 
the politician was such a jingotst that no 
one anymore believed in what he promised. 
(jingoism, N) 

jocose adj. given to joking 

Usage: The salesman was so jocose that many of his 
customers suggested that he become a ‘stand-up’ 
comic. 

jocular adj. said or done in jest 

Usage: Although Vikas knew the boss hated jokes, 
he couldn’t resist making that jocular remark. 

jellity noun gaiety; cheerfulness 

Usage: The festive Navratra dinner was a merry one, 
and old and young alike joined in the general jollity. 

jostle verb shove; bump 

Usage: In the subway he was jostled by the crowds. 

jovial adj. good-natured; merry 

Usage: A frown seemed out of place on his invariably 
jovial face. 

jubilation noun rejoicing 

Usage: There was great jubilation when the armistice 
was announced. (jubilant, Adj.) 


Note : An ‘armistice’ is a temporary stopping of 
warfare by mutual agreement, as a truce 
preliminary to the signing of a peace treaty. 





judicious adj. sound in judgment; wise 

Usage: At a key moment in his life, he made a 
judicious investment that was the foundation of his 
later wealth. 

juncture noun crisis; joining point 

Usage: At this critical juncture, let us think car efully 
before determining the course we shall follow. 

junta noun group of men joined in political intrigu® 
cabal, normally gives derogatory sense 








ie 


. As soon as he learned of its existence, the 
gS" | 2X { 3 > 
"cat ordered the execution of all of the members 


f law 
: eyee noun science of I: 
jur 


age: He was more a student of jurisprudence than 
, practitioner of the law. | 

ystification Noun good or just reason; defense: 

excuse | | 

usage: The jury found him guilty of the more scrious 

charge because they could see no possible 

justification for his actions. 


kaleidoscope noun tube in which patterns made by 
the reflection in mirrors of coloured pieces of glass, 
etc. produce interesting symmetrical effects 

Usage: People found a new source of entertainment 
while peering through the kaleidoscope: they found 
the ever-changing patterns fascinating. 

kernel oun central or vital part; whole seed (as of 
corm) 

Usage: “Buried within his mask of lies there is a 
kernel of truth: when I find it, the mystery will be 
solved,” said the detective. 

killjoy moun grouch; spoilsport 

Usage: At breakfast we had all been enjoying our 
aloo pararitha until that killjoy Navid started talking 
about how fats were for our health. 

kindle verb start a fire; inspire 

Usage: One of the first things Somesh learned in the 
Boy Scouts was how to kindle a fire by rubbing 
two dry sticks together, 

Or, Her teacher’s praise for her poetry kindled a spark 
of hope inside Maya. 

kindred adj. related; belonging to the same family 

Usage: Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn are two kindred 
Spirits created by eminent novelist, Mark Twain. 
(Also N) 

kinetic adj producing motion 

Usage: Designers of the electric automobile found 
that their greatest obstacle lies in the development 
of light and efficient storage batteries, the source 
of the kinetic energy needed to propel the vehicle. 

“eptomaniac noun person who has a compulsive 

SITE 10 steal | 

“sages They discovered that the wealthy customer 
“& a kleptomaniac when they caught her stealing 
‘ome Cheap trinkets. | 


ave “un untrustworthy person; rogue; scoundrel 

Ss rs “4% - ” aoe ~. 

ab Any politician nicknamed Tricky Duck 
“arly has the reputation of a knave. (knavery, N) 


th Vikas, + ’ 
t berb contract into wrinkles; grow together + 
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Usage: Whenever Rajiy Worries, his brow knits in a 
frown, When he broke his lep, he sat Around the 
house all day waiting for the bone’s to knit. 

Knoll noun little round hill 


Usage: Robert Louis Stevenson's grave is ona knoll 
In Samoa; to re; 


i" ach the grave site, you must climb 
up 7 and walk a short distance along a marked 
path, 


knotty adj, intricate; difficult; tangled 

Usage: What scemed a knotty problem to me, lo my 
father, it was simplicity itself, 

kudos noun honour: glory; praise 

Usage: The singer com placently received kudos from 
his entourage on his performance. 

labourious adj. demanding much work or care; 
tedious 

Usage: In putting together his dictionary of the 
English language, Doctor Johnson undertook a 
labourious task. 

labyrinth noun a structure containing an intricate 
network of winding passages that is hard to follow 
without losing one's way; maze: a complicated, 
perplexing arrangement, course of affairs, etc. 

Usage: Mona and Juhi soon lost themselves in the 
labyrinth of secret underground caves. 
(labyrinthine, Adj.) 

laceration noun torn, ragged wound 

Usage: The stock car driver needed stitches to close 
up the lacerations he received in the car crash. 
(lacerate, V) 

lachrymose adj, producing tears 

Usage: His voice has a lachrymose quality, more 
appropriate to a’funeral than a class reunion. 

lackadaisical adj. lacking purpose or zest: 
halfhearted; languid 

Usage: Because Ronit had his mind more on his love 
life than on his finances, he did a very lackadaisical 
job of managing his money. 

lackluster adj. dull; lacking energy or vitality; 
boring; unimaginative 

Usage: We were disappointed by his lackluster 
performance, 

laconic adj. brief, terse and to the point in speech or 
expressions; using few words 

Usage: Many of the characters portrayed by Amitabh 
Bachchan in the 70s are laconic types; strong men 
of few words. 

laggard adj. slow; sluggish 

Usage: The sailor had been taught not to be laggard 
in carrying out orders. (lag, N & V) 
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lament verD grieve; Express sorrow 

sage: Even advocates of the war lamented the loss 
of so many Jives in combat. (lamentation, N) 

lampoon verb attack or ridicule by means of lampoon 

Uvave: This article lampoons the pretensions of some 
movie actors. (Also N) 


Note: 


usually used for rediculinge sameone. Also 
‘lampoorery’ 


languid adj. weary; sluggish; listless 
Ulsage: Her husband’s sicge of illness left her danguid 
and pallid. 
languish verb lose animation; or strength 
Usage; His prolonged illness left him completely 
languished, 
languor noun lassitude; depression 
Usage: His friends tried to overcome the languor into 
which he had fallen by taking him to parties and to 
the theater, 
lap verb take in food or drink with one’s tongue; splash 
gently 
Usage: The waves softly lapped against the pier. 
larceny noun theft 
Usage: A charge of being involved in larceny 
ruined his otherwise bright career. (larcenist, N; 
larcenous, Adj.) 
iarder noun pantry; place where food is kept 
Usage: The first thing Rohan did on returning home 
from school was to check what snacks his mother 
had in the larder. 
largess noun generous gift; nobility of spirit 
Usage: On the fourth death anniversary of her husband 
Mrs. Sharma distributed fargess to the poor orphans. 
lassitude noun languor; weariness 
Usage: After a massage and a long soak in the hot 
tub. I gave into my growing lassitude and lay down 
for a nap. 
latent adj. potential but undeveloped; dormant; hidden 
Usage: Polaroid pictures are popular at parties, 
because you can see the latent photographic image 
gradually appear before your eyes. 
lateral adj. coming from the side 





tsape: In order to pet good plant growth, the gardener 
must pinch off all lateral shoots. 

latitude nome freedom from narrow limitations 

Usape: 1 think you have permitted your son too much 
latitude in this matter, 

laud verb & noun praise 

Usage: The Management lauded Raunak’s efforts in 
capacity of a sales executive to boost the sale of their 
newly launched products, (laudable, laudatory, Adj.) 

lavish adj. liberal; wasteful 

Usage: Her fiancé’s lavish gifts pleased her. (Also V) 

lax adj. carcless; slack; of a loose texture; not rigid or 
strict 

Usage: We dislike restaurants where the service is lax 
and inattentive. 

leaven verb cause to rise or grow lighter; enliven 

Usage; As bread dough is leavened, it puffs up, 
expanding in volume. 

lechery noun Justfulness; impurity, in thought and 
deed 

Usage: In his youth he led a life of lechery and 
debauchery; he did not mend his ways until middle 
age. (lecherous, Adj.) 

leery adj. suspicious; cautious 

Usage: Don’t eat the sushi at this restaurant; I’m little 
leery about how fresh the raw fish is. 


Note: ‘Sushi’ is a Japanese dish consisting of small 
cakes of cold cooked rice flavored with vinegar, 
typically garnished with strips of raw or cooked 
fish, cooked egg, vegetables, etc. 







legacy noun money or property left to someone by 4 
will; bequest; anything handed down from, or as 
from, an ancestor; a gift made by a will 

Usage: Soon he came to realize that his dissatisfied 
father is not going to leave any legacy behind him. 

legend noun explanatory list of symbols on a map 

Usage: The legend end at the bottom of the map made 
it clear which symbols stood for rest areas along the 
highway and which stood for public camp sites. 

legerdemain noun sleight , skill or dexterity of hand 

Usage: The magician demonstrated his renowned 
legerdemain. 


243, 


_ noun mildness; permissiveness 
considering the gravity of the offense, we were 
sage d by the leniency of the sentence, 

rise 

31 adi deadly; fatal 

ett I is unwise to leave lethal weapons where 

i jren may ACCESS them. (lethality, N) 

egic adj. drowsy, dull 

“ The stuffy room made her lethargic, she felt 
r she was about to nod off. 

pritate verb float in the air (especially by magical 
means) . | 

renge: AS the magician passed his hands over the 
secumbent body of his assistant, she appeared to rise 
and levitate about three feet above the table. 

jevity noun lack of seriousness; lightness 

Usage: Stop giggling and wriggling around; such 
levity is improper in the court. 

levy verb impose (a fine); collect (a payment) 

Usage: Crying “No taxation without representation”, 
the Indian freedom fighters demonstrated against 
England’s power to levy taxes. 

lewd adj. lustful; showing; or intended to excite sexual 
desire, esp. in an offensive way; lascivious: 
unleamed; unprincipled or a vicious person 

Usage: They found his lewd stories objectionable. 

lexicographer noun compiler of a dictionary 

Usage: The new dictionary is the work of many 
lexicographers who spent years compiling and 
editing the work. 
lexicon noun dictionary, esp. of an ancient language; 


the special vocabulary of a particular author, field of 
Study, etc. 


ye 


<I 
jeth 


Usage: I cannot find this word in any lexicon in the 
library. 

liability noun drawback; debts 

Usage: Her lack of an extensive vocabulary was a 
liability that she was eventually able to overcome. 

liaison noun contact keeping parts of an organization 
in communication; go-between; secret love affair 

Usage: As the liaison between the American and 
British forces during World War II, the colonel had 
tO ease tensions between the leaders of the two 
armies, 


Or, Romeo's romantic liaison with Juliet ended in 
lragedy. 

libel noun defamatory statement; act of writing 
something that smears a person’s character 


sage: The court gave verdict that the publication ' 


house had to pay hefty amount for their /ibel. 
rater noun one who sets free 


‘tage: Simon Bolivar, who led the South American 
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Colonies in their rehelt 
on their rebellion against Spanish rule, jg 
| Nas the preay liberator. (liberate V) | 
| . 4 
hbretto noun lext of an opera 
Usape: T , 
Be: The composer Of an opera’s music is 
remembered more ‘of it 


{r * a a | 
libretta. “quently than the author of its 


licentious adj. 
unrestrained 
Usage: 


amoral: Jewd and lascivious: 
Unscrupulously seducin 
business clients, Mr. 

the immorality of his 
lilliputi 


2 his secretary to the 
Chopra felt no qualms about 
licentious behaviour. 
an adj, extremely small narrow-r 
Usage: Tiny and delicate, t 
lilliputian scale, (A\go N) 
limber adj. flexible 
Usage: Hours of ballet cla 
limber. 


ninded: petty 
he model was built on a 


sses kept him supple and 


limerick noun humorous short verse 

Usage: It’s a fun reading limerick. 

limpid adj. perfectly clear: transparent; not turbid 

Usage: A limpid stream ran through his property, 
(limpidity, limpidness, N) 

linchpin noun something that holds or links various 
parts together 

Usage: The linchpin in the infamous murder mystery 
was a photograph showing the defendant shakin 
hands with the hired killer. | 

lineage noun descent; ancestry 

Usage: He traced his lineage back to Maharana 
Pratap’s days. 

linger verb loiter or dawdle; continue or persist 

Usage: Hoping to see his girlfriend pass by, Saket 
lingered outside the college gate. 

Or, Smell of the rotten potatoes lingered around the 
house for days. 

linguistic adj. pertaining to language 

Usage: The modern tourist will encounter very little 
linguistic difficulty as English has become an almost 
universal language. 

liniment noun ointment; lotion; salve 

Usage: The coach carefully applied the liniment to 
the player’s bruise. 

lionize verb treat as a celebrity 

Usage: The film actors enjoy being lionized and 
adored by their fans. 

liquidate verb settle accounts, clear up | | 

Usage: He was able to liquidate all his debts in a 
short period of time. 

list verb tilt to one side (as a ship); lean over 

Dike: This flagpole lists to one side. (Also N) 
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‘Note : The verb ‘list’, apart from ‘tilt’ can give as 
many varied meanings as : 
(a) to edge with or arrange in, stripes or bands; 
(b) to set forth (a series of names, items etc. )in 
-' order; 
(c) toenter (a name, item, etc) ina list, directory, 
catalogue etc.; 
(d) to plow (ground) or plant (corn) with a lister; 
(e) to trim a strip of wood, from the edge of (a 
. board); 
(f) to admit (a stock, option etc. esp. in finance 
. sector) for trading on an exchange; 
(g) to be pleasing to; suit; 
(h) to wish, like, choose; 
(i) — to listen (to) 
listless adj. lacking in spirit or energy 
Usage: We had expected him to be full of enthusiasm 
and were surprised by his /istless attitude. 
litany noun a repetitive recitation, supplicatory prayer 
Usage: On this solemn day of Mahashivratri, the 
congregation responded to the prayers during the 
litany with fervour and intensity. 
lithe adj. flexible; supple 
Usage: Her figure was lithe and willowy. 
litigation noun lawsuit 
Usage: Try to settle this amicably. I do not want to 
become involved in litigation. (litigant, N) 
livid adj. lead-coloured; black and blue; enraged 
Usage: His face was so livid with rage that we were 
afraid that he might have an attack of apoplexy. 
loath adj. reluctant; disinclined 
Usage: All of us were loath on his leaving his studies 
and going back to his native place. 
loathe verb detest 
Usage: Booing and hissing, the audience showed how 
much they loathed the wicked villain. 
lofty adj. very high; elevated; noble; sublime 





Usage: Though Namrata’s fellow Students used 4, 
tease her about her lofty ambitions. She rose to hojg 
one of the highest positions in the university, 

log noun record of a voyage or flight; record of day to 
day activities 

Usage: To see how much work I’ve accomplisheg 
recently, just take a look at the number of new fj - 
listed on my computer log. 

loiter verb hang around; linger 

Usage: The policeman told them not to loiter in the 
alley. 

loll verb to lean or lounge about in a relaxed or lazy 
manner; to let droop or hang loosely | 

Usage: They lolled around in their chairs watching 
television. 

longevity noun long life 

Usage: When he reached ninety, grandfather was 
proud of his longevity. 

ioom verb appear or take shape (usually in an enlarged 
of distorted form) 

Usage: The shadow of the gallows loomed 
threateningly above the small boy. 

lope verb gallop slowly 

Usage: As the horses loped along, we had an 
opportunity to admire the ever-changing scenery. 

loquacious adj. talkative 

Usage: Time spent in the company of a loquacious 
person like you is always pleasant to recall. 
(loquacity, N) 

lout noun a clumsy, stupid fellow; to treat with 
contempt; flout 

Usage: That awkward lout dropped my priceless vase 
(Also V) 

low verb moo 


Usage: From the hilltop, they could see the herd like 


ants in the distance; they could barely hear the cattle 
low. 


va Pe 









(lucid — 






maul) 


— 


wcid adj. easily understood; clear; intelligible 
sage: Prakash makes an excellent teacher, his 
explanation of technical points are Iucid enough for 
4 child to grasp. 

erative adj. profitable producing wealth; 
remunerative 

Usage: It’s always advised by the career counsellors 
to turn one’s hobby into a lucrative profession. 

ludicrous adj. laughable, trifling 

Usage: Let us be serious; this is not a ludicrous issue. 
lugubrious adj. very sad or mournful, esp. in a way 
that seems exaggerated or ridiculous 


Usage: The lugubrious howling of the dogs added 
to our sadness. 


lull noun moment of calm 


Usage: Not wanting to get wet, they waited under 


the awning for a Jul in the rain. 

lull verb soothe; cause one to relax one’s guard; 
subside 

Usage: The mother’s gentle song Julled the child to 
sleep. Mohan tried to come up with plausible story 
to ull his mother’s suspicions, but she didn’t believe 
a word he said. 

lumber verb move heavily or clumsily 

Usage: Still somewhat torpid after its long 
hibernation, the bear lumbered throughout the 
woods. 

luminary noun celebrity; dignitary 

Usage: A leading light of the Indian stage, 
Naseeruddin Shah is a theatrical Juminary. 

luminous adj. shining; issuing light 

Usage: The sun is a luminous body. 

lummox noun big, clumsy, often stupid person 
Usage: Because he was highly overweight and looked 
ungainly, Asit Sen often was cast as a slow-witted 
lummox in the mid sixties and early seventies hindi 
MOvies, 

lunar adj. pertaining to the moon 
Sage: Lunar craters can be plainly seen with the 
aid of a small telescope. 
| n e verb quick forward dive or reach; thrust 


Usage: The wide receiver 


the football. 


Or, With his Sword, the 
adversary. 


lunged forward to grab 


demon lunged at his 


lurid adj. wild: sensational; graphic; gruesome 

Usage: Do the lurid cover stories in the Line Vogne 
actually attract people to buy that trashy tabloid? 

lurk verb Stealthily lie in Waiting; 
unperceived 


Usage: Who knows what evil lurks in the hearts of 
men? | 


slink; exist 


iuiscicus adj. pleasing to taste or smell 
i/sage: The ripe peach was luscious. 
iuster noun shine; gloss 
Usage; The soft luster of the silk in the dim light 
was pleasing. 
lustrous adj. shining 
Usage: Her large and lustrous eyes lent a touch of 
beauty to an otherwise plain face. 
luxuriant adj. abundant; rich and splendid; fertile 
Usage: The new ad girl was completely covered by 
‘her luxuriant hair. 
machinations noun evil schemes or plots 
Usage: Fortunately, he saw through the wily 
machinations of the rival company and saved his 
business enterprise from destruction. 
madrigal noun pastoral song 
Usage: His programme of folk songs included several 
madrigals which he sang to the accompaniment of 
a lute. 
maelstrom noun whirlpool 
Usage: His canoe was tossed about in the maelstrom. 
magnanimous adj. generous; great-hearted 
Usage: Reena was too magnanimous to resent her 
father’s unkindness to her; instead, she generously 
forgave him. (magnanimity, N) | , 
noun person of prominence or influence 
: r the acquisition of Arcelor, the 
ples based steel giant, Laxmi Niwas Mittal 
was seen surrounded by the great steel and coal 
2 himgnates who had set their mark in the domain. 


magnate 
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magnitude moun greatness, extent 

Usage: It is difficult to comprehend the magnitude 
of his crime. 

maim verb mutilate; injure 

Usage: The hospital could not take care of all who 
had been wounded or maimed in the train accident. 


maladroit adj. clumsy; bungling 
Usage: How maladroit it was of him to mention 
seeing his girlfriend out partying with someone else 


last night. 


malady noun illness 


Usage: A mysterious malady swept the country, 
filling doctor’s offices with feverish, purple-spotted 
patients. 

malaise noun uneasiness; vague feeling of ill health 

Usage: Feeling slightly queasy before going on stage, 
Namita realized that this touch of malaise was 
merely stage fright. 

malapropism noun comic misuse of a word 

Usage: When Mrs. Malaprop accuses Lydia of being 
“as headstrong as an allegory on the banks of the 
Nile”, she got confused between “allegory” and 
“alligator” in a typical malapropism. 

malcontent noun person dissatisfied with existing 
state of affairs 

Usage: One of the few malcontents in Congress, he 
constantly voiced his objections to the presidential 
programme. (Also Adj.) 

malediction noun curse; evil talk about someone; 
slander 

Usage: When the magic mirror revealed that 
Snow White was still alive, the wicked queen cried 
out in rage and uttered dreadful maledictions. 
(maledict, Adj & V) 

malefactor noun evildoer; criminal 

Usage: He is accused to be the real malefactor of 
this entire episode. 

malevolent adj. wishing evil 

Usage: Iago is a malevolent villager who takes 
pleasure in ruining Othello. 

malfeasance noun wrongdoing or misconduct, esp. 
by a public official 


_Usage: The authorities did not discover the campaign 


manager’s malfeasance until after he had spent most 
_of the money he had embezzled. (malfeasant, Adj.) 
malicious adj. hateful; spiteful | 
Usage: Jealous of Cinderella’s beauty, her malicious 
step-sisters expressed their spite by forcing her to 


| do menial tasks. (malice, N) 


malign verb speak evil of; bad-mouth; defame 

Usage: Putting her hands over her ears, Rosa refused 
to listen to Rehman malign her friend Fatima, . 

malignant adj. injurious, tending to cause death; 
aggressively malevolent 

Usage: Though many tumors are being treated 
successfully, some are malignant, growing out of 
control and endangering the life of the patient. 

malingerer noun one who feigns illness to escape 
duty 

Usage: The captain ordered the sergeant to punish 
all malingerers and force them to. work. 
(malinger, V) 

malleable adj. capable of being shaped by pounding: 
impressionable 

Usage: Gold is a malleable metal. 

Or, Oliver was a malleable lad, easily to be shaped 
into a veteran pickpocket. 

malodorous adj. foul-smelling 

Usage: The compost heap was most malodorous in 
summer. 

mammal noun a vertebrate animal whose female 
suckles its young ones 

Usage: Many people regard the whale as a fish and 
do not realize that it is a mammal. | 

mammoth adj. gigantic; enormous; huge in size or 
importance 

Usage: To try to memorize every word on this 
dictionary would be a mammoth undertaking; take 
on projects that are more manageable in size. 

mandate noun order; charge 

Usage: In his inaugural address, the president stated 
that he had a mandate from the people to seek an 
end to social evils such as poverty. (Also V) 

mandatory adj. obligatory 

Usage: These instructions are mandatory; any 
violation will be severely punished. | 

maniacal adj. raging mad, insane 

Usage: Though Mr. Mehta had locked his mad wife 
in the attic, he could still hear her maniacal laughter 
echoing throughout the house. 

manifest adj. evident; visible; obvious 

Usage: Dinesh’s embarrassment when he met his Ex- 
wife , Radhika was manifest; His ears turned bright 
pink, he kept scuffing one shoe in the dirt, and he 
couldn't look her in the eye. 

manifesto noun declaration statement of policy 

Usage: The Communist Manifesto by Marx 


7 Rroclaimed the principles of modern communism. 
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te verb operate with one’s hands; contro} 


qnipula , 
" ae upon (people, forces, etc.) artfully 


reage: Saif understood how to manipulate the 
moppets; his wife understands how to manipulate 
men (and publicity). 

mannered adj. affected; not natural 

visage: Attempting to copy the style of his wealthy 
neighbours, Sushil adopted a mannered artificial 
way of speech. 

marital adj, pertaining to marriage 

sage: After the publication of his book on marital 


affairs, he was often consulted by married people 
on the verge of divorce. 


l 


maritime adj. bordering on the sea: nautical 

Usage: The maritime provinces depend on the sea 
for their wealth. 

marked adj. noticeable or pronounced, targeted for 
vengeance 

Usage: As British ambassador, he knew he was a 
marked man, for he knew the Irish Republican 
Army wanted him dead. 


marquee noun canopy above an entrance, under 
which one can take shelter; roof like shelter above 
a theater entrance 

Usage: On stormy days, the hotel doorman keeps 
dry by standing directly beneath the marquee. 

marred adj. damaged; disfigured 

Usage: She had to refinish the marred surface of the 
table. (mar, V) 

marshal verb put in order 

Usage: At a debate tournament, extemporaneous 
speakers have only a minute or two to marshal their 
thoughts before they address their audience. 

marsupial noun one of a family of mammals that 
Nurse their offspring in a pouch 


Usage: The most common marsupial in Australia 1s 
the kangaroo, 


Martial adj. warlike 

Usage: The sound of martial music inspired the 
Young cadet with dreams of military glory. 
"artinet noun strict disciplinarian 

Usage: No talking at meals! No mingling with the 


servants! Miss Shing Was a ma 


that the schoolgirls in her 
regulation to the letter. 


martyr noun one who voly 
his or her country, 


rtinet who insisted 
charge observe each 


ntarily suffers death for 

religion or cause: great sufferer 

Usage: By burning her at the Stake, the English made 
Joan of Arc a martyr for her faith. 

Or, Mother played the martyr 
cleaning the house while the rest 
off to the beach. 


masochist 


by staying home 
of the family went 


noun person who enjoys his own pain 

Usage: I have never seen a masochist as he is. 

material adj. made of physical matter; unspiritual; 
important 

Usage: Reporters nicknamed Madonna the material 
Girl because, despite her name, she seemed wholly 
uninterested in spiritual values. 

inaterialism noun pre-occupation with physical 
comforts and things 

Usage: By its nature, materialism is opposed to 
idealism, for where the materialist emphasizes the 
needs of the body the idealist emphasizes the needs 
of the soul, 

maternal adj. motherly; huge in size or importance 

Usage: Because of her maternal instincts, ‘Screen 
Mother’, Nirupa Roy was offered so many roles of 
affectionate mother in the films of 70s. 

matriarch noun woman who rules a family or larger 
social group 

Usage: The matriarch ruled her gypsy tribe with a 
firm hand. 

matriculate verb enroll (in college or graduate 
school) 

Usage: Incoming students formally matriculate at 
our college in a special ceremony during which they 
sign the official register of students. 

maudlin adj. effusively sentimental , 

Usage: Audiences are bored with a 
maudlin performance in almost all her recen 
movies. 


rb handle roughly a | 
crags rock star was mauled by his over-excited 


fans. 
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maverick noun rebel; nonconformist 

Usage: To the masculine literary establishment, 
Nadira with her insistence on wearing trousers and 
smoking cigars was clearly a maverick who fought 
her proper womanly role. 

mawkish adj. mushy and Bushy; icky-sticky; 
sentimental; maudlin 

Usage: Whenever Poonam and her boyfriend would 
sigh and get all lovey-dovey, their classmates would 
tease them saying, “Yuck!” protesting their mawkish 
behaviour. 

maxim noun proverb; a truth pithily stated 

Usage: Aesop’s fables illustrate moral maxims. 


meager adj. scanty; inadequate 
Usage: Still-hungry after her meager serving of 
porridge, Sweta asked for a second helping. 
meander verb wind or turn in its course 
Usage: Needing to stay close to a source of water, 
he followed every twist and turn of the stream as it 
meandered through the countryside. 
meddlesome adj. interfering 
Usage: He felt his marriage was suffering because 
of his meddlesome mother-in-law. 
mediate verb settle a dispute through the services of 
an outsider 
Usage: The nurse was asked to mediate a dispute 
between two women, each of whom claimed to be 
the mother of the same child. | 
mediocre adj. ordinary; commonplace 
Usage: We were disappointed because he gave a 
rather mediocre performance in this role. 
meditation noun reflection; thought, 
Usage: She reached her decision only after much 
meditation. 
medley noun mixture 
Usage: To avoid boring dancers by playing any one 
tune for too long, bands may combine three or four 
tunes into a medley. 
meek adj. quiet and obedient; spiritless 
Usage: Mr. Banwari never expected his meek 
daughter would dare to defy him by eloping with 
her long time boyfriend. 


melancholy adj. gloomy; morose; blue 

Usage: To Raghava, stuck in his small town, a train 
whistle was a melancholy sound for it made him 
think of all the places he would never get to see, 

mellifluous adj. sweetly or smoothly flowing. 


melodious 
Usage: Italian is a mellifluous language, especially 


suited to being sung. 

membrane noun thin soft sheet of animal or 
vegetable tissue 

Usage: Each individual section of an orange is 
covered with a thin transparent membrane. 
(membranous, Adj.) 

mentento noun token; reminder 

Usage: Take this decoration piece as a memento of 
your visit. 

menagerie noun collection of wild animals 

Usage: Whenever the children in our neighbouring 
house runs wild around the house, their mom shouts, 
“Calm down! I’m not running a menagerie!” 

mendacious adj. lying; habitually dishonest _ 

Usage: Distrusting Hitesh from the start, Mrs. Naidu 
assumed he was mendacious and refused to believe 
a word he said. 

mendicant noun & adj. beggar; of or characteristic 
of a beggar 

Usage: Playing the mendicant in the Inter School 
Drama Competition, Suresh dressed himself 
accordingly. 

menial adj. suitable for servants; lowly; mean 

Usage: Her wicked step-mother forced Cinderella 
to do menial tasks around the house while her ug!¥ 
step-sisters lolled around painting their toenails. 

mentor noun a wise teacher; or coach; a loyal advisot 

Usage: During this very trying period, I could 1°! 
have had a better mentor, for the teacher W4S 
sympathetic and understanding. 

mercenary adj. interested in money or gain 

Usage: Mr. Joshi’s every act was prompted by 
mercenary motives; his first question was always 
“What's in it for me?” 


AK 





= 


i 


ercurl 
a quicksilver to change 


He was mercurial in nature and therefore 


Isage 
ie unreliable. 


certainly ee 
mergel youn combination (of two business 
sorporations) 

riage: When the firm’s president married the 
girector of financial planning, the office joke was 
hat it wasn't a marriage, it was a merger. 


mesmerize verb hypnotize; spellbind 


Usage: Asa fiction writer she has the power of words 
to mesmerize her readers. 


metallurgical adj. pertaining to the art of removing 
metals from ores 

Usage: During the course of his metallurgical 
research, the scientist developed a steel alloy of 
tremendous strength. 


metamorphosis noun change of form; major 
transformation 

Usage: The metamorphosis of caterpillar to butterfly 
is typical of many such changes in animal life. 
(metamorphose, V) 

metaphor noun implied comparison 

Usage: “He soared like an eagle” is an example of a 
simile; “He is an eagle in flight,” a metaphor. 

metaphysical adj. very abstract; abstruse, or subtle; 
often a derogatory usage pertaining to speculative 
philosophy; beyond the physical or material; 
incorporeal, supernatural, or transcendental 

Usage: The modern poets have gone back to the 
fanciful poems of the metaphysical poets of the 
seventeenth century for many of their images. 
(metaphysics, N) 

methodical adj. systematic 

Usage: An accountant must be methodical and 
maintain order amon g his financial records. 

meticulous adj. excessively careful; painstaking; 
scrupulous 

Usage: Mrs. Mehta was a meticulous housekeeper, 
fussing about each and every detail that went into 
making up her perfect home. 

Metropolis noun large city 

Usage; Every evening the Metro rails are filled with 
thousands of commuters going from Delhi 
Metropolis to their homes in the suburbs. 

mettle noun courage; spirit 

Usage: When challenged by the other horse in the 
tace, the thoroughbred proved its mettle by 1ts 
determination to hold the lead. 
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al adj. capricious; changing; fickle, quick 


N, . . 

: on fs Horoughbred’ is any of a breed of light 
: ¢ eveloped by crossing Arabian and Turk; h 

Stallions with En ord 


glish mares: it j caret 
for racing. 's bred primarily 





miasma noun swamp gas: 
atmosphere, often emanating fro 
pervasive corrupting influence 


heavy, vaporous 
m decaying matter; 


Usage: The smog hung over Industrial areas of 
Kanpur like a dark cloud; noisome reeking of decay, 
it 1s a visible miasma there. 

microcosm noun small world; the world in miniature 

Usage; The small village community that Jane Austen 
depicts serves as a microcosm of English society 
in her time, for in this small world we see all the 
social classes meeting and mingling. 

migrant adj. changing its habitat; wandering 

Usage: These migrant birds return every spring. 
(Also N) 

migratory adj. wandering; roving 

Usage: The return of the migratory birds to the 
northern sections of this country is a harbinger of 
spring. (migrate, V) 

milieu moun environment; means of expression 

Usage: Surrounded by smooth preppies and arty 
bohemians in a metro city like Delhi, the country 
boy from Motihari, Bihar, felt out of his milieu. 

Or, Although he has written excellent short stories 
and essays, his proper milieu is poetry. 

militant adj. combative; bellicose 

Usage: Although at this time he was advocating a 
policy of neutrality. One could usually find him 
adopting a more militant attitude. (Also N) 

mimicry noun imitation 

Usage: Her gift for mimicry was so great that her 
friends said that she should be in the theater. 

mincing adj. affectedly dainty | 

Usage: The dancer walked across the stage with 
mincing steps. 

minuscule adj. extremely small . 

Usage: Why should J involve myself oa a project 
with so minuscule a chance for success? 

adj. extremely small 


The twins resembled 
ifferences set them apart. 


minute 
Usage: 
only minute d | 
minutiae noun petty details | 
Usage: She would have liked to 1 
of daily living. | 
mpage noun unreal reflecio 


one another closely; 


gnore the minutiae 


n; optical illusion 
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Usage: The lost prospector was fooled by a mirage 
in the desert. 

mire verb entangle; stick in swampy ground 

Usage: The rear wheels of their car became mired in 
mud. (Also N) 

mirth noun merriment; laughter 

Usage: We all like his capability to keep mirth even 
in the rather stressful work environment. 

misanthrope noun one who hates mankind 

Usage: In Gulliver’s Travels, Swift portrays an image 
of humanity as vile, degraded beasts; for this reason, 
various critics consider him a misanthrope. 

misapprehension noun error; misunderstanding 

Usage: “To avoid misapprehension, I am going to 
ask all of you to repeat the instructions I have 

_ given”, said the teacher. 
miscellany noun mixture of writings on various 
subjects 

Usage: This work of art is an interesting miscellany 
of nineteenth century prose and poetry. 

mischance noun ill luck ~ 

Usage: By mischance, he lost his one month hard 
earned salary. 

misconception noun mistaken idea 

Usage: “Sir, you are suffering from a misconception, 
I do not wish to marry you in the least’, said the 
young girl to the elderly suitor. 
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misconstrue verb interpret incorrectly; Misjudge 

Usage: She took the passage seriously rather than 
humorously because she misconstrued the author’, 
ironic tone. 

misdemeanour noun minor crime 

Usage: The culprit pleaded guilty to a misdemeanoyy 
rather than face trial for a felony. 

miserly adj. stingy; mean 

Usage: Transformed by his vision on Christmas Eve, 
mean old Uncle Tom ceased being miserly ang 
became a generous, kind old man. 

misgivings noun doubts 

Usage: Come out of your misgivings, only then you 
understand the nuance of this project. 

mishap noun an unlucky or unfortunate accident 

Usage: With a little care you could have avoided this 
mishap. 

misnomer noun wrong name; incorrect designation 

Usage: His tyrannical conduct proved to all that his 
nickname, Inspector Saxena, the Just, was a 
misnomer. 

misrepresent verb give a false or incorrect 
impression, often deliberately; serve unsatisfactorily 
as a representative 

Usage: In his job application, Naresh misrepresented 
his academic background; he was fired when his 
employers discovered the truth. 









.cile noun object to be thrown or projected 
ge: After carefully folding his book report into a 


['s 
paper 
classroom. 

missive verb a letter or written message 

sage: The employee received a missive from the 
magament. 

mite noun very small object or creature; small coin 
Usage: Gnats are annoying mutes that sting. 

mitigate verb appease, moderate 

Usage: Nothing John did could mitigate his 
girlfriend’s anger; she refused to forgive him for 
betraying her. 

mnemonic adj. pertaining to memory 


aeroplane, Raju threw the missile across the 


Usage: He used mnemonic tricks to master new 
words. 

mobile adj. movable; not fixed . 

Usage: The mobile blood bank operated by the Red 
Cross visited our neighbourhood today. 

mock verb ridicule; imitate, often in derision 

Usage: It is unkind to mock anyone; it is stupid to 
mock at anyone significantly bigger than you. 
(mockery, N) . 

mode noun prevailing style; manner; way of doing 
something 

Usage: The rock star had to have her hair done in 
the teethe mode: frizzed, with occasional mussed 
spikes for variety. 
Or, Mukesh plans to adopt a simpler mode of life; 

— heis going to become a mushroom hunter and live 
off the land. 

modicum noun a small amount, limited quantity 

Usage: Although his story is based on a modicum 
of truth, most of the events he describes is fictitious. 
Modulate verb tone down in intensity; regulate; 
change from one key to another 

7 Usage: Always singing at the top of her songs the 

e udding singer never learned to modulate her voice. 

_ Molecule noun the smallest particle (one or mort 


Alors substance... 
Ae eee 7 


Usage: 
ae Pasion ey the properties of substance 
» WE Study how ato 
to form new substances. en 
mollify verb soothe the tempre of; pacify: 


, appease: 
make less intense, s€vere, or violent 


Usage: The airline customer service representative 
tried to mollify the angry passenger by offering her 
a seat in the first class. 

molten adj. melted 


Usage: The city of Pompeii was destroyed by 
volcanic ash rather than by molten lava flowing 
from Mount Vesuvius. 

momentous adj. very important 

Usage: When Marie and Pierre Curie discovered 
radium, they had no idea of the momentous impact 
their discovery would have upon society. 

Inomentwm noun quantity of motion of a moving 
body; impetus 

Usage: The car lost momentum as it tried to ascend 
the steep hill. 

monarchy noun government under a single ruler 

Usage: Though England today is a monarchy, there 
is some question whether it will be one in twenty 
years, given the present discontent at the prospect 
of Prince Charles asking. 

monastic adj. related to monks or monasteries; 
removed from worldly concerns 

Usage: Withdrawing from the world, Jagan joined a 
contemplative religious order and adopted the 
monastic life. 

monetary adj. pertaining to money 

Usage: Mrs. Parikh held the family purse strings; 
she made all monetary decisions affecting the 
household. 

monochromatic ad). 

Usage: Most people who are 
can distinguish several colour 
a truly monochromatic view 0 
of gray. 

monolithic adj. solidly 

Usire: Knowing the impor 


having only one colour 
colour blind actually 

s: some however, have 

fa world all in shades 


uniform; unyielding 
tance of appearing 


Bee 
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resolute, the patriots sought to present a monolithic 
front. : 
monosyllabic adj. having only one syllable 
Usage: No matter what he was asked, the taciturn 
captive answered with a monosyllabic “Yes” or 
“No.” (monosyllable, N) 
monotony noun sameness leading to boredom 
Usage: What could be more deadly dull than the 
monotony of punching numbers into a computer 
hour after hour? 
montage noun photographic composition, combining 
elements from different sources 
Usage: In one eatly montage the journalist brought 
together pictures of broken man and newspaper 
clippings about the Vietnam War. 
monumental adj. massive 
Usage: Writing a dictionary is a monumental task. 
moodiness noun fits of depression or gloom 
Usage: Her recurrent moodiness left her feeling as 
if she had fallen into a black hole. 
moratorium noun legal delay of payment 
Usage: If we declare a moratorium and delay 
collection of debts for six months, I am sure the 
farmers will be able to meet their bills. 
morbid adj. given to unwholesome thought; moody; 
characteristic of disease 
Usage: People who come to disaster sites just to peer 
at the grisly wreckage are indulging their morbid 
curiosity. 
mores noun conventions; moral standards; customs 
Usage: In America, Benazir Bhutto, the former Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, dresses as Western women do; 
in Pakistan, however, she followed the mores of 
her people, dressing in traditional veil, head cover 
and robes. 
moribund adj. dying; having little or no vital force 
left 
Usage: Mr. Prasad took a moribund failing weekly 
newspaper and transformed it into one of the 
liveliest, most profitable daily papers around. 
morose adj. ill-humored; sullen; melancholy 
Usage: Forced to take early retirement, Vikram acted 
morose for months; then gradually he came out of 


his sullen mood and got back to his original cheerful 
self. 


mortician noun undertaker 
Usage: The mortician prepared the corpse for burial. 
mortify verb humiliate; punish the flesh; to cause to 


pride or self-respect of 

Usage: She was so mortified by her blunder that she 
ran to her room in tears. 

mosaic noun picture made of colourful small inlaid 
tiles 

Usage: The leader compared India to a beautify 
mosaic made up of people of every race and religion 
on earth. 

mote noun small speck 

Usage: Even the tiniest mote in the eye is very 
painful. 

motif noun theme 

Usage: even this simple motif runs throughout the 
entire score. | 

motley adj. multi-coloured; mixed 

Usage: The jester wore a motley tunic, red and green 
and blue and gold all patched together haphazardly. 

mottle adj. blotched in colouring; spotted 

Usage: When Sweetie blushed, her face was motiled 
with embarrassment, all pink and purple and red. 

muddle verb confuse; mix up 

Usage: His thoughts were muddled and chaotic. 
(Also N) 

mugey adj. warm and damp 

Usage: I don’t quite enjoy living in a place as muggy 
as this. 

multifaceted adj. having many aspects; versatile 

Usage: A multifaceted personality, Mr. Verma has 
tried his hands in almost everything from music to 
theatre, painting to social services and now his latest 
interest is politics. 

multifarious adj. varied; greatly diversified 

Usage: A career woman and mother, she was 
constantly busy with the multifarious activities of 
her daily life. 

multiform adj. having many forms 

Usage: Snowflakes are multiform but always 
hexagonal. 

multilingual adj. using or capable of using several/ 
many languages : 

Usage: Because they are bordered by so many 
countries, the Swiss people are multilingual. 

multiplicity noun state of being numerous 

Usage: He was appalled by the multiplicity of details, 
he had to complete before setting out on his mission. 

mundane adj. worldly as opposed to spiritual, 
everyday; commonplace; ordinary, etc. 

Usage: Uninterested in philosophical or spiritual 


feel shame, humiliation, chagrin, etc.; injure the 28Qdiscussions, we talked only of mundane matters 









ach as the daily weather forecast or the latest cricket 
« 


results. 

qunificent adj. very generous 

sage: Shamelessly fawning over a particularly 
generous Donor, the dean kept on referring to her 
as “our munificent benefactor.” (munificence, N) 
mural noun wall painting 

usage: The walls of the Chicago Community Centre 
are covered with murals painted in the Style of 
Diego Rivera, the great Mexican artist. 

murky adj. dark and gloomy; thick with fog; vague 
Usage: The murky depths of the swamp were so dark 
that one couldn’t differentiate the vines and 
branches from the snakes. 

muse verb ponder 

Usage: For amoment he mused about the beauty of 
the scene, but his thoughts soon changed as he 
recalled his own personal problems. (Also N) 

mushroom verb expand or grow rapidly 

Usage: Between 1995 and 2005, the population of 
Indian Hyderabad mushroomed; with the IT hub 
rapidly increasing demand for housing, home prices 
skyrocketed as well. 

musky adj. having the odor of musk 


Usage: She left a trace of musky perfume behind : 


her. 

muster verb gather; assemble 

Usage: He mustered his courage to go up to my boss 
and ask for a study leave. (Also N) 

Musty adj. stale; spoiled by age 

Usage: The attic was dark and musty. 

mutability noun ability to change in form; fickleness 
Usage: Going from rags to riches, and then back to 
fags again, the bankrupt financier was a victim of 
the mutability of fortune. 

muted adj. silent; muffled; toned down 

Usage: Thanks to the thick, sound-absorbing walls 
Of the conference hall, only muted traffic noise 
f€ached the foreign delegates within. 

Nutinous adj. unruly; rebellious 
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Usage: The Captain had to y 
mutinous crew, ( mutiny, N) 
myopic adj. nearsighted: lacking foresight 

Usage; Such myopic view of the new management 


could ruin the reputation of the company in the 
market. 


se force to quiet his 


myriad noun very large number 


Usage: Myriads of mosquitoes from the swamps 
invaded our village every twilight. (Also Adj.) 

mystify verb bewilder purposely 

Usage: When doctors speak in medical Jargon, they 
often mystify their patients, who have little 
knowledge of medical terminology. 

nadir noun lowest point; the point of the celestial 
sphere that is directly opposite to the zenith and 
directly below the observer . 

Usage: Although few people realized it, the tennis 
player’s averages had reached their nadir and would 
soon begin an upward surge. 

naiyeté noun quality of being unsophisticated: 
simplicity; artlessness; gullibility 

Usage: Touched by the mativeté of sweet, convent- 
trained Monika, Rajat pledged himself to protect 
her innocence. (naive, Adj.) 

narcissist noun conceited person; someone in love 
with his own image 

Usage: A narcissist by nature he hardly gets any time 
to praise others. 

narrative adj. related to telling a story 

Usage: The impressive narrative style of the — 
was liked by the readers world over. (narrate, V) 

nascent adj. incipient; coming into being 

If the management could identify these 


Usage: . 
, ‘+ nascent State, the) 

nary movements in their? 
aierraiee ious trouble 


could have been able to eliminate seTl 
in later years. 
natty adj. neatly or smartly dressee 
Usage: Priding himself on ——. i ’ 
gangster Billu Bhat collected a 
imported suits and ties. 


ardrobe of 
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nauseate verb cause to become sick; fill with disgust 
Usage: The foul smell soon began to mauseate us. 

nautical adj. pertaining to ships or navigation 

Usage: The Maritime Museum contains many models 
of clipper ships, log-books, anchors and many other 
items of a nautical nature. 

navigable adj. wide and deep enough to allow ships 
to pass through; able to be steered 

Usage: So much sand had built up at the bottom of 
the canal that the waterway was barely navigable. 

nebulous adj. vague; hazy; cloudy 

Usage: After twenty years of parting, I only have a 
nebulous memory of my grandmother’s face. 

necromancy noun black magic; dealings with the 
dead 

Usage: The evil sorcerer performed feats of 
necromancy, calling on the spirits of the dead to 
tell the future. 

nefarious adj. very wicked; villainous; iniquitous 

Usage: The villain’s crimes, though various, were 
one and all nefarious. 

negate verb cancel out; nullify; deny 

Usage: A sudden surge of adrenalin can negate the 
effects of fatigue; there’s nothing like a good shock 
to wake you up. 

negligence noun neglect; failure to take reasonable 
care 

Usage: The boss was furious of his act of negligence 
which cost heavy loss to the company. 

negligible adj. so small trifling, or unimportant that 
it may be easily disregarded 

Usage: Because the damage to his car had been 
negligible, Raunak decided he wouldn’t bother to 
report the matter to his insurance company. 

nemesis noun someone seeking revenge 

Usage: Abandoned at the time of his financial lows, 
the vengeful Babloo vowed to be the nemesis of 
his fellow pickpockets. 

neologism noun new or newly coined word or phrase 

Usage: As we invent new techniques and professions, 
we must also invent neologisms such as netizens 


and netiquette to describe them. 

neophyte noun recent convert; beginner 

Usage: This mountain slope contains slides that wil 
challenge experts as well as neophytes. 

nepotism noun favouritism (to a relative) 

Usage: Bharat left his position with the company 
because he felt that advancement was based on 
nepotism rather than ability. 

nettle verb annoy; Vex 

Usage: 1 do not allow anyone to nettle me with the 
demeaning remarks. 

neutral adj. impartial; not supporting one side over 
another 

Usage: Reluctant to get mixed up in someone else’s 
quarrel, Bobby tried to remain neutral, but 
eventually he had to take sides. 

nicely noun precision; minute distinction 

Usage: I cannot distinguish between such niceties 
of non-verbal reasoning. 

nihiiist noun one who believes traditional beliefs to 
be groundless and meaningless; absolute skeptic; 
revolutionary, terrorist 

Usage: In his final days, Hitler revealed him self as 
a power-mad nihilist, ready to annihilate all of 
Western Europe, even to destroy Germany itself, so 
that his will might prevail. 


Note: The root of the word nihilist is ‘nihil’, Latin 

for ‘nothing’. (nihilism, N) 

nip verb stop something’s growth or development, 
snip off; bite, make numb with cold 

Usage: The twins were plotting mischief, but Mother 
intervened and nipped that plan in the bud. 

Or, The gardener nipped off a lovely rose and gave 
it to me. 

nirvana noun in Buddhist teachings, the ideal state 
in which the individual loses himself ia the 
attainment of an impersonal beatitude 

Usage: Despite his desire to achieve nirvana, the 
young Buddhist found that even the buzzing of 4 
fly could distract him from his meditation. 

nocturnal adj. done at night 
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pisage- 
poisome adj. foul-smelling; unwholesome 


sage: The noisome atmosphere downwind of the 
ai vefinery not only stank, it damaged the lungs of 
everyone living in the area. 

nomadic adj. wandering 

visage: Several nomadic tribes of Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh would hunt in this area each year. 


/ raids on his chicken coops, 


nomenclature noun terminology; system of names 
Usage: Sharon found Latin word parts useful in 
translating medical nomenclature. 
nominal adj. in name only; trifling 


Usage: He offered to drive her to the airport for only 
a nominal are. 

nonchalance noun indifference; lack of concern; 
composure 

Usage: Cool, calm, and collected under fire, James 
Bond, in his movies, shows remarkable 
nonchalance in the face of danger. 

noncommittal adj. neutral; unfledged; undecided 

Usage: We were annoyed by his noncommittal reply 
for we had been led to expect definite assurances of 
his approval. 

nondescript adj. indistinctive; ordinary 

Usage: The private detective was a short, nondescript 
fellow with no outstanding features, the sort of 
person one would never notice in a crowd. 

honentity noun person of no importance; 
nonexistence 

Usage: Because the two older princes dismissed their 
youngest brother as a nonentity, they did not realize 
that he was quietly plotting to seize the throne. 

nonplus verb bring to halt by confusion; perplex 

Usage: Hemant’s uncharacteristic rudeness 
nonplussed Geeta, leaving her uncertain how to 
react, 

nostalgia noun homesickness: longing for the past 

Usage: Whenever we recalled or spoke of our 
Childhood days spent in the remote village; we 
elt nostalgia overpowering our emotions. 
(Nostalgic, Adj.) 

notable adj. conspicuous; important; distinguished 
Usage: Normally notable for his calm in the kitchen, 
loday Ramu Kaka, the cook was notably excited 
for some very special guests were coming to dinner. 
Notoriety noun disrepute; ill fame 

Usage: To the starlet, any publicity was good 
Publicity; if she couldn’t have a good reputation, 
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Mr. Sharma obtained a watchdog to prevent 


she’d settle for notorie 


ty. (n 
novelty Y. (notorious, Adj.) 


noun something New; newness 

Usage: The computer is no Io 
every desk in our office has 

hovice noun a person new to a 
activity, etc., beginner 


Usage: Even a novice at working with computers 
Can install Norton Anti Virus software 
noxious adj. harmful 


nger a novelty at work: 
one. (novel, Adj.) 
particular occupation, 


Usage: We must trace the source of these noxious 
gases before they asphyxiate us. 

nuance noun shade of difference in meaning or 
colour; subtle distinction 

Usage: Visitors of the Art Gallery gazed at the 
Captivating landscape for hours, appreciating every 
subtle nuance of colour in the painting. 

nullify verb to make invalid 

'/sage; Once the contract was nullified, it no longer 
had any legal force. 

“lumismatist noun person who collects coins 

Usage: The numismatist had a splendid collection 
of antique coins. 

nuptial adj. related to marriage 

Usage: Reluctant to be married in a traditional 
setting, they decided to hold their nuptial ceremony 
on the ship in the middle of the ocean. 

nurture verb nourish; educate; foster 

Usage: The head start programme attempts to 
nurture pre-kindergarten children so that they will 
do well when they enter public school. (Also N) 

nutrient noun nourishing substance 

Usage: As a budding nutritionist, Nikita has learned 
to design diets that contain food rich in important 
basic nutrients. 


oaf noun stupid, awkward person 


Usage: “Watch what you’re doing, you clumsy oaf!” 
Rajiv shouted at the waiter who had drenched him 


with iced coffee. 

obdurate adj. stubborn 

Usage: He was obdurate in his refusal to listen to 
our complaints. , 


obese adj. fat 
Usage: It is advisable that obese people try to lose 


weight. 
obfuscate verb confuse; muddle; 
make needlessly complex | | 
Usage: Was the minister's spokesman trying . — 
the mystery of scam, or was he trying to 0 oe 
the issue so the voters world never figure out W 


Wepon? 


cause confusion; 
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obituary adj. death notice 

Usage: I learned of her death only after reading the 
obituary column in the newspaper. (Also N) 

objective adj. not influenced by emotions; fair 

Usage: Even though he was her son, she tried to be 
objective about his behaviour. 

objective noun goal; aim 

Usage: A degree in medicine was her ultimate 
objective. 

obligatory adj. binding; required 

Usage: It is obligatory that books borrowed from 
the library be returned within two weeks. 

oblique adj. indirect; slanting (deviating from the 
perpendicular or from a straight line) 

Usage: Casting a quick, oblique glance at the 
reviewing stand, the Commandant ordered the 
company to march ‘Oblique Right.’ 

obliterate verb destroy completely 

Usage: The massive tidal waves of tsunami 
obliterated several island villages. 

oblivion noun obscurity; forgetfulness 
Usage: After a decade of popularity, Arundhati Roy’s 
works had fallen into oblivion. 
oblivious adj. inattentive or unmindful; wholly 
absorbed 
Usage: Deep in her book, she was oblivious to the 
noisy squabbles of her brother and his friends. 
obnoxious adj. offensive 
Usage: I find your behaviour obnoxious; please 
mend your ways. 
obscure adj. dark; vague; unclear 
Usage: Even after I read the poem a fourth time, its 
meaning was still obscure. (obscurity, N) 
obscure verb darken; make unclear 
Usage: At times the writer seemed purposely to 
obscure his meaning, preferring mystery to clarity. 
obsequious adj. slavishly attentive; servile; 
sycophantic 
Usage: At times I am irritated by their excessively 
obsequious behaviour towards their bosses. 
obsessive adj. related to thinking about something 
constantly; pre-occupying | 
Usage: Ballet, which had been a hobby, began to 
dominate his life, his love of dancing became 
obsessive. (obsession, N) 
obsolete adj. no longer useful; outmoded; antiquated 
Usage: The invention of the pocket calculator made 
the slide rule used by generations of engineers 
obsolete. 


obstetrician noun physician specializing in delivery 
of babies 

Usage: In modern times, the delivery of children hag 
passed from the midwife to the more scientifically 
trained obstetrician. 

obstinate adj. stubborn, hard to control or treat 

Usage: We tried to persuade him to give up smoking. 
but he was obstinate and refused to change, 

Or, Blackberry stickers are the most obstinate weeds 
I know; once established in a yard, they’re extremely 
hard to root out. (obstinacy, N) 

obstreperous adj. boisterous; noisy 

Usage: The obstreperous horde of drunken 
policemen went carousing last night through his 
hotel, crashing into potted plants, abusing hotel staff 
and singing vulgar songs. 

obtrude verb push (oneself of one’s ideas) forward 
or intrude; butt in; stick out or extrude 

Usage: Because Mrs. Chhadha was reluctant to 
obtrude her opinions about child-raising upon 
Preeti, her daughter-in-law, she kept to herself. 
(obtrusive, Adj.) 

obtuse adj. blunt; stupid 

Usage: What can you do with somebody who’s so 
obtuse that he can’t even tell that you’re insulting 
him? | 

cloyviate verb make unnecessary; get rid of 

Usage: Lhope this contribution will obviate any need 
for further collections of funds. 

odious adj. hateful; vile 

Usage: Tannu has the odious habit of speaking ill of 
people at their back. 

odium noun detestation; hatefulness; disrepute 

Usage: Subodh could not express the odium he felt 
toward Rekha’s step-sisters because of their 
mistreatment of the poor girl. 

odorous adj. having an odor 

Usage: This variety of hybrid tea is more odorous 
than the one you had in your garden last year. 

odyssey noun long, eventful journey 

Usage: The refugee’s journey from Taliban occupied 
Afghanistan was a terrifying odyssey. 

offensive adj. attacking; insulting; distasteful 

Usage: Getting into street brawls is no minor matter 
for professional boxers, who are required by Jaw to 
restrict their offensive impulses to the ring. 


offhand adj. casual; done without prior though’ 


Usage: Expecting to be treated with due propriety 
by her hosts, Mrs. Kakkar was offended by the™ 
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gfficious adj. meddlesome; excessively pushy in 
offering one’s services 

Usage: Sarika wanted to look over the new computer 
models on her own, but the officious salesman kept 
on butting in with ‘helpful’ advice until she was 
ready to walk out of the store. 

ogle verb look at amorously; make eyes at 

Usage: At the coffee house, Bhuwan was too shy to 
ogle the pretty girls openly; instead, he peeked out 
at them from behind a rubber plant. 

olfactory adj. concerning the sense of smell 

Usage: A wine taster must have a discriminating 
palate and a keen olfactory sense, for a good wine 
appeal both to the taste buds and to the nose. 
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oligarchy noun government by a privileged few 

Usage: One small clique ran the student council; what 
had been intended as a democratic governing body 
had turned into an oligarchy. _ 

ominous adj. of or serving as an omen, esp. having 
the character of an evil omen; sinistrous, threatening 

Usage: Those clouds are ominous; they suggest a 
severe storm is on the way. 

cmaipotent adj. all-powerful 

/saee; The monarch regarded himself as omnipotent 
and answerable to no one for his acts. 

ommipresent adj. universally present; ubiquitous 

Usage: On Christmas Eve, Santa Claus is 
omnipresent. 
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omniscient adj. all-knowing 

Usage: I do not pretend to be omniscient, but | am 
positive about this fact. 

omnivorous adj. eating both plant and animal food; 
devouring everything 

Usage: Some animals, including man, are 
omnivorous and eat both meat and vegetables; 
others are either carnivorous or herbivorous. 

onerous adj. burdensome, taxing 

Usage: He asked for an assistant because his work 
load was too onerous. 

onset noun beginning; attack 

Usage: Caught unprepared by the sudden onset of 
the storm, we rushed around the house closing 
windows and bringing the garden furniture into 
shelter. 

Or, Caught unprepared by the enemy onset, the troops 
scrambled to take shelter. 

onus noun a difficult or unpleasant task, duty, etc. 
burden; responsibility | 

Usage: The king was spared the onus of signing the 
surrender papers; instead, he relegated the 
assignment to his generals. 

opalescent adj. iridescent; lustrous 

Usage: The oil slick on the water had an opalescent, 
rainbow-like sheen. 

opaque adj. dark; not transparent 

Usage: The opaque window shade kept the sunlight 
out of the room. (opacity, N) 

opiate noun any medicine containing opium or any 
of its derivatives, to induce sleep or deaden pain; 
something that relieves emotions or causes inaction 

Usage: To say that religion is the opiate of people is 
to condemn religion as a drug that keeps people 
quiet and submissive to those in power. 

opportune adj. right for the purpose, fitting in regard 
to circumstances (said of time), timely; well-chosen 
Usage: Jatin looked at his father struggling to balance 
his checkbook; clearly this would not be an 
opportune moment to ask him to buy him a motor 
bike. 


opportunist noun individual who sacrifices 
principles for expediency by taking advantage of 
circumstances 

Usage: Lala Santkumar is such an opportunist that 
he tripled the price of bottled water at his store as 
soon as the earthquake struck. Because it can break 
water pipes, an earthquake is, to most people a 
disaster; to Lala, it was an opportunity. 

optician noun maker and seller of eyeglasses 

Usage: We gave the prescription given by his oculist 
to the optician to make the spectacles. 

optimist noun person who looks on the good side 

Usage: The pessimist says the glass is hali-empty; 
the optimist says it is half-full. 

optimum: adj. most favourable 

Usage: If you wait for the epfimum moment to act, 
you may never begin your project. (Also N) 

optiena! adj. not obligatory; left to one’s choice 

Usage: Most Business Schools require applicants to 
submit CAT scores; at some colleges, however, 
submitting CAT scores is optional. 

opulence noun extreme wealth; luxuriousness, 
abundance 

Usage: The glitter and opulence of the ballroom 
almost took my breath away. (opulent, Adj.) 

opus noun a work; composition, esp., any of the 
musical works of a composer numbered in order of 
composition or publication 

Usage: Although many critics hailed his fifth 
Filmfare Award as his major work, he did not regard 
it as his major opus. 

oracular adj. prophetic; uttered as if with divine 
authority; mysterious or ambiguous 

Usage: Like many others who sought divine guidance 
from the oracle at Delphi, Oedipus could 2° 
understand the enigmatic oracular warning he 


. received, 


orator noun public speaker 

Usage: The abolitionist Frederick Dougless 4° e 
brilliant orator whose speeches brought home " 
his audience the evils of slavery. 
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a verb decree OF command; grant holy orders: 
pra 


stine ; 
prede The king ordained that no foreigner should 


ed to enter the city. 
lovers felt that fate had ordained their 


sage: 
he allow 
Or, The young 
meeting: 

ordeal noun S | 
Ieage: Samira was so painfully shy that it was an 
“eal for her to speak up when the teacher called 


evere trial or affliction 


on her in class. 
ordinance noun decree 
sage: Passing a red light is a violation of a city 
ordinance, 
ordination moun ceremony making someone a 
minister 
Usage: At the young priest’s ordination, the 
members of the congregation presented him with a 
set of vestments. (ordain, V) 
orgy noun wild, drunken revelry; unrestrained 
indulgence in a tendency 
Usage: The Roman emperor’s orgies were far wilder 
than one can imagine in the modern time. 
Or, When her income tax refund check finally arrived, 
Pratima indulged in an orgy of shopping. 
orient yerb get one’s bearings; adjust 
Usage: Pratap spent his first day in Pune orientin’g 
himself to the city. 
orientation noun act of finding oneself in society 
Usage: Freshman orientation provides the incoming 
students with an opportunity to learn about their 
new environment and their place in it. 
ornate adj. excessively or elaborately decorated 
Usage: With its elaborately carved, convoluted lines, 
Sculptures of the Ajanta-Ellora Temples was highly 
ornate . 
"rnithologist noun scientific student of birds 
Usage: His drawings of wild bird life have been of 
iilerest not only to the ornithologists but also to 
the general public. 
"Tnithology noun study of birds 
“ge: His studies of wild birds greatly influenced 
em Course of ornithology. 
odox adj. traditional; conservative in belief 
“age: Faced with a problem, he preferred to take 


7 orthodox approach rather than shock anyone. 


(tthodoxy, N) 


, : late verb vibrate like pendulum; waver 
48e: Tt is interesting to note how public opinion 


be 
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OSCi 

nner _— the extremes of optimism and 

ossify verb change or harden into bone 

Usage: When he called his Opponent a ‘bonehead.’ 
He implied that his adversary’s brain had ossified 
to the point that he was incapable of clear thinking. 

ostensible adj. apparent, professed; pretended 

Usage: Although the ostensible purpose of these 
expeditions is to discover new lands, the company 
1s really interested in finding new markets for their 
products. 


ostentatious adj. showy; pretentious; trying to attract 
attention 

Usage: This Nightclub with its ostentatious 
discotheque in the city easily out-glitters its 
competitors. (ostentation, N) 

ostracize verb exclude from public favour; ban 

Usage: As soon as the newspapers carried the story 
of his connection with the criminals, his friends 
began to ostracize him. (ostracism, N) 

oust verb expel out 

Usage: We wondered if the management would be 
able to oust Girdhari from the office. (ouster, N) 

outlandish adj. bizarre; peculiar; unconventional 

Usage: The eccentric professor who engages in 
markedly outlandish behaviour is stock figure in 
novels with an academic setting. 

outmoded adj. no longer stylish; old-fashioned 

Usage: Unconcerned about keeping in style, Sumit 
was perfectly happy to wear outmoded clothes as 
long as they were clean. 

outskirts noun part or district remote from the centre 
or midst (as of a city), fringes; outer borders 

Usage: We lived, not in New Delhi, but in one of 
those peripheral suburbs of NCR that sprung up on 
the outskirts of a great city. 

outspoken adj. candid; blunt 

Usage: The candidate was too outspoken to be a 
successful politician; he had not yet learned to weigh 
his words carefully. 

outstrip verb surpass; outdo 

Usage: It is not easy to outstrip one’s immediate boss 
unless one has made up his mind to quit or be 
quelled in one’s organization. 

outwit verb outsmart; trick 

Usage: By disguising hims 
Chandini was able to outwit 
with her boy friend. 


elf as an old woman, 
her parents and elope 
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ovation noun enthusiastic applause a person must commut an overt before he may be 
Usage: When the popular star batsman, Dhoni came tried for treason. 
on the cricket pitch, he was greeted with a overwrought adj. extremely agitated; hysterica) 
tremendous ovation. Usage: When Sikha heard the news of the suddey 
overbearing adj. bossy and arrogant; decisively tragedy, she become too overwrought to work anq 
important had to leave the office early. 


Usage: Certain of her own importance and of the pachyderm noun thick-skinned animal 


unimportance of everyone else, Kanika was = Usage The elephant is probably the best-known 
intolerably overbearing in her manner. pachyderm. 


overt adj. open to view; not hidden; apparent; alone pacifist noun one opposed to force; antimilitarist: 
openly and publicity without attempt at concealment peace-lover; Satyagrahist 
and with evident intent 


Usage: Being proven guilty of poaching, Actor 
Usage: According to the United States Constitution, 


Salman Khan is clearly not a pacifist. 
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en 


acify yerb soothe; TBAKE calm or quiet: subdue 
rage: Dentists erificize the practice of giving fussy 
children sweets to pacify them. 
pact noun agreement; treaty 
sage: Chitu and Nitu made a pact not to quarrel 
anymore. 
pacan noun song of praise or joy 
sage: In the Ramlila paeans celebrating the victory 
of Lord Ram over Ravana filled the air. 
painstaking adj. showing hard work; taking great 
care 
Usage: This new book on vocabulary building with 
high-frequency word list is the result of my 
painstaking efforts. 
palatable adj. agreeable, pleasing to the taste 
Usage; Neither Rohit’s under baked opinions nor his 
overcooked casseroles were palatable to his wife, 
Rati. 
paleontology noun study of pre-historic life 
Usage: The paleontology instructor had a superb 
collection of fossils. 
palette noun board on which painter mixes pigments 
Usage: At the present time, art supply stores are 
Selling a paper palette that may be discarded after 
use, 
pall verb grow tiresome 
Usage: His study of word lists can eventually pall 
and put one to Sleep. 
Palliate verb lessen the violence of (a disease); 
‘lleviate; moderate intensity; gloss over with 
*XCuseg 
Usage: Not content merely to palliate the patient's 
‘ores and cankers, the doctors sought a means of 
“iping out the disease. (palliative, Adj.) 
Pallid adj. pale; wan: faint in colour 
Usage: Because his call centre job required that he 
"ork at night and sleep during the day, he had an 
“Xceptionally pallid complexion. 
Palpable adj. tangible; easily perceptible; 
"Nnistakable 
“age: The patient’s enlarged spleen was so palpable 
leven the first year medical student could feel it. 
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palpitate verb throb; flutter 

Usage: As he become excited, his heart began to 
palpitate more and more erratically. 

paltry adj. insignificant; petty; trifling 

Usage: One can get the imitation of this diamond 
neckpiece just by paying a paltry sum to the jeweler. 

pan verb criticize harshly, as in reviewing 

Usage: Hoping for a rave review of his new show, 
the playwright was miserable when the critics 
panned it unanimously. (Also N) 


Note: Apart from the given meaning, ‘pan’ as verb 

could give as many varied meanings as : 

(a) to cook in a pan; 

(b) to wash (gravel, etc.) in a pan as for separat- 
ing gold; | 

(c) to separate (gold etc.) from gravel by washing 
it in a pan; 

(d) to yield gold in this process 









panacea noun cure-all; remedy for all diseases 

Usage: The rich youth cynically declared that the 
panacea for all speeding tickets was a big enough 
bribe. . 

panache noun flair, flamboyance 

Usage: Many performers imitate style icon, Dev 
Anand but few have his panache and sense of style. 

pandemic adj. widespread, affecting the majority of 
people 

Usage: They feared the AIDS epidemic would soon 
reach pandemic proportions. 

pander verb cater to the low desires of others 

Usage: The reviewer accused the makers of lethal 
weapons of pandering to the masses taste for 
violence. 

panegyric noun formal praise | | 
Usage: Blushing at all the praise heaped upon him 
by the speakers, the modest Amitabh Bachchan said. 


“T don’t deserve such panegyrics.” 


panoramic adj. related to an unobstructed and 


comprehensive view 
Usage; On a clear day, from the top of the Qutub 
tae you could get a panoramic view of New 


Delhi. (panorama, N) 
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pantomime moun acting without dialogue 

Usage: Because he worked in pantomime, the 

clown could be understood wherever he appeared. 
(Also V) 

papyrus noun ancient paper made from stem of 
papyrus plant 

Usage: The ancient Egyptians were among the first 
to write on papyrus. 

parable noun short, simple story teaching a moral 

Usage: Let us apply to our own conduct the lesson 
that this parable teaches. 

paradigm noun model; example; pattern 

Usage: Pavlov's experiment in which he trains a dog 


to salivate on hearing a bell is a paradigm of the 


conditioned-response experiment in behavioural 
psychology. 

Or, S. Chand’s Body Language: Your Success Mantra 
is a paradigm for all the nonverbal communication 
books that followed. 

paradox noun something apparently contradictory 
in nature, statement that looks false but is actually 
correct 

Usage: It is a bit of a paradox that Albert Einstein 
was a world famous violinist as well as physicist. 

paragon noun model of perfection 

Usage: Her fellow students disliked Kanika because 
Miss Manchanda, the college principal, always 
pointed her out as a paragon of virtue. 

parallelism noun state of being parallel; similarity 

Usage: Although the twins were separated at birth 
and grew up in different adoptive families, a striking 
parallelism exists between their lives. 

paramount adj. foremost in importance; supreme 

Usage: Proper nutrition and hygiene are of 
paramount importance in adolescent development 
and growth. 

paranoia noun psychosis marked by delusions of 
grandeur or persecution; a mental disorder 
characterized by systematized delusions, (as of 
grandeur or, esp. persecution) often, except in a 
schizophrenic state, with an otherwise relatively 
intact personality 

Usage: Suffering from paranoia, Trilok claimed 
everyone was out to get him; ironically, his claim 
was accurate; even paranoids have enemies. 
(paranoid, Adj.) 

paraphernalia noun equipment; odds and ends 

Usage: His desk was cluttered with paper, pen; ink, 
dictionary and other paraphernalia of the writing 
craft. 


paraphrase verb restate a passage | 

Usage: It’s not easy to write a paraphrase of thi 
article of abstract topic. (Also N) . 

parasite noun animal or plant living on another: 
toady; sycophant 

Usage: The tapeworm is an example of the king of 
parasite that may infest the human body. 

parched adj. extremely dry; very thirsty 

Usage: The parched desert landscape in the day time 
seemed hostile to life. 

pariah noun any person despised or rejected by 
others; social outcast 

Usage: On being ostracized by his own family 
members, Rakesh led a life of a pariah? 

parity noun equality in status or amount; close 
resemblance 

Usage: Unfortunately even in the age of 
liberalization, doubt still exists whether women 
actor’s charges will ever achieve parity with their 
men counterparts. 

parochial adj. narrow in outlook; provincial; related 
to parishes 

Usage: Although Jane Austen sets her novels in small 
rural communities, her concerns are universal, not 
parochial. 

saredy noun humorous imitation; spoof; takeoff; 
travesty 

Lisage: The audience were amused by the parodies 
presented by comedian Raju Shrivastava on famous 
Laughter Challenge Show. 

paroxysm noun fit or attack of pain, laughter, rage 

Usage: In a sudden paroxysm of jealousy he threw 
her clothes out of the window. 

parry verb ward off a blow, deflect 

Usage: The party spokesperson cleverly parried all 
the enquiries about arms scandal put up by the 
reporters in the press conference. 

parsimony noun stinginess; excessive frugality 

Usage: Furious because her father wouldn’t let her 
buy out the clothing store, Sweta accused him of 
parsimony. 

partial adj. incomplete; having a liking for something 

Usage: In this issue we have published only a partial 
list of contributors because we lack space © 
acknowledge everyone. 

Or, | am extremely partial to chocolate éclaits- 

partiality noun inclination; bias 

Usage: As a judge, not only must you be u 
but you must also avoid ‘any evidence of partiality 
while awarding the prizes. 


nbiased: 
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isan adj. one-sided; prejudiced; committed to a 
a 


patty _ F princ} 
rage’ On certain issues of principle, she refuseq to 


uke a partisan stand, but let her conscience be her 
ouide. (Also N) | 

artition verb eile into parts 

sage: Before their second daughter was born, Mr. 
ind Mrs. Kapoor decided each child needed a room 
afher own, and so they partitioned a large bedroom 
‘nto two small but separate rooms. (Also N) 

passive adj. not active; acted upon 

sage: Mahatma Gandhi urged his followers to 
pursue a programme of passive resistance as he felt 
that it was more effective than violence and acts of 
terrorism. 

passport noun legal document identifying the bearer 
(as a citizen of a country) and allowing him or her 
to travel abroad 

Usage: In arranging your first trip abroad, be sure to 
allow yourself enough time to apply for and receive 
your passport. You won't be allowed to travel 
without it. 

pastiche noun imitation of another’s style in musical 
composition or in writing 

Usage: We cannot even say that Anu Mallik’s music 
8 a pastiche of this foreign composer or that; it is, 
rather, reminiscent of many musicians. 

Pastoral adj. rural 

Usage: In these stories of pastoral life, we find an 
understanding of the daily tasks of country folk. 

Patent adj. open for the public to read; obvious 
Usage: It was patent to everyone that the witness 
‘poke the truth. (Also N) 
Pathetic adj. causing sadness, compassion, pity 
Usage: Everyone was touched by his pathetic ail 
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pathological adj. related to the Study of disease 

Usage; Diseased or markedly abnormal Rajan’s 
pathological fear of germs led him to wash his hands 
a hundred times a day. (pathology, N) 

pathos noun tender sorrow; pity; quality in art or 
literature that produces these feelings 

Usage: The quiet tone of pathos that ran through the 
novel never degenerated into the maudlin or the 
Overly sentimental. 

patina noun green crust on old bronze works: tone 
slowly taken by varnished painting 

Usage: Judging by the patina on this bronze statue, 
one can conclude that this is the work of a medieval 
artist. 


patriarch noun father and ruler of a family or tribe 


Usage: In many primitive tribes the leader and the 


lawmaker was patriarch. 

vatrician adj. noble; aristocratic 

Usage: We greatly admired her well-bred patrician 
elegance. 

patronize verb support; act superior forward: be a 
customer of penniless artists 

Usage: I hope to find some wealthy art-lover who 
will patronize their priceless work of traditional art. 

paucity noun fewness; scarcity; dearth; insufficiency 

Usage: They closed the restaurant because the 
paucity of customers made it uneconomical to 
operate. 

pauper “oun very poor person 

Usage: Though the widow of Mr. Verma was living 
on a reduced income, she was by no means a pauper. 

peccadillo noun slight offence; a small fault or a petty 
sin 

Usage: He dismissed what had happened as a mere 
peccadillo. 
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___(pecuniary~ peruse) 


pecuniary adj. pertaining to money 

Usage: Seldom earning enough to cover their 
expenses, folk dance teachers work because they 
love dancing, not because they expect any pecuniary 
reward. 

pedagogy noun teaching; art of education 

Usage: Though Maria Montessori gained fame for 
her innovations in pedagogy, it took years before 
her teaching techniques were common practice in 
American schools. 

pedant noun a person who is too interested in formal 
rules and small unimportant details 

Usage: Her insistence that all the rules given in the 
book be memorized by her students marked the 
teacher as a pedant. 

pedantic adj. showing off learning; bookish 
Usage: Leavening his decisions with humorous, 
down-to-earth anecdotes, Professor was not at all 
the pedantic legal scholar. (pedant, pedantry, N) 
pedestrian adj. ordinary; unimaginative 

Usage: Unintentionally boring, he wrote page after 
page of pedestrian prose. 

pediatrician noun expert in children’s diseases 
Usage: The family doctor advised the parents to 
consult a pediatrician about their child’s ailment. 
peerless adj. having no equal; incomparable 
Usage: His performance in the ODI Cricket match 
was peerless; no one could compare with him. 
pejorative adj. declining; making or becoming 
worse; disparaging or derogatory, negative in 
connotation, having a belittling effect 

Usage: Instead of making pejorative remarks on 
others way of working why don’t you look into your 
own lapses? (Also N) 

pellucid adj. transparent, limpid; easy to understand; 
clear and simple in style 

Usage: After reading these stodgy philosophers, the 
students found Bertrand Russell’s pellucid style 
very enjoyable. 
penchant noun strong inclination; liking 

Usage: Dev has a penchant for taking risks: one 
semester he went steady with three girls, two of 
whom were stars of the school karate team. 


349 


pendant moun ornament (hanging from a necklace, 
etc.) 

Usage: The grateful team presented the coach with a 
silver chain and pendant en graved with the school’s 
motto. 

penitent adj. repentant 

Usage: When he realized the enormity of his crime, 
he became remorseful and penitent. (Also N) 

pensive adj. dreamily thoughtful; thoughtful with a 
hint of sadness, contemplative 

Usage: The pensive lover gazed at the portrait of his 
beloved and deeply sighed. 

penury noun severe poverty; stinginess 

Usage: When his pension fund failed, Mr. Gupta 
feared he would end his days in penury. He became 
such a penny pincher that he turned into a close 
listed, penurious miser. (penurious, Adj.) 

wereeptive adj. insightful; aware; wise 

sage; Although Anandi was a generally perceptive 
critic, she had her blind spots; she could never see 
flaws in the work of her friends. 


ler 


percussion adj. striking one object against another 
sharply 

Usage: The drum is a percussion instrument. 
(Also N) 

perdition noun damnation; complete ruin; complete 
and irreparable loss 

Usage: Praying for salvation young convict feared 
he was damned to eternal perdition. 
peregrination noun journey 

Usage: Mr. Mishra was a world traveler whose 
peregrinations took him to all known — unknown 
places. (peregrinate, V) 

peremptory adj. demanding ; expecting to be obeyed 
immediately without any questioning 

Usage: The new boss soon started issuing 
peremptory instructions. 

Or, The victim’s family members were highly critical 
of the insensitive and peremptory way in which the 
case had been handled by the police. 


perennial noun something that is continuin 
recurrent | 


g or 
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Wl ease years. (Also Adj.) | 

_ orfidious adj. treacherous; disloyal 

sae’ The opposition party leaders described the 
new reservation bill as a perfidious attack on the 
gducation System of the country. 

When Caesar realized that Brutus had betrayed 

| him. he reproached his perfidious friend. 
(perfidy, N) 
erforate verb pierce; put a hole through 

sage: Before you can open the cough syrup bottle, 
you must first perforate the plastic safety seal that 
covers the cap. 

perfunctory adj. superficial; not thorough; lacking 
interest, care, or enthusiasm 


Usage: The auditor’s perfunctory inspection of the 


books overlooked many errors. 

Or, Giving the tabletop only a perfunctory swipe with 
her dust cloth, the maid servant promised herself 
she’d clean it more thoroughly tomorrow. 

perimeter noun outer boundary 

Usage: To find the perimeter of any quadrilateral, 
we add the lengths of the four sides. 

peripheral qdj. marginal; outer 
Usage: They lived, not in central Mumbai, but in 
one of those peripheral suburbs that spring up on 
the outskirts of a great city. 
periphery noun edge, especially of a round surface 
Usage: He sensed that there was something just 
beyond the periphery of his vision. 
perjury noun false testimony while under oath 
Usage: Rather than lie under oath and perhaps be 
indicted for perjury, the witness chose refusing to 
answer any questions on the grounds that he might 
incriminate himself. 
permeable adj. penetrable; porous; allowing liquids 
or gas to pass through : 

Usage: If your jogging clothes weren’t made out of 
Permeable fabric, you’d drown in your own 
perspiration (figuratively speaking). 

Dermeate verb pass through; spread 
Usage: The foul smell of stale beer permeated the 
alr, 

Or, Dissatisfaction with the government seems [0 
ave permeated every section of society. 

Petnicious adj. very destructive 
Usage: Cocaine consumption has had a pernicious 
"fect on urban society; it has destroyed families, 


__ med youngsters into drug peddlers, and increased 
ee Ue | Oe : 


Fe | the Spread of violent crimes. 
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perpetrate verb commit i” setae — aa 

ane pers¢ | a 

a horrible crime, eras =f erpetrate such 
perpetual adj, everlasting . 

Usage: The police info 


rmer lived ; 
of being discovered lived in perpetual fear 


and killed by the terrorists, 


extinctions 
Usage: Increasing the su 
Perpetuate 


continent. 


| pply of weapons wil] only 
the violence and anarchy in the sub 


Or, Some critics attack The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn because they believe Twain’s 
book perpetuates a false image of Blacks. 


‘perquisite noun any gain above Stipulated salary 


Usage: The perquisites attached to this job make it 
even more attractive than the salary indicates, 

persona noun public personality or facade 

Usage: Offstage the comedian was a sullen, irritable 
grumbler, a far cry from his ever cheerful adopted 
stage persona. 

personable adj. having a pleasing appearance and 
personality; attractive 

Usage: The man I am seeking to fill this position 
must be personable since he will be representing 
us before the public. 

perspicacious adj. having insight; penetrating; astute 

Usage: The brilliant lawyer was known for his 
perspicacious deductions. (perspicacity, N) 

pert adj. bold or impudent in speech or behaviour; 
impertinent; forward; chick and jaunty 

Usage: 1 think your pert and impudent remarks call 
for an apology. 

pertinacious adj. stubborn; persistent 

Usage: He is bound to succeed because his 
pertinacious nature will not permit him to quit. 

pertinent adj. to the point; relevant 

Usage: Virginia Woolf’s words on women’s rights 
are as pertinent today as they were when she wrote 
them nearly a century ago. 

perturb verb disturb greatly | 

Usage: The thought that electricity might be leaking 
out of the empty light bulb sockets perturbed my 
aunt so much that at night she crept about the house 
screwing fresh bulbs in the vacant spots. 
(perturbation, N) 

peruse verb to read throu 


rder to’ find the part one is interes 
newspaper a 


gh something, especially 

ted in... 
a an. to 

Usage: He opened the nd begal 


¢ been? the vacancy ads. 
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(philanthropist - precedent) 


ea SOG ReRS—S->—S 


philanthropist noun lover of mankind; doer of good 

Usage: In his role as philanthropist and public 
benefactor, Bill Gates donated millions to charity; 
as an individual. 

philistine noun narrow-minded person, uncultured 
and exclusively interested in material gain 

Usage: We need more men of culture and 
enlightenment; we have too many philistines among 
us. 

philology noun the love of learning and literature; 
study of language 

Usage: The professor of philology advocated the use 
of Esperanto as an international language. 


Note: ‘Esperanto’ is an invented language for 
international (chiefly European) use, based on 
word bases common to the main European 
languages; it has self-evident parts of speech (all 
nouns end in—o, all adjectives in —a, etc. ), a single 
and regular conjugation of verbs, a few simplified 
inflections, etc. 












phlegmatic adj. calm; not easily disturbed; 
emotionally unresponsive; apathetic; stolid 

Usage: The nurse was a cheerful but phlegmatic 
person, unexcited in the face of sudden emergencies. 

phobia noun morbid fear 

Usage: Her fear of flying was more than mere 
nervousness; it was a real phobia. 

phoenix noun symbol of immortality or rebirth 

Usage: Like the legendary phoenix rising from its 
ashes, Japan rose again after its destruction during 
the Second World War. 

phylum youn major class of plants; primary branch 
of animal kingdom; division 

Usage: In:sorting out her hundreds of packets of 
seeds, Nilam decided to file them by phylum. 

physiological adj. pertaining to the science of the 
function of living organisms 

Usage: To understand this disease fully, we must 
examine not only its physiological aspects but also 
its psychological elements. 

piebald adj. covered with patches or spots of two 


colours, esp. with white and black; mottled; spotteg 

Usage: The recent trend in the Fashion market shows 
the fashion designers’ inclination towards polka dot. 
Almost all the costumes showcased in the recently 
held India Fashion Week were piebald partially or 
completely. (Also N) 

picaresque adj. pertaining to rogues in literature 

Usage: Tom Jones has been hailed as one of the best 
picaresque novels in the English language. 








Note : Originally ‘picaresque’ is characteristic of 
a kind of fiction that originated in Spain and deals 
episodically with the adventures of a hero is or 
resembles a vagabond or rogue 






viecemeal adv. one piece at a time; gradually 

Usage: Tolstoy’s War and Peace is too huge to finish 
in one sitting; I’ll have to read it piecemeal. 

pied adj. variegated; multicoloured 

Usage: The pied piper of Hamelin got his name from 
the multicoloured clothing he wore. 

piety noun religious devotion; godliness 

Usage: The nuns in the convent were noted for their 
piety; they spent their days in worship and prayer. 
(pious, Adj.) 

pigment noun colouring matter 

Usage: Van gogh mixed various pigments with 
linseed oil to create his paints. 

pillage verb plunder 

Usage: The enemy pillaged the quiet village and left 
it in ruins. (Also N) 

pine verb languish; decline; long for; yearn 

Usage: Though she tried to be happy living with her 
husband, Chetan in the city, Sheela pined for the 
mountains and for her gruff but loving mother- 

pinnacle noun peak; the highest point; culmination: 
acme | 

Usage: We could see the morning sunlight il 


the pinnacle while the rest of the mountain Jay 
shadow. 


Juminate 


pious adj devout; religious 
Usage: The challenge for religious people 
how to be pious in the best sense, that 15; 


day is 


to be 


2A 








yout without becoming hypocritica] Or 
; anctimontous. (piety, N) | 

quant adj. pleasantly sharp or biting: stimulating 
io the taste 

sage: The piquant sauce added to our enjoyment 
af the meal. (piquancy, N) 

pique noun irritation; a al being slighted 
or disdained; ruffled pride; a fit of displeasure 

ysage: She showed her pique at her loss by refusing 
io appear with the other contestants at the end of 
the competition. (Also V) 

pique verb provoke or arouse; annoy 

Usage: “I know something you don’t know.” said 
Anita, trying to pigue Lata’s interest. 

pitfall noun hidden danger; concealed trap 

Usage; Her parents warned young Pragya against the 
many pitfalls that lay in wait for her in the big city. 

pithy adj. concise, meaningful; substantial: meaty 

Usage: While other girls might have gone on and on 
about how unpolished Niraj was, Neha summed it 
up in one pithy remark. “He's bogus!” 

pittance noun a small allowance or wage 

Usage: He could not live on the pittance he received 
as a pension and had to look tor an additional source 
of revenue, 

pivotal adj. crucial: key. vital 

Usage: The new ‘smart weapons’ technology played 
apivotal role in the quick resolution of the war with 
lraq. 

placate verb pacify; conciliate 

Usage: The store manager tried to placate the angry 
customer, offering to replace the damaged 
merchandise or to give back her money right away. 

placebo noun a harmless, unmeditated preparation 
Prescribed as a dummy pill to a patient merely to 
humour him 

Usage: In a controlled experiment, fifty volunteers 
Were given aspirin tablets; the control group 
teceived only placebos. 

Placid adj. peaceful: calm 

Usage: After his vacation in this placid section, he 
felt soothed and rested. . 
Plagiarism noun theft of another's ideas or writings 
Passed off as original 

Usage: The editor recognized the plagiarism and 
'ebuked the culprit who had presented the 
“Manuscript as original. 

Dlaginrize verb steal another’s ideas and pass them 
Off as one’s won 





(PHILANTHROPIgT _ PRECEDENT) il 273 


Usage: The teacher ¢ 
Plagiarized parts of 
Whole paragraphs s 
Literature. 


ould tell that the student had 


his Essay; she could recognize 


traight from text book of English 


Plaintive adj. mournful 


Usage: The cuckoo has a 


= plaintive and melancholy 


plasticity noun ability to be molded 


Usage: When clay dries out, it loses its plasticity 
and becomes less malleable. 

platitude noun trite remark: commonplace statement 

Usage: In giving advice to his son, old Polonius 
expressed himself only in platitudes, every word 
out of his mouth was commonplace, 


plaudit noun enthusiastically worded approval: 
round of applause 

Usage; The theatrical company reprinted the plaudits 
of the critics in its advertisements. 

plausible adj. having a show of truth but open to 
doubt; specious 

Usage; “I don’t see your excuse plausible so | can’t 
grant you leave”, said the dissatisfied employer. 

plenitude “oun abundance, completeness 

Usage: Looking in the pantry, we admired the 
plenitude of fruits and pickles we had preserved 
during the summer. 

plethora moun excess, overabundane 

Usage: She offered a plethora of excuses for her 
shortcomings. 

pliable adj. flexible; yielding; adaptable 

Usage: In remodeling the bathroom, we have 
replaced all the old, rigid lead pipes with new, 
pliable copper tubing. 

pliant adj. flexible; easily influenced | 

Usage: Pinocchio’s disposition was pliant; he was 
like putty in his tempters’ hands. 

plight noun condition, state (especially a bad state 
or condition); predicament _ 

Usage: Many people feel that the government . 0 
do more to alleviate the plight of the homarees. 

plumb adj. checking perpendicularity; vertical 


it is advisable to 
e: Before hanging wallpaper it 1s advis 


Usag ling as a guide. (Also 


drop a plumb line from the cél 
— f a bird 
sathers of a Dir 
lumage moun fea | | _ 
- e: Bird watchers identify different —s : 
bird by their characteristic songs and —_ | 


plumage. 
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plummet verb fall sharply 

Usage: Stock prices plummeted because of the 
uncertainties in the government. 

plutocracy noun society ruled by the wealthy 
Usage: From the way the government caters to the 
rich, you might think our society is a plutocracy 
rather than a democracy. 

podiatrist noun doctor who treats ailments of the 
feet 

Usage: He consulted a podiatrist about his fractured 
foot. 

podium noun pedestal; raised platform 

Usage: The audience applauded as the conductor 
made his way to the podium. 

poignancy noun quality of being deeply moving: 
keenness of emotion 

Usage: Watching the tearful reunion of the 
long-separated mother and child, the social worker 
was touched by the poignancy of the scene. 
(poignant, Adj.) 

polarize verb split into opposite extremes or camps 
Usage: The abortion issue has polarized the country 
into pro-choice and anti-abortion camps. 
(polarization, N) 

polemical adj. aggressive in verbal attack: 
disputatious 

Usage: Suchitra was a master of polemical rhetoric: 
she should have worn a T-shirt with the slogan 
“Born to Debate.” 

politic adj. expedient; prudent, well advised 
Usage: Even though he was disappointed by the size 
of the bonus he was offered, he did not think it 
politic to refuse it. 

polygamist noun one who has more than one spouse 
at a ume 

Usage: He was arrested as a polygamist when his 
two wives filed complaints against him. (Also 
polygamy, N) 

polyglot adj. speaking several languages 

Usage: New Delhi has become a polyglot community 
lately because of the thousands of immigrants who 
settle there. 

pomposity noun self-important behaviour, acting like 
a stuffed shirt 

Usage: Although the commencement speaker had 
some good things to say we had to laugh at his 
pomposity and general air of parading his own 
dignity. (pompous, Adj.) 


ponderous adj. weighty; unwieldy 





Usage: His humor lacked the light thought; his jokes 
were always ponderous. 

pontifical adj. pertaining to a bishop or pope: 
pompous or pretentious 

Usage: John seemed destined for a high pontificg) 
office. However, he sounded so pompous when he 
pontificated that he never was chosen pontiff after 
all. 

pore verb study industriously; ponder; scrutinize 

Usage: Determined to become a physician, Shabana 
spent hours poring ovet her anatomy text. 

porous adj, full of pores; like a sieve 

Usage: Dancers like to wear porous clothing because 
it allows the ready passage of water and air, 

portend verb foretell; presage 

Usage: The king did not know what his dreams might 
portend so he asked his soothsayers to interpret 
them. 

portent Noun sign, omen, forewarning 

L'sape: He regarded the black cloud as a pertent of 
evil. 

portly adj. stately, stout 

i seve, The overweight gentleman was referred to 
as portly by the polite sales clerk. 

poser voit person who pretends to be sophisticated, 
clegant, ctc., to Impress others 

t'seees Some thought MF Hussain is a brilliant 
painter; others dismissed hum as a poseur. 

posterity noun descendants; future generations 

{'save: We hope to leave a better world to posterity. 

posthumous adj. after death (as of child born after 
father’s death or book published after author's 
death) 

Usage: The critics ignored his works during his 
lifetime, it was only after the posthumous 
publication of his last novel that they recognized 
his great talent. 

postulate noun & verb essential premise; underlying 
assumption; to assume something to be true, real or 
necessary, (even without any solid proof of it): 
take as self-evident 

Usage: The basic postulate of democracy, s¢t forth 
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: !§ 
that all men are created equal. 

potable adj. suitable for drinking . 

Usage: The recent drought in the Middle Adanue 
States has emphasized the need for extensive 


research in ways of making sea water potable, 
(Also N) 
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atent adj. powerful; persuasive; greatly influential 

rysage: Looking at the expiration date on the cough 

bottle, we wondered whether the medication 

would still be potent. (potency, N) 

potentate noun monarch; sovereign 

ysage: The potentate spent more time at Singapore 
than he did at home or his throne. 

potential ad). expressing possibility; latent 

vsage: This juvenile delinquent is a potential 
murderer. (Also N) 

potion noun dose (of liquid) 

Usage: Tristram and Isolde drink a love potion in 
the first act of the opera. | 

practicable adj. feasible 

Usage: The Board of Directors decided that the plan 
was practicable and agreed to undertake the project. 

practical adj. based on experience; useful 

Usage: He was a practical man, opposed to theory. 

practitioner noun someone engaged in a profession 
(law, medicine) 

Usage: In need of a hip replacement, Mr. Malhotra 
sought a practitioner with considerable experience 
performing this particular surgery. 

pragmatic adj. & noun practical (as opposed to 
idealistic); concerned with the practical worth or 
impact of something 

Usage: This coming trip to France should provide 
me with a pragmatic test of the value of my 


conversational French class. 

pragmatist noun practical person 

Usage: No pragmatist enjoys becoming involved in 
a game he can never win. 

prank noun mischievous trick 

Usage: Is tipping over garbage cans on Halloween 
merely a childish prank in America, or is it 
vandalism? 

prate verb speak foolishly; boast idly 

Usage: Let us not prate about our good qualities; 
rather, let our virtues speak for themselves. 

prattle verb to speak in a childish way; babble 

Usage: Baby Pinky prattled on and on about the cats 
and her Barbie doll. (Also N) 

preamble noun introductory statement 

Usage: In the preamble to the Constitution, the 
purpose of the document is put forth. 

precarious adj. uncertain; risky; dependent upon the 
will or favour of another person 

Usage: Saying the stock would be a precarious 
investment, the broker advised her client against 
purchasing it. (precariousness, N) 

precedent noun something preceding in time that 
may be used as an authority or guide for future 
action 

Usage: The law professor asked Santosh to state 


which famous case served as a precedent for the 


court’s decision on Jessica Lall murder case. 
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precept noun practical rule, guiding conduct 
Usage: “Do good to all” is a worthwhile precept. 
precinct noun district or division of a city 
Usage: His detective novels set in the precinct 
provide an exciting picture of police work. 
precipice noun cliff; dangerous position 
Usage: Suddenly Santosh found himself dangling 
from the edge of a precipice. 
precipitate adj. rash; premature; hasty; sudden 
Usage: Though I was angry enough to resign on the 
spot, I had enough sense to keep myself from 
quitting a job in such a precipitate. 
precipitate yerb throw headlong; hasten 
Usage: The removal of arms and ammunitions 
support appears to have precipitated the downfall 
of the guerrilla movement of the terrorists. 
precipitous adj. steep; overhasty 
Usage: This hill is difficult to climb because it is so 
precipitous; one slip and our descent will be 
precipitous as well. | 
précis noun concise summing up of main points 
Usage: Before making her presentation at the 
conference, Tulika wrote up a neat précis of the 
major elements she would cover. 
precise adj. strictly defined; accurately stated; 
definite; speaking definitely or distinctly with no 
variation; minutely exact 
Usage: If you don’t give me precise directions and a 
map, I’ll never find your place. 
preclude yerb make impossible; eliminate 
Usage: The fact that the band was already booked to 
play in Hollywood on New Year’s Eve precluded 
their accepting the New Year’s Eve programmeme 
in London they were offered. 
precocious adj. advanced in development 
Usage: Listening to the grown-up way, the child 
discussed serious topics, we couldn’t help remarking 
how precocious she was. (precocity, N) 
precursor noun forerunner 


Usage: Though Gray and Burns share many traits 
with the Romantic poets who followed them, most 


critics consider them precursors of the Romantic 
Movement, not true Romantics. 

predator noun creature that seizes and devours 
another animal; person who robs or exploits others 

Usage: Not just cats, but a wide variety of predators- 
owls, hawks, weasels, foxes—catch mice for dinner. 
A carnivore is by definition predatory, for it preys 
on weaker creatures. (predatory, Adj.) 

predecessor noun former occupant of a post 

Usage: 1 hope I can live up to the fine example set 
by my late predecessor in this office. 

predetermine verb predestine; settle or decide 
beforehand; influence markedly 

Usage: Romeo and Juliet believed that fate had 
predetermined their meeting. 

predicament noun tricky or dangerous situation, 
dilemma 

Usage: Tied to the railroad tracks by the villain, 
Naresh strained against his bonds. How would he 
escape from this terrible predicament? 

nredilection noun partiality, preference 

Usage: Although I have written all sorts of poetry 
over the years, I have a definite predilection tor 
occasional verse. 

predispose verb give an inclination toward 

Usage: Genetic influences apparently predispose 
people to certain forms of cancer. 

preeminent adj. outstanding; superior 

Usage: The ex-cabinet minister traveled to the US 
because he wanted the preeminent surgeon in the 
field to perform the operation. 

preempt verb to acquire (public land) by preemption, 
to seize before anyone else can, excluding others; 
appropriate beforehand; appropriate for oneself; 
supplant 

Usage: Hoping to preempt any attempts by the 
opposition to make educational reform 4 hot 
political issue, the candidate set out her ow? plan 
to revitalize the public schools. (preemptive, Ady. 

preen verb make one'self tidy in appearance; feel self: 
satisfaction 

Usage: As Neeta preened before the mirror, carefully 
smoothing her shining hair, she couldn’t help 
preening over how pretty she looked. 
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-ehensile adj. capable of grasping or holding 
p p: Monkeys use not only their arms and legs 
3 also their prehensile tails in traveling through 
he trees. | 

relate noun church dignitary 
ysage: The Archbishop of Moscow and some high- 
-anking prelates visited the Russian orthodox 


seminary. 
relude noun introduction; forerunner 


P . . | 
sage: 1 am afraid that this border raid is the prelude 


to more serious attacks. 
premeditate verb plan in advance 


Usage: She had premeditated the murder for months, 
reading about common poisons and buying weed 
killer that contained arsenic. 

premise noun assumption; postulate 

Usage: Based on the premise that there’s no fool 
like an old fool, the owner hired a ninety-year-old 
clown for his circus. 7 

premonition noun forewarning 

Usage: We ignored these premonitions of disaster 
because they appeared to be based on childish fears. 

preposterous adj. absurd; ridiculous 

Usage: We all were amused at her preposterous 
excuse. 

prerogative noun privilege; unquestionable right 
Usage: The president cannot levy taxes; that is the 
prerogative of the legislative branch of government. 
presage verb foretell 
Usage: The vultures flying overhead presaged th 
discovery of the corpse in the desert. | 
prescience noun ability to foretell the future 
Usage: Given the current wave of China-bashing, it 
does not take prescience for me to foresee problems 
in our future trade relations with China. 
Presentiment noun feeling something will happen; 
anticipatory fear; premonition 
Usage: Saying goodbye at the airport, I had a sudden 
Presentiment that this was perhaps the last time I 
Would see my ailing father. 

Prestige noun impression produced by achievement 

OF reputation 

Usage: Many students want to go to Harvard College 
Not for the education offered but for the prestige of 
Harvard’s name. 

Presumptuous adj. overconfident; impertinently 
bold; taking liberties , 
Usage: Mona thought it was . somewhat 
Presumptuous of the young man to have addressed 
her without first having been introduced. 
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Pretentious adj. 


eee OStentatious: 
unjustified claim ‘ 


’ » Pompous; makin 
S; OVerly ambitious " 


yours? 
ne adj. beyond what is normal in nature 
Sage: 
age. My mother’s total ability to tej] when I 
lying struck me =s 


as almost preternatural. 
pretext noun excuse 


Usage: 
g He looked for a good pretext to get out of 
paying a visit to his aunt. 
prevail verb induce: triumph over 


Usage: He tried to prevail on 


her to type hi 
for him. a 


prevalent adj. widespread; generally accepted 

Usage: Corruption, bribery and nepotism is prevalent 
In every sector, public or private, of the present 
India. 

prevaricate verb to turn aside from, or evade the 
truth; equivocate, to lie 

Usage: Some people believe that to prevaricate in a 
good cause is not justifiable and regard such a 
statement as a ‘white lie.’ 

prey noun target of a hunt; victim 

Usage: No matter what the judiciary or the media 
say, I regard him the prey of our plutocratic social 
system. (Also V) 


prim adj. very precise and formal; exceedingly 
proper 


Usage: Many people commented on the contrast _ 


between the prim attire of the young lady and the 
inappropriate clothing worn by her escort. 

primordial adj. existing at the beginning (of time); 
rudimentary 

Usage: The tribes of Madhya Pradesh are perhaps 
one of our primordial ancestors. 

primp verb groom oneself with care; adorn oneself 

Usage: The groom stood by idly while his nervous 
bride-to-be primped one last time before the mirror. 

pristine adj, characteristic of earlier times; primitive; 
unspoiled So 

Usage: This area has been preserved in all its pristine 
wildness. 


; . 
rivation noun hardship, wan | 
“iad In his youth days, he had had his first hand 


experience on hunger and privation. 
probe verb explore with tools 
Usage: The surgeon p 


matter before suturing it. (Also N) 
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robed the wound for foreign 
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Note: In Surgery , ‘suturing’ is the act or method 
of joining together the two edges of a wound or 
incision by stitching or similar means 


problematic adj. doubtful; unsettled; questionable; 
perplexing 

Usage: Given the way building costs have exceeded 
estimates for the job, whether the arena will ever 
be completed is problematic. 

proclivity noun inclination; natural tendency 

Usage: Watching the two year old voluntarily put 
away his toys; I was amazed by his proclivity for 
neatness. 

procrastinate verb postpone; delay or put off 

Usage: Looking at four years of receipts and checks 
he still had to sort through, Mr. Mehta was truly 
sorry he had procrastinated for so long and not 
finished filing his taxes long ago. 

prod verb poke; stir up; urge 

Usage: If you prod him hard enough, he’ll eventually 
reveal all the secrets. 

prodigal adj. wasteful; reckless with money 

Usage: Don’t be so prodigal spending my money; 
when you’ ve earned some money yourself, you can 
waste it as much as you want, said the father angrily 
to his extravagant son. (Also N) 

prodigious adj. marvelous, enormous 

Usage: Watching the champion weight lifter heave 
the weighty barbell to shoulder height and then 
boost it overhead, we marveled at his prodigious 
strength. 

prodigy noun marvel; highly gifted child 

Usage: Kanika was a prodigy. Performing wonders 
on her violin when she was barely eight years old. 

profane verb violate, desecrate; treat unworthily 

Usage: The members of the mysterious Far Eastern 
cult sought to kill the British explorer because he 
had profaned the sanctity of their holy goblet by 
using it as an ashtray. (Also Adj.) 

profligate adj. dissipated; wasteful; wildly immoral 

Usage: Although surrounded by wild and profligate 
companions, she nevertheless managed to retain 
some sense of decency. 

profound adj. deep; not superficial; complete 

Usage: Freud’s remarkable insights into human 
behaviour caused his fellow scientists to honour him 
as a profound thinker. (profundity, N) 


profusion noun overabundance; lavish expenditure; 


excess | 300 
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Usage: Niel was so overwhelmed by the Profusion 
of choices on the menu that he knocked ove; his 
wine glass and soaked his host. He made Profuse 
apologies to his host, the waiter, the people at the 
next table, and the attendant handing out Pape, 
towels. 

progenitor noun ancestor 

Usage: The Roth family, whose Progenitors 
emigrated from Germany, early in the nineteenth 
century, settled in Peru, Illinois. 

progeny noun children, offspring 

Usage: He was proud of his progeny in general, but 
regarded George as the most promising of all his 
children. 

prognosis noun forecasted course of a disease: 
prediction 
Usage: If the doctor’s prognosis is correct, the 
patient will be in the ICU for at least twenty-four 
hours. 

projectile noun missile 

Usage: Man has always hurled projectile at his 
enemy whether in the form of stone's or the present 
day highly expensive shells. 

oroletarian noun member of the working class; blue 
colour (designating or of industrial workers, esp. 
the semi-skilled and unskilled ) 

Usage: “Workers of the world, unite! You have 
nothing to lose but your chains”, said the union 
leader to the proletarians. (proletariat, N) 

proliferation noun rapid growth; spread; 
multiplication 

Usage: Time of economic hardship inevitably 
encourages the proliferation of countless get-rich- 
quick schemes. (proliferate, V) 

prolific adj. abundantly fruitful 

Usage: My editors must assume I’ m a prolific writer, 
they expect me to revise six books this year! 

prolixity noun tedious wordiness; verbosity — 

Usage: A writer who suffers from prolixity tells his 
readers everything they never wanted to know about 
his subject (or were too bored to ask). (prolix, Adj.) 

prologue noun introduction (to a poem of play) . 

Usage: In the prologue to Romeo and Juliet 
Shakespeare introduces the audience tO the feud 
between the Montagues and the Capulet. 

prolong verb make longer; draw out; lengthe? 

Usage: In their determination to discove! way i 
prolong human life, doctors fail to take jnto aocour j 
that longer lives are not always happier ones: a 

7 


prominent adj. conspicuous; notable; sticking out 
sage: Have you ever noticed that Prince Charles’s 
prominent ears make him look like the big-eared 
character in mad comics? 
somiscuous 4dj. mixed indiscriminately; haphazard: 
irregular, particularly sexually 

Usage: In the Opera La Boheme, we get a picture of 
the promiscuous life led by the young artists of 
Paris. 

promontory “oun headland 

Usage: They erected a lighthouse on the promontory 
{0 warn approaching ships of their nearness to the 
shore. 

promote verb help to flourish; advance in rank; 
publicize 

Usage: The NGO working for the noble cause of 
educating street children ceaselessly promotes the 
welfare of young destitutes everywhere. 

prompt verb cause; provoke; provide a cue for an 
actor | 

Usage: What prompted you to ask for such a big 
piece of cake when you’re on a diet? 

promulgate verb proclaim a doctrine or law; make 
known by official publication; to make widespread 

Usage: Organizing such transnational cultural 
programmes will definitely promulgate the better 
understanding of the custom and tradition of the 
other countries. 

Prone adj. inclined to; prostrate 
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Usage: She Was prone to sudden fits of anger during 
which she would lie prone on the floor all hysteric 
and screaming at others. 

propagate verb multiply; spread 


Usage: Since bacteria propagate more quickly in 
unsanitary environments, it is important to keep 
hospital rooms clean. 


propellants noun substances that propel or drive 
forward 

Usage: The development of our missile programme 
has forced our scientists to seek more powerful 
propellants. 

propensity noun natural inclination 

Usage: Convinced of his own talent, J amshed has 
an unfortunate propensity to belittle the talents of 
others. 

prophetic adj. foretelling the future 

Usage: I have no magical prophetic powers; when | 
predict what will happen, I base my predictions on 
my intuitions. (prophesy, V) 

propinguity noun nearness; kinship 

Usage: There relationship could not be explained as 
being on mere propinquity, they were more than 
relatives, they were true friends. 

propitiate verb to cause to become ania 
‘nclined; win or regain the good will of; appease 

Usage: The tribal devotees offered sacrifices to 


propitiate the deity. 
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ramble verb wander aimlessly (physically or 
mentally) 
Usage: Listening to the teacher’s ramtble, Junaid 
wondered whether he’d ever get to his point. 
ramification noun branching out; sub division 
Usage: We must examine all the ramifications of 
this problem. 
ramify verb divide into branches or sub divisions 
Usage; When the plant begins to ramify, it is 
advisable to nip off most of the new branches. 
ramp noun slope; inclined plane 
Usage: The house was built with ramps instead of 
-stair in order to enable the man in the wheelchair to 
move easily from room to room and floor to floor. 
rampant adj. growing in profusion; unrestrained 
Usage: The rampant weeds in the garden choked 
the flowers until they died. 
ramshackle adj. loose and rickety; likely to fall to 
pieces; falling apart 
Usage: There is aramshackle old shed at the corner 
of the garden. 
rancid adj. having the odor of stale fat 
Usage: A rancid odour filled the air and nauseated 
everyone. 
rancor noun bitterness; hatred 
Usage: Thirty years after the war, she could not let 
go of the past but was still consumed with rancor 
against her foe. 
random adj. without definite purpose, plan, or arm; 
haphazard 
Usage: Although the sponsor of the raffle claimed 
all winners were chosen at random, people had their 
suspicions when the grand prize went to the 
sponsor’s brother-in-law. 
rankle verb irritate; fester 
Usage: The memory of having been jilted rankled 
him for years. 


rant verb rave; talk excitedly; scold; make a 


grandiloquent speech 

Usage: When he heard that I’d sold the family car, 
dad began to rant at me like a complete madman. 

rapacious adj. excessively greedy; predatory 

Usage: The rapacious brigands stripped the villagers 
of all their possessions. (rapacity, N) 

rapport noun emotional closeness; harmony 

Usage: In team teaching, it is important that all 
teachers in the group have good rapport with one 
another. 

rapt adj. absorbed; enchanted 

Usage: Caught up in the wonder of the storyteller’s 
tale, the rapt listeners sat motionless, hanging on 
his every word. 

rarefied adj. made less dense (of a gas) 


Usage: The mountain climbers had difficulty 
breathing in the rarefied atmosphere. (rarefy, V) 

raspy adj. grating; harsh . 

Usage: The landlady’s raspy voice woke me up early 
in the morning. 

ratify verb approve formally; confirm; verify 

Usage: Party leaders doubted that they had enough 
votes in both houses of the Parliament to ratify the 
constitutional amendment. 

ratiocination noun reasoning; act of drawing 
conclusions from premises 

Usage: While Watson was a man of average 
intelligence, Holmes was a genius, whose gift for 
ratiocination made him a superb detective. 

rationale noun fundamental reason or justification; 
grounds for an action 

Usage: Her need to have some place to hang her ear- 
ring collection was Sweta’s rationale for piercing 
fifteen holes in each ear. 

rationalize verb give a plausible reason for an action 
in place of a true, less admirable one; offer an excuse 

Usage: She rationalized the expense by saying that 
the costly carpet she had bought would last longer 
than a cheaper one. 

raucous adj. harsh and shrill; disorderly and 
boisterous 

Usaze: The raucous crowd of New Year’s Eve 
revelers got progressively noisier as midnight drew 
nearer. 

raye noun overwhelmingly favourable review 

Usage: His latest book received rave reviews in 
homeland as well as abroad. 


ravel verb fall apart into tangles; unravel or untwist; 
entangle 


Usage: A single thread pulled loose, and the entire 
scarf started to ravel, | 

ravenous adj. extremely hungry 

Usage: The ravenous dog upset several garbage pails 
in its search for food, 

raze verb to completely destroy a city, building ete. 

Usage: The buildings on unauthorized land were 
razed to the ground by the MCD authorities. 

reactionary adj. recoiling from progress; politically 
ultraconservative; a. person who is opposed t0 
political or social change or new ideas 

Usage: Reactionary forces in the industry 4° 
preventing its progress towards greater efficiency: 

realm noun kingdom: field or sphere 

Usage: In the animal realm, the lion is the king of 
beasts, 

reaper noun one who harvests grain 


Usage: The reaper has already cut down the ripened 
tain. (reap, V) 





no yp snub; beat back | | 
: : = ce rebuffed his invitation so smoothly that 
BP not realize he had been snubbed. (Also N) 
ie ok » verb scold harshly; criticize severely 
a >; No matter how sharply the mistress rebuked 
pas’ want for his negligence, he never talked back 
just stood there like a stump. (Also N) 
ttl noun refutation; response with contrary 
evidence 
- rage: The defense lawyer confidently listened to 
ihe prosecutor sum up his case, sure that she could 
answer his arguments in her rebuttal. 
-lcitrant adj. obstinately stubborn; determined 
i resist authority; unruly 


sage: Which animal do you think is more 
recalcitrant, a pig or a mule? 

recant verb disclaim or disavow; retract a previous 
statement; openly confess error 

Usage: Those who can, keep true to their faith; those 
who can't recant. 

Or, Hoping to make Joan of Arc recant her sworn 


testimony, her English captors tried to convince her 
that her visions had been sent to her by the Devil. 


recapitulate verb summarize 
Usage: Let us recapitulate what has been said in the 
meeting before proceeding to implement it. 


recast verb reconstruct (a sentence, story, etc); 
fashion again 







Usage: Let me recast this sentence in terms your 
feeble brain can grasp; in words of one syllable, 
you are a fool. : 

receptive adj. quick or willing to receive ideas, 
suggestions etc. 

Usage: | am receptive to all suggestions coming from 
my clients. 

recession noun withdrawal; retreat; time of low 
Cconomic activity 

Usage: The slow recession of the flood waters 
created problems for the crews working to restore 
power to the area. (recede, V) 

recidivism noun habitual return to crime 

Usage: Prison reformers in India are disturbed by 
the high rate of recidivism; the number of men 
Serving second and third terms in prison indicates 
the failure of prisons to rehabilitate the inmates. 

recipient noun receiver 

Usage: Although he had been the recipient of many 







reciprocate verh ; 


” 


“a 
{= 


(QUAY RecuR 


epay in kind th 


Usage: ‘« 
§e: Sadly, MY feelings fy 


reciprocated. 
Or, We iny; ; 
Avited them to dj 
ea: inner : 
| €ciprocated, (reciprocity, ‘) ; 
—e noun hermit; loner 
Sage: Pp; 
“8e: Disappointed in love 
recluse: she | 


and refused 
Adj.) 


reconcile yerb 
correct inconsi 
. stenci . 
friendly after a quarrel es; become 


im were not. 


Week later they 


Usage: Each month when Wwe try to reconcile 
checkbook with the bank Statement, we oa 
However, despite these monthly nce quarrels: 
we always manage to reconcile. | 


ReCannalssn nee noun survey of enemy soldiers: 
reconnoitering 

Usage: “If you encounter any enemy soldiers during 
your reconnaissance, capture them for 
questioning”, said the Army Commanding Officer. 

recount verb narrate or tell; count over again 

Usage: A born storyteller, my father loved to recount 
anecdotes about his early years in Bangalore. 

recourse noun resorting to help when in trouble 

Usage: The boy’s only recourse was to appeal to his 
father for aid. 

recrimimation noun countercharges 

Usage: Loud and angry recriminations were het 
answer to his accusations. 

rectify verb set right; correct 

Usage: You had better sent a cheque to rectify your 
account before your bank cancels your credit card. 

rectitude noun uprightness; moral virtue; correctness 
of judgment _ 

Usage: An austere man of unquestioned moral — 
rectitude, the spiritual guru inspired deep devotion 
in those who worked for him. 

recumbent adj. reclining; lying down completely or 
in part . 

Usage: The command “AT CEASE” does not permit 
you to take a recumbent position. | 

recuperate verb recover, get back (said of losses, | 
health etc.) | 

Usage: The doctors were worried because the patient 
did not recuperate as rapidly as they had expected, : 








(recuperation, N) -“ 
recurrent adj. occurring again and again ala Maes 
ge: Dad’s recurrent asthma attacks disturbed us se 

st fo we consulted a physician. T= ee tr 


‘ 


favours, he was not grateful to his benefactors. 
.. Tetiprocal adj. mutual: exchangeable; interacting 
Rees i a ¥ ; 4 : . = 
—: * USape: rocal trade 
= _*4ge: The two nations signed a recip 
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(redolent — rescind) 
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redolent adj. fragrant; odorous; suggestive of an odor 
Usage: Even though it is February, the air is redolent 
of spring. 
redoubtable adj. formidable; causing fear 
Usage: During the Cold War period, neighbouring 
countries tried not to offend the Russians because 
they could be redoubtable foes. ~ 
redress noun remedy; compensation 
Usage: Do you mean to tell me that Ican get no redress 
for my injuries? (Also V) 
redundant adj. superfluous; repetitious; excessively 
wordy 
Usage: “In your essay, you repeat several points 
unnecessarily; try to be less redundant in the future’, 
said the teacher. (redundancy, N) 
reek verb emit (odor) 
Usage: The room reeked with stale tobacco smoke. 
(Also N) 
refraction noun bending of a ray of light 
Usage: When you look at a stick inserted in water, it 
looks bent because of the refraction of the light by 
the water. 
refractory adj. stubborn; unmanageable 
Usage: His refractory ways are going to cost him 
heavily. 
refrain verb abstain from; resist . 
Usage: The lovers refrained from talking until we 
knew that it was safe. os 
Or, The sign on the wall said, “PLEASE REFRAIN 
FROM SMOKING”. . 
refurbish verb renovate; make bright by polishing 
Usage: The flood left a deposit of mud on everything; 
we had to refurbish our belongings. 
refute verb disprove; to prove (a person or an 
argument) to be wrong; confute 
Usage: The defense called several respectable 
witnesses to refute the charge put on him. 
regal adj. of a monarch; royal; splendid, stately; 
magnificent 
Usage: He made a regal entrance in the ballroom. 
regale verb entertain by providing a splendid feast; 
delight with something pleasing or amusing 
Usage: He regaled us with tales of his adventures in 


Africa. 


regime noun method or system of government 


Usage: When the French mention the old regime, they 
refer to the government existing before the 


revolution. 

regimen noun prescribed diet an 
in order to improve one’s health 

Usage: After his heart attack the doctor put him ona 
strict regimen. 

rehabilitate verb restore to proper condition 

Usage: We must rehabilitate those whom we send to 
prison. 

reimburse verb repay or compensate (a person) for 
expenses, damages, losses etc. 

Usage: Your expenses would be reimbursed when 
you produce your bills. (reimbursement, N) 

reiterate verb repeat 

Usage: He reiterated the warning to make sure 
everyone understood it. : 

vej@inder noun retort; comeback; reply 

Usaze: When someone has been rude to me, I find it 
particularly satisfying to come up with a quick 
rejoinder. - * 

rejuvenate verb make feel or seem young again; bring 
back to youthful strength, appearance etc. 

Usage: The charlatan claimed that his elixir would 
rejuvenate the aged and weary. 

relegate verb banish to an inferior position; delegate, 
assign 

Usage: She resigned when she was relegated to a desk 
job. 

relent verb give in ! 

Usage: When her stern father would not relent and 
allow her to marry Robert Browning, Elizabeth 
Barrett eloped with her suitor. (relentless, Adj.) 

relevant adj. pertinent; referring to the case in hand 

Usage: How relevant Virginia Woolf’s essays are ' 
women writers of today! It’s as if Woolf, in the 19305 
foresaw our current literary struggles. (relevancy: N) 

relic noun surviving remnant; memento 

Usag é- Egypt’s Department of Antiquities prohibits . 
tourists from taking mummies and other ancient 
relics out of the country. = 

gd oe his photos of his trip to Egypt in a 

other relics of his travels. 


d habits especially 


one? 


+ on ARS 

Was’: 

i@ mee: 

| oe 

Sil why 
f oa q 
tary aa 
ae. =U 


lish yerb savor; enjoy 
__p-1don't relish telling her that her son has been 
peste (Also N) 

mediable adj. reparable; that can be remedied 
sage? Let us be grateful that the damage is 
remediable 

medial adj. providing or intended to provide a 
remedy; curative; corrective 
sage: Because he was a slow reader, he decided to 
take a course in remedial reading. 
reminiscence noun recollection 


Usage: Her reminiscences of her experiences are so 
fascinating that she ought to write a book. 
remiss 2dj. careless in or negligent about attending to 
a task; lax in the performance of duty 
Usage: The guard was accused of being remiss in his 
duty when the prisoner escaped. 
remission “oun temporary moderation of disease 
symptoms; cancellation of a debt; forgiveness or 
pardon 
Usage: Though he had been treated for cancer, his 
symptoms were in remission, and he was considered 
fitenough to handle the strains of Assembly Election. 
remnant noun what is left over; remainder; residue 
Usage: I suggest that you wait until the store places 
the remnants of these goods on sale. 
remonstrance noun protest; objection 
Usage: The authorities were deaf to the pastor's 
remonstrances about the lack of police protection 
in the area, (remonstrate, V) 
remorse noun guilt; self-reproach 
Usage: The murderer felt no remorse for his crime. 
remunerative adj. compensating; rewarding 
Usage: I find my new work so remunerative that I 
May not return to my previous employment. 
(remuneration, N) 
rend verb split; tear apart 
Usage: In his grief, he tried to rend his garments. 
rent noun a large hole in a piece of material 
Usage : There was a large rent in his parachute. 
render verb deliver; provide; represent 
Usage: He rendered aid to the needy and indigent. 
_ Yendition noun translation; artistic interpretation of a 
Song etc. | 
ay Usage: The audience cheered enthusiastically as she 
_ Sompleted her rendition of the aria (a song sung by 


_-.. OR€ person in-an opera). 









tor r 
renege verb deny; go b oe as’ 
Usage; He reneged on 


(renunciation, N) * came form God, 


renovate verb restore to 

Usage: The construc 
houses and sells the 

renown “oun fame 


800d condition: renew 


tion company renovates old 
mM at a profit. 


Usage: For many years an unheralded researcher 
Barbara Mc Clintock gained international renown 
when she won the Nobel Prize in Phy 
Medicine. (renowned, Adj.) 


rent noun a hole or gap made by rending or tearing, 
as a torn place in cloth, a fissure in the earth etc. rip; 
split, a breach of relation (as between persons or in 
an organized group); Schism 

Usage: Monika did an excellent job of mending the 
rent in the lining of her coat. 


siology and 







Note : The word ‘rent’, as noun and verb could 
also mean ‘real estate or other property yielding 
and income’ or ‘to get temporary possession.and 
use of (a house, car etc.) by paying rent’ 


reparable adj. capable of being repaired 

Usage: Fortunately, the damages we suffered in the 
accident were reparable and our car looks brand new. 

reparation noun amends; compensation 


Usage: At the peace conference, the defeated country 
promised to pay reparations to the victors. 


repast noun meal; feast; banquet 


Usage: The caterers prepared a delicious repast for 


Saket and Poonam’s wedding party. 

repeal verb revoke; annul 

Usage: Many NGOs working for the cause of Human 
Rights are campaigning for the repeal of the laws of 
Capital Punishment. 

repel verb drive away; disgust 

Usage: At first, his ferocious appearance repelled me, 
but later I came to love the tender heart hidden behind 
that beastly exterior. | 

driving away; unattractive | 

d the odour so repellent that 

where this liquid has been 


repellent @d/. 
Usage: Mosquitoes fin 
they leave any spot 


: sprayed. (Also N) _ “ 
nti oun rebound; reverberation; reaction; 


often indirect effect of or reaction to 
usually used in plural form) 


repercussion 7 
a far-reaching, 
| IHG event or action ( 
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Usage; 1 am afraid that this unfortunate incident will 
have serious repercussions. 
repertoire "our list of works of music, drama, etc., 
a performer is prepared to present 
Usage: The opera company decided to include the 
new artist in its repertoire for the following season. 
replenish verb fill up again (as by furnishing a new 
supply) 
Usage: Before she could take another backpacking 
trip, Tara had to replenish her stock of freeze dried 
foods. 
Or, Does your glass need replenishing? 
replete adj. filled to the brim or to the point of being 
stuffed; abundantly supplied 
Usage: The movie star’s memoir was replete with 
juicy details about his love life. 
replica noun a reproduction or copy of a work of 
art, esp. a copy by the maker of the original 
Usage: Are you going to hang this replica of the 
Undivided India in the Pre Independence era in the 
classroom or in the auditorium? 
replicate verb reproduce; duplicate 
Usage: Because he had always wanted a palace, the 
Business Magnet decided to replicate the Taj Mahal 
in miniature on his estate. 

repository noun storehouse 

Usage: Libraries are repositories of the world’s best 
thoughts. 

reprehensible adj. deserving blame 

Usage: Shocked by the viciousness of the bombing, 
politicians of every party uniformly condemned the 
terrorists’ reprehensible deed. 

repress verb restrain; crush; oppress 

Usage: Anne’s parents tried to curb her impetuosity 
without repressing her boundless high spirits. 

reprieve noun temporary stay 

Usage: During the twenty-four-hour reprieve, the 
lawyers sought to make the stay of execution 
permanent. (Also V) 

reprimand verb reprove severely; rebuke 

Usage: Every time Asha made a mistake in class, 
she was afraid that Miss Barkha would reprimand 
her and tell her father how badly she was doing in 
school, (Also N) 

Or, His boss gave him a severe reprimand for being 
negligent in his work. 

reprisal noun the forcible seizure of property or 
subjects in retaliation for an injury inflicted by 


another country; injury done or the doing of injury, 
in return or injury received, specific in war (as the 


killing of prisoner) 
Usage: 1 am confident that we are ready for any 


reprisals our opponents may undertake. 

reprise noun musical repetition; repeat performance. 
recurrent action | 

Usage: We enjoyed her solo performance SO much 
that we were delighted by its reprise in the finale, 

repreach verb express disappr oval or disappointment 

Usage: His mother reproached him for not eating al] 
his dinner. 

Or, You have nothing to reproach yourself for. 
(reproachful, Adj.) 

reprobate Noun person hardened in sin, devoid of a 
sense of decency; person of bad character and habits 

Usage: I cannot understand why he has so many 
admirers if he is such a reprobate. 

reprove verb censure; rebuke 

Usage: The principal severely reproved the students 
whenever they talked in the halls. 

repudiate verb disown, disavow; to refuse to accept 
something or someone as true, good or reasonable 

Usage: He repudiated the allegations that he had tried 
to deceive his clients. 

Or, | utterly repudiate those demeaning remarks. 

repugnant adj. loathsome; hateful 

Usage; She found the snake repugnant and looked 
on it with loathing and fear. 

repulsion noun distaste; act of driving back, Hating 
bloodshed | 

Usege: She viewed war with repulsion. Even 
defensive battles distressed her, for the repulsion of 
enemy forces is never accomplished bloodlessly. 

reputable adj. respectable 

Usage: If you want to buy antiques look for reputable 
dealer; far too many dealers today pass off fakes as 
genuine antiques. 

reputed adj. generally accounted or supposed to be 
such 

Usage: They employed him because of his reputed 
skill in dealing with the press. (repute, N) 

requiem noun a mass singing (in Christian religious 
ceremony) for the dead; dirge 

Usage: They played Mozart’s requiem at the funeral. 

requisite noun necessary requirement 

Usage: Many colleges state that a student must offer 
three years of a language as a requisite for admission. 

requite verb repay; revenge 

Usage: The wretch requited his benefactors by 
betraying them, 

= verb to revoke; repeal or cancel (a law, order, 
etc. 

Usage: Because of the public outcry against the 
reservation quota , the HRD Minister proposed 4 bill 


to rescind the unpopular measure. (rescindable, Adj; 
rescinder, N) 


a 
-esentment noun indignati 
ysage: Not wanting to appear a sore loser, Mohit 
ried to hide resentment of Sailendra’s success. 
reserve noun self-control; formal but distant manner 


page: Although some girls were attracted by Dev’s 
air of reserve, Rekha was put off by it, for she 
felt his aloofness indicated a lack of openness. 
(reserved, Adj.) 

residue noun remainder; balance 

Usage: In his will, he requested that after payment 
of debts, taxes, and funeral expense, the residue be 
given to his wife and children. (residual, Adj.) 

resigned adj. accepting one’s fate; unresisting; 
patiently submissive 

Usage: Resigned to his downtrodden existence, 
Mahesh was too meek to protest his rich brother’s 
bullying. (resignation, N) 

resilient adj. elastic; having the power of springing 
back 

Usage: Highly resilient, steel makes excellent 
bedsprings. (resilience, N) 

resolution noun determination; resolve 

Usage: Nothing could shake his resolution that his 
children would get the best education that money 
could buy. (resolute, Adj.) 

resolve noun determination; firmness of purpose 

Usage: ‘How dare you question my resolve to take 
up sky-diving! Of course I haven’t changed my 
mind!’ 

resolve yerb decide; settle; solve 

Usage: Holmes resolved to travel to Bohemia to 
resolve the dispute between Irene Adler and the 
king, 

resonant adj. echoing; resounding; deep and full in 
sound 

Usage: The deep, resonant voice of the actor 
Amitabh Bachchan makes him particularly effective 
When he appears on screen. (resonance, N) 
"spiration noun breathing; exhalation 

Usage: The doctor found that the patient’s years of 
‘Moking had adversely affected both his lung 
“apacity and his rate of respiration. 


on; bitterness; displeasure 
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respite noun interval of relief; time for rest: delay in 
punishment 

Usage: After working nonstop on this nerve-racking 
(or, nerve-wracking) project for three straight 
months, I need a respite! 

Or For Dev, the two weeks vacationing in Australia 
were a delightful respite from the pressures of his 
job. 

resplendent adj. dazzling; glorious; brilliant 

Usage: We saw the bride at the centre of the hall, 
resplendent in a red sequined bridal costume. 

responsiveness noun state of reacting readily to 
appeals, orders, etc. 

Usage: The audience cheered and applauded, 
delighting the performers by its responsiveness. 

restitution noun reparation; indemnification 

Usage: Mr. Mallik offered to make restitution to his 
neighbour for the window broken by his son. 

restive adj, restlessly impatient; obstinately resisting 
control 


Usage: Waiting impatiently in line to see Santa Claus, 


even the best-behaved children grow restive and 
start to fidget. 

restraint noun moderation or self-control; 
controlling force; restriction 

Usage: The security forces exercised great restraint 
by not responding to the hostile attacks of the 
demonstrators. 

resumption noun taking up again; recommencement 

Usage: During summer break, Ramesh had not 
realized how much he missed university life; at the 
resumption of classes, however, he felt marked 
excitement and pleasure. (resume, V) 

resurge verb-rise again; flow to and fro | 

Usage: It was startling to see the spirit of nationalism 
resurge as the Soviet Union disintegrated into a 
loose federation of ethnic and national groups. 
(resurgence, N) | | 

retain verb hold or keep in possession; employ | 7 

Usage: Fighting to retain his seat in the Parliament, | 


311 


mit ate a 


_ 


a 
1x | 


290 @ WORD POWER MADE HANDY 


MP Brijkishor retained a new manager to head his 
reelection campaign. 

retaliation noun repayment (usually for bad 
treatment) 

Usage: The bomb attack was in retaliation for the 
recent arrest of two area commanders of the terrorist 
group. (retaliate, V) 

retentive adj. holding; having a good memory 

Usage: Tulika did not need to spend much time 
studying for she had a retentive mind and 
remembered all she read. 

reticence noun reserve; uncommunicativeness, 
inclination to silence 

Usage: Fearing his competitors might get advance 
word about his plans from talkative staff members, 
the boss preferred reticence from his employees to 
loquacity. (reticent, Adj.) 

retinue noun following; attendants 

Usage: The President travels with a large retinue of 
aides and bodyguards. 

retiring adj. drawing back from contact with others, 
from publicity etc; modest; shy; reserved 

Usage: Given Aditi’s retiring personality, no one 
expected her to take up public speaking; surprisingly 
enough, she became a star of the school debate team. 

retort noun quick sharp reply 

Usage: Even when it was advisable for her to keep 
her mouth shut, she was always ready with a quick 
retort. (Also V) 

retract verb withdraw; take back 
Usage: When questioned on TY, the minister 
retracted his allegations. (retraction, N) 

retrench yerb cut down; economize | 
Usage: In order to be able to afford to send their 
children to college, the Singh family would have to 
retrench their monthly expenses. 

Or, The company had to retrench because of failing 
orders.(retrenchment, N) 
retribution noun vengeance; compensation; 
punishment for offenses 
Usage: They fled because they feared retribution tor 
the genocide. 
retrieve verb recover; find and bring in 
Usage: We trained our dog to retrieve a ball. 

Or, Computers are used to store and retrieve 
information efficiently. 

retroactive adj. of a law that dates back to a period 
before its enactment 


Usage: Because the law was retroactive to the fits 5 elabourate in style 


year, we found she was eligible for the pension, 

retrograde verb go backwards; degenerate 

Usage: Instead of advancing, our civilization seems 
to have retrograded in ethics and culture, (Aj¢, 
Adj.) 

retrospective. adj. looking back on the past 

Usage: The Museum of Graphic Arts is holding g 
retrospective showing of the paintings of Satish 
Gujaral over the past two decades. 

revelry noun boisterous merrymaking 

Usage: New Year’s Eve is a night of revelry. 

reverent adj. respectful; worshipful 

Usage: Though I bow my head in church and recite 
the prayers, sometimes I don’t feel properly 
reverent. (revere, V) 

reverie noun daydream, musing 

Usage: He was awakened from his reverie by the 
teacher’s question. 

revert verb relapse; backslide, turn back to 

Usage: Most of the time Anand seemed sensitive and 
mature, but occasionally he would revert to his 
smart, macho, adolescent self. 

revile verb attack with abusive language; vilify 

Usage: Though most of his contemporaries reviled 
the captain as a notorious, bloody-handed pirate, 
some of his fellow merchant-captains believed him 
innocent of his alleged crimes. 

revoke verb cancel; retract 

Usage: Repeat offenders who continue to drive under 
the influence of alcohol face having their driver's 
licenses permanently revoked. 

revulsion noun sudden violent change of feeling, 
reaction 

Usage: Many people in this country who admired 
dictatorships underwent revulsion when they 
realized what Hitler and Mussolini were trying [0 
do. 

rhapsodize verb to speak or write in an exaggeral 
enthusiastic manner : | 

Usage: She greatly enjoyed her Hawaiian vacation 
and rhapsodized about it for weeks. 

rhetoric noun art of effective communication, 
insincere language 

Usage: All writers, by necessity, must be skilled 
rhetoric. 

rhetorical adj. pertaining to 
communication; using or characterized b 
rhetoric, or artificial eloquence, show 


edly 


effective 
y mere 
y an 


7 ee 






To win his audience, the speaker y 
ed al trick in the book. 

wt adj. wanton: profane 

rib . He sang a song in such a ribald manner that 
it nded many of the more prudish listeners. 
ai yerb pierce with holes; permeate or spread 
{hroughout 

age’ During the proofreaders’ Strike, the 


newspaper Was riddled with typos. 


Sed every 


pider noun amendment or clause added to a 
jegislative bill 

risage: 1 would like to add a rider to the judgment of 
the court. 

rife adj. abundant; current 


Usage: In the face of the many rumors of scandal, 
which are rife at the moment, it is best to remain 
silent. 
rift noun Opening; break 


Usage: The plane was lost in the stormy sky until 
the pilot saw the city through a riff in the clouds. 
rig verb fix or manipulate 


Usage: The party worker was able to rig the election 
by bribing people to stuff the ballot boxes with 
ballots marked in his candidate’s favour. 
rigid adj. stiff and unyielding; strict; hard and 
unbending 
Usage: By living with a man to whom she was not 
married, George Eliot broke Victorian society’s most 
rigid rule of respectable behaviour. 
rigour noun harshness or severity; specific of : 

strictness or inflexibility; extreme hardship or 
difficulty; inclemency (as of weather); exactness in 
Precision or accuracy; exactitude 
Usage: Many settlers could not stand the rigours of 
the New England winters. 
rigorous adj. severe; harsh; demanding; exact, 
disliked by his superiors 
Usage: They had to undergo rigorous training 
Programme before they finally joined, army. 
rile verb vex; irritate: muddy 
Usage: Rajat had a hair-trigger temper; he was an 
-fasy man to rile. 
riveting adj. absorbing; engrossing 
Usage: The reviewer described his novel as a riveting 


lale, One so absorbing that he had finished it in a 
Single night. 


rivulet noun smal] stream 


Usage: As the rains continued, the small trickle of 
Water running down the hillside grew into a rivulet 


a 
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that threatened to Wash aw 


ay a portion of the slope, 
robust adj. vigorou 


S, Strong 

Usage: After pumping iron and 
months Smriti was so robust 
plank with her fist, 


roil verb to make liquids murk 
sediment 


taking karate for six 
that she could break a 


y by stirring up 


Usage: Be careful when you pour not to rei the wine; 
if you stir up the sediment you'll destroy the flavor. 


roster noun a list of military or naval personnel or 
groups, showing their regular assignments and 
periods of duty 


Usage: They print the roster of players in the season’s 
programme. 

rostrum noun platform for speech-making: pulpit 

Usage: The crowd murmured angrily and indicated 
that they did not care to listen to the speaker who 
was approaching the rostrum. 

rote noun repetition; a fixed, mechanical way of 
doing something 

Usage: He recited the passage by rote and gave no 
indication that he understood what he was saying. 


Note : ‘Rote’, as noun could also mean ‘the sound 
of the surf beating on the shore’ 

rousing adj. lively; stirring 

Usage: She delivered a rousing speech full of anger 
and passion. 

roul verb stampede; drive out 

Usage: The reinforcements were able to rout the 
enemy. (Also N) 

rubble noun broken fragments 

Usage: Ten years after World War Il, some of the 
rubble \eft by enemy bombings could still be seen. 

ruddy adj. reddish; health-looking 

Usage: Santa Claus’s ruddy cheeks nicely 
complement Rudolph, the Reindeer’s bright red 
nose. | 

rudimentary adj. not developed; elementary; crude 

Usage: Although my grandmother’s English 
vocabulary was limited to a few rudimentary 
phrases, she always could make herself understood. 

rue verb regret; lament; mourn 

Usage: Tina rued the night she met Tony 
and wondered how she ever fell for such a jerk. 
(rueful, Adj.) 

ruffian noun bully; scoundrel 

Usage: The ruffians threw stone's at the police. 

ruminate verb chew over and over (mentally, or, like 
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cows, physically); mull over; ponder 

Usage: Unable to digest quickly the baffling events 
of the day, Kedar ruminated about them till four in 
the morning. 

rummage verb ransack; thoroughly search 

Usage: When we rummaged through the trunks in 
the attic, we found many souvenirs of our childhood 
days. (Also N) 

ruse noun trick; stratagem 

Usage: You will not be able to fool your rivals with 
such an obvious ruse. 

rustic adj. pertaining to country people; uncouth 

Usage: He looked out of place in the party with his 
rustic attire. 

ruthless adj. pitiless; cruel 


Usage: Some people believe that to succeed in this 
world one has to be ruthless. 


saboteur noun one who commits sabotage; destroyer 


314 


of property 

Usage: Members of the Resistance acted q, 
saboteurs, blowing up train lines to prevent Supplie 
from reaching the Nazi army. 

saccharine adj. cloyingly sweet 

Usage: She tried to ingratiate herself, speaking 
sweetly and smiling a saccharine smile. 

sacrilege noun treating something holy or important 
without respect 

Usage: Muslims consider it sacrilege to wear shoes 
inside a mosque. (sacrilegious, Adj.) 

sacrilegious adj. desecrating; profane 

Usage: His stealing of the idol’s ornament from the 
temple was considered as a, grave sacrilegious act. 

sacrosanet adj. most sacred; inviolable 

Usage: The brash insurance salesman invaded the 
sacrosanct privacy of the office of the president of 
the company. 








sadistic adj. person who gets pleasure from inflicting 
physical or psychological pain on others; inclined 
to cruelty 

Usage: If we are to improve conditions in this prison, 
we must first get rid of the sadistic Jail 
Superintendent. (sadist, sadism, N) 

saga moun scandinavian myth; any legend 


Usage: This is a saga of the sea and the men who 
risk their lives on it. 
sagacious adj. perceptive; shrewd: having insight 

Usage: My father was a sagacious judge of character; 

he could sport a phoney a mile away. (sagacity, N) 

sage noun person celebrated for wisdom 

Usage: Hearing tales of a mysterious Master of All 
Knowledge who lived in the hills of Tibet, Sandy 
was possessed with a burning desire to consult the 
legendary sage. (Also Adj.) 

salacious adj. lascivious; lustful 

Usage: Chaucer’s monk is not pious but salacious, 
a teller of lewd tales and ribald jests. 

salient adj. prominent 

Usage: One of the salient features of that newspaper 
is its excellent editorial page. 

salubrious adj. promoting health or welfare; 
healthful; wholesome; salutary 

Usage: Many people with hay fever (an illness like a 
cold, caused by pollen) move to more salubrious 
sections of the country during the months of August 
and September. 

Salutary adj. tending to improve; beneficial; 
Wholesome 

Usage: The punishment had a salutary effect on the 

_ boy, as he became a model student. 

Salvage verb rescue from loss 

Usage: All attempts to salvage the wrecked ship 
failed. (Also N) 

Salvo noun discharge of firearms; military salute; a 
sudden loud sound made by many people at the same 
time; the first part of a speech or the first in a series 
of actions intended to obtain a particular result 

Usage: The boom of the enemy’s opening salvo 
Petrified us. 

Or, Every joke the comedian made was greeted by a 

_ Salvo of laughter from the audience. 
ot Or, In his opening salve the speaker fiercely attacked 
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the Government's record on health care 


sanctimonious adj. dj 

= J. displaying os 

hypocritical devoutness ying ostentatious or 

Usage: : 

Se: You do not have to be so sanctimonious to 

Prove that you are a devout. 

sanction verb approve: ratify 

Usage: Nothing will convince Mr. Sharma to 
sanction the engagement of his daughter to such a 
worthless young man. 

sanctuary noun refuge; shelter; shrine: holy place 

Usage: The tiny attic was Aditi’s sanctuary to which 
she fled when she had to get away from the rest of 
her family. 

sanguine adj. cheerful; hopeful 

Usage: Let us not be too sanguine about the 
outcome; something could go wrong. 

sap verb to weaken; diminish; undermine 

Usage: Constant criticism saps you of your 
confidence. 

Or, Looking after her dying mother had sapped all 
her energy. 

sarcasm noun scornful remarks; stinging rebuke 

Usage: Though Sumit pretended to ignore the 
mocking comments of his supposed friends, their 
sarcasm wounded him deeply. 

sardonic adj. disdainful; sarcastic; cynical 

Usage: The sardonic humor of nightclub comedians 
who satirize or ridicule patrons in the audience 


_ strikes some people as amusing and others as rude. 


sartorial adj. pertaining to tailors 

Usage: He was as famous for the sartorial splendor 
of his attire as he was for his screen presence. 

sate verb satisfy to the full; gratify completely cloy 
or surfeit 

Usage: My hunger was sated by the sumptuous 
dinner. at 

satellite noun small body revolving around a large 
_ During the first few years of the Space Age, 

ysl of. saeltties were launched by Russia and 
the United States. 

iate verb satisfy fully rid 

oa He drank greedily until his thirst was satiated. - 

satire noun form of literature in which KaepeT Ea . : 
and ridicule are employed to attack vice anc ae a 


Wee be A me 
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Usage: Gulliver’s Travels, which is regarded by many 
as a tale for children, is actually a bitter satire 
attacking man’s folly. 

satirical adj. mocking 

Usage: The humor of cartoonist Laxman is often 
satirical. 

saturate verb soak thoroughly 

Usage: Saturate your sponge with water until it can’t 
hold any more. 

Or, The grass had been saturated by overnight rain. 

saturnine adj. born under the supposed influence of 
the planet Saturn; sluggish, morose, or taciturn; 
gloomy 

Usage: Do not be misled by his saturnine 
countenance; he is not as gloomy as he looks. 

saunter verb stroll slowly 

Usage: As we sauntered through the park, we 
stopped frequently to admire the spring flowers. 

savant noun eminent scholar; a learned person 

Usage: Our faculty includes many world-famous 
savants. 

savor verb enjoy; have a distinctive flavor smell, or 
quality 

Usage: Relishing his triumph, the actor especially 
savored the chagrin of the critics who had predicted 
his failure. 

savory adj. tasty; pleasing, attractive, or agreeable 

Usage: Tarla Dalal’s child’s recipes enable amateur 
chefs to create savory delicacies for their guests. 

seabbard noun case for a sword blade; sheath 

Usage: The drill master told the recruit to wipe the 
blood from his sword before slipping it back into 
the scabbard. 

scad or seads noun a great quantity 

Usage: As a software engineer he earns scad or of 
money. 


Note : ‘Scad’ or ‘scads’ could also mean ‘any of 
various edible jack fishes’ 


scaffold noun temporary platform for workers; 
bracing frame-work; platform for execution 

Usage: Before painting the house, the workers put 
up a scaffold to allow them to work on the second 
story. | 

seale verb climb up; ascend 

Usage: In order to locate a book on the top shelf of 
the stacks, Tarun had to scale an exceptionally 
rickety ladder. : 

scamp noun rascal 

Usage: Despite his mischievous behaviour, Vikram 
was such an engaging scamp that his mother almost 
lacked the heart to punish him. 

scanty adj. meager, insufficient : 

Usage: Thinking his stock of food was scanty, he 
asked for more. 
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scapegoat noun someone who bears the 
a Plame for 

Usage: The captain was made a scapegoat fo, th 
team’s failure. . 

Or, After the Challenger disaster, NASA search, , 
for scapegoats on whom they could cast the blame 

scavenge verb hunt through discarded materials fo, 
usable items; search, especially for food 

Usage: If you need car parts that the dealers no Ion Ber 
stock, try scavenging for odd bits and pieces at the 
auto wreckers’ yards. (scavenger, N) 

scenario noun plot outline; screenplay; opera librettg 

Usage: Readers were horrified by the scenario of 
the Third World War described in the book. 

schematic adj. having the nature of a scheme, schema 
plan, diagram, etc., relating to an outline or diagram: 
using a system of symbols 

Usage: In working out the solution to this logic 
puzzle, you may find it helpful to construct a simple 
schematic diagram outlining the order of events. 
(Also N) 

schism noun a division or split in an organized group 
or society; any of the sects, parties etc., formed by 
such a split 

Usage: Let us not widen the schism by. further 
bickering. 

svintiilate verb sparkle; flash 

Esage: 1 enjoy her dinner parties because not only 
the food out there is excellent but the conversation 
too scintillates. 

seat’ verb mock; ridicule 

Usage: He scoffed at dentists until he had his first 
toothache. 

scourge noun lash; whip; severe punishment 

Usage: They feared the plague and regarded it as 4 
deadly scourge. (Also V) 

seruple verb fret about; hesitate, for ethical reasons 

Usage: Fearing that her husband had become 
involved in an affair, she did not scruple to read his 
diary. (Also N) 

scrupulous adj. conscientious; extremely thorough 

Usage: Though Alfred is serupulous in his duties at 
work, he is less conscientious about his obligations 
to his family and friends. 

scrutinize verb examine closely and critically - 

Usage: Searching for flaws, the inspector scrutimze 
every detail of the constable uniform. 

scuffle noun struggle ; a short and sudden fight 

Usage: Two police officers were injured in soufp'e? 
with fans at the shooting location. 

Or, The youths scuffled with the policemen, 
escaped down the lane. (Also V) 

scurrilous adj. obscene; indecent 


and then 






(SADISTIC - | 
age: Your scurrilous remarks are es SENTINEL) | 295 


ecial 
fensive because they are untrue, : ly 
0 


cit verb move briskly 


sage? The noise of the explosion sent the Villagers 
gcurTying back into their homes, 

cur VY adj. despicable; contemptible 

sage: The annoyed Professor sneered at Lalit and 
pis scurvy Crew. (Also N) 











Note: ‘Scurvy ’, as noun could also mean ‘a disease 

pesulting from a deficiency of ascorbic acid in the 

pod, characterized by weakness, anemia, spongy 

gums, bleeding from the mucous membranes, etc. 

scuttle verb scurry; run with short, rapid steps 

sage: The bug scuttled rapidly across the floor. 

scuttle verb sink 

Usage: The sailors decided to scuttle their vessel 
rather than surrender it to the enemy. 

seamy adj. sordid; unwholesome 

Usage: The film Chandni Bar vividly portrays the 
seamy side of bar dancers’ life. 

sear verb char or burn; brand 

Usage: Accidentally brushing against the hot grill, 
she seared her hand badly. 

seasoned adj. experienced 

Usage: Though pleased with his new batch of rookies 
(person who are new to an organization or an 
activity) the basketball coach wished he had a few 
more seasoned players in the team. 

secession noun withdrawal 

Usage: The secession of the Southern states provided 
Abraham Lincoln with his first major problem after 
his inauguration. (secede, V) 

seclusion noun isolation; solitude 

Usage: He has been living in seclusion since he 
retired from his job. (seclude, V) 

secrete yerb produce and release a substance into an 
organism 

Usage: Saliva is a liquid secreted by glands in or 
near the mouth. 

sect noun separate religious body; faction 

Usage: As university chaplain she sought to address 

universal religious issues and not limit herself to 

concerns of any one sect. 


Note: A Chaplain is a Christian official who ts 
responsible for the religious needs of an 
organization, 










‘ectarian adj. relating to a religious faction or sub 
group, narrow-minded; limited 

Usage: Far from being broad-minded, the religious 
leader was intolerant of new ideas, paying attention 
Only to purely sectarian interests. (sect, N) 

Secular adj. worldly; not pertaining to church 
Matters; temporal 


Usage: The political leader 
In Secular matters. 


— adj. composed; grave 

sage: 

: ge The parents were worried because they felt 
leIr SON Was too quiet and sedate. 

muon adj. requiring sitting 
Sage: Disliking the effect of her sedentary 


occupation on her figure, Sarika decided to work 
out at the gym every other day. 


seditious adj. resistant to authority 

Usage: Booker Prize Winner, Arundhati Roy was 
arrested after making a statement that the court 
considered seditious. (sedition, N) 

sedulous adj. diligent; hardworking 

Usage: After weeks of patient and sedulous labour, 
we completed our detailed analysis of every 
published Civil Services Examination. 

seedy adj. run-down; decrepit; disreputable 

Usage: 1 would rather stay in dormitory lodgings in 
a decent youth hostel than have a room of my own 
in a seedy downtown hotel. 

seemly adj. proper; appropriate 

Usage: Mrs. Chopra did not think it was seemly for 
Diwakar to lack a proper family; no baby abandoned 
on a doorstep could grow up to be a fit match for 
her daughter. 

seep verb ooze; trickle 

Usage: During the rainstorm, water seeped through 
the crack in the basement wall and damaged the 
floor boards. (seepage, N) 

seethe verb be disturbed; boil 

Usage: The nation was seething with discontent as 
the noblemen continued their arrogant ways. 

seismic adj. pertaining to earthquakes 

Usage: The Richter Scale is a measurement of 
seismic disturbances. 

seminary noun school for training future priests; 

| academy for young women 

Usage: Sure of his priestly vocation, Charandas 
planned to pursue his theological training at the local 
seminary in Varanasi. 

sensual adj, devoted to the pleasures of the senses; 
carnal; voluptuous 

Usage: I cannot understand what caused him to 
abandon his sensual way of life and become so 
ascetic. _ 

sententious adj. terse, concise; aphoristic 

Usage: After reading so many redundant speeches, : 
find his sententious style pat ticularly pleasing. 

sentinel noun sentry; lookout h 

Usage: Though camped i recon of posting 
ignored the elementary preca 


S decided not to interfere 


3spntinels around the encampment. 





(sequester — solvent) 








sequester verb isolate; retire from public life; 
segregate; seclude : 

Usage: Banished from his motherland, Pakistan, the 
former Prime Minister, Nawaaz Sharif sequestered 
himself in foreign land. 

Or, To prevent the jurors from hearing news broadcasts 
about the case, the judge decided to sequester them. 

serendipity noun gift of finding valuable or desirable 
things by accident; accidental good fortune or luck 

Usage: Many scientific discoveries are a matter of 
serendipity. Newton was not sitting under a tree 
thinking about gravity when the apple dropped on 
his head. 

serenity noun calmness; placidity 

Usage: We admired the serenity of the quiet village. 

serpentine adj. winding; twisting 

Usage: The car swerved at every curve on the 
serpentine road leading to the apex of the hill. 

serrated adj. having a saw toothed edge 

Usage: The beech tree is one of many plants that has 
serrated leaves. 

servile adj. slavish; cringing 

Usage: Constantly fawning on his employer, humble 
Hitesh was a servile creature. 

servitude noun slavery; compulsory labour 

Usage: In the past, the majority of women were 
consigned to a lifetime of servitude and poverty. 

sever verb cut; separate 

Usage: Her foot was severed from her leg in a car 
accident. 

Or, Electricity cables have been severed by the storm. 
(severance, N) 

severity noun harshness; intensity; sternness; austerity 

Usage: The severity of Romila’s migraine attack was 
so great that she took to her bed for a week. 

shackle verb chain; fetter 

Usage: The criminal’s ankles were shackled to prevent 
his escape. (Also N) 

sham verb pretend 

Usage: He shammed sickness to get out of going to 
school. (Also N) | 

shambles noun wreck; mess 

Usage: After the New Year’s Eve party, the apartment 
was all shambles. 

shard noun fragment, generally of pottery 
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Usage: The archaeologist assigned several students 
the task of reassembling earthenware vessels from 
the shards he had brought back from the expedition, 

sheaf noun bundle of stalks of grain; any bundle of 
things tied together 

Usage: The lawyer picked up a sheaf of papers as he 
rose to question the witness. 

shear verb cut or clip (hair, fleece); strip of something 

Usage: You may not take enough care to cut a sheep’s 
hair but Dinesh shears sheep regularly and makes 
good bucks. 

sheathe verb place into a case 

Usage: As soon as he recognized the approaching 
men, he sheathed his dagger and hailed them as 
friends. 

sheer adj. very thin or transparent; very steep; absolute 

Usage: Wearing nothing but an almost sheer robe, 
Ritika draped herself against the sheer temple wall. 
Beholding her, Rajat was overcome by her sheer 
beauty. 

shimmer verb glimmer intermittently 

Usage: The moonlight shimmered on the water as 
the moon broke through the clouds for a moment. 
(Also N) 

shirk verb avoid (responsibility, work etc.); malinger 

Usage: Madan has a strong sense of duty; he would 
never shirk any responsibility. 

shoddy adj. sham; not genuine; inferior 

Usage: You will never get the public to buy such 
shoddy material. 

shrewd adj. clever; astute 

Usage: A shrewd investor, he took clever advantage 
of the fluctuations of the stock market. 

shroud verb hide from view; wrap for burial 

Usage: Fog shrouded the castle, hiding the ruined 
tower beneath sheets of mist. 

shun verb keep away from 

Usage: Cherishing his solitude, the recluse shunned 
the company of other human beings. 

shyster noun a dishonest person, especially a lawyer 
or politician using questionable methods 

Usage: The cheap shyster has accumulated enough 
wealth but not an iota of respect for himself. 

sibling noun brother or sister 

Usage: We may not enjoy being siblings. But W° 





n adj. monkeylike 

age: Lemurs are nocturnal mammals have many 

jail characteristics. 

gol noun — of one thing with another, 

ysing the word tae OF 

sage: “My love 1S like a red, red rose” is a simile. 

ciopet verb smirk; smile affectedly 

yeage: Complimented on her appearance, Stella self- 
consciously simpered. 

jmplistic adj. oversimplified 

sage: Though Jack’s solution dealt adequately with 

one aspect of the problem, it was simplistic in failing 
io consider various complications that might arise. 

jmulate verb feign; pretend 

vsage: He simulated insanity in order to avoid 

punishment for his crime. 

sinecure noun well-paid position with little 
responsibility 

Usage: My job is no stnecure; 1 work long hours and 
have much responsibility thrust on my shoulders. 

sinewy adj. tough; strong and firm 

Usage: The steak was too sinewy to chew. 

singular adj. unique; extraordinary; odd 

Usage: Though I tried to understand my old 
neighbour’s singular behaviour, still I find it quite 
odd that the old man incessantly stood on his head. 
(singularity, N) 

sinister adj. evil; threatening harm or misfortune; 
portentous; disastrous 

Usage: We must defeat the sinister forces that seek 
our downfall. 

sinuous adj. winding; bending in and out, not morally 
honest : 

Usage: The snake moved in a sinuous manner. 

skeptic noun doubter; person who suspends judgment 
until the evidence supporting a point of view has 
been examined 

Usage: I am a bit skeptic about the new health plan; | 
want some proof that it can work. (skepticism, N) 

skiff noun small, light sailboat or rowboat 

Usage: Triveni dreamed of owning an ocean-going 
yacht but had to settle for skiff he could sail in the 
bay. 

skimp verb provide scantily, live very economically 

Usage: They were forced to skimp on necessities in 
Order to make their limited supplies last the winter. 

Skinflint noun stingy person; miser ) 

Usage: Vinod was an ungenerous old skinflint until 
he reformed his ways and became a notable 
Philanthropist. 

Skirmish noun minor fight or encounter between small 
gfoups, any slight, unimportant conflict 


» gynif 


i (SEQUESTER - 
snot forget that we still belong to the same family. END ee 


Usage: There was a 
political party lea 
announced it was to 

Skulk verb move furti 

Usage: He skulked 
sections of the city j 
his former friends. 


Slacken verb slow up; loosen 


Usage: As the a, 
; y passed the fi : 
slackened their pace, pies toe, the renner 


short skirmish between the 
ders When the government 
Talse taxes. (Also V) 
vely and secretly 

through the less fashionable 
Nn order to avoid meeting any of 


Slag noun residue f, 
rom smeltin 
ah g metal; dross; waste 
— The blast furnace had a special opening at the 
ottom to allow the workers to remove the worthless 
Slag. 
Slake verb quench; sate; allay or made (thirst, desire, 
etc.) less active or intense by satisfying; lessen the 
tension of 


Usage: When we reached the oasis, we were able to 
slake our thirst. 


slander noun defamation; utterance of false and 
malicious statements 

Usage: Considering the negative comments politicians 
make about each other, it’s a wonder that most of 
them aren’t sued for slander. 

Or, She regarded his comment as a slander on her 
good reputation. (Also V) 

slapdash adj. haphazard; careless; sloppy 

tsegze: From the number-of typos and misspellings 
I’ve found in it, it’s clear that Chandrashekhar 
proofread the report in a remarkably slapdash 
fashion. _ 

sleeper noun something originally of little value or 
importance that in time becomes very valuable 

‘sage: Unnoticed by the critics at its publication, the 
eventual Pulitzer Prize winner was a classic sleeper. 

sleight noun skillor; dexterity; cunning or craft used 
in deceiving 

Usage: The magician amazed the audience with his 
sleight of hand. 

slight noun insult to one’s dignity; snub 

Usage: Hypersensitive and ready to take offense at 
any discourtesy, Vrinda was always on the lookout 
for real or imaginary slights. 

Or, I felt slighted when my boss thanked everyone 
but me for their hard work. (Also V) 

slipshod adj. untidy or slovenly; shabby 

Usage: 
himself on not doing slipshod work. 

slither verb slip or slide ; many peagle 

. During the recent ice storm, ) 
ye this hill as they walked to the station. 
slothful adj. lazy, lying idly on the sofa while others 


~ worked 


319 


As a master craftsman, the carpenter prided 
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Usage: Mr. Mehta denied he was slorhful saying “I 
just supervise better lying down.” | 

slough verb cast off: to shed skin or.other covering, 
get rid of (a card, in Bridge); discard unwanted things 

Usage: Each spring, the snake sloughs off its skin. 


(Also N) 
Note: The word ‘slough’, as noun could mean ‘the 
skin of a snake esp. the outer layer that ts 
periodicalty castoff’; any castoff layer; covering etc. 
(often used figuratively) 
slovenly adj. untidy; careless in work habits 
Usage: Unshaven, sitting around in his bathrobe all 
afternoon, Ramesh didn’t seem to care about the 
slovenly appearance he presented. The dark ring 
around the bath tab and spider webs hanging form 
the beams proved what a slovenly housekeeper he 
was. . 
sluggard noun lazy person 
Usage: “You are a sluggard, a drone, a parasite,” the 
angry father shouted at his lazy son. 
sluggish adj. slow; lazy; lethargic 
Usage: After two nights without sleep, she felt 
sluggish and incapable of exertion. 
slur verb speak indistinctly, mumble 
Usage: When Mr. Tejpal has too much to drink, he 
starts to slur his words: “Wash matter? Cansh you 
understand what I shay?” 
slur noun insult to one’s character or reputation; 
slander 
Usage: Her letter contained several outrageous slurs 
against her former colleagues. (Also V) 
Or, His comments cast a slur on the integrity of his 
employees. | 
smelt verb melt or blend ores, changing their chemical 
composition | 
Usage: The furnace man smelts tin with copper to 
create a special alloy used in making bells. 
smirk noun conceited smile; smile in an annoyingly 
complacent way 
Usage: Wipe that smirk off your face! (Also V) 
smolder verb burn without flame; be liable to break 
out at any moment 
Usage: The fire was lit by a smoldering cigarette. 
Or, The dispute is still smoldering, five years after 
the negotiations began. 
snicker noun half-stifled laugh; laugh in a sly or 
derisive manner 
Usage: The boy could not suppress a snicker when 
the teacher sat on the tack (a small sharp nail with a 
flat end). (Also V) 
snivel verb run at the nose; snuffle; whine 
Usage: “Don’t you come sniveling to me complaining 
about your elder brother”, mother said. 
















regarding indulgence in alcohol); seriousnegg. 
sedateness te 

Usage: Neither falling-down drunks nor stanq- 
comics are noted for sobriety. (sober, Adj.) 

sodden adj. filled with moisture; soaked through, dyjj 
(as if from drink) 

Usage: He set his sodden overcoat near the radiato; 
to dry. 

sojourn .noun temporary stay; live somewhere 
temporarily, as on a visit; stay for a while 

Usage: After his sojourn in Florida, he began to long 
for the colder climate of his native England home, 
(Also V) 

solace noun something that eases or relieves; comfort 
in trouble 

Usage: hope you will find solace in the thought that 
all of us share your loss. 

solder verb repair or make whole by using a metal 
alloy 

Usage: The plumber fixed the leak in the pipes by 
soldering a couple of joints from which water had 
been oozing. 

salecism noun a violation of the conventional usage, 
grammar, etc. of a language construction that is 
flagrantly incorrect grammatically (Eg. “We done it” 
for ““We did it”) 

Usage: I must give this paper a failing mark because 
it contains many solecisms. 

solemnity noun seriousness; gravity 

Usage: The minister was concerned that nothing 
should disturb the solemnity of the marriage service. 
(solemn, Adj.) 

solicit verb request earnestly; seek 

Usage: Knowing she needed to have a solid majority 
for the budget to pass, the mayor telephoned all the 
members of the city council to solicit their votes. 

solicitous adj. worried; concerned 

Usage: The employer was very solicitous about the 
health of her employees as replacements welt 
difficult to get. 

soliloquy noun talking to oneself 

Usage: The soliloguy is a device used by the dramatist 
to reveal a character’s innermost thoughts 4 
emotions. | 

solitude noun state of being alone; seclusion 

Usage: Much depends on how much you like your 
own company. What to one person seems fearlu 
isolation to another is blessed solitude. 

soluble adj. able to be dissolved, able to be 

Usage: Sugar is soluble in water; put a sugal cue 
water and it will quickly dissolve. 

solvent adj. able to pay all debts 

Usage: By very frugal living, he was finally able . 


Up 


explained 


sobriety noun temperance or moderation (especially39¢) become solvent and avoid bankruptcy proc B 
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sages From the doctor’s grim expression, I could 
iell he had somber news. 


Or, Dull brown and charcoal gray are pretty somber 
colours; can’t you wear something bright? 


gomnambulist noun sleep walker 


Usage: The most famous somnambulist in literature 
is Lady Macbeth; her monologue in the sleepwalking 
scene is one of the highlights of Shakespeare’s play. 

somnolent adj. half asleep 


Usage: The heavy meal and the overheated room made 
us all somnolent and indifferent to the speaker. 


sonorous adj. having a powerful, impressive sound; 
resonant 


Usage: His sonorous voice resounded through the 
hail. 
sophisticated adj. worldly-wise and urbane; complex 


Usage: When Sophie makes wisecracks, she thinks 
she sounds sophisticated. But instead she sounds 
sophomoric. 


_ Or, The new IBM laptop with the butterfly keyboard 
and the built-in quad speed FAX modem 1s a pretty 
sophisticated machine. | 

sophistry noun seemingly plausible but fallacious 
reasoning 

Usage: Instead of advancing valid arguments, he tried 
to overwhelm his audience, with a flood of 
Sophistries. 

sophomoric adj. immature; half-baked, like a 
sophomore 

Usage: Even if you’re only a freshman, it’s no 
compliment to be told your humor is sophomoric. 

Soporific adj. sleep-causing; marked by sleepiness 

Usage: Professor Pringle’s lectures were so soporific 
that even he fell asleep in class. (Also N) 

Sordid adj. filthy; base; vile; squalid; depressingly 
Wretched 

Usage: The social worker was angered by the sordid 
housing provided for the homeless. 

Sovereign adj. efficacious; supreme or paramount, 

-Self-governing - 


wera abo, 


U : Prof 
sage: Professor Rangnathan claimed his panacea was 
a Sovereign cure for all chronic 


Or, In medicine the sovere 
do no harm. 
Or, Rebelling 
time colony n 

(Also N) 


Spangle noun small metallic 
for ornamentation 


complaints. 
ign task of the doctor is to 


against the Mother Country, the one 
OW proclaimed itself a sovereign state. 


piece sewn to clothing 


Usage: The thousands of Spangles on her dress 
sparkled in the glare of the stage lights. 

sparse adj. not thick; thinly scattered; scanty 

Usage: No matter how carefully Saket combed his 
hair to make it look as full as possible, it still looked 
sparse. 

spartan adj. avoiding luxury and comfort; sternly 
disciplined 

Usage: Looking over the bare, unheated room, with 
its hard cot, he wondered what he was doing in such 
Spartan quarters. 

Or, Only his.spartan sense of duty kept him at his 
post. | 

spasmodic adj. fitful; periodic; spasmodic; restlessly 

Usage: The-spasmodic coughing in the auditorium 
annoyed the performers. 

spat noun squabble; minor dispute 

Usage: What had started out as a mere spat escalated 
into a full-blown argument? 

spate noun sudden flood or strong outburst; an 
unusually large outpouring, as of words; a sudden, 
heavy rain 

Usage: After the spate of angry words that came 
pouring out of him, Maya was sure they would never 
be reconciled. 

spatial adj. relating to space 

Usage: ISRO is engaged in an ongoing programme 
of spatial exploration. 

Or, ima head he’s studying a spatial a 
that doesn’t mean he has relatives in outer art 

spatula noun broad-bladed instrument used or 
spreading or mixing , 


an 
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Usage: The manufactures of this frying pan 
recommend the use of a rubber spatula to avoid 
scratching the specially treated surface. 

spawn verb lay eggs 
Usage: Fish ladders had to be built in the dams to 
assist the salmon returning to spawn in their native 
streams. (Also N) 

specious adj. seemingly reasonable but incorrect; 
misleading (often intentionally) 

Usage: To claim that, because horses and birds both 
have wings, both can fly, is extremely specious 
reasoning. 

spectrum noun coloured band produced when beam 
of light passes through a prism 

Usage: The visible portion of the spectrum includes 
red at one end and violet at the other. 

spendthrift noun someone who wastes money; 
squanderer; prodigal 

Usage: Easy access to credit encourages people to 
turn into spendthrifts who shop till they drop. 

sphinx-like adj. enigmatic; mysterious 

Usage: The Mona Lisa’s sphinx-like expression has 
intrigued and mystified art lovers for centuries. 

splice verb fasten together; unite 

Usage: Before you splice two strips of tape together, 
be sure to line them up evenly. (Also N) 

spontaneity noun lack of premeditation; naturalness, 
freedom from constraint 

Usage: When Anne and Amy met, Amy impulsively 
hugged her new colleague, but Anne drew back, 
unprepared for such spontaneity. 

Or, The cast over-rehearsed the play so much that the 
eventual performance lacked any spontaneity. 
(spontaneous, Adj.). 

sporadic adj. occurring irregularly 

Usage: Although you can still hear sporadic outbursts 
outside, the big Muharrum parade has passed; the 
religious activities are over til] next year. 

sportive adj. fond of sportor merriment playful; 
amorousor erotic 

Usage: Such a sportive attitude is surprising in a 
person as serious as you usually are. 

spry adj. vigorously active; nimble, brisk, etc. esp. 
though elderly 

Usage: She was eighty years old, yet still spry and 
alert. | 

spurious adj. false; counterfeit, forged; illogical 

Usage: Some of the arguments in favour of shutting 


the factory are questionable and others downright 37 


spurious. 

spurn verb reject; scorn 

Usage: The heroine of the movie spurned the Villain’s 
advances. 

squabble noun minor quarrel; bickering 

Usage: Children invariably get involved in petty 
squabbles; wise parents know when to interfere and 
when to let the children work things out on thei; 
own. 

squalor noun filth; degradation; dirty, neglected state 

Usage: It was a dirty, smelly flat — the usual studen 
squalor. (squalid, Adj.) 

squander verb waste; to spend wastefully 

Usage: “If you squander your allowance on candy 
and comic books, you won’t have any money left to 
buy the new box of crayons you want”, mother 
warned Sunny. 

staccato adj. played in an abrupt manner; marked by 
abrupt sharp sound 

Usage: His staccato speech reminded one of the 
sounds of a machine gun. 

stagnant adj. motionless state 

flsage: Anubhav’s career was stagnant it wasn’t going 
anywhere, and neither was he! (stagnate, V) 

sista adj. sober; sedate 

“sage: Her conduct in the funeral ceremony was staid 
and solemn. 

stalemate noun deadlock 

Usage: Negotiations between the union and the 
employers have reached a stalemate; neither side is 
willing to budge from previously stated positions. 

stalwart adj. strong, brawny; steadfast 

Usage: His consistent support of the party has proved 
that he is a stalwart and loyal member. (Also N) 

stamina noun strength; staying power 

Usage: I doubt that she has the stamina to run the 
full distance of the marathon race. 

stanch verb check flow of blood 

Usage: “Tt is imperative that we stanch the gushing 
wound before we attend to the other injuries”, the 
doctor said to the nurse. 

stanza noun division of a poem 

Usage: Do you know the last stanza of “Th 
Spangled Banner?” 

static adj. unchanging; lacking development 

Usage: Why watch chess on TV? I like watching ® 
game with action, not something static where nothin 

2seems to be going on. 
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. sett noun law enacted by the legislature 

isage The statute of limitations sets the limits on 
pow long you have to take legal action in specific 

cases: 

endfast adj. loyal, unswerving; straight; unbending 
sage Penelope was steadfast in her affections, 
aithfully waiting for Ulysses to return from his 
wanderings. 

or, T0 look for a steadfast spouse is a sort of rarity in 
the fast moving, intolerent and infidel metropolitan 
society. 

stealth noun slyness; sneakiness; secretiveness 


Usage: Fearing detection by the sentries on duty, the. 


scout inched his way toward the enemy camp with 
great stealth. : 


steep verb soak; saturate 
Usage: Be sure to steep the fabric in the dye bath for 
the full time prescribed. 
stellar adj. pertaining to the stars 
Usage: He was the stellar attraction of the entire 
performance. 
stem form verb arise from 
Usage: Mohan’s problems in school stemmed from 
his poor study habits. 
stereotype noun fixed and unvarying representation; 
standardized mental picture, often reflecting 
prejudice 
Usage: Critics object to the character of Jim in The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn because he seems 
to reflect the stereotype of the happy, ignorant slave. 
stifle verb suppress; extinguish; inhibit 
Usage: Halfway through the boring lecture, Lata gave 
up trying to stifle her yawns. 
stigma noun token of disgrace; brand 
Usage: I do not attach any stigma to the fact that you 
were accused of this crime; the fact that you were 
acquitted clears you completely. 
stigmatize verb brand; mark as wicked or disgraceful 
Usage: I do not want to stigmatize this young offender 
for life by sending him to prison. 
stilted adj. bombastic; inflate 
Usage: His stilted rhetoric did not impress the college 
audience; they were immune to bombastic utterances. 
stint noun supply; allotted amount, assigned portion 
of work 
Usage: He performed his daily stint cheerfully and 
Willingly. (Also V) 
stint verb be thrifty; set limits 
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Usage: “Spare no expense,” the bride’s father said 
refusing to stint on the wedding arrangements. | 

stipend noun a regular or fixed payment for services 
Usage: There is a nominal stipend for this position. 

stipulate verb make express conditions; specify 
Usage: She agreed to buy the car, but stipulated racing 
tyres and a turbo-powered engine. 

Or, We have signed a contract which stipulates when 
the project must be completed. 

stodgy adj. stuffy; boringly conservative 


Usage: For a young person, Varun seems remarkably 
stodgy; you d expect someone his age to show a little 
more life. 

stoic adj. impassive; unmoved by joy or grief 

Usage: | wasn’t particularly stoic when I had my flu 
shot. (Also N) 

stoke verb stir up a fire; feed plentifully 

Usage: As a Scout Sneh learned how to lit a fire, how 
to stoke it if it started to die down, and how to 
extinguish it completely. 

stolid adj. dull; impassive 

Usage: The earthquake shattered his usual stolid 


demeanor; trembling, he crouched on the no longer 
stable ground. 


stratagem noun deceptive scheme 

Usage: We saw through the lawyer’s clever stratagem. 
stratify verb divide into classes; be arranged into strata 
Usage: As the economic gap between the rich and the 


poor increases, the society grows increasingly 
stratified. 


stratum noun layer of earth’s surfaces; layer of society 

Usage: Unless we alleviate conditions in the lowest 
stratum of our society, we may expect grumbling 
and revolt. 

strew verb spread randomly; sprinkle; scatter 

Usage: The procession of Lord J agannath proceeded 
on the road strewn with flower petals along the aisle. 

striated adj. marked with parallel bands; grooved 

Usage: The glacier left many striated rocks. 
(striate, V) 

stricture noun restriction; adverse criticism 

Usage: Rohit regularly disobeyed his strict aunt’s rules 
and strictures upon his behaviour; he wouldn’t wear 
shoes, no matter what she said. 

strident adj. loud and harsh; insistent 

Usage: Whenever Anu became angry, she tried not to 
raise her voice; she had no desire to appear strident. 


stringent adj. binding; rigid 
323 
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Usage: 1 think these regulations are too stringent to 
be implemented. 

strut oun pompous walk; swagger 

Usage: Looking at his self-important strut as he 
swaggered about the parade ground, I could tell the 
colonel thought highly of himself. (Also V) 

strut noun supporting bar; a brace fitted into a 
framework to resist pressure in the direction of its 
length 

Usage: The engineer calculated that the strut 
supporting the rafter needed to be reinforced. 






Note: The word ‘strut’, as verb could mean ‘to 

walk in a vain, stiff, swaggering manner’ 

studied adj. not spontaneous; deliberate; thoughtful 

Usage: Given Mohit’s previous slights, Radhika felt 
that the omission of her name from the guest list was 
a Studied insult. 

stultify verb cause to appear or become stupid or 
inconsistent, frust-ate or hinder; to render worthless, 
useless or futile 

Usage: His long hours in the blacking factory left 
young Dickens numb and incurious, as if the menial 
labour had stultified his brain. 

stupefy verb make numb; stun; amaze 

Usage: Disapproving of drugs in general, Zareena 
refused to take sleeping pills or any other medicine 
that might stupefy her. (stupefaction, N) 

stupor noun state of apathy; daze; lack of awareness 


Usage: In his stupor, the addict was unaware of the 
events taking place around him. 

stymie verb present an obstacle; stump; hinder o; 
obstruct as with a stymie; block, impede 

Usage: The detective was stymied by the contradictory 
evidence in the robbery investigation. (Also N) 






Note : ‘Stymie’, as noun could mean ‘the condition 
(in Golf) that exists on a putting green when an 
opponent's ball lies in a direct line between the 
player’s ball and the hole’ 








suavity noun urbanity; polished 

Usage: The elegant actor is particularly good in roles 
that require suavity and sophistication. 

subdued adj. less intense; quieter 

Usage: Bobby liked the subdued lighting at the 
restaurant because she thought it was romantic. 

subjective adj. occurring or taking place within the 
subject; unreal; fanciful; resulting from a mental 
construct 

Usage: Your analysis is highly subjective; you have 

permitted your emotions and your opinions to colour 

your thinking. 

ubjugaie verb conquer; bring under control 

/sage? It is not our aim to subjugate our foe, we are 

interested only in establishing peaceful relations. 

sublime adj. exalted or noble and uplifting; utter 


Usage: Payal was in awe of A. R. Rahman’s sublime 
musicianship. 
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subliminal adj. below the threshold 

ysage: We may not be aware of the subliminal 
influences that affect our thinking, 

submissive adj. yielding; timid 

Usage: He was looking for a quiet submissive wife 
who would obey his every word. 

subordinate adj. occupying a lower rank; inferior; 
submissive 

Usage: The individual’s needs are subordinate to 
those of the group. 

Or, He does not handle his subordinates quite well. 

suborn verb persuade to act unlawfully (especially 
to commit perjury) 

Usage: The mobsters use all sorts of bribery and 
threats to suborn the witnesses against the victims. 

subpoena noun writ summoning a witness to appear 

Usage: The prosecutor’s office was ready to serve 
as subpoena on the reluctant witness. (Also V) 

subsequent adj. following; later 

Usage: In subsequent lessons, we shall take up more 
difficult problems. 

subservient adj. behaving like a slave; servile; 
obsequious 

Usage: He was proud of his capabilities and dignified 
in his client dealings; he refused to be subservient 
to anyone. 

subside verb settle down; descend; grow quiet 
Usage: The doctor assured us that the fever would 
eventually subside. 

subsidiary adj. subordinate, secondary 

Usage: This information may be used as subsidiary 
evidence but is not sufficient by itself to prove your 
argument. (Also N) 

subsidy noun direct financial aid by government, etc. 
Usage: Without any subsidy, the Atomic Research 
Centre would not be able to compete in world 


Subsistence noun existence; means of support; 
livelihood | 

_ “Sage: In these days of inflated prices, my salary 
pee . : 

~ Ptovides a mere subsistence. 






(subliminal - tantamount) 


substantial adj. ample; solid; in essentials 


Usage: The generous scholarship represented a 
substantial sum of money. 


substantiate verb establish by evidence; verify: 
support 

Usage: These endorsements from Satisfied customers 
substantiate the company’s claim of offering ‘Best 
Service to Client’, 

substantive adj. essential; pertaining to the substance 

Usage: Although the delegates were aware of the 
importance of the problem, they could not agree on 
the substantive issues. 

subterfuge noun pretense; evasion 

Usage: As soon as they realized that you had won 
their support by a subterfuge, they withdrew their 
endorsement of your candidature. 

subtlety noun perceptiveness; ingenuity; delicacy 

Usage: Never obvious, she expressed herself with 
such a subtlety that her remarks went right over the 
heads of most of her audience. (subtle, Adj.) 

subversive adj. tending to overthrow; destructive 

Usage: At first glance, the notion that Styrofoam cups 
may actually be more ecologically sound than paper 
cups strikes most environmentalists as subversive. 

succinet adj. brief; terse; compact 

Usage: Don’t bore your audience with excess 
verbiage; be succinct. 

succor noun aid; assistance; comfort or help given, 
especially to someone who is suffering or is in need 


Usage: Her organization gave succor and strength 


to those who had been emotionally damaged. 
(Also V) 

Or, Students should be encouraged, supported and 
succored. 

succulent adj, juicy; full of richness 

Usage: These oranges seem to be quite suce 
(succulence, N) 

succumb verb yield; give in; a 
Usage: 1 succumb to my temptation W 
chocolate. 

suffragist no 


ulent. 


henever I see 


un supporting suffrage; advocate of 
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voting rights (for women in the early 20" century) 

Usage: In recognition of her efforts to win the vote 
for women, the US Congress authorized coining a 
silver dollar honoring the suffragist Susan 
B. Anthony. 

sully verb tarnish; soil 

Usage: He felt that it was beneath his dignity to sully 
his hands in such menial labour. 

sultry adj. sweltering 

Usage: He could not adjust himself to the sultry 
climate of the tropics. 

summation noun act of finding the total; summary 

Usage: In his summation, the lawyer emphasized 
the testimony given by the two witnesses. 

summit noun utmost height or pinnacle; highest point 
(of a mountain, etc.) 

Usage: The summit of the amateur mountain 
climber’s aspirations was someday to reach the 
summit of Mount Everest. 

sumptuous adj. lavish; rich 

Usage: I cannot recall when I last had such a 
sumptuous dinner. Thanks for giving the feast. 

sunder verb separate, part 

Usage: Northern and southern Ireland are politically 
and religiously sundered. 

supercilious adj. arrogant, condescending; 
patronizing 

Usage: The supercilious headwaiter sneered at 
customers, who as per his thought, did not fit in at 
a restaurant catering to an ultrafashionable crowd. 

superficial adj. trivial; shallow 

Usage: “Since your report gave only a superficial 
analysis of the problem, I cannot give you more 
than a passing grade,” said the teacher. 


unnecessary; e€XCessive; 


superfluous adj. 
overabundant 

Usage: Please try not to include so many superfluous 
details in your report; just give me the facts. 
(superfluity, N) 

supersede verb place over something else 

Usage: The new bulk mailing postal regulation 
supersedes the old one. If you continue to follow 
the old regulation, your bulk mailing will be 
returned to you. 

superimpose verb cause to be set aside; replace; make 
obsolete 

Usage: Your attempt to superimpose another agency 
in this field will merely increase the bureaucrati 


in ae 
“296 having little resistance, as to a disease; recep 


—_oenve of our government. 


supplant verb replace; USUTP 

Usage: Bolingbroke, later to be known as King q entry 
IV, fought to supplant his cousin, Richard [yy Ms 
king of England. 

supple adj. flexible, pliable 

Usage: Years of yoga exercises made Garima’s body 
supple. 

supposition noun hypothesis; the act of Supposing 

Usage: I based my decision to confide in him the 
supposition that he would be discreet. 

Or, That article was based on pure supposition 
(suppose, V) 

suppress verb stifle; overwhelm; subdue; inhibit 

Usage: Too polite to laugh in anyone’s face, Roy did 
his best to suppress his amusement at Hari’s inane 
behaviour. 

Or, The Hungarian uprising in 1956 was suppressed 
by the Soviet Union. (Also N) 

surfeit noun abundance, a large amount of 
something; an amount more than needed 

Usage: The country has a surfeit of cheap labour. 

surly adj. rude; cross 

Usage: Because of his surly attitude, many people 
avoided his company. 

surmise verb guess 

(sage: I surmise that he will be late for this meeting. 
(Also N) 

surmount verb overcome 

Usage; With her great courage and firm determination 
Helen Keller, blind and deaf since childhood could 
surmount her physical disabilities and lead a 
productive life. 

surpass verb exceed 

Usage: Her CAT (Common Admission Test) scores 
surpassed our expectations. 

surreptitious adj. secret; furtive; sneaky; hidden 

Usage: Hoping to discover where his mom had 
hidden his birthday present, Tilak took * 
surreptitious peek into the master bedroom closet. 

surrogate noun substitute 

Usage: For a fatherless child; a male teacher 
become a father surrogate. 

surveillance noun watching; guarding 

Usage: The CBI kept the house undet constan 
surveillance in the hope of capturing all the 
criminals at one time. 


may 


' _ a -guienced: 
susceptible adj. impressionable; easily influenc® | 


tive 


"aa 
r 









f Pe ceptible customer; “Buy this new miracle drug 
F tS io dyou will no longer be susceptible to the common 
old.” | 
gystain verb experience; support; nourish 
sage: He sustained such a severe injury that the 
doctors feared he would be unable to work to 
sustain his growing family. 
gustenance noun means of support, food, 
nourishment 
ysage: In the tropics, the natives find sustenance 
easy to obtain, due to all the fruit trees. 
suture noun stitches sewn to hold the cut edges of a 
wound or incision; material used in sewing 
Usage: We will remove the sutures as soon as the 
wound heals. (Also V) 


swagger verb behave arrogantly or pompously; strut 
or walk proudly 

Usage: The victorious team didn’t simply stride 
round the stadium but literally swagegered. 


Or, A group of young men swaggered about outside 
the bar. (Also N) 


swarm noun dense moving crowd: large group of 
honeybees 


Usage: At the height to the sex scandals, a constant 


swarm of reporters followed the mayor everywhere. 
(Also N) 


swarthy adj. dark; dusky 
Usage: Despite the stereotypes, not all Italians are 
swarthy; many are fair and blonde. 
swathed verb wrap around; bandage 
Usage: When [ visited him in the hospital, I found 
him swathed in bandages. 
swelter verb be oppressed by heat 
Usage: I am going to buy an air conditioning unit 
for my apartment as I do not intend to swelter 
through another hot and humid summer of Delhi. 
swerve verb deviate; turn aside sharply 
Usage: The car swerved wildly as the driver struggled 
to regain control of the wheel. 
swill verb drink greedily 
Usage: The dentist handed me a glass of water to 
Swill my mouth out with. 
swindler noun cheat | 
- Usage: She was gullible and trusting, an easy victim 
for the first swindler who came along. 
_ Sybarite noun lover of luxury 
5 Usage: Rich people are not always sybarites; some 
of t em have little taste for a life of luxury. 


caged 
Te ant 











Pendent relationship (between 
Nn mutually beneficial 


(symbiotic, Adj.) 


symmetry noun arrangement of Parts so that balance 
1s obtained: congruity 


Usage: Something lopsided by definition lacks 
symmetry, 

synoptic adj. providing a general overview; summary 

Usage: The professor turned to the latest issue of 
Dissertation Abstracts for a Synoptic account of 
what was new in the field. (synopsis, N) 

synthesis noun combining parts into a whole 

Usage: Now that we have succeeded in isolating this 
drug. Our next problem is to plan its synthesis in 
the laboratory. (synthesize, V) 

iabie verb (i) In American English it means: to set 
aside a resolution or proposal for future 
consideration; to delay discussion of a subject 


(11) In British English it means: to suggest something 
for discussion 


Usage: Because we seem unable to agree on this issue 


at the moment, let us table the motion for now and 
come back to it at a later date. 


Or, An amendment to the proposal was tabled by 
Mr. Shrivastava. ) 


tacit adj. understood; not put into words 


Usage: We have a tacit agreement which bases on 
only a handshake. 


taciturn adj. habitually silent; talking little 

Usage: The stereotypical village boy is a taciturn 
soul, answering lengthy questions with a ‘Yes’ or 
‘No.’ 

tactile adj. pertaining to the organs or sense of touch 
Usage: His callused hands had lost their tactile 
sensitivity. | | es 

Note: ‘Callused’ means the ‘hardened and. 

thickened’ skin, especially on the hand or feet. 















taint verb contaminate; cause to lose purity; modify 
with a trace of something bad 
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ari nih nal eet near a 


Usage: One speck of dirt on your utensils may 
contain enough germs to faint an entire batch of 
preserves. 

talisman noun charm to bring good luck and avert 
misfortune 

Usage: Jatin believed the carved pendent he found 
in Vietnam served him as a talisman and brought 
him safely through the war. 

talon noun claw of bird 

Usage: The falconer wore a leather gauntlet to avoid 
being clawed by the hawk’s talons. 

tangential adj. peripheral; only slightly connected; 
digressing 

Usage: Despite Kabir’s attempts to distract her with 
tangential remarks, Rohini kept on coming back to 
her main question: why couldn't he come out to 
dinner with Rohit and her? 
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tangible adj. able to be touched; real; palpabje 

Usage: Although Krish did not own a house, he had 
several tangible assets — a car, a television; g po_ 
that he could sell if he needed cash. 

tanner noun person who turns animal hides pj, 
leather 

Usage: Using a solution of tanbark, the tanner treateq 
the cowhide, transforming it into supple leather. 

tantalize verb tease; torture with disappointment 

Usage: Juhin loved to tantalize his younger brother 
with candy; he knew the boy was forbidden to have 
it. 

iantameunt adj. equivalent in effect or value 

‘sage: Though Ronit claimed his wife was off 
visiting friends, his shriek of horror when she 
walked into the room was tantamount to a 
confession that he believed she was dead. 





m noun fit of petulance; caprice 


; The child learned that he.could have almost 
ing if he had a tantrum. 
y, He had a tantrum in the shop becau 
buy him any sweets. 
grantula noun venomous spider 


se | wouldn’t 


sage: We need an antitoxin to counteract the bite of 
the farantula., 


arry verb delay; dawdle 


Isage: We can’t tarry if we want to get to the airport 
on time. 


aut adj. tight; ready; showing strain: tense; trim, tidy, 

well-disciplined, efficient 

lsage: The captain maintained that he ran a faut ship. 

autological adj. involving tautology; repetitious; 

redundant 

sage: In the sentence “It was visible to the eye.” 

The phrase “to the eye” is tautological. 

autology noun unnecessarily repetitious 

/sage: “Joyful happiness” is an illustration of 

tautology. 

awdry adj. cheap and gaudy 

Jsage: He bought a few tawdry trinkets from the sea 
beach, 

edious adj. boring; tiring 

Ysage: The repetitious nature of work on the assembly 
line made Maya’s job very ¢edious. (tedium, N) 

temerity noun boldness; rashness 

Usage: Do you have the femerity to argue with me? 

lemper verb moderate; tone down or restrain; toughen 
(stee]) 

Usage: Not even her supervisor’s erumpiness could 
Hemper Nancy’s enthusiasm for her new job. 

perament noun characteristic frame of mind; 

| Asposition: emotional excess 

Usage; Although the twins look alike, they differ 

be | Matkedly i in temperament; Toni 1s calm, but Moni 
* **xcitable. 

‘emp Np rate adj. restrained; self _controlled; moderate 
Tes pect to temperature 






ee thio holiday 


season; if you control your 

too much weight. 
tempestuous adj. stormy; 
Usage: 

was f 


appetite, you won’t gain 


impassioned; violent 
Racket throwing tennis star John Mc Enroe 


amed for his displays of tempestuous 
temperament. 


tempo noun speed of music; rate of activity 

Usage: I find the band’s tempo too slow for such a 
lively dance. 

Or, The tempo of modern living is too fast to get any 
heed to our custom and tradition. 

temporal adj. not lasting forever: limited by time; 
secular 

Usage: At one time in our history, temporal rulers 
assumed that they had been given their thrones by 
divine right. 

temporize verb avoid committing oneself; gain time; 
to suit one's actions to the time, occasion or 
circumstances 

Usage: | cannot permit you to femporize any longer; 
I must have a definite answer today. 

tenacious adj. holding fast; that retains well; retentive; 
persistent, stubborn 

Usage: I had to struggle to break his tenacious hold 
on my arm. 

tenacity noun firmness; persistence 

Usage: Javed could not believe the tenacity of 
inspector Arun. Here all Javed had done was to steal 
a loaf of bread, and the inspector had pursued him 
doggedly for twenty years! 

tendentious adj. having an aim, biased; designed to 
further a cause . 

Usage: The editorials in this periodical are more 
tendentious than truth-seeking. 

tender verb offer; extend 

Usage: Although no formal charges had been made 


against him, in t 
mayor felt he should tender his resignation. 


tenet noun doctrine; dogma 
Us. re The agnostic did not ace 
cat 


he wake of the recent scandal the, 


cept the tenets of their + 


=F 
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tensile adj. capable of being stretched 

Usage: Mountain climbers must know the éensile 
strength of their ropes. (tensility, N) 

tentative adj. hesitant; not fully worked out or 
developed; experimental; not definite or positive 

Usage: I have made tentative plans to take a trip to 
Shimla this summer. 

tenuous adj. thin; rare; slim 
Usage: The allegiance of our allies is held by rather 
tenuous ties. 
tenure noun holding of an office; time during which 
such an office is held 
Usage: He has permanent fenure in this position and 
cannot be fired. 
tepid adj. barely or moderately warm or lukewarm 
(said of liquids); lacking warmth of feeling or 
enthusiasm 
Usage: During the summer, I like to take a fepid bath, 
not a hot one. (tepidity, N) 

termination noun end 
Usage: Though the time for termination of the project 
was near, we still had a lot of work to finish before 
we shut up shop. (terminate, V) 

terminology noun terms used in a science or art 
Usage: The special terminology developed by some 
authorities in the field has done more to confuse the 
layman than to enlighten him. 

terminus noun last stop of railway 

Usage: After we reached the railway terminus, we 
continued our journey into the wilderness on saddle 
horses. 

terrestrial adj. earthly (as opposed to celestial); 
pertaining to the land 

Usage: In many science fiction films, alien invaders 
from outer space plan to destroy all ferrestrial life. 

terse adj. concise; abrupt pithy 

Usage: There is a fine line between speeches that is 
ferse and to the point and speech that is too abrupt. 

testy adj. irritable; short-tempered 

Usage: My advice is to avoid discussing this problem 
with him today as he is rather festy and may shout at 
you. 

tether verb tie with a rope; limit one's abilities, 
resources, etc. 

Usage: Before we went to sleep, we tethered the 
horses to prevent their wandering during the night. 
(Also N) 

thematic adj. relating to a unifying motif or idea 

iieqaee: Those who think of Moby Dick as a simple 
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adventure story about whaling (the activity of. is | 

whales) miss its underlying thematic import ting 

theocracy noun government run by religioys lea | 

Usage: Though some pilgrims aboard the Ma ‘ ty 
favoured the establishment of a theocracy in Wer 
England, many of their fellow voyagers preferreq. 
non-religious form of government. a 

theoretical adj. not practical or applied; hypothetica 

Usage: Tarun was better at applied engineering 
computer programmeming than he was at theoreticay 
physics and math. 

Or, While I can still think of some theoreticg) 
objections to your plan, you’ ve convinced me of its 
basic soundness. 

therapeutic adj. serving to cure or heal; curative: 
serving to preserve health 

Usage: Now better known for its racetrack, Saratoga 
Springs first gained attention for the therapeutic 


' qualities of its famous Healing Waters. (therapy, N) 
_ thermal adj. pertaining to heat 


Usage: The native discovered that the hot Springs 
made excellent thermal baths and began to develop 
their community as a health resort. (Also N) 

thespian adj. pertaining to drama 

sage: Her success in the school play convinced her 
that she was destined for a thespian career. (Also N) 

threadbare adj. worn through till the threads show, 
shabby and poor 

Usage: The poor adjunct professor hid the threadbare 
spots on his jacket by sewing leather patches on his 
sleeves. 

thrifty adj. careful about money; economical 
Usage: A thrifty shopper compares prices before 
making major purchases. 


thrive verb prosper; flourish 

Usage: Despite the impact of the recession on the 
restaurant trade, Dilip’s café thrived. 

throes noun violent anguish 

Usage: The throes of despair can be as devasta 
the spasms accompanying physical pain. 

throng noun crowd; any great number of things 
massed or considered together; multitude 

Usage: Throngs of shoppers jammed the aisles: 
(Also V) 

thwart verb baffle; frustrate 

Usage: He felt that everyone was trying t0 th 
plans and prevent his success. i 

tightwad noun excessively frugal person: 

Usage: Jill called Jack a tightwad because 


ting as 


wart his 


misel 





ne never 








i handle used to move boat’s rudder (to steer) 
a earing the wind might shift suddenly and 
gsi the skiff, Sukumar kept one hand on the tiller 


er” 


rt gil times- | 
snidity noun lack of self-confidence or courage - 


j 


sage: If you are to succeed as a Salesman, you must 
grst lose your timidity and fear of failure. 

porous 2d). fearful; demonstration of fear 

age: His fimorous mannet betrayed the fear he felt 
at the moment. 

rade noun extended scolding; denunciation; 
harangue 

sage: Every time the boss holds a meeting, he goes 
into a lengthy firade, scolding us for everything from 
tardiness to padding our expenses. 

tanic adj. of or like the Titans; gigantic; of great 
size, strength or power 

sage: Titanic waves beat against the majestic ship 
Titanic, driving it against the concealed iceberg. 
{Je noun right or claim to possession; mark of rank; 
name (of a book, film. etc.) 

Isage: Though the penniless Duke of Ragwort no 
longer held title to the family estate, he still retained 
his title as head of one of England’s oldest families. 
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titter noun laugh in a half suppressed way; giggle; 
nervous laugh 
Usage: Her aunt’s constant fitter nearly drove her mad. 
(Also V) 
titular adj. nominal holding of title without 
obligations 
Usage: Although he wes the titular head of the 
company, the real decisions were made by his general 
manager. 
toady noun servile flatterer; yes-man esp. one who 
does distasteful or unprincipled things in order to 
gain favour 
Usage: Never tell the boss anything he doesn’t wish 
to hear, he doesn’t want an independent adviser, he 
just wants a foady. (Also V) 
some noun large volume of a work, esp. a book that is 
scholarly or ponderous one 
Usage: He spent much time in the libraries poring 
over ancient fomes. 
Or, She has written several weighty tomes on the 
subject. 
‘onic adj. invigorating; refreshing 
Usage: The tart homemade ginger ale had a fonic effect 
on Neha, she perked right up. (Also N) 
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(topography — ubiquitous) 


topography noun physical features of a region 

Usage: Before the generals gave the order to attack, 
they ordered a complete study of the topography of 
the region. 

torpor noun lethargy; sluggishness; dormancy 

Usage: Throughout the winter, nothing aroused the 
bear form his torpor. He would not emerge from 
hibernation until spring. (torpid, Adj.) 

torrent noun rushing stream; flood 

Usage: Day after day, heavy rain saturated the 
hillside until the water ran downhill in forrents. 
(torrential, Adj.) 

torrid adj. passionate; hot or scorching 

Usage: Harlequin Romances publish forrid tales of 
love affair, some set in torrid climates. | 

torso moun trunk of statue with head and limbs 
missing; human trunk 

Usage: This female torso, found in the ruins of 
building, is now sent for autopsy. 

Or, The air bag in the steering wheel will protect the 
head and forso. 

tortuous adj. full of twists and turns, winding; full of 
curves; not straight forward, devious, deceitful or 
tricky 

Usage: Because this road is so tortuous, it is unwise 
to go faster than twenty miles an hour on it. 

totter verb move unsteadily; sway, as if a bout to fall 

Usage: On unsteady feet, the drunk tottered down the 
hill to the nearest bar. 

touchstone noun stone used to test the fineness of 
gold alloys; criterion 

Usage: What touchstone can be used to measure the 
character of a person? 

touchy adj. easily offended, over-sensitive; irascible; 
very risky 

Usage: Do not mention his bald spot; he’s very touchy 
about it. 

tout verb publicize; praise excessively 

Usage: 1 lost confidence in my broker after he touted 
some junk bonds to me that turned out to be a bad 
investment. 
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toxic adj. poisonous 

Usage: We must seek an antidote for whatever toxic 
substance he has eaten. (toxicity, N) 

tract noun region of land (often imprecisely 
described); pamphlet 

Usage: The king granted William Penn a tract of land 
‘athe New World. Penn then printed a éract in which 
he encouraged settlers to join his colony. 

tractable adj. docile; easily managed 

Usage: Although Ruchika seemed a tractable young 
woman, she had a stubborn streak of independence 
that occasionally led her to defy the powers when 
she felt they were in the wrong. 

iyaduce verb expose to slander; say untrue or 
malicious things about someone; vilify 

Useze: His opponents tried to fraduce the candidate’s 
reputation by spreading rumors about his past. 

trajeetory noun path taken by a projectile 

i/sage: The police tried to locate the spot from which 
the assassin had fired the fatal shot by tracing the 
trajectory of the bullet. 

tranquility noun calmness; peace; serenity 

Usage: After the commotion and excitement of the 
city, I appreciate the tranquility of these fields and 
forests. 

transcendent adj. surpassing: exceeding ordinary 
limits; superior ) 

Usage: For the amateur chef, dining at the four-stal 
restaurant was a transcendent experience; the meal 
surpassed his wildest dreams. 

transcribe verb write out or type out in full; represent 
in phonetic or phonemic symbols (said of speech 
sounds) - 

Usage: When you transcribe your notes, pleasé send 
a copy to Mr. Smith and keep the original for 
files. (transcription, N) 

transgression noun violation of a law; sin 

Usage: “Forgive us our transgressions; we 0° 
what we do”, the guilty pleaded the jury. 


w not. 


anc, ‘ ake @.:.. 
transient adj. momentary; temporary; stayle tor se 5h 


short time 









ae ransient trade. (transience, N) 

7 tion noun going from one state of action to 

poten | . 

i’ puring the period of transition from oil heat 

«heat, the furnace will have to be shut off. 
citory adj. impermanent; fleeting 

sage Fame is transitory. Today’s rising star is all 
po soon tomorrow's washed-up-has-been. 
ijransitoriness, N) 

ranslucent adj. partly transparent 

sage: We could not recognize the people in the next 

oom because of the translucent curtains that 

separated us. 

‘ansmute verb change; convert to something different 

sage: He was unable to transmute his dreams into 

actualities. 

‘ansparent adj. easily detected; permitting light to 

pass through freely 

sage: Mr. Sharma’s pride in his son is transparent, 

no one who sees the two of them together can miss 

it. 

‘ansport verb to take goods or people from one place 

to another; to send a criminal to a country far away, 

to live, as a punishment 






Isage: The pipeline was constructed to transport oil 
across the country to ports on the coast. 

’r, About 162,000 convicts were transported to 
Australia from 1788 to 1868. 

ransport noun strong emotion, esp. of delight or joy; 
rapture 

Isage: Sareen was a creature of extremes, at one 
moment in transports of joy over a vivid sunset, at 
another moment in transports of grief over a dying 
bird. (Also V) 

Note : ‘Transport’, as both verb and noun could 
also mean ‘to carry from one place to another, esp. 
over long distances’, ‘to carry away with emotion, 
enrapture; entrance’, ‘the act, process, or means 
| of transporting’, ‘a ship, aeroplane, train, etc. used 
| 0 transport soldiers, freight, etc.’ 










“appings noun outward decorations; ornaments 
Usage: He loved the trappings of success, the 
| limousines, the stock options, the company jet. 
"umatic adj. pertaining to an injury caused by 
Molence 

Bee: In his nightmares, he kept on recalling the 






tr 


“matic experience of being wounded in the 
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ge ag ee 
fravail and ities ~ es a morphing 

{raverse verb go through . no ae eet 
Over or along eine nae i. i ony wepect 

: ; Se, » tO Survey, inspect or 

examine carefully | 

Usage: When you treversz this trade fair, be careful 
of the pickpockets. 

travesty noun comical parody; treatment aimed at 
making something appear ridiculous 

Usage: The ridiculous decision the jury has reached 
is a travesty of justice. 

treacly adj. dark and sticky, like treacle; sweet; 
cloyingly sentimental 

Usage: Irritatingly cheerful, always looking on the 
bright side, Pollyanna speaks nothing but freacly 
sentimentalities. 

Or, He had coated the shelves with a thick treacly 
varnish. (treacle; N) 

treatise noun article treating a subject systematically 
and thoroughly 


Usage: He is preparing a treatise on the Elizabethan 
playwrights for his graduation degree. 


trek noun travel; a slow and laborious journey esp. 
on foot 


Usage: The tribe made their trek farther north that 
summer in search of game. (Also V) 
tremor noun trembling; slight quiver; a trembling 
sound 
Usage: She had a nervous tremor in her right hand. 
(tremorous, Adj.) 
tremulous adj. trembling; wavering 
Usage: She was tremulous more from excitement than 
from fear. 
trenchant adj. cutting; keen; penetrating, incisive 
Usage: 1 am afraid of his trenchant wit for it 1s so 
often sarcastic. 
trepidation noun fear, nervousness apprehension 
Usage: As she entered the office of the Dean of 
admissions, Sugandha felt some trepidation about 
how she would do in her interview. 
trespass verb unlawfully enter the boundaries of some 
else’s property 
Usage: The wicked baron fogged any poacher who 
trespassed on his private hunting grounds. (Also N) 
tribute noun tax levied by a ruler; ace of respert 
Usage: The natives refused to pay tribute to a foreign 


Bespot. 
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trifling adj. trivial; unimportant 
Usage: Why bother going to see a doctor for such a 
trifling everyday cold? 
trigger verb set off; initiate; fire or activate by pulling 
or pressing a trigger 
Usage: Ravi is touchy today; say one word wrong 
and you'll trigger an explosion. (Also N) 
trinket noun knickknack; bauble 
Usage: Whenever she traveled abroad, Sneh would 
pick up costume jewelry and other trinkets as 
souvenirs. 
trite adj. hackneyed: commonplace 
Usage: The trite and predictable situations in many 
television programmes turn off many viewers, who 
in turn, turn off their sets. 
trivial adj. unimportant, trifling 
Usage: Too many magazines ignore newsworthy 
subjects and feature frivial affairs. (trivia, N) 
trough noun a long narrow container without a lid 
that usually holds water or food for feeding farm 
animals: lowest point (of a wave, business cycle, etc.) 
Usage: The hungry pigs struggled at the trough to 
get at the fresh swill. 
Or, The surfer rode board, coasting along in the trough 
between two waves. | 
truculence noun aggressiveness; ferocity 
Usage: Tanya’s reviews were noted for their caustic 
attacks and general tone of truculence. (truculent, 
Adj.) 
truism noun self-evident truth 
Usage: Many a truism is summed up in a proverb; 
for example, ‘Marry in haste, repent at leisure.’ 
truncate verb cut the top off 
Usage: The top of a cone that has been truncated in a 
plane parallel to its base is a circle. (truncated, Adj.) 
tryst noun an appointment to meet at a specified time 
and place, esp. one made secretly by lovers; meeting; 
a market or fair, esp. for cattle 
Usage: The lovers kept their ¢ryst even though they 
realized their danger. (tryster, N) 
tumult noun commotion; riot, noise 
Usage: She could not make herself heard over the 
tumult of the mob. 
tundra noun rolling, treeless plain in Siberia and arctic 
North America 
Usage: Despite the cold, many geologists are trying 
to discover valuable mineral deposits in the tundra. 
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Usage: For a mere tyro, you have produ 


turbid adj. muddy; having the sediment disturbeg 

Usage: The water was turbid after the children had 
waded through it. 

turbulence noun state of violent agitation 

Usage: Warned of approaching turbulence jp the 
atmosphere, the pilot told the passengers to fastey 
their seat belts. 

turgid adj. not flowing easily; swollen, distended 

Usage: The turgid river threatened to overflow the 
banks and flood the countryside. 

Or, In the refugee centres we Saw many children 
suffering from malnutrition with turgid stomachs, 

turmoil noun great commotion and confusion 

Usage: Post serial bomb blasts at various parts, the 
country is in a state of political turmoil. 

Or, The Stock Exchange is in turmoil following a huge 
wave of selling. 

turncoat noun traitor, a person who goes over to the 
opposite side or party 

Usage: The British considered Benedict Arnold a 
loyalist; the Americans considered him a turncoat. 

‘urpitade noun depravity; baseness, vileness 

V/sage: A visitor may be denied admittance to this 
country if he has been guilty or moral turpitude. 

tutelace noun guardianship; training; the condition 
of being under a guardian or tutor 

Usage: Under the tutelage of such masters of the 
instrument, she made rapid progress as a virtuoso. 

tycoon noun a wealthy and powerful leader, 
industrialist, financier, etc. 

Usage: John D. Rockefeller was a prominent tycoo”. 

typhoon noun tropical hurricane or cyclone 

Usage: The 169000-ton vessel went down during @ 
typhoon in the South China Sea. 

tyranny noun oppression; cruel government 

Usage: Frederick Douglass fought against the)” anny 
of slavery throughout his life. 

tyro noun beginner; novices 

ced some 
wonderfully expert results. 

ubiquitous adj. being present everywhere at the § 
lime; omnipresent 

Usage: Leather is very much in fashion 
as of course is the ubiquitous denim. 

Or, The radio, that is most ubiquitous of com 


; age: 
electronic appliances, has entered @ new 4 


(ubiquitousness, N ) 


ame 


this seasom 


umer 


1 hy " 
ce Bip 2a 
ma ere | 


‘ 





terior adj. situated beyond; unstated 

page: YOU must have an ulterior motive for your 
pehaviour, since there is no obvious reason for it. 
stimate adj. final; not susceptible to further analysis 

sage: Scientists are searching for ultimate truths, 


ynaccountable adj. inexplicable; unreasonable or 
mysterious 


Usage: | have taken an unaccountable dislike to my 
doctor. 

unanimity noun complete agreement - 

Usage: We were surprised by the unanimity with 
which members of both parties accepted our 
proposals. (unanimous, Adj.) 

unassailable adj. not subject to question;.not open 
to attack 


Usage: Penelope’s virtue was unassailable; while 
she waited for her husband to come back from the 
war, no other man had a chance. 


unassuming adj. modest 

Usage: He is so unassuming that some people fail 
to realize how great a man he really is. 

unbridled adj. violent; uncontrollable 

Usage: She had a sudden fit of unbridled rage. 

uncanny adj. strange; mysterious 

Usage: You have the uncanny knack of reading my 
innermost thoughts. 

unconscionable adj. unscrupulous; excessive 

Usage: She found the loan sharks’ demands 
unconscionable and impossible to be met. 

uncouth adj. outlandish; clumsy; boorish 

Usage: Most biographers portray Lincoln as an 
uncouth and ungainly young man. 

unctuous adj. oily; bland; insincerely suave 

Usage: He disguised his nefarious actions by 
unctuous protestations of his ‘humility. 

Underlying adj. fundamental; lying below 

Usage: The underlying cause of the student riot was 
Rot the strict curfew rule but the moldy cafeteria 

_- food. 

Or, Mrs. Verma seems a sweet little old lady at first, 

f there’s an iron will underlying that soft and 






fluffy facade. 
undermine verb weaken: sap 


Usage: The recent corruption scandals have 
undermined many people’s faith in the city 
government. 

Or, The recent torrential rains have washed away 
much of the Cliffside; the deluge threatens to 
undermine the pillars supporting several houses at 
the edge of the cliff. 


underscore verb draw a line under a word or passage 
to emphasize 

Usage: Addressing the jogging class, the coach 
underscored the importance to runners of good 
nutrition. (Also N) 

undulating adj. moving with a wavelike motion 

Usage: I love the gently undulating hills of the 
Dhaulagiri range. 

unearth verb dig up 

Usage: When they unearthed the city, the 

archeologists found many relics of an ancient 
civilization. 


" wnequivecal adj. plain; obvious; unmistakable 


Usage: My answer to your proposal is an 
unequivocal and absolute “No.” 


unerringly adj. infallibly 

Usage: My teacher unerringly pounced on the 
typographical error in my essay. 

unfathomable adj. incomprehensible; impenetrable 

Usage: Unable to get to the bottom of the mystery, 
the police officials declared it was unfathomable. 

unfetter verb liberate; free from chains 

Usage: Chained to the wall for months on end, the 
hostage despaired that he would never be 
unfettered. 

unfrock verb to strip a priest or minister or church 
authority 3 

Usage: To disbar a lawyer, to unfrock a priest, to 
suspend a doctor’s license to practice these are 
extreme steps that the authorities should take only 
after careful consideration. | : 

ungainly adj. awkward; clumsy; unwieldy 
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l’s an 


Usage: “Tf you want to know whether Nie - 
” sal 


ungainly dancer, check out my bruised feet,’ 
Nikki. 

Or, Anyone who has ever tried to carry 4 bass fiddle 
knows it’s an ungainly instrument. 

uniformity noun sameness, monotony 

Usage: At Success Times magazine, We 
uniformity of style; as a result, all out write 
up sounding exactly alike. 

unimpeachable adj. blameless and exemplary 

Usage: Her conduct in office was unimpeachable 
and her record is spotless. 

uninhibited adj. without inhibition, esp. free from 
the usual social or psychological restraints (as in 
behaviour); unrepressed 

Usage: The congregation was shocked by her 
uninhibited \aughter during the sermon. 

unintimidating adj. unfrightening 

Usage: Though Tilak had expected to feel overawed 
when he met Bhutia, he found the famous footballer, 
friendly and unintimidating. 

unique adj. without an equal; single in kind 

Usage: “You have the unique distinction of being 
the only student whom I have had to fail in this 
course”, said the disappointed teacher. 

universal! adj. characterizing or affecting all; present 
everywhere 

Usage: At first, no one shared Christopher’s 
opinions; his theory that the world was round was 
met with universal disdain. 


trive for 
rs wind 


unkempt adj. disheveled; uncared for a appearance 

Usage; Onkar hated his neighbours’ unkempt lawn; 
he thought its neglected appearance had a 
detrimental effect on neighbourhood property 
values. 

unmitigated adj. unrelieved or immoderate: 
absolute; out-and-out 

Usage: After four days of unmitigated heat, 1 was 
ready to collapse from heat prostration. 

Or, The MP’s husband was an unmitigated jerk: not 
only did he abandon her, he took her campaign 
funds, too! 

unobtrusive adj. inconspicuous, not blatant 

Usage: Reluctant to attract notice, the governess took 
a chair in a far corner of the room and tried to be as 

“unobtrusive as possible. 

' unpalatable adj. distasteful; disagreeable 

Usage: “I refuse to swallow your conclusion,” said 
she, finding his logic unpalatable. 

unprecedented adj. novel; unparalleled 
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as ea 
tor, Wa 


Usage: For a first novel, Margaret Mitchell’s ny i 
Gone with the Wind was an unprecedenteg She si 
unprepossessing adj. unattractive a 
Usage: During adolescence, many attractive Younc 
people somehow acquire the false notion that thei, 

appearance in unprepossessing. 

unravel verb disentangle; solve 

Usage: With equal ease Miss Naidu unraveled 
tangled balls of yarn and baffling murder Mysteries 

unrequited adj. not reciprocated 

Usage: Suffering the pangs of unrequited love, she 
rebuked Dhawan for his hard-heartedness. 

unruly adj. disobedient; lawless 

Usage: The only way to curb this unruly mob jg tg 
use tear gas. 

unscathed adj. unharmed 

Usage: They prayed they would come back from the 
war unscathed. 

unseernly adj. unbecoming; indecent; in poor taste 

‘isage: When she put those gaudy - coloured curtains 
on all the windows, everyone understood her 
unseemly taste. 

unsightly adj. ugly; hated 

seve; Although Mrs. James was an experienced 
emergency room nurse, she occasionally, became 
queasy when faced with a particularly unsightly 
injury. | 

unstinting adj. giving generously, not holding back 

Usaze: The dean praised the donor of the new science 
building for her unstinting generosity. 

untenable adj. indefensible; not to be maintained 


‘Usage: Vandana is so contrary that the more 


untenable a position is, the harder she will try 0 

defend it. 
unwarranted adj. unjustified; groundless; 

undeserved : 

Usage: Your assumption that I would accept your 
proposal is unwarranted, sir, 1 do not want to matty 
you at all. 

Or, We could not understand Martin’s unwarranted 
rudeness to his mother’s guests. ! 

unwieldy adj. awkward: cumbersome; unmanag 

Usage: The large carton was so unwieldy that the 
movers had trouble getting it up the stairs. 

unwitting adj. unintentional; not knowing 

Usage: She was the unwitting tool of the swindler 

upbraid verb severely scold: reprimand sf: 7 

Usage: Not only did Mr. Kashyap upbr aid ae j 
for his disobedience, but she also threw him out “a 


eable 















4 i005 adj. marked by commotion; extremely 
very noisy 

othe uproartous comedy hit Jaane Bhi Do 
ked gales of uproarious laughter from 


gr POX? 

lft ences. 

ot noun the conclusion; result or outcome 
The upshot of the rematch groved that the 


gage! 
joemer champion stil] possessed all the skills of his 


uth. 
pane adj. suave, refined; elegant 
wage: The courtier was urbane and sophisticated. 
(urbanity, N) 
surp yerb seize another’s power Or rank 
sage: The revolution ended when the victorious 
rebel general succeeded in his attempt to usurp the 


throne. 

topia noun ideal place, 
sage: Fed up with thi 
would have liked to run 0 
other imaginary wfopia. (utopian, 
acillate verb waver. fluctuate 


state, or sociely 
s imperfect universe, Jatin 
ff to Shangri-la or some 
Adj.) 


she ought to marry, 


Jsage: Uncertain which suitor 
one, now the 


the princess yacillated, saying Now 


other. 

Or, The big boss likes his pe 
he asks you for your opinion, whatever you do, don't 
yacillate. (vacillation, N) 

vacuous, adj. empty; inane 

Usage: The vacuous remarks of the p 
annoyed the audience, who had hoped to hear more 


than empty platitudes. 

nd noun wanderer, tramp 

students wander on 
carefree vagabonds. 


ople to be decisive; when 


olitician 


vagabo 
Usage: In summer, college 
the roads of Europe like 
(Also Adj.) 

oun a homeless wanderer 

4 stranger in town with no 

ort, Raj Kumar feared he 

N) 


Vagrant 7 
Usage: Because he was 
Visible means of SUPP 
"would be jailed as 4 vagrant. (vagrancy, 
“aledictory 2d). pertaining t0 farewell 
Usage: I found the yaledictory address too long; 
Aeave-taking should be briel. 
Yalid adj. logically convineing: 







should legally 
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acceptable 
Usage: You’ re g01 
inal going to have to come up with a better 
ven a6 you want to convince me that your 
easoning is valid. 
validate verb confirm; ratify 
Usage: I wi ’ . 
ge: I will not publish my findings until I validate 
my results. 
valor noun bravery 
Usage: He received the Medal of Honor for his valor 
in battle. 
vampire noun ghostly being that sucks the blood of 
the living 
Usage: Children were afraid to go to sleep because 
of the many legends of vampires roaming at night. 
yanguard noun forerunners, advance forces 
Usage: We are the vanguard of a tremendou 
that are following us. 
vantage noun position 
Usage: They fired upon the enemy from behind trees, 


and any other point of vantage they could find. 
ve, insipid and 


s army 
giving an advantage 


wall 
vapid adj. dull and unimaginati 
flavourless 
Usage: The students were bored of the vapid lecture 
_ given by the faculty. 
yaporize verb turn into vapor (steam, gas fog, etc.) 
Usage: During surgery; doctors sometimes use a laser 
beam to vaporize tiny 
Or, Most meteorites striking the Earth vaporize 
instantly. 
yariegated adj. 
character or form 
Usage: Without her gl 
fields of tulips as a V 
veer verb change in direction 
Usage: After what seemed an eternity, 
peered to the east and the storm abated. 
forceful; intensely emotional; with 


blood vessels. 


many coloured/having variety in 


asses, old Uncle Tony saw the 


ariegated blur. 


the wind 


vehement adj. 
marked vigor 
Usage: They launched a vehement attack on the 


government 's handling of environmental issues. | 


Or, Despite yehement opposition from his 
family, he quit school and became an actor. 


(vehemence, N) 
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(velocity — vogue) 





velocity noun quickness or rapidity of motion or 
action; swiftness; speed 

Usage: The train went by a considerable velocity. 

venal adj. capable of being bribed or corrupted 

Usage: The venal policeman cheerfully accepted the 
bribe. offered to him by the speeding motorist whom 
he had stopped. 

vendetta noun a blood feud in which the relatives of 
a murdered or wronged person seem vengeance on 
the murderer or wrongdoer or on members of the 
person’s family 

Usage: The rival mobs engaged in a bitter vendetta. 

vendor noun seller 

Usage: The fruit vendor sold her wares from a stall 
on the sidewalk. 

veneer noun thin layer; cover; any attractive but 
superficial appearance or display 

Usage: Casual acquaintances were deceived by his 
veneer of sophistication and failed to recognize his 
fundamental shallowness. (Also V) 

venerable adj. deserving high respect 

Usage: We do not mean to be disrespectful when we 
refuse to follow the advice of our venerable leader. 

venerate verb look upon with feelings of deep respect; 
regard as venerable revere 

Usage: In Tibet today, the common people still 
venerate their traditional spiritual leader, the Dalai 
Lama. 

venial adj. forgivable; trivial; excusable 

Usage: When Jean Valjean stole a loaf of bread to 
feed his starving sister, he committed a venial 
offense. 

venom noun poison; hatred; malignancy; Spite 

Usage: Bitten by a rattlesnake on his ankle the village 
boy curled up like a pretzel and sucked the venom 
out of the wound. 

vent noun a small opening; outlet; expression release 

Usage: The wine did not flow because the air vent in 
the barrel was clogged. 

vent verb express; utter; to allow (steam, gas etc.) to 
escape through an opening 
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Usage: The angry teacher vented his wrath on his 
class. 

ventriloquist moun someone who can make his or her 
voice seem to come from another person or thing: a 
person who practises ventriloquism 


Note : ‘Ventriloquism’ is an art or practice of 
speaking so that the voice seems to come from some 
source other than the speaker (as with a large 
puppet or dummy) 






Usage: This ventriloquist does an act in which she 
has conversation with a wooden dummy. 

venturesome adj. a person who Is willing to take risks; 
or an action or behaviour that is risky 

Usage: The veteran fashion designer, Ritu Kumar has 
become more venturesome this season with dress 
designs that incorporate a variety of ethnic influences. 

veracity noun truthfulness; accordance with truth; 
accuracy of statement 

Usage: Asserting his veracity, young George 
Washington proclaimed, “Father, I cannot tell a lie! 


' verbalize verb put into words 


sae; I know you don’t like to talk about these things, 
but please try to verbalize your feelings. 

verbatim adv. world for word; in exactly the same 
word | : 

Usage: He repeated the message verbatim. (Also Adj.) 

verbiage noun pompous array of words 

Usage: After we had waded through all the verbiage, 
we discovered that the writer has said very little. 

verbose adj. someone who speaks much or high flowa 
language 

Usage: Someone verbose can hardly stop talking. 

verdant adj. green; lush in vegetation 

Usage: Mona’s paintings of the verdant meadows 
were symphonies in green. 

verge noun border; edge 


: f 

Usage: Madame Curie knew she was on the ve/8° . 

discovering the secrets of radioactive elemem 
(Also V) 


verisimilitude noun appearance of truth; likelihioo4 | 








4 Critics praised her for the verisimilitude of 
0's performance as Lady Macbeth in Magbool, 


a character played by her was completely 


jevable. 
anit noun quality of being true; lasting truth of 
anciple 
ge: 10 the skeptic, everything was relative; there 


e a . . 
were 00 eternal verities in which one could believe 


amacular noun living language; natural style; the 

common, everyday language of ordinary people ina 
articular locality; dialect 

off those old-fashioned thee’s and thou’s 

n the vernacular. (Also Adj.) 

having many talents; capable of working 


ages Cut 

and write i 

ersatile adj. 

in many fields 

Isage: She was a versatile athlete, earning varsity 

letters in basketball, hockey, and track. 

ertex noun summit; the highest point; apex 

Jsage: Let us drop 4 perpendicular line from the 
yertex of the triangle to the base. 

vertigo noun severe dizziness 

Jsage: When you test potential aeroplane pilots for 
their susceptibility to spells of vertigo, be sure to 
hand out air-sickness bags. 

verve noun enthusiasm; liveliness 

Usage: She approached her studies with such verve 
that it was impossible for her to do poorly. 

yestige noun trace, remains 

Usage: We discovered vestiges of early Indian life in 
the cave. (vestigial, Adj.) 

vex noun annoy; distress 

Usage: Please try not to vex you mother, she is doing 
the best she can. 

viable adj. practical or W 
maintaining life 

Usage: That idea won’t work. Let me see whether I 


can come up with 4 viable alternative. 
gasa substitute; done by a deputy; 
rformed by one person in 


orkable; capable of 


Vicarious adj. actin 
endured, suffered, Or P© 
place of another 

Usage: Many people get 4 vic 
movies by imagining they are t 
Screen. 

\icissitude noun a condition of constant change of 
fortune as a natural process, mutability; unpredictable 
changes of variations that keep occurring in life; 

| shifting circumstances; UPS and downs 
‘Usage: Humbled by life's vicissitudes, the tast 
emperor of China worked as a lowly gardener in the 


arious thrill at the 
he characters on the 
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alac 
bs e over which his ancestors had once ruled 
le verb contend; complete | 


Usage: Politici 
. “ Poliuctans vie with one another, competing 
Tr donations and votes. 


vigilance noun watchfulness 

veoge: Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. 

vignette noun picture; short literary sketch or 
description; an ornamental design or illustration used 
on a page of a book, magazine, etc.; a picture, 
photograph, film image, etc. with no definite border 

Usage: The New Yorker published her latest vignette. 
(Also V) 


vigour noun active strength 


Usage: Although he was over seventy years old, Sultan 
had the vigour of a man in his prime. (vigorous, Adj.) 

vility verb slander 

Usage: Waging a highly negative campaign, the 
candidate attempted to vilify his opponent's 
reputation. (vilification, N) 

vindicate verb clear from blame, exonerate; justify 


or support 
Usage: The lawyer's goal was to 
and prove him innocent on all charges. 
Or, The critics’ extremely favourable reviews 
pindicate my opinion that Black is a brilliant movie. 
tive adj. out for revenge; malicious 
of Maya to be so 
to such petty acts of 


vindicate her client 


vindic 
Usage: 1 think it’s unworthy 
vindictive; she shouldn't stoop 


revenge. 
viper noun poisonous snake 
abitat of the viper’, particularly, venomous 


Usage: Theh 
like the Sahara or the Sanal 


snake, is in sandy regions 
peninsula. 

yirile adj. manly; 
capable of copulation 

Usage: 1 do not accept the premise that a man proves 
he’s virile by being belligerent. 

virtual adj. in essence, for practical purposes 

eis a virtual financial wizard when it comes 


having manly strength or vigour, 


Usage: Sh 
to money matters. 

virtue noun goodness, moral excellence; good quality 

Usage: Virtue carried to extremes can turn into vice. 
Humility, for example, can degenerate into servility 
and spinelessness. 

virtuoso noun highly skilled artist; 
dilettante 

Usage: The child prodigy La 
into a virtuoso whose song 
(virtuosity, N) 
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a savant OF 


ta Mangeskar grew 
s thrilled millions. 
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virulent adj. extremely poisonous, hostile, bitter by 
antagonistic or spiteful; venomous, rancorous 

Usage: Laid up with a virulent case of measles, Veena 
blamed her doctors because her recovery took so 
long. In fact, she became quite virulent on the subject 
of the quality of modern medical care. 

virus noun disease communicator 

Usage: The doctors are looking for a specific medicine 
to control this virus. | 

visceral adj. felt in one’s innef organs; intuitive, 
instinctive emotional, etc. rather than intellectual 

Usage: She disliked the visceral sensations she had 
whenever she rode in the roller coaster. 

viscid adj. adhesive; gluey 

Usage; The trunk of the maple tree was viscid with 
sap. 

viscous adj. sticky; gluey 

Usage: Melted tar is a viscous substance. 

(viscosity, N) 

vise noun a tool with two parts which can be moved 
together by tightening a screw so that an object can 
be held firmly between them while it is being worked 
on 

Usage: Before filling its edges, the locksmith took 


the blank key and fixed in firmly between the fers 
of a vise. 

Or, Her hand tightened like a vise around his arms, 

visionary adj. produced by imagination; fanciful]; 
mystical | 

Usage: She was given to visionary schemes that never 
materialized. (Also N) 

vital adj. vibrant and lively; critical; living, breathing 

Usage: The vital, highly energetic first aid instructor 
stressed that it was vital in examining accident 
victims to note their vital signs. . 

vitriolic adj. corrosive; sarcastic 

Usage: Such vitriolic criticism is uncalled for. 

vituperative adj, abusive; scolding 

Usage: He became more vituperative as he realized 
that we were not going to grant him his wish. 

vivacious adj. animated; lively 

sage: She had always been vivacious and sparking. 

vociferous adj. clamorous; noisy 

Uiseee: The crowd grew vociferous in its anger and 
threatened to take the law into its own hands. 

yague noun popular fashion 

Usage: Casual denim outfits have become the vogue 
on many college campuses these days. 





- gr 


yolatile adj. changeable; explosive: eva 
rapidly 
sage: The political climate today is extremely 


_ yolatile; no one can predict what the electorate wil] 
do next. 


porating 


Or, Maria's temper was extremely volatile. The only 
thing you could predict was that she was sure to blow 
up. 

Or, Acetone is an extremely volatile liquid; it 
evaporates instantly. 


volition noun act of making a conscious choice 


Usage: She selected this dress of her own volition. 
voluble adj. fluent; glib: talkative 
Usage: The excessively voluble speaker suffers from 
logorrhea: he runs off at the mouth a lot! 
voluminous adj. bulky; large 
Usage: Acaftanis avoluminous garment, most people 
wearing one look as if they’re draped ina small tent. 
voluptuous adj. gratifying the senses 
Usage: The nobility during the Renaissance led 
voluptuous lives. 
voracious adj. devouring or eager to devour large 
quantities of food; gluttonous ravenous; insatiable 
Usage: The wolf is a voracious animal ; its hunger 
never satisfies. 
vortex noun whirlwind: whirlpool, centre of 
turbulence; predicament ‘nto which one is inexorably 
plunged ; 
to 
Usage: Sucked into the vortex, Radhe was pulle 
the bed of the river. 
ive 1 ly; 
vouchsafe verb grant; choose to give In reply 
: t the 
Usage: He vouchsafed the ‘nformation tha 
meeting had been postponed. 
on who gets sexual pleasure from 


ple in sexual situations, 
o watches other 


permit 


Yeyeur noun a pers 
secretly watching other peo 
or (more generally) a person wh 

: people’s private lives; Peeping Tom 


sca 


Usage: Nancy called her brother a voyeur wie the 


ae 4 2 ae 
- a him aiming his binoculars at an upstairs 
indow of the house of the newlyweds next door. 


Or, I felt like a voyeur visiting the war zone and seeing 


badly injured people being dragged from their 
bomb — shattered homes. 


vulnerable adj. susceptible to wounds 


Usage: His opponents could not harm Achilles, who 
was vulnerable only in his heel. 


waffle verb speak equivocally about an issue 


Usage: When asked directly about the minister’s 
involvement in the savings and loan scandal, the 
press secretary waffled, talking all around the issue. 


waft verb move gently by wind or waves 


Usage: Daydreaming, he gazed at the leaves that 
wafted past his window. 


wageish adj. mischievous; humorous tricky 

Usage: He was a prankster who, unfortunately, often 
overlooked the damage he could cause with his 
waggish tricks. (wag, N) 

waif noun homeless child or animal 

Usage: Although he already had eight cats, he could 
not resist adopting yet another waif. 

waive verb give up temporarily; yield 

Usage: 1 will waive my rights in this matter in order 
to expedite our reaching a proper decision. 

wake noun trail of ship or other object through water; 
path of something that has gone before 

Usage: The wake of the swan gliding through the 
water glistened in the moonlight. 

wallow verb roll in; indulge in; become helpless 

Usage: The hippopotamus loves to wallow in a 

wan adj. having 4 pale or sickly colour; pallid; = 
or weak in a way suggestive of sickness or grea 
weariness, sadness | id 

Usage: Suchitra asked, “Why so pale and wan, dear? 


(Also V) 
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wane verb decrease in size or strength; draw gradually 
to an end 

Usage: When lit, does a wax candle wane? 

wanton adj. unrestrained; willfully malicious; 
unchaste 

Usage: Pointing to the stack of bills, Sheldon criticized 
Sarah for her wanton expenditures. 

Or, In response. Sarah accused Sheldon to making an 
unfounded wanton attack. 

warble verb song; babble 

Usage: Every morning, the birds warbled outside her 
window. (Also N) 

warrant verb justify, authorize 

Usage: Before the judge issues the verdict, you must 
convince her that this action is warranted. 

warranty noun guarantee; assurance by seller 

Usage: The purchaser of this automobile is protected 
by the manufacturer’s warranty that the company 
will replace any defective part for five years or 50,000 
miles. 

wary adj. very cautious 

Usage: The spies grew wary as they approached the 
sentry. 

wastrel noun a person who wastes, esp. a spendthrift; 
profligate; dissolute 

Usage: His neighbours denounced him as a wastrel 
who had dissipated his inheritance. 

watershed noun crucial dividing point 

Usage: The invention of the personal computer proved 
a historic watershed, for it opened the way to today’s 
Information Age. 

wax verb increase in strength, intensity, volume, etc.; 
grown 

Usage: With proper handling, his fortunes waxed and 
he became rich. (Also N) 


Note : ‘Wax’, as noun aid verb could also mean ‘a 
plastic, dull-yellow substance secreted by bees for 


building cells; any waxlike substance yielded by 
plants or animals’, ‘to rub, polish, smear or cover 
with wax’ 

waylay verb ambush; lie in wait for attack 





Usage: They agreed to waylay their victim as they 
passed through the dark going home. 


wean verb accustom (a baby to take nourishment other ~ 
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than by suckling); to cause to give up a cherisheg 

activity; to be raised on or brought up with; to become 

accustomed to ‘ : 

Usage: He decided he would wean himself away from 
eating junk food and stick to fruits and vegetables 

weather verb endure the effects of weather or other 
forces 

Usage: He weathered the changes 1n his personal life 
with a difficulty, as he had no one in whom he could 


confide. 

wheedle verb cajole; coax; deceive by flattery 

Usage: She knows she can wheedle almost anything 
she wants from her father. 

whet verb sharpen; stimulate 

Usage: The odors from the kitchen are whetting my 
appetite; I will be ravenous by the time the meal is 
served. 

whiff noun puff of gust (or air, scent , etc); hint 

Usage: The slightest whiff of Old Spice cologne 
brought memories of her ex-boyfriend to her mind. 

whimsical adj. capricious; fanciful 

! save: In the movie Chachi 420, the hero is a playful, 
whimsical man who takes a notion to dress up as a 
woman so that he can look after his child, who is in 
custody of his ex-wife. (whimsy, N) 

whinny verb neigh like a horse 

Usage: When she laughed through her nose, it 
sounded as if she whinnied. 

whittle verb pare; cut off bits 

Usage: As a present for Aunt Polly, Tom whittled some 
clothespins out of a chunk of wood. 

willful adj. intentional headstrong 

Usage: Mohan Lal had planned to kill his wife for 
months; clearly, her death was a case of deliberate, 
willful murder, Not a crime of passion committed 
by a hasty, willful youth unable to foresee the 
consequences of his deeds. 

wily adj. cunning; artful; crafty, sly 

Usage: She is as wily as a fox in avoiding trouble. 

wince verb shrink back; flinch 

Usage: The screech of the chalk on the blackboard 
made her wince. 

windfall noun unexpected lucky event 

Usage: This huge tax refund is quite a windfall. 





ianoW verb sift; separate good parts from bad 
visage: This test will winnow out the students who 
udy from those who don’t bother, 

ginsome adj. agreeable; gracious; engaging 


yisage? By her winsome manner, she made herself 
jked by everyone who met her. 

wispy adj. thin; slight; barely discemible 

sage: Worried about preserving his few wispy tufts 
of hair, he carefully massaged his scalp and applied 
hair restores every night. 

wistful adj. vaguely longing; sadly thoughtful 


Usage: With a last wistful glance at the Happy couples 
dancing in the hall, Simi went back to her room to 
study for her exam. 


withdrawn adj. introverted; remote 


Usage: Rebuffed by his colleagues, the initially 
outgoing young researcher became increasingly 
withdrawn. 

wither yerb shrivel; decay 

Usage: Cut flowers are beautiful for a day. But all too 
soon they wither. 

withhold verb refuse to give; hold back 
Usage: The tenants decided to withhold a portion of 
the rent until the landlord kept his promise to 
renovate the building. 
withstand verb stand up against successfully resists 
Usage: If you can withstand the peer pressure in high 
school to cut classes and goof off, you should survive 
college just fine. 
witless adj. foolish; idiotic 
Usage: If lam a half-wit, then you are totally witless. 
witticism noun witty saying; wisecrack 
Usage: J don’t mean any criticism, but that last 

witticism totally hurt my feelings. 

Wizardry noun sorcery, magic 

Usage: P. C. Sarkar, the magician amazed everybody 
with the wizardry. 

woe noun deep, inconsolable grief; affliction, 
suffering; Pale and wan with grief 

Usage: She was bowed down beneath the burden of 
her woes. 

Worldly adj. engrossed in matters of this earth 
Usage: The worldly goods cannot give you calm and 
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peace of mind. 


wrath noun anger, fury 


Usage: She turned to him, full of wrath, and said 
that he had spoiled her whole life. | 


wrench verb pull; strain; twist 


Usage: She wrenched free of her attacker and landed 
a powerful kick to his kneecap. 


writhe verb twist in coils; contort in pain 


Usage: In dances with snakes; the snake dancer 


wriggled sinuously as her boa constrictor writhed 
around her torso. 










Note : ‘Boa’, noun means a snake that kills by 

coiling around its prey and squeezing, thereby 

making breathing impossible 

wry adj. twisted; with a humorous twist 

Usage: We enjoy Dorothy Parker’s verse for its wry 
wit. 

xenophobia noun fear or hatred of foreigners 


Usage: When the refugee arrived in Delhi, he was 
unprepared for the xenophobia he found there. 


yen noun longing; urge 
Usage: She had a yen to get away and live on her own 
‘for a while. 


-yield moun amount produced; crop; income on 


investment 

Usage: Anexperienced farmer can estimate the annual 
yield of his acres with surprising accuracy. (Also N) 

yield verb give in; surrender 

Usage: The wounded knight refused to yield to his 
foe. 

yoke verb join together, unite 

Usage: I don’t wish to be yoked to him in marriage, 
as if we were cattle pulling a plow. (Also N) 

yore noun time past 

Usage: He dreamed of her elegant homes of yore, but 
gave no thought to their inelegant plumbing. 

zany adj. crazy; comic 

Usage: 1 can watch their zany antics for hours. 

zeal noun eager enthusiasm | 


Usage: Katya’s zeal was contagious, soon all her 
fellow students were busily making posters, © 


inspired by her ardent enthusiasm for the cause. 


AAgalous, Adj.) 
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zealot noun fanatic; person who shows excessive zeal 


Usage: Though Manish was devout, he was not zealot, 
he never tried to force his beliefs on his friends. 


zenith noun point directly overhead in the sky; summit 


Usage: When the sun was at its zenith, the glare was 
too strong to be looked continuously at. 


Or, Famous Bollywood actor, Kajol marrieg hs 
beloved, Ajay Devgan, at the zenith of her tic, 
career. : 


zephyr noun gentle breeze; West wind 


Usage: When these zephyrs blow, it is a pleasure to 
be in an open boat under a full sail. 





